women's day welcome speech

women's day welcome speech serves as a powerful opening to any event dedicated to celebrating the
achievements, resilience, and contributions of women across the globe. Crafting an effective welcome
speech for International Women’s Day or similar occasions requires a blend of inspiration, respect, and
recognition of the ongoing efforts toward gender equality. This article provides a comprehensive guide
on how to prepare and deliver a compelling women's day welcome speech that resonates with diverse
audiences. It addresses the significance of the event, key themes to highlight, and tips on engaging
attendees with impactful language. Furthermore, it outlines essential elements to include, sample
phrases, and common mistakes to avoid. Whether organizing a corporate event, community gathering,
or educational program, understanding the structure and tone of a women’s day welcome speech

enhances the overall experience and honors the spirit of the celebration.

¢ Understanding the Purpose of a Women's Day Welcome Speech
e Key Themes to Include in a Women's Day Welcome Speech

e Structuring an Effective Women's Day Welcome Speech

¢ Tips for Delivering a Memorable Women's Day Welcome Speech
e Sample Women's Day Welcome Speech

e Common Mistakes to Avoid in Women's Day Welcome Speeches



Understanding the Purpose of a Women's Day Welcome

Speech

A women's day welcome speech sets the tone for the event, providing attendees with a warm and
respectful introduction to the celebration. It is not only a greeting but also an acknowledgment of
women’s achievements, the challenges they continue to face, and the importance of unity in advancing
gender equality. The speech establishes a connection between the audience and the event’s purpose,

fostering a sense of community and shared commitment.

Creating Awareness and Inspiration

The welcome speech is an opportunity to raise awareness about women’s rights and inspire ongoing
support for equality initiatives. It highlights the relevance of International Women’s Day,
commemorates historical milestones, and motivates participants to actively engage in discussions and

activities planned for the day.

Setting the Event’s Tone and Theme

The speaker uses the welcome speech to introduce the event’s theme, emphasizing key messages
and objectives. This alignment ensures coherence throughout the program and enhances the impact of

subsequent presentations, performances, or panel discussions.

Key Themes to Include in a Women's Day Welcome Speech

Incorporating meaningful themes into a women’s day welcome speech enriches its content and



relevance. These themes reflect the broader goals of the celebration and resonate with diverse

audiences.

Celebrating Achievements and Contributions

Recognition of women’s achievements in various fields such as science, arts, politics, education, and
community leadership is essential. Highlighting these successes fosters pride and encourages

continued progress.

Addressing Gender Equality and Empowerment

Discussing the ongoing struggle for gender equality and women’s empowerment brings attention to the
challenges that remain. Emphasizing the importance of equal opportunities and rights reinforces the

need for collective action.

Promoting Solidarity and Support

Encouraging solidarity among women and allies strengthens the message of unity. The speech can

emphasize the value of support networks, mentorship, and collaboration in overcoming barriers.

Structuring an Effective Women's Day Welcome Speech

Organizing the speech logically ensures clarity and engagement. A well-structured welcome speech

typically follows a clear introduction, body, and closing remarks.



Introduction

The introduction should warmly greet attendees, briefly mention the significance of the day, and outline

the event’s theme or objectives. This opening sets a respectful and positive tone.

Main Body

The body elaborates on the key themes, provides relevant statistics or anecdotes, and highlights
notable achievements. It may also acknowledge special guests, sponsors, or organizers to show

appreciation.

Closing

The closing remarks reiterate the importance of the occasion, encourage active participation, and
express hope for continued progress. Ending on an uplifting note motivates the audience for the event

ahead.

Tips for Delivering a Memorable Women's Day Welcome

Speech

Effective delivery enhances the impact of the welcome speech. Consider the following tips to engage

your audience and convey your message with confidence.



Use Clear and Inclusive Language

Employ language that is respectful, inclusive, and easy to understand. Avoid jargon or overly complex

terms to ensure the speech resonates with all attendees.

Maintain an Appropriate Tone

The tone should be professional yet warm and encouraging. Balancing formality with empathy helps

connect with the audience emotionally and intellectually.

Practice and Timing

Rehearsing the speech improves fluency and reduces nervousness. Keep the speech concise and

within the allotted time to maintain audience attention.

