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who or whom quiz is an excellent tool for mastering the proper use of these often-confused
pronouns in English grammar. Understanding when to use "who" versus "whom" can significantly
enhance clarity and professionalism in writing and speech. This article explores the grammatical
rules that dictate the use of "who" and "whom," provides practical tips and mnemonic devices, and
offers a variety of quiz questions to test and reinforce knowledge. Alongside detailed explanations,
the article includes common mistakes to avoid and examples demonstrating correct usage. Whether
for students, writers, or professionals, a well-structured who or whom quiz can sharpen language
skills and prevent errors. Below is a comprehensive guide with sections covering grammar rules,
application strategies, and practice exercises to ensure a thorough grasp of "who" and "whom."

Understanding the Difference Between Who and Whom

Rules and Tips for Correct Usage

Common Mistakes in Using Who and Whom

Who or Whom Quiz: Practice Questions

Strategies to Master Who and Whom

Understanding the Difference Between Who and Whom
The distinction between "who" and "whom" lies in their grammatical roles within a sentence. "Who"
functions as a subject pronoun, while "whom" is an object pronoun. This means "who" is used to
refer to the person performing the action, whereas "whom" refers to the person receiving the action.
Identifying the subject and object in a sentence is essential for choosing the correct pronoun. For
example, in the sentence “Who is coming to the meeting?” the pronoun "who" acts as the subject
performing the action of coming. Conversely, in “To whom should I address the letter?” the pronoun
"whom" is the object of the preposition "to."

Subject vs. Object Pronouns
Subject pronouns are those that perform the action indicated by the verb, including "I," "you," "he,"
"she," "it," "we," and "they." Object pronouns receive the action and include "me," "you," "him,"
"her," "it," "us," and "them." "Who" corresponds to subject pronouns, while "whom" aligns with
object pronouns. Recognizing these roles helps clarify which pronoun to use in complex sentences.

Examples Illustrating the Difference
Consider these examples:



Who called the office this morning? (Subject)

The person whom you called is unavailable. (Object)

Who will lead the project? (Subject)

Whom did you invite to the event? (Object)

These examples demonstrate how sentence structure determines whether "who" or "whom" is
appropriate.

Rules and Tips for Correct Usage
Using "who" and "whom" correctly requires familiarity with several grammatical rules and helpful
strategies. Applying these rules consistently will improve the accuracy of pronoun usage in both
written and spoken English.

Rule 1: Identify the Pronoun’s Function
Determine whether the pronoun is acting as the subject or object in the clause. Use "who" if the
pronoun is the subject performing the verb, and "whom" if it is the object receiving the action or
following a preposition.

Rule 2: Use the He/She or Him/Her Test
A practical tip is to replace "who" or "whom" with a personal pronoun like "he/she" or "him/her." If
"he" or "she" fits, use "who." If "him" or "her" fits, use "whom." For example:

Who/whom is at the door? → He is at the door. (Use "who")

You gave it to who/whom? → You gave it to him. (Use "whom")

Rule 3: Use "Whom" After Prepositions
When the pronoun follows a preposition such as "to," "for," "with," or "about," "whom" is generally
correct because it functions as the object of the preposition.

Rule 4: Use "Who" in Subject Complement Positions
Use "who" when the pronoun acts as a complement to the subject, especially after linking verbs like
"is," "are," or "was."



Common Mistakes in Using Who and Whom
Incorrect usage of "who" and "whom" is a frequent grammatical error. Understanding common
pitfalls aids in avoiding them and improving language precision.

Replacing Whom with Who Unnecessarily
Many speakers and writers incorrectly use "who" instead of "whom," especially in informal contexts.
This often occurs because "whom" sounds more formal or because the object function is overlooked.

Omitting Whom After Prepositions
Another common mistake is using "who" after prepositions where "whom" is grammatically required.
For example, "Who did you speak with?" should be "Whom did you speak with?" in formal writing.

Confusing Object and Subject Roles
Errors arise when the pronoun’s role in the sentence is misidentified. For instance, in "Who should I
trust?" the correct pronoun is "whom" ("Whom should I trust?") because it is the object of the verb
"trust."

Who or Whom Quiz: Practice Questions
Applying knowledge through quizzes is an effective method for reinforcing the distinction between
"who" and "whom." The following practice questions range in difficulty and illustrate various
sentence structures.

________ is responsible for the final decision?1.

To ________ should I send the email?2.

The candidate ________ won the award gave a speech.3.

The person ________ you met yesterday is my colleague.4.

________ do you think will arrive first?5.

With ________ are you going to the conference?6.

________ wrote this report?7.

The team ________ they chose is very experienced.8.



Answers:

Who1.

Whom2.

Who3.

Whom4.

Who5.

Whom6.

Who7.

Whom8.

