why do politics often lead to war

why do politics often lead to war is a question that has intrigued historians, political scientists,
and policymakers for centuries. The intricate relationship between political actions, decisions, and
the outbreak of armed conflict is complex and multifaceted. Political tensions can escalate into wars
due to competing interests, power struggles, ideological conflicts, and governance challenges.
Understanding the underlying causes and mechanisms is essential to grasp why nations resort to
violence rather than diplomacy. This article explores the critical reasons why politics often culminate
in war, analyzing power dynamics, economic motivations, nationalism, and international relations. A
comprehensive examination of these themes reveals the persistent patterns that drive political
disputes toward military confrontation. The following sections break down the primary factors
contributing to this phenomenon.

e Power Struggles and Political Ambitions

e Economic Interests and Resource Control
e Nationalism and Ideological Conflicts

e Failures of Diplomacy and Communication

e International System and Security Dilemmas

Power Struggles and Political Ambitions

One of the most significant reasons why politics often lead to war is the competition for power
among states or political entities. Political leaders and governments frequently seek to expand their
influence, authority, or territorial control. This competition can create tensions that escalate into
armed conflicts when diplomatic efforts fail.

Competition for Regional Dominance

States often vie for regional supremacy to secure strategic advantages or enhance their security.
This rivalry can lead to military confrontations as countries attempt to assert dominance over
neighbors or rival factions. Historical examples include conflicts driven by ambitions to control key
geographic locations or political spheres of influence.

Political Instability and Leadership Dynamics

Internal political instability can also prompt external conflicts. Leaders facing domestic challenges
may initiate wars to unite the population or distract from internal dissent. Additionally, aggressive
political ambitions can result in preemptive strikes or invasions aimed at consolidating power.



Economic Interests and Resource Control

Economic motivations are deeply intertwined with political decisions, often serving as a catalyst for
conflict. Control over valuable resources such as oil, minerals, and fertile land can trigger disputes
that escalate into warfare.

Access to Natural Resources

Countries dependent on certain natural resources may engage in political maneuvers that lead to
conflict over access and control. Resource scarcity or competition can heighten tensions, especially
when resources are vital to national economies or military capabilities.

Economic Sanctions and Trade Disputes

Economic sanctions or trade disagreements can exacerbate political tensions between nations. When
economic pressures are perceived as threats to national sovereignty or prosperity, they can push
states toward military responses as a form of retaliation or defense.

List of Economic Factors Contributing to War

e Competition for strategic resources like oil and minerals
e Economic sanctions and blockades

e Trade imbalances and protectionist policies

¢ Control of key trade routes and infrastructure

e Economic inequality and poverty leading to internal unrest

Nationalism and Ideological Conflicts

Nationalism and ideological differences are powerful political forces that frequently lead to war.
Strong national identities or conflicting belief systems can create divisions that escalate beyond
political discourse into violent confrontation.

Ethnic and Cultural Nationalism

Ethnic nationalism emphasizes the interests of a particular group, often leading to demands for
independence or territorial claims. When political entities seek to assert these identities, clashes
with other groups or states are common, sometimes resulting in armed conflict.



Ideological Rivalries

Competing political ideologies, such as democracy versus authoritarianism or capitalism versus
communism, have historically fueled wars. These ideological contests influence alliances, policies,
and military strategies, making political compromise difficult.

Failures of Diplomacy and Communication

The breakdown of diplomatic efforts and miscommunication between political actors are critical
reasons why politics often lead to war. When dialogue fails or is ignored, misunderstandings and
mistrust can escalate tensions rapidly.

Misinterpretation of Intentions

Political leaders may misread signals or underestimate the resolve of adversaries, leading to
unintended escalations. Lack of effective communication channels or diplomatic protocols can
exacerbate this problem.

Breakdown of Negotiations

Failed peace talks or diplomatic negotiations often leave parties with no alternative but the use of
force. In some cases, rigid political positions or domestic pressures prevent compromise, making
war the default option.

International System and Security Dilemmas

The structure of the international system itself can contribute to why politics often lead to war. The
absence of a central global authority and the anarchic nature of international relations create
security dilemmas that encourage conflict.

Balance of Power Theory

States seek to maintain or alter the balance of power to ensure their survival and security. Shifts in
this balance can prompt preemptive or preventive wars aimed at countering perceived threats.

