
wish in sign language
wish in sign language is a phrase that conveys hope, desire, or a heartfelt
request through a visual-gestural language system used by the Deaf and hard-
of-hearing communities. Understanding how to express "wish" in sign language
not only facilitates communication but also enriches cultural awareness and
accessibility. This article explores the various ways to sign "wish" in
American Sign Language (ASL) and other sign languages, the importance of non-
manual signals, and the broader context of expressing wishes in signed
communication. Additionally, it provides practical tips for learners and
highlights the significance of culturally appropriate usage. The following
sections will guide readers through the nuances of expressing wish in sign
language, including common signs, grammatical structure, and contextual
variations.

Understanding the Concept of "Wish" in Sign Language

Common Signs for "Wish" in American Sign Language (ASL)

Non-Manual Signals and Facial Expressions

Contextual Usage and Variations of "Wish"

Learning Tips for Mastering "Wish" in Sign Language

Cultural Considerations and Respectful Communication

Understanding the Concept of "Wish" in Sign
Language
The concept of "wish" in sign language encompasses expressing a desire, hope,
or longing for something that may or may not be attainable. Unlike spoken
languages, sign languages rely heavily on handshapes, movements, facial
expressions, and body language to convey meaning. The word "wish" can be
represented with different signs depending on the language, context, and
intensity of the desire. In American Sign Language (ASL), "wish" is often
conveyed through a specific sign combined with facial expressions that
emphasize longing or hopefulness.

Sign languages are fully developed natural languages with their own grammar
and syntax, meaning that expressing abstract concepts such as "wish" requires
a combination of signs and non-manual markers. Understanding this conceptual
framework is essential for accurate and meaningful communication.



Common Signs for "Wish" in American Sign
Language (ASL)
American Sign Language offers several ways to express the idea of "wish,"
depending on the context and emotional nuance. The most common sign for
"wish" involves a gentle, outward motion of the fingers from the chest or
mouth area, resembling the action of blowing or releasing something
intangible.

The Basic "Wish" Sign
To perform the basic "wish" sign in ASL:

Start with your dominant hand in a flat handshape (open palm).1.

Place your hand near your chest or mouth.2.

Move your hand outward and slightly forward, as if releasing something3.
into the air.

This sign visually represents the concept of sending a wish or hope outward
from oneself.

Alternative Signs and Related Expressions
Depending on the context, "wish" may be expressed using other signs or
combined with signs for "hope," "want," or "dream." For example, the sign for
"hope" involves placing both hands in a slightly curved shape near the chest
and moving them upward with an optimistic facial expression. Combining these
signs can clarify the nature of the wish or desire.

Non-Manual Signals and Facial Expressions
Non-manual signals (NMS) are crucial when expressing abstract concepts like
"wish" in sign language. These include facial expressions, head tilts,
eyebrow movements, and body posture. Proper use of NMS helps to convey the
emotional tone and intent behind the sign, ensuring the message is understood
accurately.

Facial Expressions Accompanying "Wish"
When signing "wish," typical facial expressions include raised eyebrows, a
slight smile, or a dreamy gaze. These expressions communicate hopefulness or
longing, which are integral to the meaning of "wish."



Importance of Eye Gaze and Head Movements
Eye gaze often directs the attention of the listener and adds emphasis to the
sign. For "wish," a soft or upward gaze can indicate looking toward the
future or imagining a desired outcome. Head nods or tilts may also reinforce
sincerity or emphasis.

Contextual Usage and Variations of "Wish"
Expressing "wish" in sign language varies based on social context, regional
dialects, and the formality of the situation. Understanding these variations
is important for effective communication.

Formal vs. Informal Settings
In formal settings, such as educational or professional environments, the
sign for "wish" may be accompanied by clear, precise movements and controlled
facial expressions. In informal or casual conversations, signs may be more
relaxed, and additional context may be provided through storytelling or
explanation.

Regional and Dialectical Differences
Sign languages differ across regions and countries. While this article
focuses primarily on ASL, other sign languages like British Sign Language
(BSL), Auslan (Australian Sign Language), or Signed Exact English (SEE) may
use different signs for "wish." Awareness of these differences is essential
for cross-cultural communication.

Expressing Different Types of Wishes
The nature of the wish—whether it is a hope for health, success, or a simple
desire—can influence the accompanying signs and expressions. For example,
wishing someone well might combine the "wish" sign with signs for "good,"
"health," or "luck."

Learning Tips for Mastering "Wish" in Sign
Language
Mastering the sign for "wish" requires practice and attention to detail. Here
are practical tips for learners to improve their skills:



Observe Native Signers: Watching fluent signers helps understand natural
hand movements and facial expressions.

Practice Non-Manual Signals: Focus on matching facial expressions with
the sign to convey the correct emotion.

