women's history of the world rosalind miles

women's history of the world rosalind miles stands as a monumental work in the field of feminist
historiography and global women's studies. This comprehensive book, authored by Rosalind Miles,
provides an extensive exploration of the roles, achievements, and challenges of women throughout
different civilizations and epochs. By uncovering the often overlooked contributions of women in
history, the book sheds light on their impact across various cultures, societies, and historical events.
The narrative spans from prehistoric times to the modern era, illustrating the evolving status and
influence of women in the shaping of the world. This article delves deeply into the significance of
Rosalind Miles' work, the major themes addressed in the book, and the critical reception it has
received. Additionally, it highlights the relevance of "Women's History of the World" in
contemporary discussions on gender and history.
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e Historical Periods Covered in the Book
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Overview of Rosalind Miles and Her Work

Rosalind Miles is a distinguished British historian, author, and feminist scholar recognized for her
contributions to the study of women's history. Her book, Women's History of the World, is celebrated
for its ambitious scope and detailed research. Miles combines academic rigor with accessible prose
to engage a broad readership interested in understanding women's roles throughout history. Beyond
this work, she has written numerous books and essays that focus on feminist themes, women's
rights, and historical reinterpretations that challenge traditional male-centric narratives.

Background and Scholarly Approach

Miles approaches history from a feminist perspective, emphasizing the importance of re-examining
historical records to include women's experiences and contributions. Her methodology involves
synthesizing archaeological findings, historical documents, and cultural studies to provide a holistic
view of women's influence. This approach not only rectifies historical omissions but also highlights
the diversity of women's lives across time and geography.

Publication and Editions

Women's History of the World was first published in the mid-1980s and has since been reissued in



various editions due to its ongoing relevance and popularity. Each edition reflects updates and
expansions that incorporate new research, making it a dynamic resource for students, educators,
and general readers alike.

Key Themes in Women's History of the World

The book covers a wide array of themes central to understanding women's place in history. Rosalind
Miles explores these themes through a lens that highlights both the struggles and achievements of
women, providing a balanced narrative that challenges stereotypes and assumptions.

Women's Roles in Society and Culture

A major focus of the book is the examination of the social roles women have played, from domestic
caregivers and laborers to leaders and innovators. Miles investigates how cultural norms and
societal structures have shaped these roles and how women have navigated and sometimes resisted
these limitations.

Power and Leadership

The narrative includes detailed accounts of women who have wielded power as queens, warriors,
religious figures, and political leaders. By highlighting these figures, the book underscores the
capacity of women to influence history at the highest levels despite systemic obstacles.

Challenges and Oppression

Another critical theme addresses the systemic oppression faced by women, including legal
inequalities, social restrictions, and cultural biases. Miles documents how these challenges have
varied across different eras and regions but have consistently impacted women's lives and
opportunities.

Achievements and Contributions

The book celebrates the diverse contributions of women to fields such as science, art, literature, and
social reform. It brings to light many lesser-known figures whose work has had lasting impact but
has historically been marginalized or ignored.

Historical Periods Covered in the Book

Rosalind Miles organizes her exploration of women's history in a chronological framework, tracing
developments from ancient times to the modern age. This structure allows readers to appreciate the
progression and transformation of women's roles over millennia.



Prehistoric and Ancient Civilizations

The book begins with the prehistoric era, discussing archaeological evidence of women's roles in
early human societies. It then moves into ancient civilizations such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece,
and Rome, highlighting women's varying statuses and contributions within these cultures.

Medieval and Renaissance Periods

During the medieval era, women's lives were deeply influenced by feudal systems, religious
institutions, and emerging nation-states. The Renaissance brought new opportunities as well as
continued challenges, especially in education and the arts, which the book explores in detail.

Modern Era to Contemporary Times

The final sections focus on the industrial revolution, the suffrage movement, and the ongoing fight
for gender equality in the 20th and 21st centuries. Miles discusses how social, political, and
economic changes have altered women's experiences globally.

Impact on Feminist Historiography

Women's History of the World has had a profound influence on feminist historiography by providing
a comprehensive framework for understanding women's historical experiences. It has inspired
further research, curriculum development, and public discourse on women's history.

Shifting Historical Narratives

The book contributed to shifting the historical narrative from a male-dominated perspective to one
that recognizes women's central roles. This shift has encouraged historians to re-examine sources
and seek out women's voices and stories.