Security Dilemma

When one state increases its military capabilities for defensive reasons, others may perceive it as a
threat and respond similarly. This cycle of escalation can spiral into full-scale war despite no party
desiring conflict initially.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why do political conflicts often escalate into wars?

Political conflicts escalate into wars because competing interests, power struggles, and ideological
differences create tensions that cannot be resolved through diplomacy alone.

How do nationalism and political agendas contribute to war?

Nationalism and political agendas can fuel war by promoting aggressive policies, territorial claims,
and a sense of superiority that justify military action against other nations.

What role does resource competition play in politics leading to
war?

Competition for scarce resources such as oil, water, or minerals often drives political decisions that
lead to conflict and war as countries seek to secure their economic interests.

Can political miscommunication cause wars?

Yes, miscommunication or misunderstandings between political leaders can escalate tensions and
provoke wars, especially in situations lacking clear diplomatic channels.

How do alliances and treaties influence the likelihood of war
in politics?

Alliances and treaties can both deter and provoke wars; they may create security guarantees that
prevent conflict or drag allied nations into wars due to mutual defense obligations.

Why do some political leaders prefer war over negotiation?

Some leaders may view war as a means to achieve political goals quickly, consolidate power, or
distract from domestic issues, believing negotiation is ineffective or weak.

What impact does ideology have on politics leading to war?

Conflicting ideologies, such as democracy versus authoritarianism or communism versus capitalism,
often create deep divisions that can lead to wars over political dominance.

How does the struggle for power within governments lead to
war?

Internal power struggles can push governments toward external conflicts to unite the population,
legitimize leadership, or distract from internal dissent.



In what ways do economic sanctions and political pressure
contribute to war?

Economic sanctions and political pressure can escalate tensions by harming a country's economy,
provoking retaliatory actions, and increasing the likelihood of military conflict.

Can historical grievances in politics cause wars?

Yes, unresolved historical grievances and territorial disputes often resurface in political rhetoric,
fueling nationalism and leading to wars aimed at righting perceived historical wrongs.

Additional Resources

1. The Origins of War: Political Conflicts and the Path to Violence

This book explores the historical and political roots of war, analyzing how political disputes escalate
into armed conflict. It examines the roles of nationalism, power struggles, and territorial disputes in
sparking wars. The author provides case studies from different eras to illustrate common patterns in
political decision-making that lead to war.

2. Politics and War: The Role of Power Struggles in Global Conflict

Focusing on the interplay between political power and military aggression, this book discusses how
leaders use war as a tool to maintain or expand their influence. It delves into the psychology of
political leaders and the strategic calculations behind going to war. The book also considers
international diplomacy and its failures in preventing conflicts.

3. War and Political Ambition: Understanding the Drive Behind Conflict

This title investigates how political ambition and the desire for dominance often precipitate wars. It
highlights how domestic politics, such as the need for political survival and popular support, can
push leaders toward aggressive foreign policies. The author offers insights into how political systems
shape the likelihood of war.

4. The Political Causes of War: An Analytical Approach

Offering a theoretical framework, this book breaks down the political causes of war into identifiable
factors such as misperception, alliance dynamics, and competition for resources. It uses political
science theories to explain why states resort to war despite the high costs involved. The text is a
must-read for those interested in the academic study of war.

5. Conflict and Cooperation: Politics on the Edge of War

This book examines the delicate balance between conflict and cooperation in international politics. It
shows how political rivalries can spiral out of control and lead to war when diplomatic efforts fail.
The author emphasizes the importance of communication and trust in preventing political tensions
from turning violent.

6. Political Instability and War: How Governments Lose Control

This work explores how internal political instability often triggers external wars. It explains how
governments facing domestic challenges may initiate conflicts abroad to divert attention or
consolidate power. The book includes case studies of countries where political turmoil directly led to
military confrontations.



7. The War-Making State: Politics, Power, and Conflict

Focusing on the concept of the war-making state, this book discusses how political institutions and
state-building processes contribute to the propensity for war. It analyzes the relationship between
state power, military capacity, and political objectives. Readers gain an understanding of how states
organize themselves to wage war.

8. From Diplomacy to War: Political Failures and the Road to Conflict

This book traces the breakdown of diplomatic efforts that often precede wars. It highlights case
studies where political miscalculations and failed negotiations escalated tensions into full-scale wars.
The author provides lessons on how improved diplomacy can prevent political disputes from
becoming violent.

