WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS ARE ESSENTIAL TOOLS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT. THESE QUESTIONS HELP
YOUNG LEARNERS ENGAGE WITH THEIR ENVIRONMENT, ENCOURAGE CURIOSITY, AND DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS. By
FOCUSING ON “"wWHo" QUESTIONS, CHILDREN LEARN TO IDENTIFY PEOPLE, ROLES, AND RELATIONSHIPS IN THEIR LIVES AND STORIES
THEY ENCOUNTER. THIS TYPE OF INQUIRY SUPPORTS LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND COMPREHENSION, AS KIDS PRACTICE FORMING
RESPONSES THAT DESCRIBE INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS. THE USE OF WHO QUESTIONS IS ALSO BENEFICIAL IN CLASSROOM SETTINGS
AND AT HOME, PROVIDING A SIMPLE YET POWERFUL WAY TO STIMULATE CONVERSATION AND UNDERSTANDING. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE IMPORTANCE OF WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS, OFFERS EXAMPLES, AND PROVIDES STRATEGIES FOR PARENTS AND
EDUCATORS TO MAXIMIZE THEIR EFFECTIVENESS. THE FOLLOWING TABLE OF CONTENTS OUTLINES THE MAIN AREAS DISCUSSED.

o UNDERSTANDING WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

o EXAMPLES OF WHO QUESTIONS FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS

BENEFITS OF USING WHO QQUESTIONS IN EARLY LEARNING

How To ENCcoUrRAGE KiDs To ANSWER WHO (QUESTIONS

® INCORPORATING WHO QUESTIONS INTO DAILY ACTIVITIES

UNDERSTANDING WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

W/HO QUESTIONS ARE A TYPE OF INTERROGATIVE PROMPT THAT SPECIFICALLY SEEK INFORMATION ABOUT PEOPLE OR
CHARACTERS. FOR KIDS, THESE QUESTIONS ARE FOUNDATIONAL IN LEARNING ABOUT SOCIAL ROLES, FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS,
AND PEOPLE IN STORIES OR REAL LIFE. UNDERSTANDING WHO QUESTIONS HELPS CHILDREN MAKE SENSE OF THEIR SOCIAL
ENVIRONMENT AND BUILDS VOCABULARY RELATED TO HUMAN IDENTIFICATION. SUCH QUESTIONS TYPICALLY BEGIN WITH THE
WORD “WHO" AND ARE DESIGNED TO PROMPT ANSWERS THAT NAME OR DESCRIBE A PERSON OR GROUP.

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

\WHO QUESTIONS ASK ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF A PERSON OR PERSONS INVOLVED IN AN ACTION OR SITUATION. FOR EXAMPLE,
QUESTIONS LIKE “W/HO IS YOUR TEACHER?” OR “\WHO HELPED YOUP” FOCUS ON IDENTIFYING INDIVIDUALS. THE PURPOSE OF
THESE QUESTIONS FOR KIDS IS TO DEVELOP THEIR ABILITY TO RECOGNIZE AND ARTICULATE INFORMATION ABOUT PEOPLE, WHICH
IS CRUCIAL FOR SOCIAL COMMUNICATION AND COMPREHENSION.

TypPes oF WHo QUESTIONS

THERE ARE VARIOUS FORMS OF WHO QUESTIONS THAT SERVE DIFFERENT EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. SOME ASK FOR
IDENTIFICATION, SUCH AS “\WHO IS THIS?” WHILE OTHERS INQUIRE ABOUT ROLES OR RELATIONSHIPS, LIKE “\W/HO IS YOUR BEST
FRIEND?” OR W/ HO TAKES CARE OF YOU?” THESE VARIATIONS ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO THINK ABOUT PEOPLE IN DIFFERENT
CONTEXTS AND RELATIONSHIPS.

