
woman in a business suit

woman in a business suit represents a powerful image of professionalism, confidence, and modern
workplace dynamics. This attire has evolved significantly over the decades, reflecting changes in fashion,
gender roles, and corporate culture. A woman in a business suit is often seen as a symbol of competence and
authority, blending style with functionality to meet the demands of various professional environments.
Understanding the nuances of business suits for women, from design to appropriate occasions, is essential for
anyone looking to make a strong impression in the business world. This article explores the history, styles,
cultural significance, and tips for choosing and wearing a woman in a business suit effectively. The
following sections will guide readers through these key aspects.

The Evolution of the Woman in a Business Suit

Styles and Types of Business Suits for Women

Choosing the Right Business Suit for Different Occasions

Color and Fabric Considerations

Accessorizing a Woman in a Business Suit

Impact on Professional Image and Confidence

The Evolution of the Woman in a Business Suit
The concept of a woman in a business suit has undergone a remarkable transformation over the last
century. Initially, business suits were predominantly designed for men, and women’s workplace attire was
limited and often informal. The mid-20th century marked a turning point as women increasingly entered
the workforce, necessitating professional attire that combined femininity with the traditional power
dressing associated with men’s suits. Designers like Coco Chanel pioneered elements such as the tailored
jacket and skirt suit, which became staples for professional women.

Historical Milestones
From the 1940s through the 1980s, the woman in a business suit evolved alongside social changes. The
1970s introduced more varied silhouettes, including pantsuits, which broke traditional norms and offered
greater comfort and mobility. By the 1990s and into the 21st century, the business suit for women



expanded in diversity, incorporating different cuts, fabrics, and styles to suit individual preferences and
corporate cultures.

Changing Workplace Norms
The evolution of the woman in a business suit mirrors shifts in gender roles and workplace expectations. As
women gained leadership roles and equal footing in many industries, the business suit became a symbol of
empowerment and professionalism. Today, the business suit for women is not only about conformity but
also self-expression within professional boundaries.

Styles and Types of Business Suits for Women
There are numerous styles and types of business suits designed specifically for women, each catering to
different tastes, body types, and professional settings. Understanding these options helps women select suits
that enhance their appearance and confidence.

Skirt Suits
The classic skirt suit consists of a tailored blazer paired with a skirt, typically knee-length. This style is
traditional and widely accepted in conservative industries. It offers a polished, feminine look while
maintaining professionalism.

Pantsuits
Pantsuits have gained immense popularity, especially in industries favoring a modern and practical
approach. They combine a tailored jacket with matching trousers, providing comfort and a powerful
silhouette. Pantsuits are ideal for women who prioritize mobility and a contemporary aesthetic.

Dress Suits
Dress suits integrate a blazer with a dress, usually sheath-style, offering an elegant and streamlined option.
This style is favored for formal business occasions and presentations, balancing sophistication with business
appropriateness.

Double-Breasted and Single-Breasted Jackets
Business suits for women may feature single-breasted or double-breasted jackets. Single-breasted jackets are



versatile and generally more common, while double-breasted designs convey a stronger, more
authoritative look.

Choosing the Right Business Suit for Different Occasions
Selecting the appropriate business suit involves considering the nature of the occasion, industry standards,
and personal style. The right suit enhances professionalism while fitting the context of the event or
workplace.

Corporate and Formal Business Settings
In traditional corporate environments, a woman in a business suit should opt for conservative colors like
black, navy, or gray with minimal patterns. Tailored fits and classic designs are preferred to maintain a
polished and authoritative image.

Creative and Casual Workplaces
Industries such as advertising, tech, or media often allow more relaxed dress codes. Here, business suits may
incorporate brighter colors, unique fabrics, or unconventional cuts. Women can express individuality while
maintaining a professional demeanor.

Interviews and Networking Events
For interviews and networking, choosing a suit that projects confidence and professionalism is essential.
Neutral colors and well-fitted styles that complement the wearer’s body shape help create a positive first
impression.