9. War, Politics, and Human Nature: The Dark Side of Governance

This title explores the psychological and political aspects that make war a recurring feature in
human history. It discusses how fear, aggression, and mistrust among political leaders contribute to
conflict. The book also reflects on the ethical dilemmas and human costs associated with political
decisions leading to war.
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why do politics often lead to war: The Causes of War Geoffrey Blainey, 2025-07-29 Australia’s
most famous historian on a freshly essential subject; a classic work updated for our times. The
Causes of War is one of Geoffrey Blainey’s most influential books, carried in corridors of power
around the world. Covering international wars from 1700 - and now updated to include Ukraine and
Gaza - Blainey demolishes many widely-held theories of why nations fight, arguing that peace is not
the ‘natural’ state of international relations and war is not an aberration. Both are best understood
as means of advancing national interests: when one is failing, the other becomes more likely, and
therefore we need to understand what causes ‘the mystery of peace’ as urgently as we understand
what causes war. Trenchantly argued and beautifully written, this bracing, clear-eyed survey is an
essential guide to understanding our current fraught moment, seeing beyond the daily news cycle to
deeper truths about the way the modern world works.

why do politics often lead to war: Causes of War, 3rd Ed. Geoffrey Blainey, 1988-09-07 The
peace that passeth understanding -- Paradise is a bazaar -- Dreams and delusions of a coming war --
While waterbirds fight -- Death-watch and scapegoat wars -- War chests and pulse beats -- A
calendar of war -- The abacus of power -- War as an accident -- Aims and arms -- A day that lives in
infamy -- Vendetta of the Black Sea -- Long wars -- And shorter wars -- The mystery of wide wars --
Australia's Pacific war -- Myths of the nuclear era -- War, peace and neutrality.

why do politics often lead to war: Conflict, Crisis, and War in World Politics Patrick James,
James M. Scott, 2025-01-09 This topical textbook outlines conflict, crisis, and war as central
challenges in the international security arena, exploring their history, evolution, nature, dynamics,
and trends. Patrick James and James M. Scott discuss the major approaches to analysing conflict,
crisis, and war and identify the key avenues for managing them.
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why do politics often lead to war: The Politics of the Welfare State in Turkey Erdem Yoruk,
2022-05-23 In The Politics of the Welfare State in Turkey, author Erdem Yoriik provides a
politics-based explanation for the post-1980 transformation of the Turkish welfare system, in which
poor relief policies have replaced employment-based social security. This book is one of the results
of Yoruk’s European Research Council-funded project, which compares the political dynamics in
several emerging markets in order to develop a new political theory of welfare in the global south.
As such, this book is an ambitious analytical and empirical contribution to understanding the causes
of a sweeping shift in the nature of state welfare provision in Turkey during the recent
decades—part of a global trend that extends far beyond Turkey. Most scholarship about Turkey and
similar countries has explained this shift toward poor relief as a response to demographic and
structural changes including aging populations, the decline in the economic weight of industry, and
the informalization of labor, while ignoring the effect of grassroots politics. In order to overcome
these theoretical shortages in the literature, the book revisits concepts of political containment and
political mobilization from the earlier literature on the mid-twentieth-century welfare state
development and incorporates the effects of grassroots politics in order to understand the recent
welfare system shift as it materialized in Turkey, where a new matrix of political dynamics has
produced new large-scale social assistance programs.

why do politics often lead to war: War, States, and Contention Sidney Tarrow, 2015-05-21
For the last two decades, Sidney Tarrow has explored contentious politics—disruptions of the settled
political order caused by social movements. These disruptions range from strikes and street protests
to riots and civil disobedience to revolution. In War, States, and Contention, Tarrow shows how such
movements sometimes trigger, animate, and guide the course of war and how they sometimes rise
during war and in war's wake to change regimes or even overthrow states. Tarrow draws on
evidence from historical and contemporary cases, including revolutionary France, the United States
from the Civil War to the anti-Vietnam War movement, Italy after World War I, and the United
States during the decade following 9/11.In the twenty-first century, movements are becoming
transnational, and globalization and internationalization are moving war beyond conflict between
states. The radically new phenomenon is not that movements make war against states but that states
make war against movements. Tarrow finds this an especially troublesome development in recent
U.S. history. He argues that that the United States is in danger of abandoning the devotion to rights
it had expanded through two centuries of struggle and that Americans are now institutionalizing as a
new normal the abuse of rights in the name of national security. He expands this hypothesis to the
global level through what he calls the international state of emergency.