ExAMPLES OF WHO QUESTIONS FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS

W/HO QUESTIONS CAN BE TAILORED TO SUIT DIFFERENT DEVELOPMENTAL STAGES. Y OUNGER CHILDREN BENEFIT FROM SIMPLE
IDENTIFICATION QUESTIONS, WHILE OLDER KIDS CAN HANDLE MORE COMPLEX INQUIRIES INVOLVING RELATIONSHIPS AND ROLES.
PROVIDING AGE-APPROPRIATE WHO QUESTIONS HELPS MAINTAIN ENGAGEMENT AND SUPPORTS PROGRESSIVE LEARNING.



\WHo QUESTIONS For ToppLers (AGes 1-3)

AT THIS STAGE, CHILDREN ARE JUST BEGINNING TO RECOGNIZE FAMILIAR FACES AND NAMES. W/HO QUESTIONS SHOULD BE SIMPLE
AND RELATED TO IMMEDIATE SURROUNDINGS.

® \WHO IS MOMMY?
e \YW/HO IS DADDY?
e \WHo Is THIS? (POINTING TO A FAMILY MEMBER OR TOY)

e \W/HO EATS FOOD?

\¥Ho QUESTIONS FOR PRESCHOOLERS (AGES 3-5)

PRESCHOOLERS CAN ANSWER QUESTIONS ABOUT PEOPLE THEY KNOW AND BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND ROLES AND RELATIONSHIPS.

\WHO IS YOUR TEACHER?

® \WHO IS YOUR BEST FRIEND?
® \W/HO HELPS YOU AT SCHoOL?

® \W/HO LIVES IN YOUR HOUSE?

\WHo QUESTIONS FOR EARLY ELEMENTARY (AGES 6-8)

CHILDREN IN EARLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAN RESPOND TO MORE DETAILED WHO QUESTIONS INVOLVING STORIES, SOCIAL
ROLES, AND COMMUNITY HELPERS.

® \W/HO IS THE MAIN CHARACTER IN YOUR BOOK?
® \YW/HO HELPS KEEP THE COMMUNITY SAFE?
® \W/HO INVENTED THE TELEPHONE?

® \X/HO DO YOU ASK WHEN YOU NEED HELP WITH HOMEW ORK?

BeNerITS oF USING WHO QUESTIONS IN EARLY LEARNING

INCORPORATING WHO QUESTIONS FOR KIDS INTO LEARNING ROUTINES PROVIDES NUMEROUS DEVELOPMENTAL BENEFITS. THESE
QUESTIONS ENHANCE VOCABULARY , COMPREHENSION, SOCIAL AW ARENESS, AND CRITICAL THINKING. ADDITIONALLY, THEY
SUPPORT LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND CONVERSATIONAL SKILLS, ALL OF WHICH ARE VITAL IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION.

L ANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT

W/HO QUESTIONS ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO USE NOUNS AND PROPER NAMES, WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT. ANSWERING THESE QUESTIONS HELPS KIDS PRACTICE SENTENCE FORMATION AND EXPAND THEIR EXPRESSIVE



LANGUAGE SKILLS.

SociAL UNDERSTANDING

ASKING WHO QUESTIONS PROMOTES AWARENESS OF RELATIONSHIPS AND SOCIAL ROLES. CHILDREN LEARN TO IDENTIFY FAMILY
MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND COMMUNITY HELPERS, WHICH SUPPORTS SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL GROWTH AND EMPATHY.

COGNITIVE SKILLS

RESPONDING TO WHO QUESTIONS REQUIRES KIDS TO RECALL INFORMATION, MAKE CONNECTIONS, AND SOMETIMES INFER ANSWERS
BASED ON CONTEXT. THIS PROCESS STRENGTHENS MEMORY AND REASONING ABILITIES.

How To ENCOURAGE Kibs TO ANSWER WHO QUESTIONS

EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES CAN HELP CHILDREN FEEL COMFORTABLE AND MOTIVATED TO RESPOND TO WHO QUESTIONS. THESE
METHODS INVOLVE CREATING SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENTS, USING ENGAGING MATERIALS, AND MODELING APPROPRIATE ANS\WERS.

