women history month art

women history month art celebrates the profound contributions of women
artists throughout history and highlights their impact on the art world. This
observance not only honors pioneering female painters, sculptors, and
illustrators but also brings attention to the social, cultural, and political
contexts that shaped their work. Women History Month art initiatives promote
awareness of gender equality in creative fields and spotlight the stories
often overlooked in traditional art history narratives. By examining diverse
artistic styles and movements influenced by women, this article provides a
comprehensive understanding of their legacy. The discussion includes notable
women artists, the evolution of feminist art, and contemporary movements
inspired by female creativity. Additionally, it explores how museums and
galleries commemorate Women History Month through exhibitions and educational
programs. Readers will gain insight into the ongoing efforts to recognize and
amplify women's voices in the arts. Below is a detailed table of contents
outlining the key sections of this article.

e Historical Contributions of Women in Art

e FFeminist Art and Its Influence

Notable Women Artists Celebrated During Women History Month
e Women History Month Art Exhibitions and Initiatives

e Contemporary Women Artists Shaping the Future

Historical Contributions of Women in Art

The historical contributions of women in art span centuries and encompass a
wide range of styles and mediums. Despite facing systemic barriers such as
limited access to formal training and institutional recognition, many women
artists produced groundbreaking work that challenged societal norms. From the
Renaissance to the early 20th century, women painters, sculptors, and
illustrators carved out spaces to express their creativity and document their
experiences. This section explores key historical periods and the roles women
played in shaping art movements.

Women Artists in the Renaissance and Baroque Periods

During the Renaissance and Baroque periods, women artists often worked in the
shadows of their male counterparts, yet some achieved remarkable success.
Artists like Sofonisba Anguissola and Artemisia Gentileschi broke through
gender biases to create influential works that combined technical skill with
emotional depth. Their art often depicted religious, mythological, and
domestic themes with unique perspectives, reflecting their lived experiences
as women.



Challenges Faced by Women Artists Historically

Historically, women faced notable challenges in pursuing artistic careers.
Restrictions on education, exclusion from artist guilds, and societal
expectations limited their opportunities. Many women relied on family
connections or worked anonymously to gain recognition. These obstacles
contributed to the underrepresentation of women in art history, a gap that
Women History Month art initiatives aim to address by highlighting their
achievements and restoring their rightful place in the canon.

Feminist Art and Its Influence

Feminist art emerged as a powerful movement in the late 20th century, aiming
to challenge the male-dominated art world and advocate for gender equality.
It combines artistic expression with activism, addressing issues such as
identity, sexuality, and social justice. Women History Month art celebrations
often spotlight feminist art to educate audiences about the intersection of
art and feminism and to inspire future generations of women artists.

Origins and Key Themes of Feminist Art

Feminist art originated in the 1960s and 1970s alongside broader social
movements advocating for women’s rights. Central themes include the critique
of patriarchal structures, the exploration of female identity, and the
reclamation of the female body as a subject. Artists like Judy Chicago and
Miriam Schapiro pioneered collaborative projects and multimedia works that
challenged traditional definitions of art.

Impact of Feminist Art on Contemporary Practices

The influence of feminist art continues to resonate in contemporary art
practices. It has expanded the boundaries of artistic expression by
incorporating diverse media, performance, and community engagement. Feminist
art has also fostered greater inclusivity within museums and galleries,
encouraging institutions to reconsider their collections and exhibition
strategies in light of gender representation.

Notable Women Artists Celebrated During Women
History Month

Women History Month art prominently features celebrated women artists from
different eras and disciplines. These artists have made significant
contributions to the evolution of art and have inspired countless others
through their innovation and resilience. This section highlights several
notable figures whose work is frequently showcased during this observance.

Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo is renowned for her vivid self-portraits and deeply personal
exploration of identity, pain, and Mexican culture. Her art blends surrealism



with folk traditions, creating a powerful narrative of female experience and
resilience. Kahlo’s legacy as a feminist icon and trailblazer is a central
focus of Women History Month art programs worldwide.

Georgia O'Keeffe

Georgia O’'Keeffe is celebrated for her innovative approach to modernism and
her iconic depictions of flowers and landscapes. Her work challenged
conventions by emphasizing abstract forms and bold colors, establishing her
as one of the most influential American artists of the 20th century.
O’Keeffe’s artistic vision continues to inspire discussions on nature,
femininity, and abstraction.