why do politics often lead to war: Crises in World Politics Michael Brecher, 2013-10-22 Crises
in World Politics: Theory & Reality presents the study of international conflict. This book discusses
the danger of crises to global and regional stability. Organized into eight chapters, this book begins
with an overview of the key concepts of the inquiry, conflict, crisis, and war. This text then explores
the four phases of an interstate crisis, namely, onset, escalation, de-escalation, and impact. Other
chapters consider the unified model of crisis, which is applied to the Gulf Crisis-War of 1990-91.
This book discusses as well the most intense military-security crisis in the 20th century, the
dynamics of the process, and how the actors coped with their crisis. The final chapter summarizes
the primary findings about models and concepts, and about each phase and its corresponding period
at the actor level, namely, pre-crisis, crisis, end-crisis, and post-crisis. This book is a valuable
resource for historians, policy makers, and social scientists.

why do politics often lead to war: The Improbable War Christopher Coker, 2015 - A prescient
analysis of the likelihood of a US - China conflict and how it might be avoided

why do politics often lead to war: Seven Classics on War and Politics Sun Tzu, Confucius,
Chanakya, Kautilya, Marcus Aurelius, Niccolo Machiavelli, Miyamoto Musashi, Yamamoto
Tsunetomo, 2019-10-25 This is an international collection spanning over 2,000 years of history. Two
books are from China, one from India, two from Italy, and two from Japan. These works provide
insight into the thinking of warlords and kings who ruled across Asia and Europe in ancient times.



Some of these books are focused more on war and military science (Art of War, Book of Five Rings,
Hagakure), others are more self-reflective and develop an ethical philosophy (Analects, Meditations),
and others still are focused more on politics and ruling (Arthashastra, The Prince). Each of these
books provides a unique and historical perspective regarding these topics, and they complement
each other in tracing deep insight into the nature of leadership, war, politics, and statecratft.

why do politics often lead to war: Ethics and Politics: A Modern Perspective Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-04-20 Ethics and Politics: A Modern Perspective is a comprehensive exploration of the
fundamental ethical principles that shape our understanding of right and wrong, and their
application to contemporary political issues. This thought-provoking and informative book delves
into the core concepts of ethical theory, examining the major moral frameworks that guide our
actions and decisions. It unpacks the complexities of political ideologies, tracing their historical
roots and analyzing their implications for society. Through insightful analysis and real-world
examples, Ethics and Politics: A Modern Perspective examines the dynamic relationship between
ethics and politics. It explores how ethical values influence political decision-making and how
political structures shape our moral choices. This book provides a nuanced understanding of the
ethical challenges facing modern society, including issues of justice, equality, freedom, technology,
and global responsibility. It encourages readers to critically engage with these issues, fostering a
deeper awareness of their ethical implications and empowering them to make informed decisions.
Ethics and Politics: A Modern Perspective is an essential resource for anyone seeking to understand
the ethical and political landscape of the 21st century. It is a valuable tool for students, scholars, and
citizens alike, offering a comprehensive overview of the fundamental principles that govern our
lives. With its accessible language and engaging style, this book invites readers to embark on a
journey of ethical and political exploration. It challenges us to reflect on our own values and beliefs,
promotes open-mindedness, and fosters a commitment to building a more just and equitable world.
If you like this book, write a review on google books!

why do politics often lead to war: The Global Politics of Power, Justice, and Death Peter ].
Anderson, 1996 A challenging yet readily accessible introduction to current global change, which
looks (inter alia) at: the future of the state; the environment; war and global rivalries; international
political economy; international law and the UN.

why do politics often lead to war: The Politics of the First World War Scott Wolford,
2019-02-21 The Great War is an immense, confusing and overwhelming historical conflict - the ideal
case study for teaching game theory and international relations. Using thirteen historical puzzles,
from the outbreak of the war and the stability of attrition, to unrestricted submarine warfare and
American entry into the war, this book provides students with a rigorous yet accessible training in
game theory. Each chapter shows, through guided exercises, how game theoretical models can
explain otherwise challenging strategic puzzles, shedding light on the role of individual leaders in
world politics, cooperation between coalitions partners, the effectiveness of international law, the
termination of conflict, and the challenges of making peace. Its analytical history of World War I also
surveys cutting edge political science research on international relations and the causes of war.
Written by a leading game theorist known for his expertise of the war, this textbook includes useful
student features such as chapter key terms, contemporary maps, a timeline of events, a list of key
characters and additional end-of-chapter game-theoretic exercises.