Engage with the Audience

Make eye contact, use natural gestures, and vary vocal tone to keep listeners engaged. Pausing

occasionally allows key points to resonate.

Sample Women's Day Welcome Speech

Below is an example of a well-rounded women's day welcome speech that incorporates the discussed

elements and themes.



1. Good morning, distinguished guests, colleagues, and friends. Welcome to our International
Women’s Day celebration, a day dedicated to honoring the incredible achievements and

contributions of women worldwide.

2. Today, we come together under the theme “Empowering Women, Empowering Humanity” to
recognize the progress made and acknowledge the challenges that persist in achieving gender

equality.
3. Throughout history, women have played pivotal roles in shaping societies, driving innovation,
and inspiring change. Their resilience and determination continue to pave the way for future

generations.

4. As we celebrate these accomplishments, let us also commit to supporting one another and

advocating for equal rights and opportunities in every sphere of life.

5. We extend our gratitude to the organizers, sponsors, and participants who have made this event

possible. Your dedication fuels the momentum for a more inclusive and equitable world.

6. We encourage everyone to actively participate in today’s discussions and activities, fostering

connections and sharing ideas that will propel us forward.

7. Thank you for joining us in this important celebration. Let us make this International Women’s

Day a memorable and inspiring occasion for all.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Women's Day Welcome



Speeches

Avoiding common pitfalls enhances the effectiveness and professionalism of the welcome speech.

Overloading with Data or Statistics

While facts are important, excessive use of numbers can overwhelm the audience and detract from the

emotional appeal.

Using Stereotypes or Generalizations

Steer clear of clichés or assumptions about women’s roles and experiences. The speech should reflect

diversity and individuality.

Being Overly Lengthy or Vague

Keep the speech focused and concise. Avoid digressions or ambiguous statements that may confuse

listeners.

Neglecting Audience Engagement

Failing to connect with the audience through eye contact, tone, or body language can lessen the

speech’s impact.



¢ Balance factual information with inspiring narratives
¢ Respect cultural and social diversity within the audience

* Prepare thoroughly to deliver the speech confidently

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some key points to include in a Women's Day welcome
speech?

A Women's Day welcome speech should include a warm greeting, the significance of International
Women's Day, appreciation for women's contributions, acknowledgment of ongoing challenges, and a

call to action for gender equality.

How can | make my Women's Day welcome speech more engaging?

To make your Women's Day welcome speech engaging, include inspiring quotes, share real-life stories
of women achievers, use a positive and motivational tone, and encourage audience participation or

reflection.

What is an appropriate opening line for a Women's Day welcome
speech?

An appropriate opening line could be, 'Good morning everyone, and welcome as we come together to
celebrate the strength, resilience, and achievements of women around the world on this International

Women's Day.'



How long should a Women's Day welcome speech be?

A Women's Day welcome speech should ideally be concise and impactful, lasting between 3 to 5

minutes to maintain audience interest and set the tone for the event.

Can humor be used in a Women's Day welcome speech?

Yes, tasteful and relevant humor can be used to lighten the mood and engage the audience, but it

should be respectful and sensitive to the importance of the occasion.

Additional Resources

1. Empowering Voices: Speeches for Women’s Day Celebrations

This book offers a rich collection of inspiring speeches tailored for Women's Day events. It includes
historical references, motivational anecdotes, and calls to action, making it ideal for anyone preparing
a welcome speech. The speeches emphasize the achievements and struggles of women globally,

fostering a sense of pride and unity among listeners.

2. Celebrate Her: Crafting Memorable Women's Day Addresses

A practical guide for speakers, this book provides tips and sample speeches specifically for Women's
Day occasions. It focuses on themes such as empowerment, equality, and appreciation of women's
contributions in various fields. Readers will find useful advice on engaging their audience and

delivering heartfelt messages.

3. Voices of Change: Women's Day Speech Anthology
This anthology compiles powerful speeches delivered by influential women leaders and activists
around the world. It serves as a source of inspiration for crafting meaningful Women's Day welcomes.

The book highlights diverse perspectives and the ongoing fight for gender equality.

4. Inspiring Women, Inspiring Words: Speeches for International Women's Day

Designed for public speakers, this volume presents a variety of speech templates and ideas for



International Women's Day events. It covers historical milestones, contemporary challenges, and
hopeful visions for the future. The book encourages speakers to connect emotionally with their

audience while promoting empowerment.

