
why does finland have the best
education system

why does finland have the best education system is a question that has
intrigued educators, policymakers, and researchers worldwide. Finland
consistently ranks at the top of international education assessments, and its
system is often praised for its unique approach to teaching, learning
environments, and student well-being. This article explores the core reasons
behind Finland’s educational success, examining its innovative teaching
methods, emphasis on equity, and holistic development of students. By
understanding the key components that contribute to Finland’s excellence,
other countries can glean valuable insights into effective educational
practices. The discussion will cover teacher quality, curriculum design,
student support, and the cultural values embedded within Finland’s education
system.
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Highly Qualified and Respected Teachers

One of the fundamental reasons why Finland has the best education system is
the exceptional quality and status of its teachers. Finnish educators undergo
rigorous training, often completing master's degrees that equip them with
deep pedagogical knowledge and practical skills. Teaching is a highly
selective and respected profession in Finland, attracting top academic
talents who are thoroughly prepared before entering the classroom.

Rigorous Teacher Education Programs

Teacher education programs in Finland are research-based and emphasize both
theoretical understanding and practical experience. This ensures that
teachers are well-prepared to meet diverse student needs, adapt instruction
methods, and foster critical thinking. The competitive selection process for
teacher education programs further ensures only the most capable candidates
pursue teaching careers.

Professional Autonomy and Trust

Finnish teachers enjoy significant professional autonomy, allowing them to



design lessons and assessments tailored to their students' unique needs. This
trust in teachers' expertise contributes to high job satisfaction and
motivation, which positively impacts teaching quality and student outcomes.

Student-Centered Learning Approach

Finland’s education system prioritizes the individual needs and interests of
students, promoting a student-centered learning environment. This approach
fosters intrinsic motivation, creativity, and deeper understanding, setting
Finland apart from more rigid education systems focused strictly on rote
memorization.

Active Learning and Critical Thinking

Finnish classrooms encourage active participation, collaboration, and
problem-solving. Rather than passive reception of information, students
engage in discussions and projects that develop critical thinking and real-
world skills. This makes learning more meaningful and relevant.

Flexible and Personalized Instruction

Teachers in Finland tailor their instruction to accommodate different
learning styles and paces. Small class sizes and individualized support
enable students to progress without feeling rushed or left behind, fostering
a positive and effective learning experience.

Equity and Inclusivity in Education

Another key reason why Finland has the best education system lies in its
strong commitment to equity and inclusivity. The Finnish model ensures that
all students, regardless of background or ability, receive high-quality
education and the necessary support to succeed.

Equal Access to Education

Education in Finland is free at all levels, from pre-primary to higher
education, removing financial barriers for families. Schools are evenly
distributed across the country, ensuring that students in rural and urban
areas alike have access to quality education.

Support for Diverse Learners

Special education services are integrated within mainstream classrooms to
support students with learning difficulties or disabilities. Early
intervention and personalized learning plans help all students achieve their
potential, contributing to overall educational equity.



Balanced Curriculum and Emphasis on Well-being

The Finnish education system balances academic rigor with the holistic
development of students, emphasizing both intellectual growth and emotional
well-being. This balance is crucial in creating a nurturing environment
conducive to lifelong learning.

Broad and Flexible Curriculum

The national curriculum includes a wide range of subjects, including arts,
physical education, and life skills, alongside traditional academics. This
broad curriculum supports well-rounded development and allows students to
explore varied interests.

Focus on Student Well-being

Schools prioritize mental health, physical activity, and sufficient breaks
during the school day. For instance, students enjoy frequent recesses and
shorter school hours compared to many other countries, reducing stress and
improving focus.

Minimal Standardized Testing and Stress
Reduction

Finland’s approach to assessment contrasts sharply with education systems
that rely heavily on standardized testing. This difference plays a
significant role in why Finland has the best education system by promoting
learning rather than test performance.

Limited Use of Standardized Tests

Finnish students face very few standardized exams, especially in early
education. Instead, teachers use formative assessments and continuous
feedback to monitor progress. This reduces pressure and encourages a love of
learning rather than test anxiety.