Business Travel and Conferences
Comfort and versatility become priorities for business travel. A woman in a business suit designed with
wrinkle-resistant fabrics and adaptable pieces such as removable liners or stretch materials ensures ease of
movement and a fresh appearance throughout the day.

Color and Fabric Considerations
The color and fabric of a business suit greatly influence its appropriateness and comfort. These factors also
affect how the woman in a business suit is perceived in professional settings.



Popular Colors

Black: Timeless, formal, and authoritative.

Navy Blue: Professional with a softer alternative to black.

Gray: Versatile and neutral, suitable for many occasions.

Beige and Cream: Ideal for warmer climates or less formal environments.

Bold Colors: Deep reds, emerald greens, or purples for creative industries or statement pieces.

Fabric Types
Quality fabrics contribute to the suit’s durability, comfort, and appearance. Common materials include wool,
wool blends, polyester, cotton, and silk blends. Wool is favored for its breathability and wrinkle resistance,
while lighter fabrics suit warmer weather.

Accessorizing a Woman in a Business Suit
Accessories play a crucial role in completing the look of a woman in a business suit. Well-chosen accessories
can enhance professionalism and personal style without detracting from the suit’s clean lines.

Footwear
Shoes should be comfortable and appropriate for the workplace. Classic pumps, loafers, or low-heeled shoes
in neutral colors complement most business suits.

Jewelry and Watches
Minimalistic and elegant jewelry such as stud earrings, thin bracelets, or a classic wristwatch adds a subtle
touch of sophistication. Overly flashy or large pieces should be avoided to maintain a professional image.

Bags and Briefcases
Structured handbags or professional briefcases in leather or high-quality materials offer practicality and



style. They should be large enough to carry essentials while maintaining a sleek appearance.

Scarves and Ties
Scarves in silk or fine fabrics can add color or pattern to a suit, especially in colder seasons. While ties are
less common for women, some may choose them to add a distinct androgynous flair to their outfit.

Impact on Professional Image and Confidence
The woman in a business suit stands as a visual representation of professionalism and authority. Wearing a
well-tailored suit can significantly boost confidence, influence perceptions, and open doors in the corporate
world.

Psychological Effects
Numerous studies suggest that dressing professionally improves self-esteem and performance. A business
suit can help women feel more empowered and ready to tackle challenges, reinforcing a positive mindset.

Perceptions by Colleagues and Clients
First impressions are often shaped by appearance. A woman in a business suit is typically viewed as
competent, organized, and reliable. This perception can enhance credibility and foster trust in professional
relationships.

Breaking Stereotypes
The business suit for women challenges traditional gender stereotypes by blending strength and style. It
serves as a tool for women to assert their presence and capabilities in male-dominated industries, promoting
equality and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does a woman in a business suit typically symbolize in the



workplace?
A woman in a business suit typically symbolizes professionalism, confidence, and competence in the
workplace.

How has the perception of women wearing business suits changed over
time?
The perception has evolved from being unconventional or masculine to being widely accepted and
celebrated as a symbol of gender equality and empowerment in professional settings.

What are some popular styles of business suits for women?
Popular styles include tailored pantsuits, skirt suits, blazer and trouser combinations, and modern slim-fit
designs often made with breathable fabrics.

How can a woman choose the right business suit for an interview?
She should opt for a well-fitted, neutral-colored suit such as navy, black, or gray, paired with a modest
blouse and minimal accessories to convey professionalism.

What role do business suits play in women’s leadership and corporate
identity?
Business suits help convey authority, professionalism, and credibility, supporting women in leadership roles
by reinforcing their presence and corporate identity.

Are there cultural differences in how women’s business suits are styled
around the world?
Yes, cultural norms influence suit styles, colors, and accessories, with some regions favoring more
conservative designs while others embrace bold colors and modern cuts.