Use Sign Language Resources: Utilize dictionaries, videos, and classes
to learn accurate signs.

Engage with the Deaf Community: Interaction with native signers provides
real-life practice and cultural insight.

Record and Review: Recording oneself signing "wish" can help identify
areas for improvement.

Cultural Considerations and Respectful
Communication
Using sign language respectfully involves understanding Deaf culture and the
social norms that shape communication. Expressing "wish" appropriately
requires sensitivity to context, personal boundaries, and cultural values.

Respect for Deaf Culture
Deaf culture emphasizes visual communication, community, and shared
experiences. When signing "wish," it is important to be mindful of cultural
nuances, such as directness, politeness, and the role of non-manual signals.

Ethical Use of Sign Language
Learning and using sign language should be approached with respect and
acknowledgment of its significance to the Deaf community. Avoiding
appropriation and seeking permission when sharing signs publicly is vital.

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you say 'wish' in American Sign Language
(ASL)?
To sign 'wish' in ASL, place your dominant hand in a flat 'B' shape near your
chest and move it outward with a gentle motion, as if expressing a heartfelt
desire.



Are there different signs for 'wish' depending on
context in ASL?
Yes, ASL may use different signs or phrases to express 'wish' depending on
context, such as 'hope,' 'want,' or 'desire,' each having distinct signs.

Can fingerspelling be used to sign 'wish' in ASL?
While fingerspelling the word 'wish' is possible, it is more common and
efficient to use the standard sign for 'wish' to convey the meaning in ASL
conversations.

Is the sign for 'wish' the same in other sign
languages like BSL or Auslan?
No, the sign for 'wish' can vary between sign languages. British Sign
Language (BSL) and Australian Sign Language (Auslan) have their own unique
signs for 'wish.'

How can I learn to sign 'wish' correctly in ASL?
You can learn to sign 'wish' by watching ASL instructional videos, using
online sign language dictionaries, or taking classes with certified ASL
instructors to ensure accurate and natural signing.

Additional Resources
1. Wishing Hands: An Introduction to Wish in American Sign Language
This beginner’s guide explores the concept of “wish” through American Sign
Language (ASL). It offers clear illustrations and step-by-step instructions
for expressing wishes in various contexts. The book also includes cultural
notes to deepen understanding of ASL nuances related to hopes and desires.

2. The Language of Wishes: Sign Language Expressions and Stories
This collection of short stories centers around the theme of wishes, all told
through sign language. It provides readers with practical examples of how to
use wish-related signs in everyday conversation. Each story is accompanied by
photos and explanations to enhance learning.

3. Expressing Desire: Mastering the Sign for Wish in ASL
Focused specifically on the sign for “wish,” this book breaks down its
formation, variations, and emotional tones. Readers can learn how to convey
different types of wishes, from polite requests to heartfelt dreams. The
guide is useful for both beginners and intermediate ASL users.

4. Hands That Hope: Exploring Wishes Through Sign Language
This insightful book delves into how wishes and hopes are communicated non-
verbally in Deaf culture. It includes interviews with native ASL users and



personal anecdotes about the power of expressing wishes through signs. The
work encourages empathy and a deeper appreciation for sign language as a rich
linguistic system.

5. Wishful Signs: A Visual Dictionary of Wishes in Sign Language
A comprehensive visual dictionary showcasing various signs related to wishes,
dreams, and desires. Each entry features vivid photos and detailed
descriptions for easy learning. It also covers regional sign variations and
common phrases that incorporate the concept of wishing.

6. From Heart to Hand: Communicating Wishes in Sign Language
This book combines linguistic theory with practical application to teach how
wishes are formed and interpreted in ASL. It discusses facial expressions,
body language, and sign modifications that affect meaning. Ideal for
educators and students aiming to improve expressive skills.

7. Wish Upon a Sign: Cultural Perspectives on Wishing in ASL Communities
Exploring the cultural significance of wishing within Deaf communities, this
book offers a rich context for understanding related signs. It highlights
traditions, celebrations, and rituals where wishes play a key role. The book
also addresses how wishes are taught and passed down through generations.

8. Silent Wishes: Poetry and Prose in Sign Language
A unique anthology presenting poems and prose that focus on the theme of
wishing, all interpreted in sign language. It includes video links and
illustrations to help readers experience the emotional depth of wishes
conveyed silently. This artistic approach fosters a greater connection to the
language and its expressive potential.