Encouragement of Intrinsic Motivation

By focusing less on grades and more on understanding, the Finnish system
fosters intrinsic motivation. Students learn because they are curious and
interested, not merely to achieve high scores, which enhances long-term
academic engagement.

Strong Support Systems for Students

Comprehensive support services are integral to Finland’s education system,
ensuring that all students have the resources and assistance needed to thrive
academically and personally.



Comprehensive School Health Services

Schools provide health care, psychological counseling, and social services,
contributing to early identification and resolution of issues that may hinder
learning. This holistic support framework is a cornerstone of Finland’s
educational success.

Collaborative Learning Environment

Teachers, parents, and specialists work together closely to create
individualized support plans. This collaboration ensures that students
receive consistent guidance and encouragement, fostering a strong sense of
community and belonging within schools.

Summary of Key Features Contributing to Finland’s
Education Excellence

Highly qualified and autonomous teachers

Student-centered and flexible learning methods

Commitment to equity and inclusive education

Balanced curriculum promoting well-being

Minimal reliance on standardized testing

Robust support services for students’ mental and physical health

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is Finland considered to have the best education
system in the world?

Finland is considered to have the best education system due to its focus on
equality, highly trained teachers, student-centered learning, and minimal
standardized testing.

How does Finland's approach to teacher training
contribute to its education success?

Finnish teachers are required to have a master's degree and undergo rigorous
training, which ensures high-quality teaching and professional respect,
contributing significantly to the education system's success.

What role does equality play in Finland's education



system?

Finland emphasizes equal opportunities for all students regardless of
background, providing free education and support services, which helps
minimize achievement gaps and promotes overall excellence.

How does Finland's education system differ in terms
of standardized testing?

Finland minimizes standardized testing, focusing instead on continuous
assessment and personalized feedback, which reduces student stress and
encourages deeper learning.

Why is student well-being prioritized in Finland's
schools?

Finland prioritizes student well-being by providing shorter school days,
ample recess, and support services, creating a balanced environment that
fosters both academic success and personal growth.

How does Finland's curriculum support its education
system's effectiveness?

Finland's curriculum is flexible and emphasizes critical thinking,
creativity, and practical skills, allowing teachers to adapt lessons to
students' needs and interests.

What impact does less homework have on Finland's
education quality?

Less homework in Finland helps reduce student burnout and stress, encouraging
a healthy balance between school and personal life, which leads to better
engagement and learning outcomes.

How does Finland support disadvantaged students in
its education system?

Finland provides additional support such as special education services,
counseling, and tailored instruction to disadvantaged students, ensuring they
receive equal opportunities to succeed.

What is the significance of trust in Finland's
education system?

Teachers and schools in Finland are trusted as professionals, which allows
for autonomy in teaching methods and reduces bureaucratic pressures,
resulting in a more effective and motivated education environment.

How does the Finnish education system prepare
students for the future?

The Finnish system focuses on developing critical thinking, problem-solving,



collaboration, and lifelong learning skills, equipping students with the
competencies needed for success in a rapidly changing world.

Additional Resources
1. Finnish Lessons: What Can the World Learn from Educational Change in
Finland?
This book by Pasi Sahlberg explores the key factors behind Finland’s
successful education system. It delves into the country’s unique teaching
methods, educational policies, and cultural values that contribute to high
student performance. The author contrasts Finland with other nations to
highlight what makes its approach effective.

2. The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They Got That Way
Amanda Ripley examines the education systems of top-performing countries,
including Finland, to uncover what drives student success. Through engaging
storytelling, she follows American exchange students in Finland to reveal the
strengths of Finnish education. The book offers insights into how motivation,
teaching quality, and societal respect for education impact outcomes.

3. Finnish Education System: A Model of Success
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the structural and pedagogical
elements that make Finland’s education system exemplary. It covers teacher
training, curriculum design, and the emphasis on equity and creativity.
Readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the societal and governmental
support mechanisms behind Finland’s educational achievements.

4. Inside the Finnish Miracle: How Finland Reformed Its Schools and Changed
Education Forever
The author chronicles Finland’s journey from struggling schools to global
education leader. The book highlights policy reforms, community involvement,
and innovative teaching practices. It serves as both a historical account and
a guide for educators seeking to replicate Finland’s success.