5. HerStory Speeches: Celebrating Women's Achievements on Women’s Day
This book focuses on narrating the stories of remarkable women through compelling speeches. It
guides readers in creating welcome addresses that celebrate women’s accomplishments and inspire

continued progress. The content is enriched with quotes, anecdotes, and calls for solidarity.

6. The Art of Welcome: Opening Speeches for Women’s Day Events

A specialized resource for event hosts, this book offers expertly crafted opening speeches to set the
tone for Women's Day celebrations. It emphasizes warmth, respect, and motivation, helping speakers
engage their audience from the start. The book also provides tips on adapting speeches to different

audiences.

7. Women’s Day Reflections: Speech Ideas and Themes

This book explores various themes suitable for Women's Day speeches, such as empowerment,
resilience, and equality. It provides a wealth of ideas and examples to help speakers prepare
thoughtful and impactful welcome remarks. The reflections included encourage personal connection

and community building.

8. Grace and Strength: Delivering Powerful Women’s Day Speeches
Focusing on delivery techniques as well as content, this book helps speakers build confidence and
presence for Women's Day addresses. It combines storytelling strategies with relevant content to

create memorable speeches. Readers learn how to balance emotion and information effectively.

9. Women's Day Welcomes: A Speaker’s Companion
This companion guide is designed for anyone tasked with welcoming guests at Women's Day events.
It includes sample speeches, tips for personalization, and advice on tone and style. The book ensures

that speakers can deliver warm, respectful, and inspiring welcomes that honor the spirit of the day.
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women s day welcome speech: Report of the National Seminar on Women as Environmental

Conservationists and Resource Managers, 3-4 June 1990, Kathmandu, Nepal , 1991
women s day welcome speech: Wolf Trap Connor Sullivan, 2024-08-27 Under the direction of

the Special Activities Center in the Operations Directorate of the CIA, over three hundred highly
trained agents operate in the darkest shadows of the country's covert wars. Plucked from the
highest echelons of America's special mission units, these individuals go through rigorous training
by the Agency to perfect the arts of assassination, sabotage, infiltration, and guerrilla warfare.
According to the United States government, this Ground Branch of the CIA does not exist. But when
diplomacy and military intervention fails, the President of the United States calls upon it to solve
America's most dangerous crises. Brian Rhome, a former Ground Branch paramilitary officer,
thought his time within this elite group was over. But now, he's on a desperate race against time
around the globe as he confronts the traumas of his past and unravels a deadly conspiracy that
threatens the highest levels of American democracy. --

women s day welcome speech: Oswaal One For All Question Banks NCERT & CBSE Class
7 (Set of 4 Books) Maths, Science, Social Science, and English (For 2023 Exam) Oswaal
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women s day welcome speech: Weaving Transnational Solidarity Katherine O’Donnell,
2010-07-26 Weaving Transnational Solidarity from the Catskills to Chiapas and Beyond analyzes the
grassroots, economic justice work (1998-2009) of three groups-two Mexican organizations, Jolom
Mayaetik, Mayan women's weaving cooperative, and K’inal Antzetik, NGO in the highlands of
Chiapas, and an informal, international solidarity network. The book provides scholar-activist,
ethnographic case study data which contributes to understanding collective organization, indigenous
rights, and the solidarity process within transnational social movements and critically reflects on
Fair Trade, health, and education solidarity efforts as well as the class, ethnic, and gender
dimensions of neoliberal globalization. Central themes include solidarity, human rights, and social
justice. Indigenous women'’s voices are featured in the book as powerful in transnational justice
organizing-in the global south and north. Critical Global Studies, vol. 2

women s day welcome speech: Appearances and Activities of Leading Personalities of
the People's Republic of China United States. Central Intelligence Agency, 1973

women s day welcome speech: Outspoken Women Lesley A. Hall, 2014-05-01 Studying a
broader period than its contemporaries, this comprehensive study reveals a neglected tradition of
British women’s writing from the Victorian era to the sexual revolution of the 1960s. Outspoken
Women brings together the many and varied non-fictional writings of British women on sexual
attitudes and behaviour, beginning nearly a hundred years prior to the ‘second wave’ of feminism.
Commentators cover a broad range of perspectives and include Darwinists, sexologists, and
campaigners against the spread of VD, as well as women writing about their own lives and
experiences. Covering all aspects of the debate from marriage, female desire and pleasure, to
lesbianism, prostitution, STDs, and sexual ignorance, Lesley A. Hall studies how the works of this
era didn’t just criticise male-defined mores and the ‘dark side’ of sex, but how they increasingly
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promoted the possibility of a brighter view and an informed understanding of the sexual life. Hall’s
remarkable anthology is an engaging examination of this fascinating subject and it provides students
and scholars with an invaluable source of primary material.