How can women personalize their business suits without compromising
professionalism?
Women can personalize their suits with subtle accessories like scarves, jewelry, unique blouse patterns, or
stylish shoes while maintaining a polished and professional appearance.



What fabrics are recommended for women’s business suits in different
seasons?
Wool blends and heavier fabrics are ideal for colder months, while lighter fabrics like linen, cotton blends,
and breathable synthetics are better suited for warmer seasons.

How do business suits impact women’s confidence and performance at
work?
Wearing a business suit can boost a woman’s confidence by enhancing her professional image, which can
positively influence her performance, interactions, and perception by colleagues.

Additional Resources
1. Power Dressing: The Woman’s Guide to Business Suits
This book explores the history and evolution of power dressing for women in the corporate world. It offers
practical advice on selecting the perfect business suit to convey confidence and professionalism. Readers
learn how clothing choices can impact perceptions and career advancement.

2. The Executive Woman’s Wardrobe: Mastering the Business Suit
Focused on helping women build a versatile and stylish professional wardrobe, this guide covers
everything from fabric choices to suit tailoring. It emphasizes the importance of fit and personal style in
making a strong impression at work. The book also includes tips on accessorizing to enhance overall
appearance.

3. Suit Up: Confidence and Style for Women in Business
This empowering book encourages women to embrace their identity through their business attire. It
discusses how wearing a well-fitted suit can boost self-esteem and command respect in the workplace.
Additionally, it offers insights into blending femininity and professionalism seamlessly.

4. The Modern Businesswoman’s Suit: Trends and Timeless Looks
Covering contemporary fashion trends, this book helps women navigate the changing landscape of business
attire. It highlights timeless suit styles that remain relevant across decades and industries. Readers gain
knowledge about pairing suits with modern accessories for a polished look.

5. Dress for Success: Women’s Edition
A classic guide tailored specifically for women, focusing on dressing to achieve career goals. The book
breaks down the components of an effective business suit and how to coordinate colors and patterns. It also
addresses common style mistakes and how to avoid them.

6. The Power Suit: Women Who Changed the Business World



This inspiring collection profiles influential women leaders known for their iconic business suits. It delves
into how their sartorial choices reflected their leadership styles and broke gender norms. The book serves
as motivation for women aspiring to make their mark in business.

7. From Boardroom to Ballroom: Business Suits for Every Occasion
Offering guidance on versatile suit styles, this book helps women transition their business attire from
professional meetings to social events. It includes styling tips to adapt suits with different accessories and
footwear. The book emphasizes the importance of versatility in a woman’s wardrobe.

8. The Art of Tailoring: Custom Business Suits for Women
This detailed guide focuses on the craftsmanship behind custom-made business suits for women. Readers
learn about fabric selection, tailoring techniques, and the benefits of personalized fit. The book encourages
women to invest in quality suits that enhance both comfort and style.