5. The Finnish Way: Finding Courage, Wellness, and Happiness Through the
Power of Sisu
While not solely about education, this book discusses Finnish cultural traits
such as “sisu” (determination) that influence educational success. It
connects national character with the resilience and motivation found in
Finnish students and teachers. The book provides context for understanding
the societal mindset underpinning Finland’s education system.

6. Education and Equality in Finland: The Nordic Model
This title explores how Finland’s commitment to equality shapes its education
system. It examines policies aimed at reducing disparities and ensuring all
students have access to quality education. The book argues that social equity
is a foundational reason behind Finland’s outstanding educational outcomes.

7. What Makes Finland’s Education System So Successful?
This concise book breaks down the essential components of Finland’s education
model, including teacher autonomy, minimal standardized testing, and student
well-being. It offers practical lessons for policymakers and educators
worldwide. The accessible style makes it suitable for readers new to
education reform topics.

8. Teaching with Joy: The Finnish Approach to Learning
Focused on classroom practices, this book highlights how Finnish educators
foster a love of learning through creativity and student-centered methods. It



discusses how joy and intrinsic motivation contribute to deeper understanding
and academic success. The book also considers the role of supportive school
environments in Finland.

9. Global Lessons from Finland’s Education Success
This book synthesizes research and case studies on Finland’s education system
with global perspectives. It critically assesses which Finnish strategies are
adaptable to other countries and which are context-specific. Readers receive
a balanced view of Finland’s educational strengths and challenges in a global
context.
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  why does finland have the best education system: Why Not the Best Schools? The
Finland Report Toni Saarivirta, 2008-12-31 Expectations have been raised in Australia and
comparable countries for an 'education revolution' that will secure success for all students in all
settings. Such a revolution must ensure the alignment of educational outcomes, the skills required
for a strong economy, and the needs of a harmonious society. Why Not the Best Schools? The
Finland Report is part of a set of six country reports that support the title Why not the best schools?
The Finland Report contains five case studies of successful schools in Finland and examines the
reasons behind their success.
  why does finland have the best education system: How Can India Become a Superpower
by 2047 Dr. Keshab Chandra Mandal, The present volume How Can India Become a Superpower by
2047: A Vision is primarily a vision document of India that tells the readers - especially the students
and youths - about the mantras for making India a country with a very high human development
index. The sole aim of this sacred book is to ignite young minds to turn their dreams into
determination for national growth and development through personal skill and capacity
development. This book highlights India’s rich and glorious history, culture, trade & commerce,
politics, geography, demography, and economy on one hand, and religion, spirituality, philosophy,
gender, education, health, climate action, and science & technology, on the other hand. What are
India’s present strengths? What more India can learn from the USA, China, Japan, Germany, and
Israel has been discussed in this book. Also, the author has explored the perceptions of some great
social, political, and spiritual leaders of the world about India and its superiority in science,
technology, mathematics, spirituality, culture, and beauty. Moreover, India’s vibrant foreign policy
and robust public policies since independence with a special focus on the Modi Government have
been examined minutely. The most significant parts of this volume are to tell the readers about how
India can be a developed country, how India should run in the next quarter century, and how India
can achieve a $25 trillion economy by 2047. Finally, this book traces out some existing challenges
and concludes with reasonable and scientific recommendations for the holistic development of India.
  why does finland have the best education system: Why Not the Best Schools? Brian J
Caldwell, Jessica Harris, 2008-10-01 Expectations have been raised in Australia and comparable
countries for an 'education revolution' that will secure success for all students in all settings. Such a