women s day welcome speech: Appearances and Activities of Leading Personalities of the
People's Republic of China, 1 January-31 December 1975, 1976

women s day welcome speech: Speeches and Documents of the First ZANU (PF)
Women's League Conference ZANU-PF (Organization : Zimbabwe). Women's League. Conference,
1984

women s day welcome speech: Feminist Constitutionalism Beverley Baines, Daphne
Barak-Erez, Tsvi Kahana, 2012-04-16 Explores the relationship between constitutional law and
feminism, offering a spectrum of approaches and analysis set across a wide range of topics.

women s day welcome speech: The History of the Women's Suffrage: The Flame Ignites Susan
B. Anthony, Ida H. Harper, 2017-10-16 Musaicum Books presents to you this carefully created
volume of The History of the Women's Suffrage: The Flame Ignites. This ebook has been designed
and formatted to the highest digital standards and adjusted for readability on all devices. This
edition covers the women's fight from 1883 to 1920. See the movement in its full light and learn
what it took to obtain most basic civil rights. Learn about the decades long fight, about the
endurance and the strength needed to continue the battle against persistent indifference and
injustice. After the deaths of Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1902 and Susan B. Anthony in 1906, it fell
upon Ida H. Harper, a protégé of Elizabeth Stanton, to document the voices and lives of hidden
figures of the movement. Apart from a thorough look of USA, this book also gives an overview of the
conditions of women's movement in rest of the world. Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) was an
American social reformer and women's rights activist. Born into a Quaker family she became the
New York state agent for the American Anti-Slavery Society. Ida H. Harper (1851-1931) was a
prominent figure in the United States women's suffrage movement. She was an American author,
journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.

women s day welcome speech: Gender, Nation, and Nationalism Amrita Saikia, 2024-12-30
This book looks at the question of the Tibetan nation from the perspective of Tibetan women in exile.
It situates Tibetan women within the debate of Tibetan nation-building and nationalism in exile. In
doing so, the book explores Tibetan women'’s construction of the idea of the Tibetan nation, their
contributions to Tibetan nationalism, their position in Tibetan society, and the nuances of identity.
The author captures the experiences, views, and realities of Tibetan women in exile, drawing from
interviews conducted with participants in three Tibetan settlements in India. This book is an
important contribution to feminist discourse on gender, nation, and nationalism in the context of the
Tibetans in exile. It will appeal to readers and scholars interested in Tibetan studies, nationalism,
feminism, women'’s studies, and Asian studies.

women s day welcome speech: History of Women's Marches - The Political Battle of
Suffragettes (Complete 6 Volume Edition) Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Matilda Gage,
Harriot Stanton Blatch, Ida H. Harper, 2017-03-17 Experience the American feminism in its core.
Learn about the decades long fight, about the endurance and the strength needed to continue the
battle against persistent indifference and injustice. Go back in time and get to know the founders
and the followers, the characters of all the strong women involved in the movement. Find out what
was the spark which started it all and kept the flame going. Learn about the organization, witness
the backdoor conversations and discussions, read their personal correspondence, speeches and
planned tactics. Learn about the relationship between great activists and what caused the fraction.
See the movement in its full light and learn what it took to obtain most basic civil rights. Know your
history and learn how to continue the fight. Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) was an American
suffragist, social activist, abolitionist, and leading figure of the early women's rights movement.
Susan B. Anthony (1820-1906) was an American suffragist, social reformer and women's rights
activist. Harriot Stanton Blatch (1856-1940) was a suffragist and daughter of Elizabeth Stanton.
Matilda Gage (1826-1898) was a suffragist, a Native American rights activist and an abolitionist. Ida




H. Harper (1851-1931) was a prominent figure in the United States women's suffrage movement.
She was an American author, journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.