Use VisuAL Aips

VISUAL AIDS SUCH AS PICTURES, FLASHCARDS, OR STORYBOOKS CAN STIMULATE INTEREST AND PROVIDE CONTEXT FOR WHO
QUESTIONS. SHOWING IMAGES OF PEOPLE WHILE ASKING QUESTIONS HELPS CHILDREN ASSOCIATE NAMES WITH FACES.

MoDEL ANSWERS

ADULTS CAN DEMONSTRATE HOW TO ANSWER WHO QUESTIONS BY PROVIDING CLEAR AND COMPLETE RESPONSES. FOR EXAMPLE,
WHEN ASKING “\W/HO IS YOUR TEACHER?” AN ADULT MIGHT ANSWER, “MY TEACHER IS MRS. SMITH.”

PosITIVE REINFORCEMENT

PRAISING CHILDREN WHEN THEY ATTEMPT TO ANSWER ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION AND BUILDS CONFIDENCE. POSITIVE FEEDBACK
MOTIVATES KIDS TO ENGAGE MORE ACTIVELY WITH WHO QUESTIONS.

MAKE |IT INTERACTIVE

TURN WHO QUESTIONS INTO GAMES OR ROLE-PLAYING ACTIVITIES. FOR INSTANCE, GUESSING GAMES WHERE CHILDREN IDENTIFY
WHO A CHARACTER IS BASED ON CLUES CAN MAKE LEARNING FUN AND MEMORABLE.

INCORPORATING W/HO QUESTIONS INTO DAILY ACTIVITIES

INTEGRATING WHO QUESTIONS INTO EVERYDAY ROUTINES ENHANCES NATURAL LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. PARENTS AND
EDUCATORS CAN USE THESE QUESTIONS DURING PLAYTIME, READING, AND DAILY CONVERSATIONS TO REINFORCE UNDERSTANDING.



STORYTIME

DURING READING SESSIONS, PAUSE TO ASK WHO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE CHARACTERS. FOR EXAMPLE, “\W/HO IS THE HERO OF
THE STORY?” OR “W/HO HELPED THE MAIN CHARACTER?” THIS PRACTICE IMPROVES COMPREHENSION AND ENGAGEMENT.

FAMILY CONVERSATIONS

INCORPORATE WHO QUESTIONS DURING MEALS OR FAMILY GATHERINGS TO ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO TALK ABOUT RELATIVES,
FRIENDS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS. QUESTIONS LIKE “\X/HO COOKED DINNER TODAY?" OR “\W/HO VISITED US LAST WEEKEND?”
PROMOTE SOCIAL BONDING.

PLAY AND RoLE-PLAYING

USE TOYS AND ROLE-PLAY SCENARIOS TO ASK WHO QUESTIONS. PRETEND PLAY WITH DOLLS, ACTION FIGURES, OR COSTUMES
OFFERS OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE IDENTITIES AND SOCIAL ROLES THROUGH WHO QUESTIONS.

EbucAaTiONAL GAMES

GAMES SUCH AS “W/Ho AM [?” OR MATCHING NAME TAGS WITH PICTURES CAN BE USED IN CLASSROOMS OR HOMES TO
PRACTICE WHO QUESTIONS IN AN ENGAGING WAY.

ASK QUESTIONS RELATED TO PEOPLE IN STORIES OR REAL LIFE
e USE DAILY ROUTINES TO REINFORCE WHO QUESTIONS
o COMBINE VISUAL AND VERBAL CUES FOR BETTER UNDERSTANDING

o CREATE INTERACTIVE AND FUN LEARNING EXPERIENCES

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHO WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES?

GEORGE W ASHINGTON WAS THE FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

\W/HO HELPS US WHEN WE ARE SICK?

DOCTORS AND NURSES HELP US WHEN WE ARE SICK.

\Y/HO IS THE AUTHOR OF THE HARRY POTTER BOOKS?