9. Breaking the Mold: Redefining Women’s Business Attire
Challenging traditional notions of business suits, this book explores innovative styles and designs for women
in the corporate world. It celebrates diversity in fashion choices and promotes self-expression through
professional wear. The book is ideal for women who want to stand out while maintaining professionalism.
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as a sociological theorist and feminist. In addition, it represents one of the earliest full-length
specifically sociological analyses of clothing and the fashion industry. Ultimately, the author
concludes that harmful and degrading aspects of women's dress are amenable to reform if men and
women will work together rationally to change the controlling institutional patterns of the society in
which they live. This groundbreaking work will appeal to those interested in Gilman, feminist theory,
sociological theory, social psychology, women's literature, and women's studies.
  woman in a business suit: Photographing Women Jeff Rojas, 2016-12-16
  woman in a business suit: Women's Clothing and Fashion Owen Jones, 2023-10-30 In the
vibrant tapestry of human expression, fashion serves as a dynamic medium through which
individuals communicate their identities, aspirations, and creativity. For women, in particular,
clothing is a canvas upon which they paint their unique stories. It reflects their evolving rôles,
cultural influences, and personal preferences. 'Women’s Clothing and Fashion' embarks on a journey
through this ever-changing landscape, offering insights into the artistry, trends, and cultural
significance that define women's fashion. This book explores the variations of women’s attire.
Through the chapters, we'll navigate the nuances of dressing for various occasions, celebrating the
power of fashion to empower, inspire, and express. But 'Women’s Clothing and Fashion' is more than
a historical account or a style guide. It's an invitation to embrace the diversity and creativity that
fashion offers, encouraging readers to curate wardrobes that not only reflect their personalities but
also elevate their confidence. Whether one finds solace in timeless classics or delights in embracing
the cutting-edge trends of the moment, this book celebrates the boundless possibilities that fashion
presents. Join us on this exploration of women's clothing and fashion, where each page unfurls a new
layer of understanding, appreciation, and inspiration. Let's celebrate the artistry that we wear daily,
recognizing that every outfit tells a story, and every woman is an artist in her own right.
  woman in a business suit: Ebony , 2001-10 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.
  woman in a business suit: Fashion, Women and Power Denise N. Rall, 2021-12-10 This book
addresses the relationships between fashion, women and power. One of the constants within the
book is to question the enduring relationship between women and dress and how these inform and
articulate the ways in which women remain represented as either suitable or not for public office
and their behaviour is informed through dress when they are in power. The book critiques the
interplays between politics, power, class, race and expectation in relation to the everyday practice of
getting dress and the more performative and symbolic function of dress as embodiment. As never
before, women are in positions of political power, and find themselves facing the maelstroms of mass
media regarding their fashion, their deportment, and their right to govern. The contributors offer a
wide set of perspectives on women and their roles, and their fashions when taking up powerful
positions in Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom and the United States. From the United
Kingdom, the historical issues surrounding the movement towards ‘rational dress’ for women
seeking their rights to vote and exercise are interrogated. The volume also explores viewpoints from
East Asia, such as the constricting role for ‘common’ women upon entering the Imperial family in
Japan. From the United States come the troublesome media stories engulfing two significant
American Democratic First Ladies, Hillary Rodham Clinton and Michelle Obama. From New Zealand,
the media reports on Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern upon her motherhood while serving in the office
and on her clothing during the 2019 Christchurch massacre comprise a much-needed contribution to
the literature on women, politics and dress. Further, the role of dress in politics broadly as a form of
resistance, will be examined in Australia from recent skirmishes over ‘appropriate dress’ with
ex-prime minister Julia Gillard and other Australian female politicians. The role of women and what
their fashion selections mean continues via considerable debate during worldwide events. Finally,
the theme of resistance and social media continues with an examination of protest dressing in the
recent street battles in Hong Kong to how young Asian women have been influenced by the social
media campaigns to encourage wearing the veil in Indonesia, to Asian women negotiating femininity