women s day welcome speech: Shining Humanity Zilka Spahi¢ Siljak, 2014-09-18 Shining
Humanity: Life Stories of Women Peace Builders in Bosnia and Herzegovina is a collection of
biographies of eleven local peace leaders from varying ethnic, religious, and non-religious
backgrounds. As these stories begin to illuminate the women’s deep faith in humanity, they can help
to teach us how to become fully human beings in difficult wartime and post-war situations. The
women selected for inclusion in this book showed genuine humanity (ljudskost) in the darkness of
war and suffering, but dared to imagine a life beyond the imposed boundaries of violence and fear.
This book sheds light on the women'’s side of peace work and on women'’s efforts to (re)build, to
heal, to reconcile, to empower, and to embrace all the challenges and complexities of the post-war
Bosnian realm. These women hope to teach the next generation that each and every person has the
capacity to do something good, and, for this to happen, young people need only have faith that it is
indeed possible to change things for the better. The author examines how moral imagination
functioned in the lives of women peace builders as they proceeded to make progress in their efforts
to bring peace to their communities, and discusses the social history of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(BiH), its special dynamics, values, and norms; the role of religion in peace-building in an
overwhelmingly de-secularized society; and, finally, the achievements of ordinary women who made
extraordinary journeys. This analytical account of the life stories of Bosnian women peace builders
provides valuable anthropological material from the local Bosnian context that can offer guidance
for other regional, and even global, peace builders. Readers will learn that peace-building in BiH
was motivated by the concepts of both care ethics and feminist ethics of justice and compassion, as
well as the surviving socialist ethics of unity and equality, and by the universal human rights norms
codified in the legal system of BiH. Most of the peace builders in this book are religious, but their
religion came into play only later as one of many equally important and relevant rationales for their
peace work. These stories do not present an idealized image of women or of perfect peace activists,
but rather they tell the tale of ordinary women who bore witness to horror but chose to live in hope.

women s day welcome speech: Mary C. McCall Jr. J. E. Smyth, 2024-09-03 A screenwriter,
novelist, labor leader, Hollywood insider, and feminist, Mary C. McCall Jr. was one of the film
industry’s most powerful figures in the 1940s and early 1950s. She was elected the first woman
president of the Screen Writers Guild after leading the fight to unionize the industry’s writers and
secured the first contract guaranteeing a minimum wage, credit protection, and pay raises. Her
advocacy was not welcomed by all: To screenwriters McCall was an “avenging goddess,” but to
studio heads she was, in the words of one Hollywood executive, “the meanest bitch in town.” And
after a clash with the mogul Howard Hughes in the blacklist-era 1950s, she disappeared from the
pages of Hollywood history. J. E. Smyth tells McCall’s remarkable story for the first time, putting the
spotlight on her trailblazing career and crucial influence. She explores McCall’s life and work, from
her friendships with stars such as Bette Davis, Humphrey Bogart, and James Cagney to her
authorship of the hit Maisie series about a working-class showgirl’s adventures. Analyzing McCall’s
deft political maneuvering, Smyth offers new insight on screenwriters’ struggle for equality and
recognition. She also examines why McCall’s legacy is unrecognized, showing how the Hollywood
blacklist and entrenched sexism obscured her accomplishments. Colorful and compelling, this
biography provides a powerful account of how one extraordinary woman shaped golden age
Hollywood.

women s day welcome speech: The Terezin Diary of Gonda Redlich Saul S. Friedman,
2014-07-11 In 1941, the fortress city of Terezin, outside Prague, was ostensibly converted into model
ghetto, where Jews could temporarily reside before being sent to a more permanent settlement. In
reality it was a way station to Auschwitz. When young Gonda Redlich was deported to Terezin in
December of 1941, the elders selected him to be in charge of the youth welfare department. He kept
a diary during his imprisonment, chronicling the fear and desperation of life in the ghetto, the
attempts people made to create a cultural and social life, and the disease, death, rumors, and hopes



that were part of daily existence. Before his own deportation to Auschwitz, with his wife and son, in
1944, he concealed his diary in an attic, where it remained until discovered by Czech workers in
1967.