Additional Influential Women Artists

e Mary Cassatt - Impressionist painter known for intimate portrayals of
women and children

e Louise Bourgeois - Sculptor whose work explores themes of family,
sexuality, and trauma

e Kara Walker - Contemporary artist addressing race, gender, and history
through silhouette installations

e Yayoli Kusama - Avant-garde artist famous for immersive installations and
polka dot motifs

Women History Month Art Exhibitions and
Initiatives

Art institutions across the globe organize exhibitions and initiatives during
Women History Month to honor women artists and their contributions. These
events play a critical role in educating the public, promoting diversity, and
fostering dialogue around gender equity in the arts. This section details
common forms of Women History Month art programming and their significance.

Museum Exhibitions and Retrospectives

Museums frequently curate special exhibitions that showcase the work of women
artists, both historical and contemporary. Retrospectives often provide
comprehensive overviews of an artist’s career, highlighting their stylistic
development and cultural impact. These exhibitions serve as platforms to
rediscover overlooked talents and celebrate established icons.

Community Art Projects and Educational Programs

Community-driven art projects and educational initiatives during Women
History Month engage diverse audiences in creative activities that emphasize



women’s contributions to art and culture. Workshops, lectures, and
collaborative installations encourage participation and raise awareness about
gender issues. Such programs help build supportive networks for emerging
women artists.

Contemporary Women Artists Shaping the Future

Contemporary women artists continue to push the boundaries of artistic
expression, addressing current social, political, and environmental issues
through innovative practices. Women History Month art provides a platform to
recognize these trailblazers who redefine art in the 21st century. Their work
reflects global perspectives and embraces new technologies and
interdisciplinary approaches.

Emerging Trends in Women’s Contemporary Art

Current trends in women’s contemporary art include digital media,
installation art, and socially engaged projects. Many artists use their work
to explore themes such as identity politics, climate change, and cultural
hybridity. These trends demonstrate the dynamic and evolving nature of
women’s artistic contributions in today’s world.

Prominent Contemporary Women Artists

e Ai Weiwei (collaborations with women artists)

e Tara Donovan - Known for large-scale sculptures made from everyday
materials
e Shirin Neshat - Visual artist focusing on gender and cultural identity

in the Middle East

e Njideka Akunyili Crosby - Painter blending Nigerian and Western
influences

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Women’'s History Month and why is it important
in the context of art?

Women’s History Month is celebrated every March to recognize and honor the
contributions of women throughout history. In the context of art, it

highlights the achievements and impact of women artists who have historically
been underrepresented and overlooked.

Who are some influential women artists celebrated



during Women’'s History Month?

Influential women artists celebrated include Frida Kahlo, Georgia O’Keeffe,
Yayoi Kusama, Artemisia Gentileschi, and Alma Thomas, among others, who have
made significant contributions to various art movements and styles.

How do museums and galleries participate in Women’s
History Month through art?

Museums and galleries often host special exhibitions, workshops, and events
focusing on women artists, showcasing their work and stories to educate and
inspire audiences during Women’s History Month.

What themes are commonly explored in art created for
Women'’ s History Month?

Art created for Women'’s History Month often explores themes such as female
empowerment, gender equality, social Jjustice, identity, and the celebration
of women’s diverse experiences and achievements.

How can artists contribute to Women’s History Month
through their work?

Artists can contribute by creating pieces that honor women’s stories,
challenge gender stereotypes, raise awareness about women’s rights, and
amplify the voices of women from different backgrounds and cultures.

Are there any notable contemporary women artists
gaining recognition during Women’'s History Month?

Yes, contemporary women artists like Kara Walker, Mickalene Thomas, and
Shirin Neshat are gaining recognition for their powerful works that address
issues of race, gender, and identity, often featured prominently during
Women'’s History Month.

Additional Resources

1. Women Artists: The Linda Nochlin Reader

This collection of essays by Linda Nochlin explores the history and
contributions of women artists throughout the centuries. It challenges the
traditional male-centric art narratives and highlights the social and
institutional barriers women faced. The book is both a critical analysis and
a celebration of women's achievements in the art world.

2. Broad Strokes: 15 Women Who Made Art and Made History (in That Order)
Author Bridget Quinn profiles fifteen influential women artists from
different periods and styles, revealing how their lives and work shaped art
history. The book combines biography with art criticism, making it accessible
and engaging. It showcases the diverse ways women have contributed to and
transformed the art world.