in political dress. Primary readership will be among researchers, scholars, educators and students in
the fields of fashion, dress studies, women and gender studies and media and history. It will be of
particular value as at graduate level and as a supplementary resource. There may be some general
appeal to those with an interest in the women or cultures at the centre of the discussions.
  woman in a business suit: Women, Consumption and Paradox Timothy de Waal Malefyt,
Maryann McCabe, 2020-04-23 Women are the world’s most powerful consumers, yet they are largely
marketed to erroneously through misconceptions and patriarchal views that distort the reality of
women’s lives, bodies, and work. This book examines the contradictions and mismatches between
women’s everyday experiences and market representations. It considers how women themselves
exhibit paradoxical behaviour in both resisting and supporting conflicting messages. The volume
emphasizes paradox as a form of agency and negotiation through which women develop dialogical
meanings. The contributions highlight the ways in which women transform inconsistencies and
contradictions in advertising and marketing, global consumption practices, and material
consumption into positive practices for living. The rich range of ethnographic accounts, drawn from
countries including the United States, Brazil, Mexico, Denmark, Japan, and China, provide readers
with a valuable perspective on consumer behaviour.
  woman in a business suit: When the Sun Sets Alex Xavier, 2013-04-09 When the Sun Sets is
an excursion into the world of horror and loss. As the pages turn, Alex Xavier will open your mind to
such horrors as Heartless, a tale of an unlikely serial killer who preys on the hearts of women a little
too literally. Roulette, a gripping story centered around secrets and the attempted suicides of six
kids. Or maybe Ketamine, a bump into the world of two wealthy, young socialite's night that ends in
vehicular manslaughter and a hostage. Descend into the world of regret with Limbo, the three part
tragedy of a man's downward spiral into suicide and the cold world that awaits him. Take a look into
the post apocalyptic landscape of Martians. Discover the mysteries of The Guest, or the creatures of
Haunted House. And finally, fight for your life in Dogs. This dream influenced collection of thrilling
tales has been years in the making and will surely leave you craving more.
  woman in a business suit: Women Dressing Women Mellissa Huber, Karen Van
Godtsenhoven, 2023-12-04 This beautifully illustrated book explores the considerable impact of
fashions created by and for women by tracing a historical and conceptual lineage of female
designers—from unidentified dressmakers in eighteenth-century France to contemporary makers
who are leading the direction of fashion today. Stunning new photographs of exceptional garments
from the unparalleled collection of The Metropolitan Museum of Art’s Costume Institute complement
insightful essays that consider notions of anonymity, visibility, agency, and absence/omission,
highlighting celebrated designers and forgotten histories alike to reveal women’s impact on the field
of fashion. The publication includes garments from French houses such as Vionnet, Schiaparelli, and
Mad Carpentier to American makers like Ann Lowe, Claire McCardell, and Isabel Toledo, along with
contemporary designers such as Rei Kawakubo, Iris van Herpen, Simone Rocha, and Anifa
Mvuemba. Situating the works within a larger social context, this overdue look at female-led design
is essential reading for anyone interested in the history of fashion.
  woman in a business suit: 10 Things I Hate about Pinky Sandhya Menon, 2020-07-21 The
delightful follow-up to When Dimple Met Rishi and There’s Something about Sweetie, which follows
Ashish’s friends Pinky and Samir as they pretend to date in order to achieve their individual goals, to
disastrous and hilarious results. Pinky Kumar wears the social justice warrior badge with pride.
From raccoon hospitals to persecuted rock stars, no cause is too esoteric for her to champion. But a
teeny tiny part of her also really enjoys making her conservative, buttoned-up corporate lawyer
parents cringe. Samir Jha might have a few…quirks remaining from the time he had to take care of
his sick mother, like the endless lists he makes in his planner and the way he schedules every minute
of every day, but those are good things. They make life predictable and steady. Pinky loves lazy
summers at her parents’ Cape Cod lake house, but after listening to them harangue her about the
poor decisions she’s made (a.k.a. boyfriends she’s had), she hatches a plan. Get her
sorta-friend-sorta-enemy—who is a total Harvard-bound Mama’s boy—to pose as her perfect



