why become a special education teacher

why become a special education teacher is a question that many individuals passionate about
education and child development consider. Special education teachers play a crucial role in shaping
the lives of students with diverse learning needs, disabilities, and challenges. This rewarding career
path offers the opportunity to make a significant impact on individual students’ academic, social, and
emotional growth. Understanding the reasons behind choosing this profession involves exploring the
benefits, challenges, and unique aspects of special education teaching. This article will delve into the
motivations for becoming a special education teacher, the skills required, the impact on students
and communities, and the career prospects within this specialized educational field.
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The Importance of Special Education Teachers

Special education teachers are integral to the education system, serving students who require
tailored instructional approaches due to physical, cognitive, emotional, or developmental disabilities.
Their expertise ensures that all students receive equitable educational opportunities, aligned with
their unique needs and abilities. This role transcends traditional teaching by incorporating
individualized education programs (IEPs), adaptive teaching methods, and collaboration with
families and multidisciplinary teams. The importance of special education teachers is underscored
by their contribution to fostering inclusive classrooms and promoting student independence and
lifelong learning skills.

Role in Inclusive Education

Special education teachers facilitate inclusive education by adapting general curricula and creating
supportive learning environments. They work closely with general education teachers to integrate
students with disabilities into mainstream classrooms whenever possible, promoting diversity and
acceptance among all students.



Advocacy for Students with Disabilities

Beyond instruction, special education teachers advocate for the rights and needs of their students.
They ensure compliance with legal mandates such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), which guarantees free and appropriate public education for students with disabilities in the
United States.

Key Motivations for Choosing Special Education

The decision to become a special education teacher is often driven by a combination of personal
passion and professional goals. Many educators are motivated by the desire to make a meaningful
difference in the lives of students who face unique challenges. This section explores the primary
reasons why individuals pursue this specialized teaching career.

Passion for Helping Others

A strong desire to support and empower students with special needs is a fundamental motivation.
Special education teachers often find fulfillment in witnessing the progress and achievements of
their students, which can be profoundly rewarding.

Commitment to Equity in Education

Ensuring equal access to quality education for all students is a core value that drives many to this
profession. Special education teachers work to dismantle barriers to learning and promote inclusive
practices that accommodate diverse learner profiles.

Interest in Specialized Instructional Strategies

The use of innovative teaching methods tailored to individual learning needs attracts educators who
enjoy applying creativity and specialized knowledge in their classrooms. This includes behavioral
interventions, assistive technology, and differentiated instruction techniques.

Essential Skills and Qualifications

Becoming a special education teacher requires a unique set of skills and formal qualifications to
effectively address the diverse needs of students. This section outlines the critical competencies and
educational requirements necessary for success in this field.

Educational Requirements

Typically, special education teachers must hold a bachelor’s degree in special education or a related
field, along with state certification or licensure specific to special education. Many professionals
pursue advanced degrees or endorsements to enhance their expertise and career opportunities.



Key SKkills for Special Education Teachers

e Patience and Empathy: Understanding and responding to the varied needs of students with
compassion.

e Communication Skills: Effectively conveying information to students, parents, and
colleagues.

¢ Adaptability: Modifying teaching strategies to suit individual learning styles and abilities.

¢ Collaboration: Working with multidisciplinary teams, including therapists, counselors, and
families.

e Problem-Solving: Developing creative solutions for educational and behavioral challenges.

The Impact on Students and Families

The role of a special education teacher extends beyond academic instruction to positively influencing
the lives of students and their families. This impact can shape a child’s development and family
dynamics in profound ways.

Enhancing Student Self-Esteem and Independence

Special education teachers help students build confidence by celebrating their achievements and
encouraging autonomy. This fosters a sense of self-worth and prepares students for future success.

Supporting Families

Teachers often serve as critical resources for families, providing guidance, resources, and emotional
support. They collaborate with parents to develop effective strategies and ensure consistency
between home and school environments.

Career Opportunities and Professional Growth

The field of special education offers diverse career paths and opportunities for professional
advancement. Understanding these prospects can help individuals make informed decisions about
their career trajectory.

Variety of Work Settings

Special education teachers can work in public and private schools, specialized institutions, hospitals,
and community agencies. This diversity allows educators to find environments that align with their



interests and expertise.

