why are general education courses
important

why are general education courses important is a question that resonates with many
students, educators, and academic institutions alike. General education courses serve as
the foundation for a well-rounded education by exposing students to a broad spectrum of
disciplines and essential skills. These courses often include subjects such as mathematics,
sciences, humanities, social sciences, and communication, which collectively enhance
critical thinking, problem-solving, and cultural awareness. Understanding the significance of
general education courses helps clarify their role in personal development and career
readiness. This article explores the multifaceted reasons behind the importance of general
education courses, their impact on academic and professional success, and how they
contribute to lifelong learning. The following sections delve into the core benefits, skills
developed, and the broader educational context of general education.

Foundation for Academic Success

Development of Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills

Promotion of Interdisciplinary Knowledge

Enhancement of Communication and Collaboration

Preparation for Civic Responsibility and Cultural Awareness

Support for Career Readiness and Adaptability

Foundation for Academic Success

General education courses are designed to provide students with a solid academic
foundation that prepares them for more specialized study. These courses cover
fundamental subjects such as math, science, English, and social studies, ensuring that all
students acquire essential knowledge regardless of their major. This broad base of learning
supports success in advanced coursework by equipping students with the necessary skills
and intellectual tools to engage with complex material.

Building Fundamental Knowledge

Through general education, students gain a comprehensive understanding of core
academic disciplines. This foundational knowledge is crucial for grasping advanced
concepts in their chosen fields and fosters intellectual flexibility. For example, a background
in statistics or critical reading enhances a student’s ability to analyze research data or
academic texts in specialized courses.



Strengthening Academic Skills

General education courses also emphasize basic academic skills such as writing, research,
and quantitative reasoning. These skills are vital for success across all disciplines and help
students develop effective study habits, time management, and analytical capabilities.

Development of Critical Thinking and Problem-
Solving Skills

One of the primary reasons why are general education courses important is their role in
cultivating critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. These courses challenge students
to analyze information, evaluate arguments, and develop reasoned conclusions.

Encouraging Analytical Thinking

Subjects like philosophy, mathematics, and the sciences encourage students to think
deeply and logically. They learn to assess evidence, identify assumptions, and solve
complex problems, which are transferable skills applicable in both academic and real-world
scenarios.

Enhancing Decision-Making Abilities

By engaging with diverse perspectives and scenarios, general education fosters better
decision-making. Students learn to weigh options carefully and consider consequences,
preparing them for professional challenges and everyday life decisions.

Promotion of Interdisciplinary Knowledge

General education courses promote an interdisciplinary approach to learning, encouraging
students to make connections across various fields of study. This integration broadens
intellectual horizons and enhances creativity.

Connecting Diverse Disciplines

Exposure to different subject areas allows students to see the relationships between
disciplines such as science and ethics, or history and literature. This holistic approach
nurtures innovative thinking and a more comprehensive understanding of complex issues.

Fostering Intellectual Curiosity

General education inspires curiosity by introducing students to topics beyond their major.
This broadens their interests and motivates lifelong learning, essential for adapting to



changing knowledge landscapes.

Enhancement of Communication and
Collaboration

Effective communication and teamwork are crucial skills developed through general
education courses. These classes often require presentations, group projects, and written
assignments that build these competencies.

Improving Written and Oral Communication

Courses in English, speech, and humanities emphasize clarity, persuasion, and coherence in
communication. These skills are indispensable in professional environments and social
interactions.

Developing Teamwork Skills

Collaborative assignments teach students how to work effectively in diverse groups,
manage conflicts, and contribute to shared goals. This experience is vital for success in
virtually every career path.

Preparation for Civic Responsibility and Cultural
Awareness

General education courses play a critical role in preparing students to be informed,
responsible citizens. They promote understanding of social, political, and cultural issues at
local, national, and global levels.

Understanding Social and Cultural Contexts

Courses in history, sociology, and cultural studies expose students to diverse perspectives
and histories, fostering empathy and respect for differences. This cultural literacy is
essential in today’s interconnected world.

Encouraging Civic Engagement

Through exposure to civic education and ethics, students learn the importance of
participation in democratic processes and community service. This awareness cultivates a
sense of responsibility toward society.



Support for Career Readiness and Adaptability

General education courses contribute significantly to career readiness by equipping
students with versatile skills and knowledge that employers value. These courses prepare
graduates to adapt to evolving job markets and professional demands.