women s day welcome speech: Shelters for Battered Women and the Needs of
Immigrant Women Rachel Paul, 1998 Fullstendig tit.: Shelters for battered women and the needs
of immigrant women. 109 s., hf. (TemaNord 1998:507)

women s day welcome speech: Freethinkers and Labor Leaders Maria Teresa Fernandez
Aceves,

women s day welcome speech: THE HISTORY OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE - Complete 6
Volumes (Illustrated) Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, Matilda Gage, Harriot Stanton
Blatch, Ida H. Harper, 2017-03-09 Experience the American feminism in its core. Learn about the
decades long fight, about the endurance and the strength needed to continue the battle against
persistent indifference and injustice. Go back in time and get to know the founders and the
followers, the characters of all the strong women involved in the movement. Find out what was the
spark which started it all and kept the flame going. Learn about the organization, witness the
backdoor conversations and discussions, read their personal correspondence, speeches and planned
tactics. Learn about the relationship between great activists and what caused the fraction. See the
movement in its full light and learn what it took to obtain most basic civil rights. Know your history!
This six volumes edition covers the women's suffrage movement from 1848 to 1922. Originally
envisioned as a modest publication that would take only four months to write, it evolved into a work
of more than 5700 pages written over a period of 41 years and was completed in 1922, long after the
deaths of its visionary authors and editors, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. However,
realizing that the project was unlikely to make a profit, Anthony had already bought the rights from
the other authors. As a sole owner, she published the books herself and donated many copies to
libraries and people of influence. Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902) was an American suffragist,
social activist, abolitionist, and leading figure of the early women's rights movement. Susan B.
Anthony (1820-1906) was an American suffragist, social reformer and women's rights activist.
Harriot Stanton Blatch (1856-1940) was a suffragist and daughter of Elizabeth Stanton. Matilda
Gage (1826-1898) was a suffragist, a Native American rights activist and an abolitionist. Ida H.
Harper (1851-1931) was a prominent figure in the United States women's suffrage movement. She
was an American author, journalist and biographer of Susan B. Anthony.

women s day welcome speech: A Woman Among Warlords Malalai Joya, 2009-10-20 Malalai
Joya has been called the bravest woman in Afghanistan. At a constitutional assembly in Kabul in
2003, she stood up and denounced her country's powerful NATO-backed warlords. She was
twenty-five years old. Two years later, she became the youngest person elected to Afghanistan's new
Parliament. In 2007, she was suspended from Parliament for her persistent criticism of the warlords
and drug barons and their cronies. She has survived four assassination attempts to date, is
accompanied at all times by armed guards, and sleeps only in safe houses. Often compared to
democratic leaders such as Burma's Aung San Suu Kyi, this extraordinary young woman was raised
in the refugee camps of Iran and Pakistan. Inspired in part by her father's activism, Malalai became
a teacher in secret girls' schools, holding classes in a series of basements. She hid her books under
her burqga so the Taliban couldn't find them. She also helped establish a free medical clinic and
orphanage in her impoverished home province of Farah. The endless wars of Afghanistan have
created a generation of children without parents. Like so many others who have lost people they
care about, Malalai lost one of her orphans when the girl's family members sold her into marriage.
While many have talked about the serious plight of women in Afghanistan, Malalai Joya takes us
inside the country and shows us the desperate dayto-day situations these remarkable people face at
every turn. She recounts some of the many acts of rebellion that are helping to change the country --
the women who bravely take to the streets in peaceful protest against their oppression; the men who
step forward and claim I am her mahram, so the fundamentalists won't punish a woman for walking
alone; and the families that give their basements as classrooms for female students. A controversial



political figure in one of the most dangerous places on earth, Malalai Joya is a hero for our times, a
young woman who refused to be silent, a young woman committed to making a difference in the
world, no matter the cost.

women s day welcome speech: Sexual Politics in Indonesia S. Wieringa, 2002-05-21 This
book analyzes the interaction between nationalism, feminism and socialism in Indonesia since the
beginning of the twentieth century until the New Order State of President Suharto. The focus is on
the communist women's organization Gerwani, which was by 1965 the largest communist women's
organization in the non-communist world. Gerwani members combined feminist demands such as a
reform of the marriage law with an insistence upon a political role for women. The organization was
destroyed in a campaign of sexual slander orchestrated by the military under General Suharto.
Hundreds of thousands of people were killed. President Sukarno lost his power and General Suharto
took over.
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