Advancement and Specialization

Opportunities for growth include becoming lead teachers, special education coordinators, or
pursuing roles in administration, policy-making, or advocacy. Additional certifications in areas such
as autism spectrum disorders or behavioral analysis can further enhance career prospects.

Challenges and Rewards in Special Education Teaching

While the profession offers significant rewards, it also presents unique challenges that require
resilience and dedication. Awareness of these factors is essential for those considering this career
path.

Common Challenges

e Managing diverse and complex student needs.
e Balancing administrative responsibilities with instructional time.
e Addressing limited resources and support.

e Dealing with emotional and behavioral issues.

Rewards of the Profession

The opportunity to make a lasting difference, witness student growth, and contribute to a more
inclusive society are among the most significant rewards. Many special education teachers find their
work deeply meaningful and personally fulfilling.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is becoming a special education teacher considered a
rewarding career?

Becoming a special education teacher is rewarding because it allows you to make a meaningful
difference in the lives of students with diverse learning needs, helping them overcome challenges
and achieve their full potential.



What motivates individuals to become special education
teachers?

Many individuals are motivated by a passion for advocacy, a desire to support students with
disabilities, and a commitment to creating inclusive learning environments where every child can
succeed.

How does becoming a special education teacher impact the
community?

Special education teachers foster inclusivity and understanding within schools and communities,
promoting acceptance and equal opportunities for students with disabilities, which strengthens
societal diversity and empathy.

What skills can someone develop by becoming a special
education teacher?

Special education teachers develop skills such as patience, creativity, adaptability, strong
communication, individualized instruction techniques, and problem-solving, all of which are valuable
both professionally and personally.

Why is there a growing demand for special education
teachers?

The demand for special education teachers is growing due to increased awareness and diagnosis of
learning disabilities, legal requirements for inclusive education, and the need for specialized support
to meet diverse student needs.

How does being a special education teacher contribute to
personal growth?

Being a special education teacher encourages empathy, resilience, and lifelong learning, as
educators continuously adapt to new challenges and celebrate the unique progress of each student.

What makes special education teaching different from general
education teaching?

Special education teaching involves tailoring instructional methods to meet individual student needs,
collaborating closely with families and specialists, and addressing a wider range of developmental
and learning challenges compared to general education.

Additional Resources

1. Why I Teach: Reflections on Special Education
This book offers personal stories and insights from experienced special education teachers who



share their motivations and challenges. It explores the rewarding aspects of making a difference in
the lives of students with diverse learning needs. Readers gain an understanding of the passion and
dedication required to succeed in this field.

2. The Heart of Special Education: Finding Purpose in Teaching

A heartfelt exploration of the emotional and professional reasons educators choose special
education. The author discusses the deep sense of fulfillment and impact that comes from supporting
students with disabilities. This book encourages prospective teachers to embrace empathy and
patience as key qualities.

3. Empowering Every Learner: The Call to Special Education

This title highlights the importance of advocacy and empowerment in special education teaching. It
delves into how educators can create inclusive environments that foster growth for all students.
Practical examples illustrate why many feel compelled to join this meaningful profession.

4. Beyond the Classroom: The Special Educator’s Journey

Focusing on the broader role of special education teachers, this book covers career motivations and
the lifelong commitment to student success. It emphasizes collaboration with families and
communities as part of the teaching experience. Readers learn about the diverse paths that lead
educators to this career.

5. Passion and Patience: Why Special Education Teachers Matter

This book sheds light on the unique challenges and joys special education teachers face daily.
Through interviews and case studies, it reveals the personal qualities that drive educators to
persevere. The narrative inspires readers to consider how teaching special needs students can be a
life-changing vocation.

6. Teaching with Heart: Stories from Special Educators

A collection of inspiring narratives from teachers who chose special education to make a difference.
The book captures the emotional rewards and the impact of dedicated teaching on student lives. It
serves as both motivation and guidance for those contemplating this career path.

7. The Purpose-Driven Educator: Choosing Special Education

This work examines the philosophical and ethical reasons behind choosing a career in special
education. It discusses the desire to promote equity and inclusion for all learners. Readers are
encouraged to reflect on their own values and how they align with this vital profession.