Building Transferable Skills

Skills such as critical thinking, communication, and problem-solving developed in general
education are highly sought after by employers across industries. These competencies
enhance employability and professional growth.

Facilitating Lifelong Learning and Adaptability

The broad knowledge base and intellectual agility fostered by general education enable
graduates to adapt to new technologies, roles, and challenges throughout their careers.
This adaptability is crucial in a rapidly changing global economy.

Comprehensive academic foundation

Critical thinking and analytical skills

Interdisciplinary knowledge and creativity

Effective communication and teamwork
e Civic awareness and cultural sensitivity

e Career readiness and lifelong adaptability

Frequently Asked Questions

Why are general education courses important for
college students?

General education courses provide a broad foundation of knowledge across multiple
disciplines, helping students develop critical thinking, communication, and problem-solving
skills essential for academic and professional success.

How do general education courses contribute to



personal growth?

These courses expose students to diverse perspectives, cultures, and ideas, fostering
intellectual curiosity, ethical reasoning, and a well-rounded worldview that contributes to
personal development.

In what ways do general education courses prepare
students for the workforce?

General education courses enhance transferable skills such as writing, analytical thinking,
teamwork, and adaptability, which are highly valued by employers across various
industries.

Can general education courses help students decide on
their major or career path?

Yes, by exploring different subjects, students can discover their interests and strengths,
which can inform their choice of major and future career direction.

Why do employers value candidates with a strong
general education background?

Employers appreciate candidates with general education backgrounds because they tend to
have effective communication skills, critical thinking abilities, and a capacity to solve
complex problems, making them versatile and adaptable employees.

Additional Resources

1. The Value of General Education: Building a Foundation for Lifelong Learning

This book explores the critical role general education courses play in shaping well-rounded
individuals. It delves into how these courses foster critical thinking, communication skills,
and cultural awareness. The author argues that a broad educational foundation prepares
students for diverse challenges in their personal and professional lives.

2. Why General Education Matters: Enhancing Skills Beyond Specialization

Focusing on the benefits of general education, this book highlights how these courses
complement specialized study by enhancing analytical and interpersonal skills. It discusses
the importance of a balanced curriculum in cultivating adaptability and problem-solving
abilities. The text includes case studies demonstrating improved career outcomes for
students with strong general education backgrounds.

3. General Education and Its Role in Student Success

This work provides an in-depth analysis of how general education courses contribute to
academic achievement and personal growth. It examines the development of ethical
reasoning and civic responsibility through a diverse curriculum. The author supports the
argument with research findings on student engagement and retention.



4. Broadening Horizons: The Importance of General Education in Higher Learning

The book argues that general education is essential for developing a comprehensive
worldview. It shows how exposure to various disciplines encourages intellectual curiosity
and empathy. The author also discusses the societal benefits of graduates who possess a
multifaceted understanding of the world.

5. General Education: Preparing Students for a Complex World

This title emphasizes the necessity of general education in equipping students with skills to
navigate an increasingly interconnected and complex society. It covers topics such as
critical thinking, ethical decision-making, and cultural literacy. The book offers practical
recommendations for integrating general education effectively into college curricula.

6. The Role of General Education in Developing Critical Thinkers

Here, the focus is on how general education courses cultivate critical thinking and analytical
skills that are vital across all fields. The author discusses pedagogical approaches that
enhance student engagement and cognitive development. The book also addresses
challenges and misconceptions about the relevance of general education.

7. General Education for the 21st Century: Skills, Knowledge, and Values

This book outlines the evolving nature of general education in response to modern societal
needs. It highlights key competencies such as digital literacy, global awareness, and ethical
reasoning. The author presents a framework for updating general education programs to
better prepare students for future challenges.

8. The Impact of General Education on Career and Personal Development

Exploring the long-term benefits of general education, this book connects academic
experiences with career success and personal fulfillment. It includes testimonials and
research on how general education fosters adaptability, communication skills, and lifelong
learning habits. The text serves as a resource for educators and policymakers.