J.K.ROWLING IS THE AUTHOR OF THE HARRY POTTER BOOKS.

\W/HO TAKES CARE OF ANIMALS IN THE ZOO?

/OOKEEPERS TAKE CARE OF ANIMALS IN THE ZOO.



\¥/HO INVENTED THE LIGHT BULB?

THOMAS EDISON IS CREDITED WITH INVENTING THE LIGHT BULB.

\¥/HO IS THE MAIN CHARACTER IN THE STORY?

THE MAIN CHARACTER IS THE PERSON THE STORY IS MOSTLY ABOUT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WHo Is in My FAMILY?

THIS COLORFUL PICTURE BOOK INTRODUCES YOUNG READERS TO THE CONCEPT OF FAMILY DIVERSITY. THROUGH SIMPLE
LANGUAGE AND ENGAGING ILLUSTRATIONS, CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT FAMILY MEMBERS AND THE UNIQUE ROLES THEY
PLAY. |T ENCOURAGES KIDS TO THINK ABOUT WHO IS IMPORTANT IN THEIR OWN FAMILIES AND CELEBRATES LOVE AND
CONNECTION.

2. WHo Lives Here?

A FUN AND INTERACTIVE BOOK THAT EXPLORES VARIOUS ANIMAL HABITATS AROUND THE WORLD. KIDS WILL DISCOVER WHO
LIVES IN THE FOREST, OCEAN, DESERT, AND MORE THROUGH VIBRANT PICTURES AND EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND TEXT. THIS BOOK
HELPS ANSWER THE QUESTION OF “WHO" IN THE ANIMAL KINGDOM, SPARKING CURIOSITY ABOUT NATURE.

3. WHo MApe THAT?

THIS BOOK TAKES YOUNG READERS ON A JOURNEY TO FIND OUT WHO CREATES EVERYDAY OBJECTS. FROM TOYS TO CLOTHES,
CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE SCENES—LIKE FARMERS, FACTORY WORKERS, AND ARTISTS. |T ENCOURAGES
APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK AND CREATIVITY INVOLVED IN MAKING THINGS.

4. WHo Is My Frienp?

A HEARTWARMING STORY THAT EXPLORES THE QUALITIES OF FRIENDSHIP AND WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A FRIEND. KIDS ARE GUIDED
THROUGH QUESTIONS ABOUT WHO THEIR FRIENDS ARE AND HOW TO BE KIND AND SUPPORTIVE. THE BOOK PROMOTES EMPATHY
AND SOCIAL SKILLS IN AN ENGAGING WAY.

5. Who Works Herer

AN INFORMATIVE BOOK THAT INTRODUCES CHILDREN TO DIFFERENT PROFESSIONS AND THE PEOPLE WHO DO THEM. FROM
FIREFIGHTERS TO BAKERS, KIDS LEARN ABOUT VARIOUS JOBS AND THE WAYS THESE WORKERS HELP COMMUNITIES. IT’S A GREAT
RESOURCE FOR ANSWERING THE QUESTION OF “WHO" IN THE WORLD OF WORK.

6. WHo Took THE CookIe?

A PLAYFUL MYSTERY BOOK THAT INVITES CHILDREN TO SOLVE THE QUESTION OF WHO TOOK THE COOKIE FROM THE COOKIE JAR.
\WITH CLUES AND FUN RHYMES, KIDS DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM-SOLVING SKILLS. |T’S AN ENTERTAINING WAY TO
ENGAGE WITH THE CLASSIC “WHO" QUESTION.

7. WHo Is IN THE GARDEN?

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE DIFFERENT CREATURES AND PLANTS FOUND IN A GARDEN SETTING. CHILDREN DISCOVER WHO MIGHT BE
HIDING UNDER LEAVES OR BUZZING AROUND FLOWERS, LEARNING ABOUT INSECTS, BIRDS, AND OTHER GARDEN RESIDENTS. IT°S
PERFECT FOR YOUNG NATURE ENTHUSIASTS.