Educational Influence

Many academic institutions have incorporated Miles' work into their curricula, influencing how
history is taught. The book serves as a foundational text for courses in women's studies, history, and
gender studies.

Encouragement of Intersectional Perspectives

The book also laid groundwork for more nuanced understandings of how race, class, and culture
intersect with gender in historical contexts, broadening the scope of feminist historical inquiry.



Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, Women's History of the World has been widely praised for its scholarly depth,
narrative style, and comprehensive coverage. It remains a seminal work in the field of women's
history and feminist literature.

Academic Praise

Scholars have lauded Rosalind Miles for her meticulous research and ability to synthesize complex
historical data into an accessible format. The book has been cited extensively in academic works and
continues to be a key reference.

Popular Appeal

Beyond academia, the book's engaging storytelling and broad scope have made it popular among
general readers interested in history and women's issues. Its influence extends into popular culture
and educational programming.

Ongoing Relevance

The themes and insights presented by Rosalind Miles remain relevant today as discussions about
gender equality and women's rights continue globally. The book's legacy endures as a vital resource
for understanding the past and inspiring future scholarship.

Notable Highlights from Women's History of the World

The book includes numerous fascinating insights and revelations about women's history. Some
notable highlights include:

e The role of women as early spiritual leaders and priestesses in ancient societies.

e« Women's contributions to medicine and healing practices throughout history.

e The political influence of queens and empresses who shaped empires and nations.
e Women's participation in revolutionary movements and social reforms.

e The evolution of women's rights movements leading to suffrage and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who is Rosalind Miles in the context of women's history?

Rosalind Miles is a British author and historian known for her extensive work on women's history,
including her influential book 'The Women's History of the World,' which explores the roles and
contributions of women throughout history.

What is the significance of Rosalind Miles' book 'The Women's
History of the World'?

‘The Women's History of the World' by Rosalind Miles is significant because it provides a
comprehensive overview of women's roles, achievements, and struggles from prehistoric times to
the modern era, challenging traditional male-centric historical narratives.

When was 'The Women's History of the World' by Rosalind
Miles first published?

'The Women's History of the World' was first published in 1988 and has since been recognized as a
seminal work in feminist history and women's studies.

How does Rosalind Miles approach the subject of women's
history in her book?

Rosalind Miles approaches women's history by highlighting overlooked stories and contributions of
women across different cultures and epochs, using a blend of historical research, feminist theory,
and engaging storytelling to reshape the understanding of world history.

What impact has Rosalind Miles' work had on modern feminist
movements?

Rosalind Miles' work, particularly 'The Women's History of the World,' has helped inspire and inform
modern feminist movements by providing historical context for gender equality struggles and
emphasizing the longstanding presence and importance of women in shaping society.

Are there any notable themes emphasized in Rosalind Miles'
‘The Women's History of the World'?

Notable themes in 'The Women's History of the World' include the systemic marginalization of
women, the evolution of gender roles, women's resistance and resilience, and the importance of
rewriting history to include women's perspectives and achievements.

Additional Resources

1. Who Cooked the Last Supper? The Women's History of the World

Rosalind Miles explores the often overlooked contributions of women throughout history,
challenging traditional narratives dominated by men. This groundbreaking book highlights women's
roles in shaping civilizations, from prehistoric times to the modern era. It combines scholarly



research with engaging storytelling to bring women's history to the forefront.

2. Women in History: The Hidden Figures

This book delves into the lives of remarkable women who have been marginalized or omitted from
mainstream historical accounts. Rosalind Miles sheds light on their achievements in politics, science,
art, and social reform. The narrative emphasizes the importance of recognizing women's impact
across different cultures and epochs.

3. The Warrior Queens: Women Who Led Armies and Changed History

Focusing on female military leaders, this work chronicles the exploits of queens and women warriors
who defied gender norms to command armies and influence battles. Rosalind Miles presents vivid
biographies of figures like Boudica, Joan of Arc, and others. The book illustrates how women have
shaped warfare and political power throughout history.

4. Women Writers and the Making of History

This title examines the contributions of women authors whose works have influenced historical
thought and cultural development. Rosalind Miles highlights the challenges these writers faced and
their perseverance in a male-dominated literary world. The book also traces the evolution of
women's writing from ancient times to the present.