9. Wishing Well: Interactive Exercises for Learning Wish Signs in ASL
Designed as a workbook, this title offers interactive exercises and quizzes
to reinforce learning of wish-related signs. It encourages hands-on practice
through role-playing scenarios and flashcards. Perfect for self-study or
classroom use, it helps learners build confidence in expressing wishes
fluently.
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can easily learn ASL with help from The American Sign Language Phrase Book. With more than 500
phrases, this is the reference guide to everyday expressions in American Sign Language, providing a
quick way for you to converse with deaf people. Clearly illustrated with hundreds of line drawings,
this book focuses on areas such as health, family, school, sports, travel, religion, time, money, food
and drink, and small talk. This edition's new chapter on technology boasts 50 phrases to help you
communicate about the Internet, computing, video relay, and more. There is even a chapter that
gives you phrases for communicating about signing: asking people to sign slower, indicating your
fingerspelling ability, and requesting help with your fledgling skills. From asking simple questions
(“How are you?”) to more complex phrases (“There's no sign for that, you have to fingerspell it.”),
The American Sign Language Phrase Book gives you the power to communicate easily and
comfortably in ASL.
  wish in sign language: Sign Language Ideologies in Practice Annelies Kusters, Mara Green,
Erin Moriarty, Kristin Snoddon, 2020-08-10 This book focuses on how sign language ideologies
influence, manifest in, and are challenged by communicative practices. Sign languages are minority
languages using the visual-gestural and tactile modalities, whose affordances are very different from
those of spoken languages using the auditory-oral modality.
  wish in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan
R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.
Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.
  wish in sign language: The Indian Sign Language William Philo Clark, 1885 Under orders
from General Sheridan, Captain W. P. Clark spent over six years among the Plains Indians and other
tribes studying their sign language. In addition to an alphabetical cataloguing of signs, Clark gives
valuable background information on many tribes and their history and customs. Considered the
classic of its field, this book provides, entirely in prose form, how to speak the language entirely
through sign language, without one diagram provided.
  wish in sign language: American Sign Language Dennis Cokely, Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  wish in sign language: Conversational Sign Language II Willard J. Madsen, 1972 For use in
instruction of sign language beyond basic course.
  wish in sign language: Intermediate Conversational Sign Language Willard J. Madsen, 1982
This text offers a unique approach to using American Sign Language (ASL) and English in a bilingual



setting. Each of the 25 lessons involves sign language conversation using colloqualisms that are
prevalent in informal conversations. It also includes practice tests and a glossed alphabetical index.
  wish in sign language: Analysing Sign Language Poetry R. Sutton-Spence, 2004-11-12 This
new study is a major contribution to sign language study and to literature generally, looking at the
complex grammatical, phonological and morphological systems of sign language linguistic structure
and their role in sign language poetry and performance. Chapters deal with repetition and rhyme,
symmetry and balance, neologisms, ambiguity, themes, metaphor and allusion, poem and
performance, and blending English and sign language poetry. Major poetic performances in both
BSL and ASL - with emphasis on the work of the deaf poet Dorothy Miles - are analysed using the
tools provided in the book.
  wish in sign language: Introduction to American Sign Language Harry W. Hoemann, 1986
  wish in sign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy Russell S. Rosen,
2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is the first reference of its kind,
presenting contributions from leading experts in the field of sign language pedagogy. The Handbook
fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign language pedagogy, compiling all essential aspects
of current trends and empirical research in teaching, curricular design, and assessment in one
volume. Each chapter includes historical perspectives, core issues, research approaches, key
findings, pedagogical implications, future research direction, and additional references. The
Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy is an essential reference for sign language
teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign linguistics and first, second, and additional
language learning.
  wish in sign language: Perfect Phrases in American Sign Language for Beginners Lou
Fant, Barbara Bernstein Fant, 2008-10-01 Quick and easy phrases in ASL for daily life Perfect
Phrases for American Sign Language provides 150 essential phrases for hearing-impaired users of
ASL and those who interact with them. ASL expert Barbara Bernstein Fant--carrying on the work of
her late husband Lou--and illustrator Betty Miller make it easy for you to pick up key signs for
everyday communication without having to have prior knowledge of signing. This handy reference is
perfect for comfortably and confidently communicating with loved ones, coworkers, patients, or
anyone who uses ASL.
  wish in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson,
2008-02-01 Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they
might not get their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated
communication is often the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is
caused by the lag between a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign
language bridges this gap.The Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to
use a combination of sign language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and
feelings. Using this book and instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using
their hands to speak! Please note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  wish in sign language: Sign Language and Linguistic Universals Wendy Sandler, Diane
Carolyn Lillo-Martin, 2006-02-02 Sign languages are of great interest to linguists, because while
they are the product of the same brain, their physical transmission differs greatly from that of
spoken languages. In this pioneering and original study, Wendy Sandler and Diane Lillo-Martin
compare sign languages with spoken languages, in order to seek the universal properties they share.
Drawing on general linguistic theory, they describe and analyze sign language structure, showing
linguistic universals in the phonology, morphology, and syntax of sign language, while also revealing
non-universal aspects of its structure that must be attributed to its physical transmission system. No
prior background in sign language linguistics is assumed, and numerous pictures are provided to
make descriptions of signs and facial expressions accessible to readers. Engaging and informative,
Sign Language and Linguistic Universals will be invaluable to linguists, psychologists, and all those
interested in sign languages, linguistic theory and the universal properties of human languages.
  wish in sign language: Sign Language Made Simple Karen Lewis, 1997-08-18 Sign Language