why do politics often lead to war: The Process and Politics of Defense Acquisition David
S. Sorenson, 2008-12-30 The United States government invests billions each year on equipping
armed forces with the most advanced military equipment. The root of the American defense
acquisition system is driven by a combination of national interests and domestic political
requirements. While fundamentally the defense acquisition system has produced results for the
United States military, improvements are needed in order to continue to move forward in advancing
military tactics and technology. Exploring both the systemic and political levels of the system,
Sorenson argues that the United States will fall behind if the current defense acquisition system is
not reformed. This book brings together elements of this complicated system, such as national



security requirements, and the changes that are needed in both the structural and political pillars. A
combination of political interests and the needs of the military, serviced by an ever-shrinking
defense industry, make a genuine acquisition reform even more difficult, resulting in reform that is
more symbolic than genuine.

why do politics often lead to war: War: Essays on the Epic Issue of Politics Tim Voigt,
2025-04-12 War is a serious issue of the state. It has been fought over for ages. Many states
maintain militaries to use force when diplomacy, treaties, and civility utterly fail. History has known
many ages of war, soldiers, weapons, armies, and arenas of it. It has a long sorry history in the story
of Man. Here in this book we will review this epical issue and discuss much more into its perennial
subject.

why do politics often lead to war: Behind the War Pasquale De Marco, Journey into the
depths of war's impact on humanity with Behind the War, a thought-provoking exploration of conflict
and its profound consequences. This comprehensive volume delves into the historical echoes of war,
revealing the shattered dreams and legacies of valor that shape nations and individuals. It seeks
hope amidst despair, showcasing resilience and the indomitable spirit that emerges from the ashes.
Within these pages, you'll venture into the battlefield, a crucible where courage and resolve shine
amidst the horrors of war. Witness acts of bravery, the forging of unbreakable bonds, and the
triumph of the human spirit over adversity. Confront the political machinations and propaganda that
fuel conflicts, unveiling hidden agendas and the devastating consequences of power struggles.
Discover the intricate relationship between technology and warfare, examining the evolution of
weaponry, the ethical dilemmas of scientific advancements, and the toll on human lives. Delve into
the aftermath of war, where the task of rebuilding and reconciliation begins, exploring the healing of
wounds, the restoration of communities, and the fostering of peace. Behind the War is a poignant
and thought-provoking exploration of the complexities of war, its impact on individuals and societies,
and the enduring legacy it leaves behind. It's a call to reflect on the human cost of conflict and to
strive for a world where peace prevails. If you like this book, write a review!

why do politics often lead to war: Global Politics in the 21st Century Robert ]J. Jackson,
2013-09-16 Objective, critical, optimistic, and with a global focus, this textbook combines
international relations theory, history, up-to-date research, and current affairs to give students a
comprehensive, unbiased understanding of international politics. It integrates theory and traditional
approaches with globalization and research on such topics as terrorism, new economic superpowers,
and global communications and social networking to offer unusual breadth and depth for an
undergraduate course. The text is enhanced by box features and 'Close Up' sections with context
and further information; 'Critical Case Studies' highlighting controversial and complex current
affairs that show how the world works in practice; and questions to stimulate discussion, review key
concepts, and encourage further study. Unlike any other textbook, Global Politics in the 21st
Century demonstrates the significance and interconnectivity of globalization and new security
challenges in the twenty-first century and illuminates the role of leadership in transnational crises.