5. Queens, Courtesans, and Commoners: Women's Roles in Society

Rosalind Miles explores the diverse social positions women have held, from royalty and nobility to
everyday life. The book provides insights into how class and status shaped women's experiences and
opportunities across different periods. It also discusses the interplay between gender and power in
societal structures.

6. The Feminine Face of Revolution

This book investigates women's participation in revolutionary movements worldwide, highlighting
their courage and leadership. Rosalind Miles documents stories of women activists who fought for
rights, freedom, and social change. The narrative underscores the critical roles women have played
in shaping political revolutions.

7. Women and Religion: A Historical Perspective

Rosalind Miles analyzes the complex relationship between women and religion throughout history.
The book discusses how religious beliefs and institutions have both restricted and empowered
women. It covers various faith traditions and their impact on women's lives and societal status.

8. Inventing Women: Female Innovators Through the Ages

Focusing on women's contributions to science, technology, and invention, this book highlights
lesser-known female pioneers. Rosalind Miles celebrates their creativity and resilience in
overcoming barriers to innovation. The work aims to inspire recognition of women's roles in
advancing knowledge and technology.

9. Voices of Women: Oral Histories and Personal Narratives

This book collects and analyzes personal stories and oral histories that reveal women's lived
experiences across cultures and time periods. Rosalind Miles emphasizes the value of these
narratives in understanding history from a female perspective. The book advocates for the inclusion
of women's voices in the historical record.
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women s history of the world rosalind miles: The Women's History of the World Rosalind
Miles, 1990 Examines women's contribution to the evolution of the human race, and the female
achievement on every level-cultural, commercial domestic, emotional, and social.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: British Women Writers and the Writing of
History, 1670-1820 Devoney Looser, 2000 Chosen by Choice Magazine as an Outstanding Academic
Title Until recently, history writing has been understood as a male enclave from which women were
restricted, particularly prior to the nineteenth century. The first book to look at British women
writers and their contributions to historiography during the long eighteenth century, British Women
Writers and the Writing of History, 1670-1820, asks why, rather than writing history that included
their own sex, some women of this period chose to write the same kind of history as men—one that
marginalized or excluded women altogether. But as Devoney Looser demonstrates, although British
women's historically informed writings were not necessarily feminist or even female-focused, they
were intimately involved in debates over and conversations about the genre of history. Looser
investigates the careers of Lucy Hutchinson, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, Charlotte Lennox,
Catharine Macaulay, Hester Lynch Piozzi, and Jane Austen and shows how each of their
contributions to historical discourse differed greatly as a result of political, historical, religious,
class, and generic affiliations. Adding their contributions to accounts of early modern writing refutes
the assumption that historiography was an exclusive men's club and that fiction was the only prose
genre open to women.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Who Cooked the Last Supper? Rosalind
Miles, 2007-12-18 Who Cooked the Last Supper? overturns the phallusy of history and gives voice to
the untold history of the world: the contributions of millions of unsung women. Men dominate
history because men write history. There have been many heroes, but no heroines. Here, in Who
Cooked the Last Supper?, is the history you never learned--but should have! Without politics or
polemics, this brilliant and witty book overturns centuries of preconceptions to restore women to
their rightful place at the center of culture, revolution, empire, war, and peace. Spiced with tales of
individual women who have shaped civilization, celebrating the work and lives of women around the
world, and distinguished by a wealth of research, Who Cooked the Last Supper? redefines our
concept of historical reality.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Writing Women's History Since the
Renaissance Mary Spongberg, 2017-03-08 The complaint of Catherine Morland in Jane Austen's
Northanger Abbey, that history has ‘hardly any women at all' is not an uncommon one. Yet there is
evidence to suggest that women have engaged in historical writing since ancient times. This study
traces the history of women's historical writing, reclaiming the lives of individual women historians,