3. Claiming Space: Some American Feminist Originators
This book documents the pioneering feminist artists in America who challenged
cultural norms and expanded the boundaries of art. Through essays and



interviews, it highlights their creative processes and political activism. It
is an essential read for understanding the feminist art movement’s roots.

4. Women, Art, and Society

By Whitney Chadwick, this comprehensive survey traces the role of women
artists from prehistoric times to the present. The book contextualizes
women's art within broader social and historical frameworks, emphasizing
their struggles and triumphs. Richly illustrated, it offers a global
perspective on women’s artistic contributions.

5. The Guerrilla Girls' Bedside Companion to the History of Western Art
This witty and provocative book by the Guerrilla Girls exposes the
underrepresentation of women artists in Western art history. Through humor
and sharp critique, it educates readers on sexism and inequality in the art
world. It is both an informative guide and a call to action for greater
inclusion.

6. Frida Kahlo: Making Her Self Up

This book offers an intimate look at the life and art of Frida Kahlo, one of
the most iconic women artists of the 20th century. It explores her self-
portraits, personal style, and the ways she used art to express identity,
pain, and resilience. Accompanied by photographs and artifacts, it provides
deep insight into Kahlo’s creative genius.

7. Women Artists in History: From Antiquity to the Present

Ann Sutherland Harris and Linda Nochlin compile biographies and images of
women artists across history in this informative volume. The book highlights
lesser-known figures alongside famous names, broadening the scope of women’s
artistic achievements. It serves as a valuable resource for students and art
enthusiasts alike.

8. Radical Women: Latin American Art, 1960-1985

This catalog and study focus on Latin American women artists who used bold,
innovative approaches to address political and social issues during a
turbulent era. It documents their contributions to contemporary art and
feminist discourse. The book includes essays, interviews, and vibrant
reproductions of their work.

9. Herstory: Women Who Changed the World Through Art

This inspirational book celebrates women artists who have made significant
impacts on culture and society. It features stories of creativity, courage,
and perseverance from various time periods and artistic disciplines. Designed
for a broad audience, it aims to empower and educate readers about women’s
enduring influence in art.
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2018-09-20 'To say this series is empowering doesn't do it justice. Buy a copy for your daughters,
sisters, mums, aunts and nieces - just make sure you buy a copy for your sons, brothers, dads, uncles
and nephews, too.' - Independent The women who shaped and were erased from our history.
Forgotten Women is a new series of books that uncover the lost herstories of influential women who
have refused over hundreds of years to accept the hand they've been dealt and, as a result, have
formed, shaped and changed the course of our futures. The Artists brings together the stories of 48*
brilliant woman artists who made huge yet unacknowledged contributions to the history of art,
including Camille Claudel, the extraordinarily talented sculptor who was always unfairly
overshadowed by her lover, Rodin; Baroness Elsa von Freytag-Loringhoven, who has been claimed
as the true originator of Marcel Duchamp's Fountain; and Ana Mendieta, the Cuban refugee who
approached violence against women through her performance art before her own untimely death.
With chapters ranging from Figurative to Photography, and Craft to Conceptual, this is an
alternative guide to art history that demonstrates the broad range of artistic movements that
included, and were often pioneered by, female artists who have been largely overlooked. *The
number of Nobel-prize-winning women.

women history month art: Medieval Art and the Look of Silent Film Lora Ann Sigler,
2019-06-20 The heyday of silent film soon became quaint with the arrival of talkies. As early as
1929, critics and historians were writing of the period as though it were the distant past. Much of
the literature on the silent era focuses on its filmic art--ambiance and psychological depth, the
splendor of the sets and costumes--yet overlooks the inspiration behind these. This book explores the
Middle Ages as the prevailing influence on costume and set design in silent film and a force in
fashion and architecture of the era. In the wake of World War I, designers overthrew the artifice of
prewar style and manners and drew upon what seemed a nobler, purer age to create an ambiance
that reflected higher ideals.