9. Integrating General Education: A Pathway to Holistic Education

This book advocates for the integration of general education courses into all degree
programs to promote holistic student development. It discusses interdisciplinary
approaches and the synergy between general and specialized education. The author
emphasizes the importance of preparing students not just for jobs, but for meaningful lives.
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why are general education courses important: Establishing and Sustaining
Learning-Centered Community Colleges Christine Johnson McPhail, 2005-01-31 Today's most
prominent thought leaders weigh in on the learning paradigm, calling for institutional change and
responsibility for learning positive outcomes. This book helps leaders develop structures and
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processes that allow for more flexibility and creativity. Explore all facets of the learning paradigm
from developing a change-receptive environment and engaging constituencies to strategic planning,
governance, and more.

why are general education courses important: The Psychology of Asian Learners Ronnel
B. King, Allan B. I. Bernardo, 2015-10-12 This book celebrates the scholarly achievements of Prof.
David A. Watkins, who has pioneered research on the psychology of Asian learners, and helps
readers grasp the cognitive, motivational, developmental, and socio-cultural aspects of Asian
learners learning experiences. A wide range of empirical and review papers, which examine the
characteristics of these experiences as they are shaped by both the particularities of diverse
educational systems/cultural milieus and universal principles of human learning and development,
are showcased. The individual chapters, which explore learners from fourteen Asian countries,
autonomous regions, and/or economies, build on research themes and approaches from Prof.
Watkins’ research work, and are proof of the broad importance and enduring relevance of his
seminal psychological research on learners and the learning process.

why are general education courses important: Integrated General Education Catherine
M. Wehlburg, 2010-04-19 General education has been an essential part of American higher
education for a long time. Unfortunately, it is often seen as something to get out of the way so that
the student can go on to take the more important courses within a chosen major. This volume
changes that perception. Topics discussed include: Integrated General Education: A Brief Look Back
Why are Outcomes So Difficult to Achieve? Making General Education Matter: Structures and
Strategies Unifying the Undergraduate Curriculum Through Inquiry-Guided Learning University of
the Pacific's Bookend Seminars on a Good Society Core Curriculum Revision at TCU: How Faculty
Created and Are Maintaining the TCU Core Curriculum Creating an Integrative General Education:
The Bates Experience Building an Integrated Student Learning Outcomes Assessment for General
Education: Three Case Studies Meaningful General Education Assessment That is Integrated and
Transformative Institutions of higher education have a responsibility to develop a meaningful
general education curriculum that cultivates qualities of thinking, communication, and problem
solving (to name a few of the general education goals that many institutions share). What is missing
from many institutions, though, is the concept of integrating general education with the overall
educational curriculum. If this is done, general education courses are no longer something to take
quickly so they can be checked off; instead; they become part of the educational development of the
student. This integration benefits the student, certainly, but also the larger society--baccalaureate
graduates steeped in the liberal arts will become future leaders. Having been prepared with a broad
knowledge base, our current students will be able to think more critically and make good use of
information to solve problems that have not yet even been identified. This is the 121st volume of the
Jossey-Bass higher education quarterly report series New Directions for Teaching and Learning,
which offers a comprehensive range of ideas and techniques for improving college teaching based
on the experience of seasoned instructors and the latest findings of educational and psychological
researchers.

why are general education courses important: Controversial Therapies for
Developmental Disabilities John W. Jacobson, Richard M. Foxx, James A. Mulick, 2005-01-15 One
of the largest and most complex human services systems in Western nations has evolved to address
the needs of people with developmental disabilities. In the U.S., for example, school budgets are
stretched thin by legally mandated special education, and billions of Medicaid dollars annually are
consumed by residential and professional services to this population. The temptation of a quick fix is
strong. Many parents desperately seek the latest ideas and place pressure on program
administrators, who often are not trained to think critically about the evidence base for intervention
efforts. The problems of people with developmental disabilities have historically been targeted by a
wide range of professionals who rely on clinical experience and intuition and do not submit their
claims to the tests of scientific research. Professional entrepreneurs have energetically promoted
their treatments to a public perhaps too trustful of those with credentials. Thus, families and their



children are buffeted by reforms founded on belief and ideologically driven management. Services
fluctuate with the currents of social movements and rapidly shifting philosophies of care as
policymakers and providers strive for increased responsiveness and individualization. These forces
affect not only where and how, but how well people are served. Too often, services are less effective
than they could be, or worse, damaging to personal growth and quality of life. Many treatments are
based on poorly understood or even disproven approaches. What approaches to early intervention,
education, therapy, and remediation really help those with mental retardation and developmental
disabilities improve their functioning and adaptation? And what approaches represent wastes of
time, effort, and resources? This book brings together leading behavioral scientists and practitioners
to focus light on the major controversies surrounding these questions. The authors review the
origins, perpetuation, and resistance to scrutiny of questionable practices, and offer a clear rationale
for appraising the quality of services. In an era of increasing accountability, no one with a
professional stake in services to individuals with mental retardation and developmental disabilities
can afford not to read this book.