Made Simple will include five Parts: Part One: an introduction, how to use this book, a brief history
of signing and an explanation of how signing is different from other languages, including its use of
non-manual markers (the use of brow, mouth, etc in signing.) Part Two: Fingerspelling: the signing
alphabet illustrated, the relationship between signing alphabet and ASL signs Part Three: Dictionary
of ASL signs: concrete nouns, abstractions, verbs, describers, other parts of speech-approx. 1,000
illustrations. Will also include instructions for non-manual markers, where appropriate. Part Four:
Putting it all together: sentences and transitions, includes rudimentary sentences and lines from
poems, bible verses, famous quotes-all illustrated. Also, grammatical aspects, word endings, tenses.
Part Five: The Humor of Signing: puns, word plays and jokes. Sign Language Made Simple will have
over 1,200 illustrations, be easy to use, fun to read and more competitively priced than the
competition. It's a knockout addition to the Made Simple list.
  wish in sign language: Random House Webster's American Sign Language Dictionary Elaine
Costello, 1998 This dictionary represents the cutting edge in reference for American Sign Language,
with a treasury of signs for the novice and experienced user alike. Its many features include: over
4,500 signs complete descriptions of each sign, plus full-torso illustrations separate sections on
geographical signs how numbers are signed in different contexts and the role of finger spelling a
subject index This dictionary is the only one that makes it easy for you to match the right signs with
the right meanings by giving you: alternate signs for the same meaning, plus different signs for
different meanings of the same word complete definitions that show you which meanings go with
which signs over 3,000 cross references to the illustrated signs
  wish in sign language: What You Wish For Book Wish Foundation, Naomi Shihab Nye, John
Green, Joyce Carol Oates, Various, 2011-09-15 A stellar collection from Newbery medalists and
bestselling authors written to benefit Darfuri refugees With contributions from some of the best
talent writing for children today, What You Wish For is a compelling collection of affecting,
inspiring, creepy, and oft-times funny short stories and poems all linked by the universal power of a
wish - the abstract things we all wish for - home, family, safety and love. From the exchange of
letters between two girls who have never met but are both struggling with the unexpected curves of
life, to the stunning sacrifice one dying girl makes for another, to the mermaid who trades her tail
for legs, to the boy who unwittingly steals an imp's house, and to the chilling retelling of Cinderella,
What You Wish For brings together a potent international roster of authors of note to remember and
celebrate the Darfuri refugees and their incredible story of survival and hope.
  wish in sign language: Universal Access in Human-Computer Interaction Margherita
Antona, Constantine Stephanidis, 2023-07-08 This two-volume set constitutes the refereed
proceedings of the 17th International Conference on Universal Access in Human-Computer
Interaction, UAHCI 2023, held as part of the 25th International Conference, HCI International 2023,
in Copenhagen, Denmark, during July 23-28, 2023. The total of 1578 papers and 396 posters
included in the HCII 2022 proceedings was carefully reviewed and selected from 7472 submissions.
The UAHCI 2023 proceedings were organized in the following topical sections: Part I: Design for All
Methods, Tools and Practice; Interaction Techniques, Platforms and Metaphors for Universal Access;
Understanding the Universal Access User Experience; and Designing for Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders. Part II: Universal Access to XR; Universal Access to Learning and Education;
Assistive Environments and Quality of Life Technologies.
  wish in sign language: E-Z American Sign Language David A. Stewart, Elizabeth Stewart, Lisa
M. Dimling, 2011-09-01 This heavily illustrated, self-teaching guide to ASL--American Sign
Language--is useful both for the deaf and for those men and women who teach or work among deaf
people. E-Z American Sign Language presents ASL's 10 key grammatical rules and emphasizes the
use of facial grammar as an important supplement to manual signing. Most of the book's content
takes the form of a presentation of more than 800 captioned line drawings that illustrate signs for
their equivalent words and then show how to combine signs in order to communicate detailed
statements. Barron's E-Z Series books are updated, and re-formatted editions of Barron's older and
perennially popular Easy Way books. Titles in the new E-Z Series feature extensive two-color



treatment, a fresh, modern typeface, and more graphic material than ever. All are self-teaching
manuals that cover a wide variety of practical and academic subjects, written on levels that range
from senior high school to college-101 standards.
  wish in sign language: Accessibility, Assistive Technology and Digital Environments     Matteo
Zallio, 2024-07-24 Proceedings of the 15th International Conference on Applied Human Factors and
Ergonomics and the Affiliated Conferences, Nice, France, 24-27 July 2024.
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