women history month art: Black Women's Art Ecosystems Tanisha Jackson, 2025-10-21 It is
not an uncommon burden but rather a choice that Black women artists embrace creating art as a
socio-political strategy to save themselves and their communities. Tanisha M. Jackson analyzes
visual and personal narratives, historical archives, and artmaking practices to reveal how Black
women artists facilitate wellness through creative expression and cultural knowledge. Delving into
historical and contemporary practices, Jackson looks at Black women who use their artwork as acts
of resistance, self-expression, and holistic wellness. Jackson’s multidisciplinary approach blends art
history, Black studies, and personal narratives to examine the ways that the art ecosystems created
by these women foster resilience and empowerment. Their dramatic stories underscore the
transformative power of art in cultivating activism and mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being
but also provide a framework for understanding how art can be a vital component of self-care and
communal wellness. A meticulous portrait and inspiring roadmap, Black Women’s Art Ecosystems
celebrates Black women'’s artistic achievements while revealing how their work creates communities
of restoration and mental health.

women history month art: Women's History Month in Pennsylvania , 1990

women history month art: The Mother Artist Catherine Ricketts, 2024-04-16 Are caregiving
and creative labor fundamentally at odds? Is it possible for mothers to attend to both? Few women
artists feature prominently in the history of art, and even fewer who are mothers. How are
motherhood and artmaking at play and at odds in the lives of women? What can we learn about
ambition, limitation, and creativity from women who persist in doing both? Forged in the stress of
early motherhood, The Mother Artist explores the fraught yet generative ties between caregiving
and creative practice. As a young mother working at a museum, essayist Catherine Ricketts began
asking questions about the making of motherhood and the making of art. Now, with incantatory
prose and an intuitive gaze, she twines intimate meditations on parenthood with studies of the work
and lives of painters, writers, dancers, musicians, and other creatives. Ricketts takes readers
through the studios of mother artists, placing us in the company of women from the past and the
present who persevere in both art and caregiving. We encounter Senga Nengudi's sculptures, which



celebrate the pregnant body, and Toni Morrison's powerful writing on childbirth. We behold Joan
Didion's meditations on maternal grief and Alice Neel's arresting portraits of mothers and babies.
And we observe the ambition of sculptor Ruth Asawa, the activism of printmaker Elizabeth Catlett,
and the constancy of writer Madeleine L'Engle. The Mother Artist welcomes us into a community of
creatives and includes full-color images of their work. Part memoir, part biography, and part inquiry
into the visual, literary, and performing arts, The Mother Artist contends that a brutal world needs
art made by those who have cared for the vulnerable. This book isfor mothers who aspire to make
art, anyone eager to discover the stories of visionary women, and all who long for a revolution of
tenderness.

women history month art: A Look at the Nineteenth Amendment Helen Koutras Bozonelis,
2008-08-01 Discusses the history of the women's suffrage amendment, the Nineteenth Amendment
to the United States Constitution.

women history month art: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2003

women history month art: Guerrilla Girls: The Art of Behaving Badly Guerrilla Girls,
2020-10-06 Guerrilla Girls: The Art of Behaving Badly is the first book to catalog the entire career of
the Guerrilla Girls from 1985 to present. The Guerrilla girls are a collective of political feminist
artists who expose discrimination and corruption in art, film, politics, and pop culture all around the
world. This book explores all their provocative street campaigns, unforgettable media appearances,
and large-scale exhibitions. ¢ Captions by the Guerrilla Girls themselves contextualize the visuals.
Explores their well-researched, intersectional takedown of the patriarchy In 1985, a group of
masked feminist avengers—known as the Guerrilla Girls—papered downtown Manhattan with
posters calling out the Museum of Modern Art for its lack of representation of female artists. They
quickly became a global phenomenon, and the fearless activists have produced hundreds of posters,
stickers, and billboards ever since. * More than a monograph, this book is a call to arms. ¢ This
career-spanning volume is published to coincide with their 35th anniversary.  Perfect for artists, art
lovers, feminists, fans of the Guerrilla Girls, students, and activists ¢ You'll love this book if you love
books like Wall and Piece by Banksy, Why We March: Signs of Protest and Hope by Artisan, and
Graffiti Women: Street Art from Five Continents by Nicholas Ganz

women history month art: Inside the Dancer’s Art Rose Eichenbaum, 2017-06-13 In this
gorgeous book, the acclaimed photographer Rose Eichenbaum captures the spirit, beauty, and
commitment of dancers along with the dancers' own words of wisdom and guidance. More than 250
color and black and white photographs are paired with inspirational quotes from legendary and
emerging dancers, including Bill T. Jones, Katherine Dunham, Ann Reinking, Mark Morris, Pina
Bausch, Jawole Willa Jo Zollar, Gregory Hines, Mitzi Gaynor, Desmond Richardson, Rennie Harris,
Paul Taylor, Ohad Naharin, Tiler Peck, and many more. Here, words and images explore creativity,
art making, the communicative power of the human body, the challenges of balancing everyday life
with the physical and practical demands of the dancer's art, and more. In these intimate portraits,
Eichenbaum reveals and celebrates the world of the dancer. Sensual and mesmerizing, these images
will entrance dancer and non-dancer alike—as well as anyone who loves fine photography—with
their powerful depiction of the human body.