why do politics often lead to war: Terrorism and the Politics of Fear David L. Altheide,
2017-06-27 This thoughtful text demonstrates how the mass media constructs a politics of fear in the
United States. Using a social interactionist perspective, the chapters examines such issues as the
expansion of surveillance on the Internet, the construction of a terrorism-fighting hero to promote
patriotism, the use of social media by terror groups, the fear of the other fostered by the refugee
crisis and western radicalization, as well as the mass-mediated reaction to recent terrorist attacks.
Also covered are the politics of fear involving disease (Ebola, Zika), social control efforts, and harsh
attacks on American governmental officials for not keeping people safe from harm. All chapters in
this new edition have been updated with descriptions and relevant analysis of significant events,
including two Israeli-Hamas wars, terrorism attacks (e.g., Boston Marathon, Charlie Hebdo, San
Bernadino, etc.), global reactions—often hostility—to refugees in the United States and especially
Europe, the development of ISIS, surveillance (Wiki Leaks, Snowden, NSA), and the growing
significance of social media. The text explains how the social construction of fear is used to steer



public and foreign policy, arguing that security policies to protect the citizenry from violence have
become control systems that most often curtail privacy and civil liberties.

why do politics often lead to war: The Second World War: Its Long-lasting Impact on
Society, Politics, and Economics Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-25 Journey through the annals of
the Second World War in this comprehensive exploration of its causes, consequences, and enduring
impact. Delve into the origins of the conflict, the major participants, and the interplay of factors that
ignited the global conflagration. Analyze the ideological clashes between fascism, democracy, and
communism, and examine the role of nationalism and imperialism in fueling the war. Explore the
economic and industrial mobilization that transformed societies into war machines, and investigate
the technological innovations that revolutionized warfare. Witness the cultural and societal
transformations wrought by the war, from the changing roles of women to the impact of propaganda
and the horrors of genocide. Follow the road to victory and defeat, analyzing the turning points and
decisive battles that shaped the outcome of the war. Examine the aftermath of the conflict, including
the Cold War, decolonization, and the rise of new nations. Investigate the challenges of international
cooperation in a divided world and the efforts to rebuild a shattered global economy. Finally,
consider the legacy of the Second World War in popular culture, from its portrayal in film and
literature to its enduring influence on society's attitudes towards peace and conflict resolution. This
comprehensive volume provides a deeper understanding of one of the most transformative events in
human history. Through a meticulous examination of the Second World War, it offers a valuable
resource for students, historians, and anyone seeking to understand the profound impact of this
global conflict on our world today. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

why do politics often lead to war: Women, Politics, and Power Pamela Paxton, Melanie M.
Hughes, Tiffany D. Barnes, 2025-01-15 Women, Politics, and Power provides a clear and detailed
introduction to women'’s political participation and representation across all branches of government
and a wide range of countries and regions. Using broad statistical overviews and detailed case-study
accounts, authors Pamela Paxton, Melanie M. Hughes, and Tiffany D. Barnes document both
historical trends and the contemporary state of women'’s political strength across diverse countries.
The text considers experiences of women from a range of marginalized groups, including racial,
ethnic, and religious minorities; indigenous peoples; and those that face discrimination based on
their sexual orientation and gender identity. Readers will learn about cultural, structural, political,
and international influences on women'’s access to political power, about the old and new barriers
women continue to face like violence, and about the difference women make once in political office.
Dedicated chapters on six geographic regions highlight distinct influences and patterns in different
parts of the world. There is simply no other book that offers such a thorough and multidisciplinary
synthesis of research on women'’s political power around the world. The fifth edition includes the
latest information available on women in politics around the world, including current events as they
have unfolded across the globe. The newest thinking in the field is presented, including on violence
against women in politics and intersectional approaches.

why do politics often lead to war: Encyclopedia of International Relations and Global
Politics Martin Griffiths, 2013-11-26 Provides a unique reference source for students and academics
covering all aspects of global international relations and the contemporary discipline across IR's
major subject divisions of diplomacy, military affairs, international political economy, and theory.

why do politics often lead to war: The Global Politics of Impairment and Disability Helen
Meekosha, Karen Soldatic, 2016-01-13 Disability is of central concern to the developing world but
has largely been under-represented in global development debates, discourses and negotiations.
Similarly, disability studies has overlooked the theorists, or the social experience, of the global
South and there has been a one-way transfer of ideas and knowledge from the North to the South in
this field. This volume seeks to redress the processes of scholarly colonialism by drawing together a
diverse set of understandings, theorizing and experiences. The chapters situate disability within the
Southern context and support the work of Southern disabled scholars and activists seeking to
decolonize Southern experiences, knowledges and absences in the field while simultaneously



attempting to make an intervention into able-bodied (mainstream) development discourses, practices
and politics. This book was originally published as a special issue of Third World Quarterly.
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