revolution must ensure the alignment of educational outcomes, the skills required for a strong
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economy, and the needs of a harmonious society. Why not the Best Schools? offers a ten-point,
ten-year plan for an education revolution that will result in the transformation of Australia's schools.
  why does finland have the best education system: Making our Schools the Best in the World
M. Scott Norton, 2019-04-10 This book answers the questions on what must be done to meet the
educational goals required to maintain our democratic form of government, provide the knowledge
and skills required for our free enterprise system, and to give each individual, as Lincoln said, “an
unfettered start and fair change in the race of life.” The old cliché, outside the box, represents major
changes and needed re-imagination of what education in our country must do to remain viable. No
one has a magic wand to make such improvements just happen. What is needed is revolutionary
program interventions that result in what all thinking citizens in America seek, a public school
education program that is the best of all worlds.
  why does finland have the best education system: Raising an 'A' Student Dr Chinwe Njoku,
2021-01-25 Do you ever stay up at night wondering if your child is going to fulfil their potential by
following the academic path they are on? Are you tired of feeling like there is something the
education system is holding back from your child’s success? Don’t you long to remove the guesswork
from helping your child achieve consistent academic excellence? Raising an ‘A’ Student is your
step-by-step playbook on the most important steps every parent needs to take as your child’s biggest
cheerleader. Instead of 101 rules, do’s and don’ts on how to raise an ‘A’ student, this book will guide
you on how to develop and harness your child’s cognitive skills. You would also learn how to: • Ask
the right questions in school choices • Work collaboratively with your child to plan their future. •
Get your child’s educational providers on your side. • Secure your child’s education in the best
schools for free. • Failure-proof tests, exams, and other assessments. Having spent most of her life
in education at the receiving and giving end of academia, Dr Chinwe Njoku, a qualified teacher and
researcher, is passionate about parents being confident in their decisions for their children’s
education.
  why does finland have the best education system: Scandinavia Bright Mills, 2023-04-08 This
book gives a detailed perspectives about Scandinavia. A region in the North of Europe, knownfor
their good business climate, high quality free education, sustainability, the best healthcare and
education systems in the world, the best social welfare system in the world. By a majority of
macroeconomic parameters and in almostall international rankings they stand at the beginning of
lists as the best-performing countries in the world. They have a welled developed
tourism,manufacturing, and ICT industires. The best place to be a mother. The land of innovation
and High-Tech. Scandinavia is worth visiting.
  why does finland have the best education system: Why Not the Best Schools? Brian
Caldwell, Jessica Louise Harris, 2008 Expectations have been raised in Australia and comparable
countries for an 'education revolution' that will secure success for all students in all settings. Such a
revolution must ensure the alignment of educational outcomes, the skills required for a strong
economy, and the needs of a harmonious society. Why not the Best Schools? offers a ten-point,
ten-year plan for an education revolution that will result in the transformation of Australia's schools.
  why does finland have the best education system: Why America's Public Schools Are the
Best Place for Kids Dave F. Brown, 2012 Despite measured success of American public schools,
the media, politicians, and big business attack public schools and their teachers with inaccuracies
that threaten the equal opportunities provided by public education. Research indicates that No Child
Left Behind, charter schools, and vouchers do not improve students learning or help educators teach
better. The book provide reasons to support American public schools and educators.--Provided by
publisher.
  why does finland have the best education system: Academic Framework for
21st-Century Schooling: Promoting Global Peace and Harmony Mukhopadhyay, Marmar,
Kundu, Arnab, 2023-10-16 In an era, fraught with existential threats, Academic Framework for
21st-Century Schooling: Promoting Global Peace and Harmony answers the urgent call for a new
path forward. The UN Secretary-General's recent address, echoing decades of warnings from