why are general education courses important: Delivering on the Promise of High-Impact
Practices John Zilvinskis, Jillian Kinzie, Jerry Daday, Ken O'Donnell, Carleen Vande Zande,
2023-07-03 Research shows that enriching learning experiences such as learning communities,
service-learning, undergraduate research, internships, and senior culminating experiences -
collectively known as High-Impact Practices (HIPs) - are positively associated with student
engagement; deep, and integrated learning; and personal and educational gains for all students -
particularly for historically underserved students, including first-generation students and racially
minoritized populations. While HIPs’ potential benefits for student learning, retention, and
graduation are recognized and are being increasingly integrated across higher education programs,
much of that potential remains unrealized; and their implementation frequently uneven. Colleges are
eager to use the HIP nomenclature for recruitment, promoting equity for traditionally underserved
student populations, and preparing lifelong learners and successful professionals. However, HIPs
defy easy categorization or standardized implementation. They rely on fidelity, quality, and
consistency - being “done well” - to achieve their learning outcomes; and, above all, require
attention to access and equity if they are to fulfill their promise of benefitting all student populations
equally.The goal of Delivering on the Promise of High-Impact Practices is to provide examples from
around the country of the ways educators are advancing equity, promoting fidelity, achieving scale,
and strengthening assessment of their own local high-impact practices. Its chapters bring together
the best current scholarship, methodologies, and evidence-based practices within the HIPs field,
illustrating new approaches to faculty professional development, culture and coalition building,
research and assessment, and continuous improvement that help institutions understand and extend
practices with a demonstrated high impact. For proponents and practitioners this book offers
perspectives, data and critiques to interrogate and improve practice. For administrators it provides
an understanding of what’s needed to deliver the necessary support.

why are general education courses important: Gen Ed D. G. Mulcahy, 2021-01-04 Gen Ed is
a novel that locates serious discussion of general education in the context of some of the day-to-day
realities encountered in putting it into practice and promoting efforts at reform at Metropolitan
Atlantic University (aka the Metro). This dual focus is found in the often-pugnacious policy debate
among the faculty and a more light-hearted discussion of related questions carried on by Professor
Kelly as he models Socratic teaching in his upper-level class for prospective teachers. Reforming
general education at the Metro is not free of the vanities and vulgarities of ambitious men and
women and self-serving politicians, of course, nor those who poke fun at them. Arnie Smatter, the
irrepressible and nosey chat show host of Radio YOY ensures that this does not go unnoticed. The
overall humorous tone of Gen Ed does not detract from Mulcahy’s thoughtful treatment of
substantive issues that will be of interest to serious scholars, students, and a general readership. It
is the behaviour of those involved, the broader media and political contexts in which events take
place, which mainly becomes the object of humorous treatment.



why are general education courses important: Assessing Student Learning Linda Suskie,
2018-01-09 Assessing Student Learning is a standard reference for college faculty and
administrators, and the third edition of this highly regarded book continues to offer comprehensive,
practical, plainspoken guidance. The third edition adds a stronger emphasis on making assessment
useful; greater attention to building a culture in which assessment is used to inform important
decisions; an enhanced focus on the many settings of assessment, especially general education and
co-curricula; a new emphasis on synthesizing evidence of student learning into an overall picture of
an integrated learning experience; new chapters on curriculum design and assessing the
hard-to-assess; more thorough information on organizing assessment processes; new frameworks for
rubric design and setting standards and targets; and many new resources. Faculty, administrators,
new and experienced assessment practitioners, and students in graduate courses on higher
education assessment will all find this a valuable addition to their bookshelves.