8. Making a Difference: The Special Education Teacher’s Impact

Highlighting real-world examples, this book demonstrates how special education teachers transform
students’ lives. It explores the satisfaction derived from helping students overcome obstacles. The
text aims to inspire future educators by showcasing the tangible outcomes of their work.

9. Commitment to Care: The Why Behind Special Education Teaching

This book delves into the compassionate motivations that lead individuals to special education. It
discusses the importance of understanding, patience, and advocacy in the role. Readers gain insight
into the personal and professional rewards of dedicating themselves to this field.
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why become a special education teacher: Career As a Teacher Special Education
Institute For Institute For Career Research, 2015-08-05 SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS WORK
TO help children who need special assistance. They instruct students at all grade levels who face a
vast array of developmental, learning, physical, mental, and emotional disabilities and issues. To
help youngsters with moderate disabilities, these teachers modify the existing curriculum and
classroom techniques to meet individual learning styles and needs. They help those who have more
severe disabilities learn basic literacy, math, social and independent living skills. These teachers
work primarily in public and private schools. Residential centers, medical institutions, nonprofit
groups, hospitals and similar facilities also employ special education teachers. Some special
education teachers work alongside general education teachers, helping children with special needs
function within the non-disabled student population. Others work with small groups of special needs
children whose classes are separate from the general student body. Special education teachers
assess each child to determine the least restrictive environment for their individual situation and
skills. They develop Individual Education Plans (IEPs) that spell out the goals and techniques for
each child, review those plans with parents and other school staff, and implement the plans. A
career as a special needs teacher can be both rewarding and demanding. The annual earnings
among all special education teachers average about $55,000, usually a little higher than that of
general education teachers. Experts predict that the number of special education teaching jobs will
increase by almost 20 percent within the coming decade. Classes often have 10 or fewer students, so
special education teachers can work more closely with each individual. Many teachers report
immense personal satisfaction from their work helping challenged children overcome their
disabilities and eventually function as productive adults. However, the work is mentally and
physically challenging. Special needs children require more attention than other students and
present more discipline issues. It can be frustrating to work with a child for months without seeing
significant progress on skills that most children master easily. Dealing with parents, fellow teachers
and school administrators can also be difficult when they do not understand the nuances of handling
a disabled child. Consequently, burnout and turnover rates are higher among special education
teachers than in the general teaching profession. Becoming a special education teacher requires at
least a bachelor's degree and, for public schools and many private schools, certification by a state
licensing body. Some states also require a master's degree for teaching special needs children. Many
special education teachers choose to obtain their master's degree because the additional training
helps their career advance more quickly and brings a higher pay rate. A career in special education
is not for everyone. However, for those who have the patience, determination and temperament to
build a successful career, teaching special needs children offers a unique opportunity to positively
affect the lives of the children. This new Careers Ebook contains a wealth of unbiased information
about an occupational field, based on the latest national surveys. Careers Ebooks cover attractive
and unattractive sides, opportunities, education necessary, personal qualifications required,
earnings, descriptions of different job specialties, first person accounts by those in the field, and how
to get started; including practical advice on what to do now. There are live links to schools and
colleges, associations, periodicals and other sources of reliable information.

why become a special education teacher: The Effective Special Education Teacher Laurie U.
deBettencourt, Lori A. Howard, 2015-07-24 This comprehensive, pedagogically rich guide aims to
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help teachers entering the rewarding field of special education become highly successful and
competent. The authors’ thirty-plus years of experience interacting with teachers and learning their
needs endows them with a deep understanding of important issues teachers encounter, as well as
their concerns about employing the best teaching methods. The book’s well-structured,
easy-to-follow sections are devoted to developing collaborative relationships, preparing
individualized educational programs, writing lesson plans, selecting instructional and behavioral
techniques, and understanding the teacher evaluation methods in current use today. Guidance is
also provided for self-reflection and formulating future goals. Each chapter contains numerous
vignettes, rubrics, templates, strategies, and stimulating activities.