women history month art: The Story Quilts of Yvonne Wells Stacy [. Morgan, Yvonne
Thomas Wells, 2024-09-05 A comprehensive and richly illustrated survey of one of the most
significant and intriguing quilters of the 21st century, featuring 109 color plates of Wells's narrative
quilts with intimate commentaries by Wells herself

women history month art: Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal
Rebecca Louise-Clarke, 2023-11-27 Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal is the
first book to address the underrepresentation of motherhood in museums. Questioning how
mothering and maternal experiences should be represented in museums, Louise-Clarke argues that
such institutions wield the power to influence what we think about families, mothers and the labour
of care. Using the term ‘mothering’ to encompass lived experiences of mothering or caring that are
not exclusively tied to sex, gender, or the maternal body, Louise-Clarke explores the ways that



experiences of mothering can be represented in museums. The book begins this exploration with
Australia’s Museums Victoria (MV), then expands to look at international cases. Offering a blueprint
for what Louise-Clarke calls a ‘museology of mothering’, the book imagines what a museum that
articulates maternal subjectivities might look and sound like. Museum Representations of
Motherhood and the Maternal initiates a dialogue between museum studies and maternal studies,
making it essential reading for scholars and students working in both disciplines. Questioning
conventional museum practices and the values that underpin them, the book will also be of interest
to museum and heritage practitioners around the world.

women history month art: Ebony, 2003-03 EBONY is the flagship magazine of Johnson
Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global circulation of
any African American-focused magazine.

women history month art: Chase's Calendar of Events 2021 Editors of Chase's, 2020-10-27
Find out what's going on any day of the year, anywhere across the globe! The world’s date book
since 1957, Chase's is the definitive, authoritative, day-by-day resource of what the world is
celebrating and commemorating. From national days to celebrity birthdays, from historical
anniversaries to astronomical phenomena, from award ceremonies and sporting events to religious
festivals and carnivals, Chase's is the must-have reference used by experts and professionals—a
one-stop shop with 12,500 entries for everything that is happening now or is worth remembering
from the past. Completely updated for 2021, Chase's also features extensive appendices as well as a
companion website that puts the power of Chase's at the user's fingertips. 2021 is packed with
special events and observances, including National days and public holidays of every nation on
EarthThe 400th anniversary of the Plymouth pilgrim ThanksgivingThe 200th independence
anniversary from Spain of its Central and South American colonies. The 100th anniversary of the
Tulsa Race MassacreScores of new special days, weeks and monthsBirthdays of new world leaders,
office holders, and breakout starsAnd much more!All from the reference book that Publishers
Weekly calls one of the most impressive reference volumes in the world.

women history month art: Entering the Picture Jill Fields, 2012-02-27 In 1970, Judy Chicago
and fifteen students founded the groundbreaking Feminist Art Program (FAP) at Fresno State.
Drawing upon the consciousness-raising techniques of the women's liberation movement, they
created shocking new art forms depicting female experiences. Collaborative work and performance
art - including the famous Cunt Cheerleaders - were program hallmarks. Moving to Los Angeles, the
FAP produced the first major feminist art installation, Womanhouse (1972). Augmented by
thirty-seven illustrations and color plates, this interdisciplinary collection of essays by artists and
scholars, many of whom were eye witnesses to landmark events, relates how feminists produced
vibrant bodies of art in Fresno and other locales where similar collaborations flourished. Articles on
topics such as African American artists in New York and Los Angeles, San Francisco’s Las Mujeres
Muralistas and Asian American Women Artists Association, and exhibitions in Taiwan and Italy
showcase the artistic trajectories that destabilized traditional theories and practices and reshaped
the art world. An engaging editor’s introduction explains how feminist art emerged within the
powerful women’s movement that transformed America. Entering the Picture is an exciting
collection about the provocative contributions of feminists to American art.

women history month art: Colleges in the Middle Atlantic States Peterson's, 2009-08 This
annually updated and comprehensive guide helps students and parents compare colleges within a
specific geographic area (Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and West Virginia). Accredited regional colleges and universities are profiled with the
latest information on financial aid, admissions, and student body statistics.