why are general education courses important: Mind Vs. Money Alan S. Kahan, For the past
150 years, Western intellectuals have trumpeted contempt for capitalism and capitalists. They have
written novels, plays, and manifestos to demonstrate the evils of the economic system in which they
live. Dislike and contempt for the bourgeoisie, the middle classes, industry, and commerce have
been a prominent trait of leading Western writers and artists. Mind vs. Money is an analytical
history of how and why so many intellectuals have opposed capitalism. It is also an argument for
how this opposition can be tempered. Historically, intellectuals have expressed their rejection of
capitalism through many different movements, including nationalism, anti-Semitism, socialism,
fascism, communism, and the 1960s counterculture. Hostility to capitalism takes new forms today.
The anti-globalization, Green, communitarian, and New Age movements are all examples.
Intellectuals give such movements the legitimacy and leadership they would otherwise lack. What
unites radical intellectuals of the nineteenth century, communists and fascists of the twentieth, and
anti-globalization protestors of the twenty-first, along with many other intellectuals not associated
with these movements, is their rejection of capitalism. Kahan argues that intellectuals are a
permanently alienated elite in capitalist societies. In myriad forms, and on many fronts, the battle
between Mind and Money continues today. Anti-Americanism is one of them. Americans like to see
their country as a beacon of freedom and prosperity. But in the eyes of many European and
American intellectuals, when America is identified with capitalism, it is transformed from moral
beacon into the Great Satan. This is just one of the issues Mind vs. Money explores. The conflict
between Mind and Money is the great, unresolved conflict of modern society. To end it, we must first
understand it.

why are general education courses important: The New Work of Writing Across the
Curriculum Staci M. Perryman-Clark, 2023-08-21 The New Work of Writing Across the Curriculum is
a descriptive analysis of how institutions can work to foster stronger intellectual activities around
writing as connected to campus-wide diversity and inclusion initiatives. Author Staci M.
Perryman-Clark blends theory and practice, grounds disciplinary conversations with practical
examples of campus work, and provides realistic expectations for operations with budgetary
constraints while enhancing diversity, equity, and inclusion work in higher education. Many of these
initiatives are created in isolation, reinforcing institutional silos that are not used strategically to
gain the attention of senior administrators, particularly those working at state-supported public
institutions who must manage shrinking institutional budgets. Yet teaching and learning centers and
WAC programs gain tremendously from one another by building explicit partnerships on
campus-wide diversity initiatives that emphasize cultural competence. In addition, both cultural
competence and written proficiency enhance the transferable skills necessary for completing
undergraduate education requirements, and this work can be leveraged to draw the attention of
senior administrative leadership. Faculty development and WAC need to make diversity and
inclusion initiatives a priority for professional development. The New Work of Writing Across the
Curriculum reviews initiatives that point to increased understanding of diversity and inclusion that
will be of significance to administrators, WAC specialists, faculty developers, and diversity officers




across the spectrum of institutions of higher learning.

why are general education courses important: Handbook of Teaching and Learning in
Sociology Sergio A. Cabrera, Stephen Sweet, 2023-01-20 Showcasing advanced research from over
30 expert sociologists, this dynamic Handbook explores a wide range of cutting-edge developments
in scholarship on teaching and learning in sociology. It presents instructors with a comprehensive
companion on how to achieve excellence in teaching, both in individual courses and across the
undergraduate sociology curriculum.

why are general education courses important: Astronomy: The Human Quest for
Understanding Dale A. Ostlie, 2022-09-07 Since humans first looked up at the stars, astronomy has
had a particular ability to stir the imagination and challenge the thinking of scientists and
non-scientists alike. Astronomy: The Human Quest for Understanding is an introductory astronomy
textbook specifically designed to relate to non-science majors across a wide variety of disciplines,
nurture their curiosity, and develop vital science-based critical-thinking skills. This textbook
provides an introduction to how science operates in practice and what makes it so successful in
uncovering nature's secrets. Given that the study of astronomy dates back thousands of years, it is
the ideal subject for tracing the development of the physical sciences and how our evolving
understanding of nature has influenced, and been influenced by, mathematics, philosophy, religion,
geography, politics, and more. This historical approach also illustrates how wrong turns have been
taken, and how the inherent self-correcting nature of science through constant verification and the
falsifiability of truly scientific theories ultimately leads us back to a more productive path in our
quest for understanding. This approach also points out why, as a broadly educated citizenry,
students of all disciplines must understand how scientists arrive at conclusions, and how science and
technology have become central features of modern society. In discussing this fascinating and
beautiful universe of which we are a part, it is necessary to illustrate the fundamental role that
mathematics plays in decoding nature's mysteries. Unlike other similar textbooks, some basic
mathematics is integrated naturally into the text, together with interpretive language, and
supplemented with numerous examples; additional tutorials are provided on the book's companion
website. Astronomy: The Human Quest for Understanding leads the reader down the path to our
present-day understanding of our Solar System, stars, galaxies, and the beginning and evolution of
our universe, along with profound questions still to be answered in this ancient, yet rapidly changing
field.