8. WHo Is THE HeLPer?

FOCUSING ON COMMUNITY HELPERS, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS PEOPLE LIKE DOCTORS, POLICE OFFICERS, AND TEACHERS WHO
ASSIST OTHERS. KIDS LEARN ABOUT THE ROLES THESE HELPERS PLAY AND WHY THEY ARE IMPORTANT IN OUR LIVES. THE BOOK
ENCOURAGES RESPECT AND GRATITUDE FOR THOSE WHO SERVE THE COMMUNITY.

9. WHo Am I?

A FUN GUESSING GAME BOOK THAT ENCOURAGES CHILDREN TO THINK ABOUT IDENTITY AND SELF-AWARENESS. THROUGH CLUES
AND DESCRIPTIVE HINTS, KIDS TRY TO FIGURE OUT WHO A CHARACTER MIGHT BE, FOSTERING COGNITIVE SKILLS AND SELF-
EXPRESSION. |T°S AN INTERACTIVE WAY FOR KIDS TO EXPLORE THE CONCEPT OF “WHO" THEY ARE.
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who questions for kids: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask (Pre-K through 2nd Grade) Dr. Susan
Bartell, 2010-03-01 Praise for the Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Dr. Susan is highly gifted at helping

parents and kids connect from the heart. This book honors our innate wisdom, supports us in
nurturing our kids' emotional growth and empowers us to be the parents we were meant to be.
—Renee Peterson Trudeau, life balance expert/coach and author of The Mother's Guide to
Self-Renewal: How to Reclaim, Rejuvenate and Re-Balance Your Life The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask
is an insightful guide on the issues and concerns every parent and child faces. It's a must- read guide
that both moms and dads should keep at their bedside. —Allison O'Connor, Founder and Editor,
SingleMindedWomen.com Finally, a book that answers all those questions we parents go in a cold
sweat about! Dr. Susan tackles the tough ones such as money, shyness, siblings and religion. Plus,
we get the psychology behind it all to better understand our kids. You'll find yourself using this book
every day. —Pam Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer Look radio talk show Dr. Susan Bartell is
the go-to person for all questions kids ask. No one is better qualified or more in touch with this age
group to lend her expertise to a book that aids parents in improving communication with their
ever-curious children. —Renee Raab Whitcombe, author of Look Who's Going to be a Big Sister and
Look Who's Going to be a Big Brother Are we rich? Why do I have to go to school? Where do babies
come from? If you're the parent of a four- to eight-year-old, there's no doubt you've heard them
already—and there are countless more to come. Questions! They come in all types: curious, nagging,
touching, annoying, and downright weird. What they all have in common is that parents are often at
a total loss for how to answer them. Inside you'll find the concrete responses that will make sense to
kids, stop the nagging, reduce your frustration, and begin healthy new conversations that will enrich
your child's view of the world. You'll learn to talk confidently with your child about the toughest of
topics, with advice and support from expert family psychologist Dr. Susan Bartell. Responding to
your child's questions can be a remarkable parenting opportunity—if you just know the right words
to say.