Strategies to Master Who and Whom
Developing a strong command of "who" and "whom" involves consistent practice and strategic
learning techniques. The following methods can help solidify understanding and correct usage.

Regular Practice Using Quizzes
Engaging with quizzes like the who or whom quiz regularly reinforces proper usage patterns and
builds confidence in identifying the correct pronoun in various contexts.

Mnemonic Devices
Using mnemonic aids can simplify remembering the rules. For example, associating "he" with "who"
and "him" with "whom" provides a quick mental check to determine the right choice.

Reading and Listening to Formal English
Exposure to well-edited writing and formal speech enhances familiarity with correct pronoun usage.
Noticing how professionals use "who" and "whom" can guide learners toward proper application.

Writing and Revising Exercises
Incorporating "who" and "whom" intentionally in writing assignments and reviewing them critically
helps internalize grammatical rules and reduces errors over time.



Practice identifying subjects and objects in sentences.

Apply the he/him substitution test consistently.

Review and correct mistakes from writing samples.

Use grammar resources and style guides as references.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who vs Whom: When should I use 'who'?
'Who' is used as the subject of a sentence or clause, referring to the person performing the action.

When should I use 'whom' instead of 'who'?
'Whom' is used as the object of a verb or preposition, referring to the person receiving the action.

Is 'whom' becoming obsolete in modern English?
While 'whom' is less commonly used in informal speech, it is still important in formal writing and
contexts.

How can I quickly decide between 'who' and 'whom'?
Try replacing the word with 'he/she' or 'him/her'; if 'he/she' fits, use 'who'; if 'him/her' fits, use
'whom'.

Can 'whom' be used at the beginning of a sentence?
Yes, 'whom' can start a sentence, especially in questions or relative clauses, when it functions as an
object.

Is it correct to say 'Whom is coming to the party?'
No, the correct form is 'Who is coming to the party?' because 'who' is the subject.

What is a common mistake involving 'who' and 'whom'?
A common mistake is using 'who' when the pronoun is the object of a verb or preposition, where
'whom' is correct.



Does 'whom' always follow a preposition?
Often, but not always. 'Whom' is used as an object, which can be after prepositions or verbs.

Can 'who' and 'whom' be used interchangeably?
In informal contexts, sometimes, but in formal grammar, they have distinct roles and should not be
interchanged.

How does understanding 'who' vs 'whom' improve writing?
Using 'who' and 'whom' correctly enhances clarity and professionalism in writing, especially in
formal communication.

Additional Resources
1. Mastering Who vs. Whom: A Grammar Guide
This book offers a comprehensive explanation of the tricky usage of "who" and "whom." It includes
clear rules, examples, and quizzes to test your understanding. Whether you're a student or a writer,
this guide helps you master these pronouns with confidence.

2. The Who vs. Whom Quiz Book
Designed as an interactive workbook, this book features a variety of quizzes and exercises focused
solely on distinguishing "who" from "whom." It provides immediate feedback and detailed
explanations to reinforce learning. Perfect for learners seeking practice and improvement.

3. Grammar Essentials: Who or Whom?
This concise guide breaks down the grammatical roles of subject and object pronouns, focusing on
"who" and "whom." It includes illustrative examples and quizzes to enhance comprehension. Ideal
for English language learners and educators alike.

4. Who or Whom? A Practical Approach to Pronouns
This book delves into the usage of "who" and "whom" through practical examples drawn from
everyday language. It incorporates quizzes and exercises that encourage active learning. Readers
will gain confidence in choosing the correct pronoun in various contexts.

5. English Grammar Quizzes: Who vs. Whom Edition
Part of a series on English grammar, this edition targets the confusion between "who" and "whom."
It offers multiple-choice quizzes, explanations, and tips for remembering the rules. Suitable for self-
study or classroom use.

6. Who or Whom? The Definitive Quiz Collection
This collection compiles hundreds of quiz questions designed to challenge and improve your
understanding of "who" and "whom." It provides solutions and detailed reasoning for each answer. A
valuable resource for anyone wanting to sharpen their grammar skills.

7. The Ultimate Who vs. Whom Quiz Challenge
This engaging book presents progressively difficult quizzes on "who" and "whom," making it ideal for
learners at all levels. Each quiz is followed by explanations to clarify common mistakes. It aims to



make grammar learning fun and effective.

8. Pronoun Perfection: Who or Whom Quizzes and Tips
Combining practical tips with interactive quizzes, this book helps readers perfect their use of "who"
and "whom." It covers common errors and offers mnemonic devices to aid retention. A handy tool for
writers, students, and language enthusiasts.

9. Quick Quizzes on Who and Whom
This compact workbook provides quick, targeted quizzes to test your knowledge of "who" and
"whom." It is designed for busy learners who want efficient practice sessions. Answers and
explanations are included for self-assessment and improvement.
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