why are general education courses important: General Education Essentials Paul
Hanstedt, 2012-05-29 General Education Essentials Full-time and part-time faculty in any discipline
and at any size campus with any type of mission can pick up this volume and learn something that
will help her or him improve teaching and learning.???—From the Foreword by Terrel L. Rhodes,
vice president for Curriculum, Quality, and Assessment, Association of American Colleges and
Universities Every year, hundreds of small colleges, state schools, and large, research-oriented
universities across the United States (and, increasingly, Europe and Asia) revisit their core and
general education curricula, often moving toward more integrative models. And every year, faculty
members who are highly skilled in narrowly defined fields ask two simple questions: Why? and How
is this going to affect me? General Education Essentials seeks to answer these and other questions
by providing a much-needed overview of and a rationale for the recent shift in general education
curricular design, a sense of how this shift can affect a faculty member's teaching, and an
understanding of how all of this might impact course and student assessment. Filled with examples
from a variety of disciplines that will spark insights, General Education Essentials explores the
techniques that can be used to ensure that students are gaining the skills they need to be perceptive
scholars and productive citizens. This is THE ONE BOOK for academics to get up to speed about
reforming general education. —Jerry Gaff, senior scholar, Association of American Colleges and
Universities

why are general education courses important: Developing Writing Skills for IELTS Sin
Wang Chong, Xuejun Ye, 2020-12-29 An essential companion for IELTS writing instructors and



students, Developing Writing Skills for IELTS provides IELTS test-takers with the necessary skills to
succeed in the two academic writing tasks in [ELTS. Adopting an original exemplar-based writing
instructional approach, this text offers an in-depth and reader-friendly analysis of the assessment
standards of the two academic writing tasks in IELTS. Authentic exemplars written by EFL
university students are included to illustrate high (Bands 8-9), average (Bands 6-7), and low (Bands
4-5) performances in IELTS writing. Key Features: * Diagrammatical representation of assessment
standards of the two academic writing tasks by experienced IELTS writing examiners and
instructors. ¢ 100 writing questions modelled after the IELTS format, designed by the authors, and
categorised according to question types and topics that emerge from an analysis of over 400 IELTS
writing questions. * Over 100 writing exemplars by EFL university students, accompanied by guided
activities and suggested answers. Designed as a classroom text, a resource for workshops and
consultations, or a self-study material, Developing Writing Skills for IELTS: A Research-based
Approach will support IELTS writing instructors and test-takers with a variety of writing
proficiencies.

why are general education courses important: Trends in Outdoor Recreation, Leisure, and
Tourism William C. Gartner, David W. Lime, 2000 This book focuses on the issues and trends in
outdoor, 'nature-based' recreation, leisure and tourism and explores the implications for public
policy, planning, management and marketing. It is intended as supplementary reading for advanced
students and is a useful reference tool.

why are general education courses important: ECEL 2019 18th European Conference on
e-Learning Rikke @rngreen, Bente Meyer, Mie Buhl , 2019-11-07

why are general education courses important: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2011
Staff of the Yale Daily News, 2010-06-15 For more than thirty-five years, The Insider's Guide to the
Colleges has been the favorite resource of high school students across the country because it is the
only comprehensive college reference researched and written by students for students. In interviews
with hundreds of peers on campuses from New York to Hawaii and Florida to Alaska, our writers
have sought out the inside scoop at every school on everything from the nightlife and professors to
the newest dorms and wildest student organizations. In addition to the in-depth profiles of college
life, this 37th edition has been revised and updated to include: * Essential statistics for every school,
from acceptance rates to the most popular majors * A College Finder to help students zero in on the
perfect school * Insider's packing list detailing what every college student really needs to bring * FYI
sections with student opinions and outrageous off-the-cuff advice. The Insider's Guide to the
Colleges cuts through the piles of brochures to get to the things that matter most to students, and by
staying on top of trends and attitudes it delivers the straight talk students and parents need to
choose the school that's the best fit.