boyfriend for the summer. When Samir’s internship falls through, leaving him with an unplanned
summer, he gets a text from Pinky asking if he’ll be her fake boyfriend in exchange for a new
internship. He jumps at the opportunity; Pinky’s a weirdo, but he can survive a summer with her if
there’s light at the end of the tunnel. As they bicker their way through lighthouses and butterfly
habitats, sparks fly, and they both realize this will be a summer they'll never forget.
  woman in a business suit: Queer Tracks: Subversive Strategies in Rock and Pop Music
Doris Leibetseder, 2016-05-23 Queer Tracks describes motifs in popular music that deviate from
heterosexual orientation, the binary gender system and fixed identities. This exciting cutting-edge
work deals with the key concepts of current gender politics and queer theory in rock and pop music,
including irony, parody, camp, mask/masquerade, mimesis/mimicry, cyborg, transsexuality, and
dildo. Based on a constructivist concept of gender, Leibetseder asks: ’Which queer-feminist
strategies are used in rock and pop music?’ ’How do they function?’ ’Where do they occur?’
Leibetseder's methodological process is to discover subversive strategies in queer theory, which are
also used in rock and pop music, without assuming that these tactics were first invented in theory.
Furthermore, this book explains where exactly the subversiveness is situated in those strategies and
in popular music. With the help of a new kind of knowledge transfer the author combines
sociological and cultural theories with practical examples of rock and pop music. The subversive
character of these queer motifs is shown in the work of contemporary popular musicians and is at
the same time related to classical discourses of the humanities. Queer Tracks is a revised translation
of Queere Tracks. Subversive Strategien in Rock- und Popmusik, originally published in German.
  woman in a business suit: The Face of Fashion Jennifer Craik, 2003-09-02 First Published in
2004. The Face of Fashion is a study of fashion and the body which aims to establish the relations
between codes and systems of clothing and the conduct of everyday life. Jennifer Craik questions the
trickle-down theory that fashion is dictated by elite designers and opinion leaders with evidence of a
trickle-up effect from sub-cultures, mass consumer behaviour and everyday bricolage of fashion
items. The text addresses the neglected area of men's fashion, as well as women's fashion, within a
broad examination of the role of fashion in gender identity. The argument is developed through a
number of key agencies and processes: consumerism and everyday fashion; the iconization of the
body through fashion models and photography; the use of cosmetics to make-up the body; the nexus
between fashion and gender; the changing fashions in underwear and swimwear as maps of the
revealed body. These topics are approached from an interdisciplinary perspective that treats fashion
systems as ethnographic traces of the cultural projection of the body.
  woman in a business suit: The Women's Haftarah Commentary Rabbi Elyse Goldstein,
2012-11-13 Women rabbis are changing the face of Judaism. Discover how their interpretations of
the Prophets, Writings, and Megillot can enrich your perspective. The Haftarah is a potent tool for
understanding the values, ethics, and moral lessons contained in the Torah readings. In this
first-of-its-kind volume, more than eighty women rabbis from the Reform, Conservative, and
Reconstructionist movements offer fresh perspectives on the beloved texts that make up the
Haftarah—the Prophets and Writings—and the Five Megillot. Based on readings that are rich in
imagery—some poetic, some narrative, some dark and brooding—their commentaries include
surprising insights on the stories of Deborah and Yael, David and Goliath, David and Bathsheva, and
the witch of Endor, among many others. Themes such as Jerusalem as woman, the story of Jonah and
the fish, and other prophetic images are informed and challenged by this groundbreaking work. A
rich resource, a major contribution to modern biblical commentary, and the ideal companion to The
Women’s Torah Commentary, The Women’s Haftarah Commentary will inspire all of us to gain
deeper meaning from the Hebrew scriptures and a heightened appreciation of Judaism.
  woman in a business suit: Women in Natural Resources , 1982 Conference papers on the role
of women professional workers in resources development in developing countries - discusses
employment opportunity in development projects; considers female attitudes to the development of
natural resources, such as forest and animal resources; examines the economic role of rural women.
Illustrations, maps, references, statistical tables.