who questions for kids: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Susan Bartell, Susan S. Bartell, 2010
Praise for the Top 50 Questions Kids Ask Dr. Susan is highly gifted at helping parents and kids
connect from the heart. This book honors our innate wisdom, supports us in nurturing our kids'
emotional growth and empowers us to be the parents we were meant to be. --Renee Peterson
Trudeau, life balance expert/coach and author of The Mother's Guide to Self-Renewal: How to
Reclaim, Rejuvenate and Re-Balance Your Life The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask is an insightful guide
on the issues and concerns every parent and child faces. It's a must- read guide that both moms and
dads should keep at their bedside. --Allison O'Connor, Founder and Editor,
SingleMindedWomen.com Finally, a book that answers all those questions we parents go in a cold
sweat about! Dr. Susan tackles the tough ones such as money, shyness, siblings and religion. Plus,
we get the psychology behind it all to better understand our kids. You'll find yourself using this book
every day. --Pam Atherton, journalist and host of A Closer Look radio talk show Dr. Susan Bartell is
the go-to person for all questions kids ask. No one is better qualified or more in touch with this age
group to lend her expertise to a book that aids parents in improving communication with their
ever-curious children. --Renee Raab Whitcombe, author of Look Who's Going to be a Big Sister and
Look Who's Going to be a Big Brother Are we rich? Why do I have to go to school? Where do babies
come from? If you're the parent of a four- to eight-year-old, there's no doubt you've heard them
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already--and there are countless more to come. Questions! They come in all types: curious, nagging,
touching, annoying, and downright weird. What they all have in common is that parents are often at
a total loss for how to answer them. Inside you'll find the concrete responses that will make sense to
kids, stop the nagging, reduce your frustration, and begin healthy new conversations that will enrich
your child's view of the world. You'll learn to talk confidently with your child about the toughest of
topics, with advice and support from expert family psychologist Dr. Susan Bartell. Responding to
your child's questions can be a remarkable parenting opportunity--if you just know the right words to
say.

who questions for kids: The Top 50 Questions Kids Ask (3rd Through 5th Grade) Susan
Bartell, Susan S. Bartell, 2010 If you're the parent of a seven- to eleven-year-old, there's no doubt
you've heard them already-and there are countless more to come.

who questions for kids: Questions Kids Ask about Their Brains Tracey Tokuhama-Espinosa,
2024 Great teachers will tell you that you can learn a lot about students from the questions they ask.
This book includes 400 of the most important questions kids ask about their brains; answers that
teachers can share with students from ages 3 to 18; and insights to inform their teaching--

who questions for kids: How Children Develop Robert S. Siegler, Judy S. DeLoache, Nancy
Eisenberg, 2006 In its first edition, this highly anticipated textbook for the topically-organized child
development course provided a fresh, non-encyclopedic approach, offering the latest,
straight-from-the-research understanding of child development without overwhelming the student
with inessential detail. The new edition brings those hallmark features forward, again providing a
thoroughly contemporary, streamlined introduction to the study of child development that
emphasizes fundamental principles, enduring themes, and important recent studies. Student-friendly
pedagogy, a new chapter on gender, and an enhanced media and supplements package further
enrich this accessible, engaging, and informative text.

who questions for kids: 1001 Bible Questions Kids Ask Zondervan,, 2012-09-04 The Bible is
God’s Word to his people, so it has some important things to say! But let’s be honest ... it can also be
sort of puzzling. Now you can get relief for your confused cranium. Here’s how: Pick up this book,
based on the NIV translation. Look up your questions. Learn about heaven, earth, angels, sin,
creation, and more. Understand what the creator of the universe—your creator—is saying to you!

who questions for kids: Amazing Questions Kids Ask about Heaven and Angels David R.
Veerman, 2006-01-04 Kids ask the most amazing questions about God—and they want answers. Be
prepared to handle questions such as, Is there a McDonald's in heaven? What do angels really look
like? Did Eve have a belly button? The Amazing Questions Kids Ask series arms parents with
thoughtful answers to questions kids ask about God, heaven, and the Bible. Written in kid friendly
language, each book contains fun illustrations and handy verse references. A must-have reference
tool for every parent and Sunday school teacher.

who questions for kids: Little Kids, Big Questions Judith E. Craig, Judi Craig, 1993 Practical
guide for parents to answering their children's questions about sex, death, crime, money, love, and
God.

who questions for kids: Strategies that Work Stephanie Harvey, Anne Goudvis, 2007
Describes strategies teachers can use to promote reading comprehension in students from
kindergarten through eighth grade; and includes examples of student work, illustrations, and other
reference tools.
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Ellis, 1989

who questions for kids: Amazing Questions Kids Ask about God David Veerman, 2006-01-04
This series arms parents with thoughtful answers to questions kids ask about God, Heaven, and the
Bible. Includes fun illustrations and handy verse references.
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