why are general education courses important: Encyclopedia of Educational Reform and
Dissent Thomas C. Hunt, James C. Carper, Thomas J. Lasley, II, C. Daniel Raisch, 2010-01-12
Educational reform, and to a lesser extent educational dissent, occupy a prominent place in the
annals of U.S. education. Whether based on religious, cultural, social, philosophical, or pedagogical
grounds, they are ever-present in our educational history. Although some reforms have been
presented as a remedy for society’s ills, most programs were aimed toward practical transformation
of the existing system to ensure that each child will have a better opportunity to succeed in U.S.
society. Educational reform is a topic rich with ideas, rife with controversy, and vital in its outcome
for school patrons, educators, and the nation as a whole. With nearly 450 entries, these two volumes
comprise the first reference work to bring together the strands of reform and reformers and dissent
and dissenters in one place as a resource for parents, policymakers, scholars, teachers, and those
studying to enter the teaching profession. Key Features Opens with a historical overview of
educational reform and dissent and a timeline of key reforms, legislation, publications, and more
Examines the reform or dissent related to education found in theories, concepts, ideas, writings,
research, and practice Addresses how reformers and dissenters become significant culture-shaping
people and change the way we conduct our lives Key Themes Accountability Biographies Concepts




and Theories Curriculum and Instruction Diversity Finances and Economics Government
Organizations?Advisory Organizations?Business and Foundations Organizations?Curriculum
Organizations?Government Organizations?Professional Organizations?Think Tanks Public Policy
Religion and Religious Education Reports School Types Special Needs Technology This authoritative
work fills a void in the literature in the vast areas of educational reform and dissent, making it a
must-have resource for any academic library. Availability in print and electronic formats provides
students with convenient, easy access, wherever they may be.

why are general education courses important: Social Work and Service Learning Meryl
Nadel, Virginia Majewski, Marilyn Sullivan-Cosetti, 2007 Service learning and social work education
comprise an exciting, yet underutilized, partnership. This book represents the first comprehensive
overview of this active and empowering approach to learning in social work. Both educators and
practitioners will discover conceptual and practical guidance for developing productive
community-based projects. Often envisioned as located at the midpoint on a continuum from
volunteer work to internship, service learning combines the opportunity to serve with the
opportunity to learn. It offers community agencies a chance to collaborate with academic colleagues
to meet identified community needs, frequently with an explicit social justice dimension. The
contributors illustrate how service learning facilitates students' understanding and interacting with
community members as partners, not clients. Service learning encourages students to use critical
thinking skills to reflect on their work and its implications. This combination of
study-action-reflection in conjunction with course content is highly effective.The book explores its
subject from several perspectives. The first section serves as a conceptual and theoretical
orientation to service learning in social work. The second section offers models that illustrate many
ways of implementing service learning across the components of the social work curriculum. The
final two parts of the book focus on evaluation and service learning in the broader context of civic
engagement.

why are general education courses important: Prioritizing Academic Programs and Services
Robert C. Dickeson, 2009-12-15 Prioritizing Academic Programs and Services REVISED AND
UPDATED Increasing economic concerns make the new edition of this best-selling classic an
invaluable resource for those who want and need to implement a proven step-by-step approach to
reallocating resources in tough times. Thoroughly revised and updated, Prioritizing Academic
Programs and Services includes new recommendations from the field, communication strategies for
more successful campus implementation, a new section on the sources of hidden costs, and a
Prioritization Process and Implementation workbook designed to help administrators avoid costly
mistakes. This book includes access to additional content online, including models for prioritization
from a variety of campuses. Based on the author's extensive consulting experience, this necessary
and timely resource offers the best advice for addressing the current economic concerns affecting
most colleges and universities. Praise for Prioritizing Academic Programs and Services For more
than a decade, higher education leaders have turned to Dickeson's practical guide to academic
program assessment. These newly expanded approaches are just in time for today's competitive
environment. SUZANNE SHIPLEY, president, Shepherd University Dickeson provides a compelling
rationale for program prioritization as well as a practical planning structure that promotes
alignment between programs, resources, and university mission. Presidents and provosts can use his
approach to frame campus discussions around the future of the institution and away from legacy
programs whose time has passed. KYLE R. CARTER, provost and senior vice chancellor, Western
Carolina University Dickeson's approach ensures that critical decisions regarding academic
programs and resource allocation are aligned with strategic goals and institutional mission. As one
of the early adopters of the process that he proposes, I am convinced that it is a powerful and
practical tool for any college or university committed to remaining focused, resilient, vital, and
relevant in a dynamic and increasingly challenging environment. DAVID MAXWELL, president,
Drake University
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