UNESCO, has underscored the dire state of our world. Global warming, pollution, terrorism,
unchecked population growth, discrimination, refugee migration, consumerism, and the ominous
specter of weapons of mass destruction loom large in an age marked by nationalism and
imperialism. The very fabric of human existence is unraveling, and even the UN's well-intentioned
MDG and SDG initiatives are in jeopardy. This book, authored by esteemed scholars, proposes a
transformation of global education as the antidote to this crisis. It champions the cultivation of a
fresh generation with essential attributes like critical thinking, empathy, respect for diversity, and a
profound sense of global responsibility. Schools are envisioned as the crucible for shaping these
future citizens. At its core, this book offers a well-founded academic framework for global peace and
harmony education, addressing the intricacies of 21st-century schooling, curriculum transformation,
global best practices, and the vision of 'happy schooling.' It is a clarion call to scholars and
educators to lead the way toward a world where peace and harmony are not just ideals, but the very
foundation upon which humanity thrives. Our world and future generations depend on this
transformative journey, one we must embark upon without delay.
  why does finland have the best education system: Handbook of Prosocial Education Philip
M. Brown, Michael W. Corrigan, Ann Higgins-D'Alessandro, 2012-10-12 Handbook of Prosocial
Education is the definitive theoretical, practical, and policy guide to the prosocial side of education,
the necessary second side of the educational coin. Academic teaching and learning are the first side
of education; however, academic success depends upon the structures and support of prosocial
educational efforts from promoting positive school climate to fostering student and teacher
development to civic literacy and responsible and critical citizenship participation. The Handbook of
Prosocial Education chapters, written by highly-respected researchers and outstanding educators,
represent the wide range of research-based prosocial interventions from pre-school through high
school. The chapters explore and explain how prosocial education helps teachers create effective
classroom learning environments to support the development of the whole student, principals
encourage positive school climate, and superintendents work to improve the health and well-being of
their systems. As readers will learn, when done well, prosocial education develops the capacities and
competencies of students, teachers, and school administrators that lead to a more autonomous,
positive self-concept, greater sense of purpose, more socially responsible behaviors, and increased
connections between families, schools, and communities. This book pulls together in one place for
the first time the various threads that create the prosocial education tapestry, making a compelling
case for the necessity of changing national educational policy that continues to be ever-more
oriented to only the academic side of the educational coin, thus jeopardizing the foundational and
historic purpose of educating our children for their full human development and participation in our
democracy.
  why does finland have the best education system: Literacy and Language in East Asia
Marilyn Kell, Peter Kell, 2013-08-13 This book critically explores why some Asian nations are on top
of the world in students’ achievement tests in reading and literacy, yet governments and industry in
these nations are anxious about a crisis in education. Why are governments anxious about the
capabilities and skills of school and university graduates in a global economy when there is a Asian
economic boom? The authors explore questions about how the Asian countries value test-based
examination curriculum and its influence on the practices of teaching learning and the lives of young
people in Asia. The authors describe the challenge of change for East Asian nations to develop more
relevant approaches to literacy and language and more inclusive societies focussed on the needs of
young people and not exam results.
  why does finland have the best education system: In Teachers We Trust: The Finnish Way to
World-Class Schools Pasi Sahlberg, Timothy D. Walker, 2021-03-23 Seven key principles from
Finland for building a culture of trust in schools around the world. In the spring of 2018, thousands
of teachers across the United States—in states like Oklahoma, Kentucky, and Arizona—walked off
their jobs while calling for higher wages and better working conditions. Ultimately, these American
educators trumpeted a simple request: treat us like professionals. Teachers in many other countries