  woman in a business suit: The Emerald Handbook of Appearance in the Workplace
Adelina Broadbridge, 2023-11-27 The first of its kind in addressing appearance and careers with
varying approaches and across a diverse range of concepts, this Handbook provides an essential
overview of the unspoken impact that personal presentation and assumptions can have on how
employees are perceived and ultimately progress in their careers.
  woman in a business suit: Book of Etiquette (Two Volumes in One) Lillian Eichler,
2011-12-01 This guide to good manners was produced by Lillian Watson in 1921 as a rewrite of the
Encyclopedia of Etiquette by Emily Holt. Mining her own experience as a social misfit and would-be
social climber for material, it was a huge hit with those aspiring to a grander station. Originally
published in two volumes, but presented here in one combined edition, The Book of Etiquette covers:
the secret of social success engagements and weddings the intricacies of the social call
correspondence and invitations use of the napkin yachting parties for bachelors musicals and private
theatricals some important rules about golf the charm of correct speech and much more... The only
serious competitor to Emily Post as etiquette maven to America between the wars, LILLIAN
EICHLER WATSON (b. 1902) was a 19-year-old copywriter for the book publisher Doubleday when
she was commissioned to rewrite the outdated Encyclopedia of Etiquette by Emily Holt.
  woman in a business suit: Before You Say "I Do"® H. Norman Wright, Wes Roberts,
2019-03-26 Build a Love that Lasts At a time when more people are delaying marriage or writing it
off altogether, those ready to walk the aisle will appreciate a frank and trusted resource to help
them start marriage on the right foot. This practical guide will help you explore your relationship in
depth and will provide new insight into your partner and how the two of you relate to one
anotherestablish your wants and needs as individuals and a couple before your marriage beginslay
the groundwork for open and honest conversation for a stronger, healthier marriagereveal how life
events and family background can influence decision making in finances, family, education, faith,
and careerengage you in activities that lead to thought-provoking discussion addressing your past
experiences and current expectations Engaging and easy-to-use, Before You Say I Do is full of tried
and true wisdom to help you plan for your future and build a lasting relationship with the one you
love.
  woman in a business suit: Women's Bands in America Jill M. Sullivan, 2016-12-12 Women's
Bands in America is the first comprehensive exploration of women’s bands across the three
centuries in American history. Contributors trace women's emerging roles in society as seen through
women's bands—concert and marching—spanning three centuries of American history. Authors
explore town, immigrant,industry, family, school, suffrage, military, jazz, and rock bands, adopting a
variety of methodologies and theoretical lenses in order to assemble and interrogate their findings
within the context of women's roles in American society over time. Contributors bring together a
series of disciplines in this unique work, including music education, musicology, American history,
women's studies, and history of education. They also draw on numerous primary sources: diaries,
film, military records, newspaper articles, oral-history interviews, personal letters, photographs,
published ephemera, radio broadcasts, and recordings. Thoroughly, contributors engage in archival
historical research, biography, case study, content analysis, iconographic study, oral history, and
qualitative research to bring their topics to life. This ambitious collection will be of use not only to
students and scholars of instrumental music education, music history and ethnomusicology, but also
gender studies and American social history. Contributions by: Vilka E. Castillo Silva, Dawn Farmer,
Danelle Larson, Brian Meyers, Sarah Minette, Gayle Murchison, Jeananne Nichols, David Rickels,
Joanna Ross Hersey, Sarah Schmalenberger, Amy Spears, and Sondra Wieland Howe.
  woman in a business suit: The Face of the Firm Michele Rene Gregory, 2016-02-12 Despite
decades of greater gender awareness at work in Western countries, gender inequality in the
executive suites is alive and well. The Face of the Firm highlights new critical perspectives on the
relationship between hegemonic masculine cultures, gender embodiment, and gender disparities in
corporate organizations. Using data from over 100 interviews with female and male executives who
worked for some of the most prestigious advertising and computer firms in the world, the book



makes important connections between the empirical data and contemporary sexism in the United
States and United Kingdom. The book refocuses the debate of executive work, organizational spaces,
and gender inequality on gendered bodies at work. It also demonstrates that gendered and
sexualized relations among executives often construct the production process. The book makes a
contribution to masculinity, gender, and work scholarship and is organized along three key
concepts: homogeneity, homosociability, and heterosexuality. These address such factors as the
organizational locker room, sexual and heterosexual spaces at work, and the construction of women
and men as different workers. This conceptual model is crucial for evaluating the mechanisms that
support male dominance among highly skilled professionals and executives.
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