recovering women's historical writings from the past and focusing on how gender has shaped the
genre of history. Mary Spongberg brings together for the first time an extensive survey of the
progress of women's historical writing from the Renaissance to the present, demonstrating the
continuities between women's historical writings in the past and the development of a distinctly
woman-centred historiography. Writing Women's History since the Renaissance also examines the
relationship between women's history and the development of feminist consciousness, suggesting
that the study of history has alerted women to their unequal status and enabled them to use history
to achieve women's rights. Whether feminist or anti-feminist, women who have had their historical
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writings published have served as role models for women seeking a voice in the public sphere and
have been instrumental in encouraging the growth of a feminist discourse.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Writing Women’s History Karen M. Offen,
Ruth Roach Pierson, Jane Rendall, 1991-08-23 Five essays address such themes as the relationship
between feminist history and women's history, the use of the concept of experience, the
development of the history of gender, demographic history and women's history and the importance
of post-structuralism to women's history.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Teaching Women's History Kelsie Brook
Eckert, 2024-07-04 Teaching Women's History: Breaking Barriers and Undoing Male Centrism in
K-12 Social Studies challenges and guides K-12 history teachers to incorporate comprehensive and
diverse women'’s history into every region and era of their history curriculum. Providing a wealth of
practical examples, ideas, and lesson plans - all backed by scholarly research - for secondary and
middle school classes, this book demonstrates how teachers can weave women’s history into their
curriculum today. It breaks down how history is taught currently, how teachers are prepared, and
what expectations are set in state standards and textbooks and then shows how teachers can use
pedagogical approaches to better incorporate women’s voices into each of these realms. Each
chapter explores a major barrier to teaching an inclusive history and how to overcome it, and every
chapter ends with an inquiry-based lesson plan on women or using women's sources which stands
counter to the way curriculum is traditionally taught, a case in point that tasks readers to realize
how women have been integral to every period of history. With expert guidance from an
award-winning social studies teacher, this guidebook will be important reading for middle and high
school history educators. It will also be beneficial to preservice teachers, particularly within Social
Studies Education and Gender Studies. Additional resources for educators are available to view at
www.remedialherstory.com.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Companion to Women's Historical Writing M.
Spongberg, A. Curthoys, B. Caine, 2016-04-30 This A-Z reference work provides the first
comprehensive reference guide to the wide range of historical writing with which women have been
involved, particularly since the Renaissance. The Companion covers biographical writing, travelogue
and historical fictions, broadening the concept of history to include the forms of writing with which
women have historically engaged. The focus is on women writing in English internationally, but
historical and historiographical traditions from beyond the English-speaking world are also
examined. Brief biographies of individual writers are included.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: The 16 Faces of Women Stephen Whitehead,
2011-07-13 The definitive guide to the female species. The 16 Faces of Women is the first book to
unveil the hidden character which makes up modern woman. The book really gets below the surface
of femininity and exposes just what it means to be a woman today - the positives and the negatives.
From sex to love, family to career, relationships to appearances, this book candidly and honestly
tells it all. Written by sociological experts on gender studies and based on extensive research, The
16 Faces of Women is an indispensible guide for any woman who wants to know which types of men
she attracts, what other women think of her, and whether she is destined to be a home bird or a
leader of men. This book is also a must-have purchase for any man who is in a relationship with a
modern woman, or wants to be. Written in a direct, insightful, yet humorous style, The 16 Faces of
Women is a unique book for both sexes. What do men love about 'Chameleon'? What sort of mother
does 'Angelina' make? What makes 'Diva’ such a seducer of men? Why is Lois Lane' destined to rule
the world? And what gets 'Plate Spinner' in such a whirl?