feel the same way as their US counterparts. In Teachers We Trust presents a compelling vision,
offering practical ideas for educators and school leaders wishing to develop teacher-powered
education systems. It reveals why teachers in Finland hold high status, and shows what the country’s
trust- based school system looks like in action. Pasi Sahlberg and Timothy D. Walker suggest seven
key principles for building a culture of trust in schools, from offering clinical training for future
teachers to encouraging student agency to fostering a collaborative professionalism among
educators. In Teachers We Trust is essential reading for all teachers, administrators, and parents
who entrust their children to American schools.
  why does finland have the best education system: Participation by 16-19 year olds in
education and training Great Britain: Parliament: House of Commons: Education Committee,
2011-07-19 The Education Committee accepts that changes to student support needed to be made,
but says that the delay in deciding on allocations and the guiding principles for distribution should
not have been allowed to happen. The report states that the Government should have done more to
acknowledge the Educational Maintenance Allowance's (EMA) combined impact on participation,
attainment and retention, before it decided how to restructure financial support. The bursary
scheme which is to replace the EMA will inevitably lead to inconsistencies which could distort young
people's choices of where to study. It is not persuaded that bursaries administered by schools and
colleges will necessarily be fairer or more discriminating than a slimmed-down, more targeted
entitlement such as the EMA. The report also highlights the difficulty of transferring data between
schools and colleges and encourages the Department for Education to do more to ensure that
information about pupils' needs can move easily between educational institutions. The Committee
supports the Government's focus on Apprenticeships but urges it to protect quality at the same time
as increasing numbers participating. It also urges the Department for Education to fund the National
Careers Service to provide face-to-face careers advice for young people
  why does finland have the best education system: Finnish Lessons Pasi Sahlberg, 2011
Finnish Lessons is a first-hand, comprehensive account of how Finland built a world-class education
system during the past three decades. The author traces the evolution of education policies in
Finland and highlights how they differ from the United States and other industrialized countries. He
shows how rather than relying on competition, choice, and external testing of students, education
reforms in Finland focus on professionalizing teachers' work, developing instructional leadership in
schools, and enhancing trust in teachers and schools. This book details the complexity of educational
change and encourages educators and policymakers to develop effective solutions for their own
districts and schools.
  why does finland have the best education system: Exploring Best Child Development
Practices in Contemporary Society Silton, Nava R., 2020-03-13 Parents and teachers require a
greater understanding of child development and of evidence-based research practices for how to
best raise successful, emotionally intelligent, kind, and empathetic children in contemporary society.
Hands-on practical advice is needed to foster such attributes during child development in order to
raise happy, healthy, and successful children regardless of their backgrounds, abilities, or
preferences. Exploring Best Child Development Practices in Contemporary Society is a critical
scholarly publication that strengthens and optimizes parenting capacity by sharing research-based
methods for a better understanding of the constructs of kindness, empathy, emotional intelligence,
grit, and bullying preventive and intervention efforts and offers tools that cultivate these important
qualities in today's children. Moreover, the text delves into best rearing practices for raising
children with disabilities and children on the LGBTQ spectrum. Featuring a range of topics including
child development, media diet, and physical development, this book is ideal for teachers,
psychologists, therapists, researchers, academicians, practitioners, and students.
  why does finland have the best education system: Shifting Strands Bryant Griffith,
2012-12-19 In this the sixth book of a series of exploratory and cautionary tales, Griffith revisits the
sites of reflective knowledge and practical experiences that have been our historical
presuppositions, and which are now in the process of flux and change. As in his previous books,



historical discourse, what we know and can know about the past, is used as the baseline for
understanding. This is an ongoing process, where ideas are considered, used to interact with other
ideas, and then, among communities of learners, are incorporated, supplanted, or rejected. This is
more than a dialectical process because it is based in human action. In education, broadly speaking,
we have taught and have learned that this was a linear, rational path that could be mapped, but in
today's fragmented, decentered world of difference we can no longer be certain that our
presuppositions hold or apply. Using the analogy of shifting strands, this book provides a way of
coming to understand, rather than a way of knowing. It suggests that our emerging paradigm will be
grounded in presuppositions that are relative to person, place, and time and that certainty may be
illusive. The role of introducing ideas like these in a mass capitalist democracy such as ours is a
staggering challenge, and it is one that has fallen to educators whether they wish it or not. Shifting
Strands challenges both teachers and learners to take up the torch and run with it. This can be
accomplished by thinking in a way that is both historical and philosophical; one that understands
that learning occurs when we understand where our learners are situated in terms of place and
thought. Thinking and knowing about the world is relative to who you are and your ability to
thinking in a critical and reflexive way. This is only the first part of the challenge. The second, and
no less important, task is for you to realize the power of our polymodal world. Increasingly, we rely
on social networks in our decision-making and retreat fromthe more difficult process of negotiation
and interaction, but it is this process that schooling must explore and practice. Our world is
paradoxical. There are few, if any, certainties and the trip to understanding our reasons for believing
and acting as we do is one with many different routes. It is an exciting time, full of possibility and
open to the maverick in you, and open to your creative spirit. Come along for the ride.
  why does finland have the best education system: Fulfilling the Sustainable Development
Goals Narinder Kakar, Vesselin Popovski, Nicholas A. Robinson, 2021-08-30 This book contains
assessment of the progress, or the lack of it, in implementing the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Through review of the assessments and of case studies, readers can draw lessons
from the actions that could work to positively address the goals. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development is designed to catalyze action in critical areas of importance to humanity and the
planet. The effort to implement the SDGs, however, demands a sense of urgency in the face of
environmental degradation, climate change, emerging conflicts, and growing inequality, among a
number of other socio-economic problems. Five years after the launch of the 2030 Agenda, this book
takes stock of how far the world has come and how we can position ourselves to achieve the global
targets. The book is one of the first to assess how the implementation is impeded by the onset of
COVID-19. It contains a special chapter on COVID-19 and the SDGs, while many thematic chapters
on different SDGs also assess how COVID-19 adversely affects implementation, and what measures
could be taken to minimize the adverse effects. This publication thus provides a fresh look at
implementation of the SDGs highlighting impactful and creative actions that go beyond the
business-as-usual development efforts. The volume reinforces this analysis with expert
recommendations on how to support implementation efforts and achieve the SDGs through
international and national strategies and the involvement of both the public and private sectors. The
result is an indispensable textual tool for policy makers, academia, intergovernmental organizations
(IGOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), as well as the public, as we march toward the
2030 deadline.
  why does finland have the best education system: Lutheranism and the Nordic Spirit of
Social Democracy Robert H Nelson, 2017-08-01 One man's way of thinking about God has decisively
shaped the political and economic rise of Nordic social democracy. 500 years ago, Martin Luther's
writings led to the Reformation in the Nordic countries, and his values and beliefs shaped more than
just the church. Lutheranism is one of the most important influences on the Nordic welfare system
and a general belief in social democracy. Indeed, Nordic social democracy itself can be seen as a
modern form of religion, or secular Lutheranism. In Lutheranism and the Nordic Spirit of Social
Democracy, Robert Nelson, an American observer and professor of political economy at the