why become a special education teacher: The Essential Special Education Guide for the
Regular Education Teacher Edward Burns, 2007 The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA) of 2004 has placed a renewed emphasis on the importance of the regular classroom, the
regular classroom teacher and the general curriculum as the primary focus of special education.
This book contains over 100 topics that deal with real issues and concerns regarding the regular
classroom and the special education process. These concerns range from requirements for referring
a child for an individual evaluation, school discipline, classroom-based assessment, IEP meetings,
inclusion and mainstreaming, and various legal requirements relating to IDEA, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the No Child Left Behind act. It stresses the importance that every
child with a disability must have goals to enable the child to be involved in and make progress in the
general education curriculum. Other issues interspersed within this text include classroom needs,
the planning of individualized education programs, and participation in all aspects of the general
curriculum. In order to achieve these goals, support for the regular classroom teacher must be
provided so that children with disabilities can be involved in, and make progress in, the curriculum
and participate in nonacademic activities.

why become a special education teacher: A Survival Guide for New Special Educators
Bonnie S. Billingsley, Mary T. Brownell, Maya Israel, Margaret L. Kamman, 2013-03-08 What every
special education teacher needs to know to survive and thrive A Survival Guide for New Special
Educators provides relevant, practical information for new special education teachers across a broad
range of topic areas. Drawing on the latest research on special educator effectiveness and retention,
this comprehensive, go-to resource addresses the most pressing needs of novice instructors,
resource teachers, and inclusion specialists. Offers research-based, classroom-tested strategies for
working with a variety of special needs students Covers everything from preparing for the new
school year to behavior management, customizing curriculum, creating effective IEPs, and more
Billingsley and Brownell are noted experts in special educator training and support This highly
practical book is filled with checklists, forms, and tools that special educators can use every day to
help ensure that all special needs students get the rich, rewarding education they deserve.

why become a special education teacher: Handbook of Research on Special Education
Teacher Preparation Erica D. McCray, Elizabeth Bettini, Mary T. Brownell, James McLeskey, Paul T.
Sindelar, 2023-12-22 The new edition of this landmark text expands our current understanding of
teacher education broadly by providing an in-depth look at the most up-to-date research on special
education teacher preparation. Offering a comprehensive review of research on attracting,
preparing, and sustaining personnel to effectively serve students with disabilities, it is fully updated
to align with current knowledge and future perspectives on special educator development,
synthesizing what we can do to continue advancing as a field. The Handbook of Research on Special
Education Teacher Preparation is a great resource not only to special education faculty and the
doctoral students they prepare, but also to scholars outside of special education who address
questions related to special education teacher supply, demand, and attrition.

why become a special education teacher: Top 10 Reasons Why I Hate Being a Teacher
Racy Lee, 2007-08 If you're even considering entering the teaching profession you need to stop and
read this factual account before you take another step. The reality is that teachers are overworked,
overstressed, and underpaid yet they take on the phenomenal task of educating the future leaders of



society. Teachers should be applauded for their valiant efforts, but instead they often feel defeated
and isolated. With a lack of resources, materials, and technology teachers often feel unsupported as
they scramble to meet the needs of students. Teachers are under an enormous amount of pressure,
while they are continually subjected to disrespectful and malicious behavior from troubled students.
The public school system has many defects, but up until now they have been well-kept, dirty little
secrets. The Special Education program is riddled with severe inadequacies. All schools are
vulnerable to inappropriate behavior, but parents will be shocked to learn about the epidemic of sex,
drugs, and violence on school campuses. Find out what school districts don't want you to know.
Explore the world of education from a teacher's perspective.

why become a special education teacher: Why Are So Many Students of Color in Special
Education? Beth Harry, Janette Klingner, 2022 Bringing to life the voices of children, families, and
school personnel, this bestseller describes in detail the school climates and social processes that
place many children of color at risk of being assigned inappropriate disability labels. Now in its third
edition, this powerful ethnographic study examines the placement of Black and Hispanic students in
the subjectively determined, high-incidence disability categories of special education. The authors
present compelling narratives representing the range of experiences faced by culturally and
linguistically diverse students who fall under the liminal shadow of perceived disability. This edition
updates the literature on disproportionality, highlighting the deeply embedded and systemic nature
of this decades-old pattern in which reforms represent mere shifts across disability categories, while
disproportionality remains. Applying lenses of cultural-historical and critical disability theories, this
edition expands on the authors’ previous theoretical insights with updated recommendations for
improving educational practice, teacher training, and policy renewal. Book Features: A unique
examination of the school-based contributors to disproportionality based on research conducted in a
large, culturally diverse school district.Holistic views of the referral and placement process detailing
students’ trajectories across 4 years from initial instruction to referral, evaluation, and placement in
special education.An update on the patterns and literature related to disproportionality.Analysis of
the cultural-historical nature of disproportionality and the socially constructed nature of the
high-incidence disability categories.Recommendations for changing the conceptualization of
children’s learning difficulties, moving away from the presumption of children’s intrinsic deficits
toward evaluations based on human variation.