women s history of the world rosalind miles: The Feminist Quiz Book Sian
Meades-Williams, Laura Brown, Sara Pascoe, 2020-10-01 Which journalist and explorer travelled
around the world in 72 days but still found the time to stop in Singapore and buy a money called
McGinty? Who was the first person to be awarded two Nobel Prizes? What year were women first
allowed to act on stage in England? Delve into the fascinating history of women who refused, dared,
led, asked and discovered. Covering all of the topics you studied at school, from Literature,



Mathematics and Science to Politics, Music and Art, with easy to difficult questions, crosswords,
wordsearches, anagrams and much more! Find out if you know the women who created the very
items that surround you. Discover the women who weren't afraid to be the first. Test yourself on the
women who keep fighting. The Feminist Quiz Book is a celebration of women from around the world
and the perfect gift for the feminists in your life!

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Twilight of the Machines John Zerzan, 2008
The mentor of the green anarchist and neo-primitive movements is back with his first book in six
years, confronting civilisation, mass society, modernity and technoculture - both the history of its
developing crisis and the possibilities for its human and humane solutions. As John Zerzan writes,
These dire times may yet reveal invigorating new vistas of thought and action. When everything is at
stake, all must be confronted and superseded. At this moment, there is the distinct possibility of
doing just that."

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Ana Pauker Robert Levy, 2001-03-22 Yet this
woman whom Time Magazine described in 1948 as the most powerful woman alive has been buried
under a myth of mindless loyalty to Stalin and such fanaticism that she supposedly could denounce
her own husband, Marcel Pauker, as a traitor, which Levy proves she did not do..

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Environment Glenn Adelson, James Engell,
Kevin P. Van Anglen, Brent Ranalli, 2008-01-01 This major anthology is the first to apply a fully
interdisciplinary approach to environmental studies. A comprehensive guide to environmental
literacy, the book demonstrates how the sciences, social sciences, and humanities all contribute to
understanding our interrelationships with the natural world. Though not specialized, Environment is
a book that even specialists can learn from. Ten innovative case studies--climate shock, species
endangerment, nuclear power, biotechnology, sustainable development, deforestation,
environmental security, globalization, wilderness, and the urban environment--are followed by
readings from specific disciplines. These can be integrated with the case studies to shape individual
interests and teaching strategies. The volume presents an imaginative array of texts, from scientific
papers to poetry, legal decisions to historical accounts, personal essays to economic analysis. Taken
together, these selections provide a balanced, authoritative, and up-to-date treatment of key issues
in environmental studies.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Women's Studies Quarterly (99: 3-4) Colette A.
Hyman, Diane Lichtenstein, 1999-08 Activists and educators explore ways to strengthen the ties
between the classroom and the world.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Battle Cries and Lullabies Linda Grant De
Pauw, 2014-07-11 IN THIS GROUNDBREAKING WORK, covering thousands of years of history and
spanning the globe, Linda Grant De Pauw explores the varied roles women have played in war. De
Pauw depicts women as victims and as warriors; as nurses, spies, sex workers, and wives and
mothers of soldiers; as warrior queens leading armies into battle, and as baggage carriers marching
in the rear. Her historical survey provides context for current public policy debates over women in
the military.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Adam Was Trapped Eve Was Framed Ph. D.
Lita Rawdin Singer, 2008-11 Finally a book that will not challenge the stories of religion, but rather
help you understand and deal with the impact that spiritual abuse has had on relationships. At last,
here is a practical book for helping women and men address their problems by getting at the root
causes--prehistoric events that led to male insecurity and the subordination of women, transmitted
to us over the ages by religious views of a male God and inferior, submissive women. What Dr.
Singer terms spiritual abuse is a major contributor to the problem between the sexes, and she
provides a guide to help couples to escape from it. --Robert S. McElvaine Author, Eve's Seed:
Biology, the Sexes and the Course of History Chair, Department of History, Millsaps College,
Jackson, Ms. What a clever and brilliant title ADAM WAS TRAPPED EVE WAS FRAMED and the
substance of the book easily compliments the title. It is as good, or better than any book I have read
on the quest for personal freedom. Part One, alone, on being Awake is worth the price of the book.