women history month art: Humanities , 2000

women history month art: Brazilian Women's Filmmaking Leslie L. Marsh, 2012-10-31 This
text focuses on women's film production in Brazil from the mid-1970s to the current era. Marsh
explains how women's filmmaking contributed to the reformulation of sexual, cultural, and political
citizenship during Brazil's fight for the return and expansion of civil rights during the 1970s and




1980s.

women history month art: The London Year Yolanda Zappaterra, Sarah Guy, 2024-10-01
From January to December, discover the very best of London through the year, with this illustrated
guide showcasing 200 events across the city. A bustling city with seemingly endless energy, London
is the ultimate destination for those seeking new and dynamic cultural experiences. There are fun
and fanciful events on throughout the year, with the most unusual often known only by locals. This
unique guide unlocks these lively seasonal activities, highlighting key dates and attractions across
art, culture, history, nature, education, food, and drink, and giving you a fresh perspective on
London’s vibrant cultural calendar. Take part in remarkable events, and embrace unique
opportunities across the city, including: Taking part in the city’s annual steel pan competition
Watching the sheep racing at Lambeth County Show Catching Richmond Park’s rhododendrons in
full bloom Staying overnight at London Zoo The London Year is brought to life with inspired features
that guide you through the rich tapestry of the city... Events and activities for all ages and interests
An ideal day out for each month Unusual opening hours of various attractions and venues Must-see
one-off occasions Fascinating historical details This is a refreshing guide to London and its vibrant
calendar of events. An ideal gift for locals, students, or regular visitors to the city, allowing anyone
to explore the capital in a whole new way.

women history month art: Clara and Mr.Tiffany - Behind the Story Hannah Garrard,
2014-08-12 Inside this exclusive look into the world of Susan Vreeland’s novel, Clara and Mr.
Tiffany, you will discover a host of curious and intriguing stories behind the creation of the novel:
how Clara Driscoll was ‘re-discovered’, the secrets of Vreeland’s writing methods, and how to keep
updated on your favorite author’s latest novels to name a few. Learn about historical fiction writing
and test your knowledge with trivia questions as we explore the story of the novel to take you
backstage for a fresh look at Clara and Mr. Tiffany. Experience: The Behind the Story Effect After
reading a BTS... You feel inspired to follow your hearts and dreams... — Arshi Ever been backstage
at a concert? Here you go -- in written form. — Author, Editor I felt like the Behind the Story offered
a new look into the book, and appreciated that, as most of the time, that angle is unexplored. —
Aspiring Author I felt enriched with knowledge about the book, and I felt like I knew more about the
book. — Aspiring Author It makes me discover new things, and when I re-read the book, my
emotions are different, deeper now that I understand what's behind the book.— Karlen I felt closer
to the writer knowing more about them as a person and why they wrote what they wrote. — The
Beta Reading Club Get ready for one of the most unique experiences you will ever have...this is
definitely CliffNotes and SparkNotes on Steroids. — Author, Editor

women history month art: The Women Who Made Early Disneyland Cindy Mediavilla, Kelsey
Knox, 2024-01-04 Although historians have begun to recognize the accomplishments of Disney
Studio’s female animators, the women who contributed to the early success of Disneyland remain,
for the most part, unacknowledged. Indeed, in celebrating the park’s ten-year anniversary in 1965,
Walt Disney thanked “all the boys . . . who’ve been a part of this thing,” even though hundreds of
women had also been instrumental in designing, building and operating Disneyland since before its
grand opening in July 1955. Seeking to reclaim women’s place in the early history of Disneyland, The
Women Who Made Early Disneyland highlights the female Disney employees and contract workers
who helped make the park one of the most popular U.S. destinations during its first ten years. Some,
like artist Mary Blair, Imagineers Harriet Burns and Alice Davis, “Slue Foot Sue” Betty Taylor, and
Disneyland’s first “ambassador,” Julie Reihm, eventually became Disney “legends.” Others remain
less well known, including landscape architect Ruth Shellhorn, parade choreographer Miriam
Nelson, Aunt Jemima'’s Kitchen hostess Alyene Lewis, and Tiny Kline, who at age seventy-one
became the first Tinker Bell to fly over Disneyland. This one-of-a-kind book examines the lives and
achievements of the women who made early Disneyland.
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