why become a special education teacher: Special Education Teacher Ellyn Sanna,
2014-09-02 Find out what it takes to be a special education teacher with character... Special
education teachers work with students who have one of these disabilities: *Speech or language
impairments; *Mental retardation; *Emotional disturbance; *Learning disabilities; *Hearing
impairments; *Visual impairments; *Autism; *Deaf-blindness; or *Multiple disabilities and other
health impairments. If you think you might want to work with students who have disabilities like
these, you'll need education and experience—but you will also need the qualities of a good character.
Special education teachers with character have... The respect and compassion that will build
children's self-esteem... The responsibility to teach students the skills they'll need to move toward
independence... The courage to stand up for those who have often been rejected... And the diligence
to keep going, one small step after another, so that one day students will look back and be amazed
by how far they've come. Special education teachers make a difference in children's lives! This
volume of Careers with Characters will show you how.

why become a special education teacher: Why are So Many Minority Students in Special
Education? Beth Harry, Janette K. Klingner, 2006 This powerful book examines the
disproportionate placement of Black and Hispanic students in special education. The authors present
compelling stories representing the range of experiences that culturally and linguistically diverse
students are apt to face in school. They examine the children's experiences, their families,
interactions with school personnel, the teachers, and schools' estimation of the children and their
families, and the school climate that influences decisions about referrals. Based on the authors' work
in a large, culturally diverse school district, the book concludes with recommendations for improving



educational practice, teacher training, and policy renewal.

why become a special education teacher: Special Education for Today's Teachers
Michael S. Rosenberg, David L. Westling, James McLeskey, 2008 The challenges we face today in
special education require highly-qualified, reflective practitioners who use research-based strategies
in the classroom and who are excited about the success and future of our children. If you are
interested in the profession of teaching, whether in the general or special education classroom, then
this is the book for you. Engaging and insightful,Special Education for Today's Teachers: An
Introductionnot only provides a solid foundation for being a teacher in today's diverse classroom, but
helps you to truthfully answer the question, Are you prepared to serve and teachallstudents?

why become a special education teacher: Empowering Formal and Informal Leadership
While Maintaining Teacher Identity Zugelder, Bryan S., 2021-05-07 Teacher leadership remains
at the forefront of conversations in teacher education, with discussions on recruitment, retention,
and effectiveness. Teachers are at the core of schooling, and the roles they assume and types of
leadership they engage in are multi-dimensional. Teacher leadership comes in many shapes and
definitions. In this sense, both opportunities and challenges exist in teacher leadership. While
national competencies continue to define dispositional and knowledge base for teacher leaders,
there is still work to be done to define and add to the body of scholarship on this topic. Teacher
leadership opportunities provide development for teachers as a key retention strategy; however, role
ambiguity presents challenges in how to empower teachers for formal and informal roles of
leadership while maintaining the teacher identity. Empowering Formal and Informal Leadership
While Maintaining Teacher Identity provides a comprehensive look at the opportunities and
challenges of teacher leadership, drawing on research and practice that add to the body of
knowledge for teacher leadership, which is a niche in education that differs from educational
administration. Highlighted topics within this book include models for teacher leadership, teacher
education, types of leadership roles, the development and retention of teacher leaders, and
leadership across different types of school districts. This book is ideally designed for inservice and
preservice teachers, administrators, teacher educators, practitioners, researchers, academicians,
and students interested in teacher leadership roles and the way in which teacher identity is
maintained in relation to these other leadership positions.