University of Maryland, brings a fresh perspective to the interrelated questions of religion, national
identity, and governance in the Nordic world. Exploring how Lutheranism never went away as the
true path to a new heaven on earth, Nelson shows how the form of Lutheran Nordic religion and
culture changed radically, while its substance remained surprisingly unaltered.
  why does finland have the best education system: Reimagining Nigeria's Educational
System Joseph A. Balogun, 2023-09-20 This book assesses the challenges within the Nigerian
educational system and provides a concrete plan to revitalize the low-performing system by
strengthening high-stakes testing at all levels. In Nigeria, many citizens believe that the solution to
the country’s low performance in education is to eliminate high-stakes standardized testing.
High-stakes testing refers to applying standardized student achievement tests as a primary
mechanism to evaluate students, teachers, and their school’s performance. This book argues that the
poor quality of education and low ranking of Nigeria’s educational system is not related to the
negative consequences of high-stakes testing, but rather is due to many intrinsic factors. By
conducting a comparative analysis of six high-performing education systems worldwide, the book
offers a comparative summative evaluation of the educational system and offers recommendations.
This book will be of interest to policymakers and scholars in the fields of African education, higher
education, quality and global studies, African studies, management and administration, leadership,
and professional development studies. Joseph Abiodun Balogun is former Dean and retired
Distinguished University Professor at the College of Health Sciences, Chicago State University, USA,
Visiting Professor/Program Consultant at the Centre of Excellence in Reproductive Health
Innovation, University of Benin, Nigeria, and President/ CEO, Joseph Rehabilitation Center, Tinley
Park, Illinois, USA.
  why does finland have the best education system: FinnishED Leadership Pasi Sahlberg,
2017-07-13 Improve overall school performance from start to Finnish! Finland’s consistent
performance in international student assessments has caused much curiosity in recent years.
Educators around the world are exploring what Finland does well and how they remain at the top.
Pasi Sahlberg has hosted multiple delegations of educators in Finland seeking ideas and tools to
apply to their home districts, and has determined real change can begin with four uncomplicated
ideas. Focusing on leading learners, this book considers topics like: Physical activity is crucial for
substantial learning Enhancing equity is an essential component of success Embedding ideas into
your current leadership practices takes perseverance Finland’s particular brand of leadership
culture in education is an ideal model for improving educational performance anywhere
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