Life is in session...are you present? This book, in a beautiful and profound way, tells you how you can
become present on your personal road to freedom. --William Edelen Former Minister of the First
Congregational Church in Tacoma, Washington Lecturer for the Department of Religion at the
University of Puget Sound Columnist, Writer and Lecturer Follow Adam and Eve in their therapy
with Dr. Lita after he tells about his affair and he wants to leave the marriage, and watch what
happens --- This is a book about Change. Your Change . ----Follow the five steps AWAKE, NOTICE,
CATCH, INTERRUPT AND CHANGE, and you will have the keys to Partnership, Balance and
Freedom . ---It is not what happens in your life, but how you deal with it that matters . ---To find love,
inner peace, is an inside job and starts with the journey within.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: The Rise of Women and Wealth Cindy
Couyoumjian, 2022-08-30 Cindy Couyoumjian—founder of Cinergy Financial, with over 36 years of
experience—is on a mission to empower women to stop being spectators and enter the financial
arena; to stand up and assert their inalienable right to financial self-determination. Although today
in the US, women are making gains in higher education, hold corporate positions, and are successful
leaders, men still control most of the household wealth. Yet women are powerful agents of change
with boundless potential in the financial realm. In The Rise of Women and Wealth, Cindy shows that
by confronting America’s patriarchal past, women can become financially literate; reclaim the power
and liberty that have been taken away; embrace a financial future filled with endless possibilities;
strongly affirm, “Yes, I can.” Women everywhere must find the courage, strength, and inspiration to
move forward by understanding the past. Cindy’s message is a hopeful one, filled with intuitive
truths about a brighter tomorrow for women and their financial power and freedom. Cindy
Couyoumjian is a Registered Representative offering securities and advisory services through
Independent Financial Group LLC (IFG), a Registered Investment Adviser. Member FINRA/SIPC.
Cinergy Financial Greenleaf Book Group Press, R. F. Georgy, and IFG are unaffiliated.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Modern Arabic Literature Reuven Snir,
2017-06-02 The study of Arabic literature is blossoming. This book provides a comprehensive
theoretical framework to help research this highly prolific and diverse production of contemporary
literary texts. Based on the achievements of historical poetics, in particular those of Russian
formalism and its theoretical legacy, this framework offers flexible, transparent, and unbiased tools
to understand the relevant contexts within the literary system. The aim is to enhance our
understanding of Arabic literature, throw light on areas of literary production that traditionally have
been neglected, and stimulate others to take up the fascinating challenge of mapping out and
exploring them.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: This Is Our Story Janet Wootton, 2013-01-07
The story of women's ministry is longer and far more varied than most people imagine. This book
tells the story of women's ministry in the Free Churches, and looks at its impact on the ways we
worship and live out our Christian lives. Women have ministered in garrets and gutters, at home and
on the mission field. Today, women are fully engaged in ministry within our multicultural society,
bringing a diversity of voices to match the diversity of the world in which we live. Six well-known
contributors who are themselves involved in the story of women's ministry explore issues of
leadership and authority, preaching and worship, global perspectives, the relation to feminist
theology and the ecumenical setting. Their contributions are complemented by the voice of
experience. Women from varied backgrounds tell their own stories of being called to a ministry that
sometimes doesn't fit, of wrestling with the traditions that have nurtured their faith and that can put
obstacles in their way. Here we see something of the variety and of the rich texture of women's
ministries in the contemporary church. Some of the women represented here have found their
journey to ministry uncomplicated. Others have traveled long and painful roads, meeting opposition
and hostility. Many have moved from trying to be one of the boys to the recognition that their gender
can have an influence on their ministry. The stories interact with the articles, bringing many lively
and dramatic voices to the telling of our story.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Mutating Concepts, Evolving Disciplines:




Genetics, Medicine, and Society L.S. Parker, Rachel A. Ankeny, 2012-12-06 Advances in genetics,
such as the Human Genome Project's successful mapping of the human genome and the discovery of
ever more sites of disease-related mutations, invite re-examination of basic concepts underlying our
fundamental social practices and institutions. Having children, assigning responsibility, identifying
causes, using social and scientific resources to improve human well-being, among other concepts,
will never be the same. Our concepts of moral and legal responsibility, cause and effect, disease
prevention, health, disability, enhancement, personal identity, and reproductive autonomy and
responsibility are all subtly changing in response to developments in genetics. Biology, law,
medicine, and other disciplines are also evolving in response to mutating concepts in genetics
itself-for example, dominance, causation, behavior, gene expression, and gene. The selections in this
volume employ philosophical and historical perspectives to shed light on classic social, ethical, and
philosophical issues raised with renewed urgency against the backdrop of the mapping of the human
genome.

women s history of the world rosalind miles: Creations of Fire Cathy Cobb, Harold
Goldwhite, 2013-11-11 he history of chemistry is a story of human endeavor-and as er T ratic as
human nature itself. Progress has been made in fits and starts, and it has come from all parts of the
globe. Because the scope of this history is considerable (some 100,000 years), it is necessary to
impose some order, and we have organized the text around three dis cemible-albeit gross--divisions
of time: Part 1 (Chaps. 1-7) covers 100,000 BeE (Before Common Era) to the late 1700s and presents
the background of the Chemical Revolution; Part 2 (Chaps. 8-14) covers the late 1700s to World War
land presents the Chemical Revolution and its consequences; Part 3 (Chaps. 15-20) covers World
War I to 1950 and presents the Quantum Revolution and its consequences and hints at revolutions to
come. There have always been two tributaries to the chemical stream: experiment and theory. But
systematic experimental methods were not routinely employed until the 1600s-and quantitative
theories did not evolve until the 1700s-and it can be argued that modem chernistry as a science did
not begin until the Chemical Revolution in the 1700s. xi xii PREFACE We argue however that the
first experiments were performed by arti sans and the first theories proposed by philosophers-and
that a rev olution can be understood only in terms of what is being revolted against.
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