why become a special education teacher: Enduring Issues In Special Education Barbara
Bateman, John W. Lloyd, Melody Tankersley, 2015-02-20 Enduring Issues in Special Education is
aimed at any course in the undergraduate or graduate special education curriculum that is wholly or
partly devoted to a critical examination of current issues in special education. The book organizes 28
chapters into seven sections using familiar structuring principles—what, who, where, how, when,
why, and whither. Each section begins with an introduction that provides historical, legal, and
theoretical background information and organizing commentary for the chapters that follow. The
book’s objective, in addition to informing readers about the issues, is to develop critical thinking
skills in the context of special education. Key features include the following: Dialectic Format - Each
of the 28 chapters presents compelling reasons for addressing the issue at hand and specific ways to
do so. Because each issue is written from different perspectives and focuses on a variety of aspects,
readers are encouraged to weigh the arguments, seek additional information, and come up with
synthesized positions of their own. Organizing Framework - The book’s seven sections have been
arranged according to a scheme that is the essence of most investigative reporting and provides a
coherent, easy-to-understand framework for readers. Expertise - All chapters are written by leading
scholars who are highly regarded experts in their fields and conclude with suggested readings and
discussion questions for additional study.

why become a special education teacher: Teaching Students With Special Needs in
Inclusive Classrooms Diane P. Bryant, Brian R. Bryant, Deborah D. Smith, 2019-03-05 Inspire and
equip current and future classroom teachers to ADAPT to the needs of all students. Teaching
Students with Special Needs in Inclusive Classrooms uses the research-validated ADAPT framework
(Ask, Determine, Analyze, Propose, Test) to help teachers determine how, when, and with whom to



use proven academic and behavioral interventions to obtain the best outcomes for students with
disabilities. Through clear language and practical examples, authors Diane P. Bryant, Brian R.
Bryant, and Deborah D. Smith show how to create truly inclusive classrooms through
evidence-based practices and hands-on strategies. The Second Edition includes strategically
reorganized chapters, a new chapter devoted to differentiated instruction, and new classroom
footage and teacher interviews illustrating how readers can implement the strategies discussed in
their own classrooms. With the help of this supportive guide, educators will be inspired to teach
students with disabilities in inclusive settings and be properly equipped to do so effectively. A
Complete Teaching & Learning Package SAGE Premium Video Included in the interactive eBook!
SAGE Premium Video tools and resources boost comprehension and bolster analysis. Interactive
eBook Your students save when you bundle the print version with the Interactive eBook (Bundle
ISBN: 978-1-5443-7037-8), which includes access to SAGE Premium Video and other multimedia
tools. SAGE coursepacks SAGE coursepacks makes it easy to import our quality instructor and
student resource content into your school’s learning management system (LMS). Intuitive and
simple to use, SAGE coursepacks allows you to customize course content to meet your students’
needs. SAGE edge This companion website offers both instructors and students a robust online
environment with an impressive array of teaching and learning resources.

why become a special education teacher: Heart and Science: Teaching Special Education
Andrew M. Markelz, Kate H. Elliott, 2025-10-02 Successful special education teachers require heart
and passion to provide services for students with disabilities. Effective special education teachers,
however, also must know the science of evidence-based practices to meet the needs of and advocate
for their students and families. Heart and Science: Teaching Special Education combines these
narratives to demonstrate how the heart and science of teaching special education unite. Through
poetry, personal stories, and expert instruction, the many roles of a special education teacher are
uniquely presented and celebrated. This book inspires and educates!

why become a special education teacher: Who Decides? Catherine A. O'Brien, William R.
Black, Arnold B. Danzig, 2022-04-01 Over the last quarter century, educational leadership as a field
has developed a broad strand of research that engages issues of social justice, equity and diversity.
This effort includes the work of many scholars who advocate for a variety of equity-oriented
leadership preparation approaches. Critical scholarship in Education Administration and Educational
Politics is concerned with questions of power and in various ways asks questions around who gets to
decide. In this volume, we ask who decides how to organize schools around criteria of ability and/or
disability and what these decisions imply for leadership in schools. In line with this broader critical
tradition of inquiry, this volume seeks to interrogate policies, research and personnel preparation
practices which constitute interactions, discourses, and institutions that construct and enact ability
and disability within the disciplinary field of education leadership. To do so, we present
contributions from multidisciplinary perspectives. The volume is organized around four themes: 1.
Leadership and Dis/Ability: Ontology, Epistemology, and Intersectionalities; 2. Educational Leaders
and Dis/ability: Policies in Practice; 3. Experience and Power in Schools; 4. Advocacy, Leverage, and
the Preparation of School Leaders. Intertwined within each theme are chapters, which explore
theoretical and conceptual themes along with chapters that focus on empirical data and narratives
that bring personal experiences to the discussion of disabilities and to the multiple ways in which
disability shapes experiences in schools. Taken as a whole, the volume covers new territory in the
study of educational leadership and dis/abilities at home, school, and work.

why become a special education teacher: Case Studies for School Leaders William L. Sharp,
James K. Walter, Helen M. Sharp, 1998 Whatever your profession, a common base of knowledge and
standards of performance are required for admission to practice. As an educator, while it is true that
the individual states administer actual licensure procedures, they do so based on core standards
established across states. These case studies, which cover a cross-section of these core values, are
highly useful for people preparing to become educational leaders and for current practicing
administrators.



why become a special education teacher: Disability and Teaching Susan Gabel, David
Connor, 2013-07-24 Disability and Teaching highlights issues of disability in K-12 schooling faced by
teachers, who are increasingly accountable for the achievement of all students regardless of the
labels assigned to them. It is designed to engage prospective and practicing teachers in examining
their personal theories and beliefs about disability and education. Part I offers four case studies
dealing with issues such as inclusion, over-representation in special education, teacher assumptions
and biases, and the struggles of novice teachers. These cases illustrate the need to understand
disability and teaching within the contexts of school, community, and the broader society and in
relation to other contemporary issues facing teachers. Each is followed by space for readers to write
their own reactions and reflections, educators’ dialogue about the case, space for readers’ reactions
to the educators’ dialogue, a summary, and additional questions. Part II presents public arguments
representing different views about the topic: conservative, liberal-progressive, and disability
centered. Part III situates the authors’ personal views within the growing field of Disability Studies
in education and provides exercises for further reflection and a list of resources. Disability and
Teaching is the 8th volume in the Reflective Teaching and the Social Conditions of Schooling Series,
edited by Daniel P. Liston and Kenneth M. Zeichner. This series of small, accessible, interactive texts
introduces the notion of teacher reflection and develops it in relation to the social conditions of
schooling. Each text focuses on a specific issue or content area in relation to teaching and follows
the same format. Books in this series are appropriate for teacher education courses across the
curriculum.

why become a special education teacher: Speds (Special Education Students) Mirian
Detres-Hickey, PhD, 2014-07-17 This book is comprised of many of my teaching experiences with the
SPEDs like me. The experiences [ had as a Special Education teacher are from four different states
and regions in the country. All having different ideas as to how a student with disabilities, should be
taught and how they learn. Youd be surprised at the way some states treat and handle Speds.
Nevertheless, [ want to show you the love these children need at any age as well as the structure
and discipline required for them to overcome this disability and succeed. I hope that Special
Education teachers read this book for insight and training on what it really is to work with the Speds
at any age. These are issues usually not taught in college classrooms. Many people may think I was
harsh in some of my cases, but as I said, each student learns differently and all children need
structure and discipline to learn what is necessary in making it and becoming an active successful
member of society. With many of my Lessons Learned throughout the book I found the students
always came through. At the end on their own or together they all shined like stars in the night. It
was not about me but about them.

why become a special education teacher: Developing Educationally Meaningful and Legally
Sound IEPs Mitchell L. Yell, David F. Bateman, James G. Shriner, 2021-08-17 The purpose of this
book is to assist readers to use better practices when developing educationally meaningful and
legally sound Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). Beginning with the history and purpose of
IEPs, this book examines the context and reasons IEPs were first created. The core chapters address
better practices in conducting assessments, developing present levels of academic achievement and
functional performance statements, crafting measurable annual goals, determining special education
services, and monitoring and reporting on students’ progress. The authors also discuss placing
students with disabilities in the least restrictive environment (LRE) and provide forms and graphics
to assist in developing students’ special education programs.

why become a special education teacher: How NCLB Affects Students with Disabilities
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Education and Labor. Subcommittee on Early
Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education, 2007
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