
who said the business of america is business
who said the business of america is business is a phrase that has sparked considerable interest
and debate over the years. This well-known quote encapsulates a perspective on the relationship
between the American economy and its cultural identity. Understanding who first articulated this
statement, its historical context, and its implications for American business philosophy is crucial for
grasping the broader economic and political discourse in the United States. This article explores the
origins of the phrase, the person behind it, and its significance in shaping the narrative about
capitalism and commerce in America. Additionally, it examines how this quote has been interpreted
and referenced in various contexts, providing a comprehensive overview of its lasting impact. The
following sections will guide readers through the background, the figure associated with the quote, its
historical setting, and the ongoing relevance in business and political discussions.

Origin of the Phrase

The Person Behind the Quote

Historical Context and Significance

Interpretations and Impact

Modern Relevance in Business

Origin of the Phrase
The phrase "the business of America is business" is often cited in discussions about the United States'
economic ideology. It succinctly expresses the belief that commerce and industry are central to the
American way of life. The quote emerged during a period when the country was solidifying its position
as a global economic power, reflecting a broader national ethos that prioritized entrepreneurial spirit
and free enterprise. Understanding the origin of this phrase involves tracing it back to its first
recorded use and the context in which it was delivered.

Initial Usage
The phrase was first popularized in the early 20th century and is commonly attributed to a prominent
American political figure. It was delivered as part of a speech that emphasized the importance of
business in driving the nation's prosperity and stability. This statement encapsulated a viewpoint that
saw business not just as an economic activity, but as a defining characteristic of American identity
and policy.

Common Misattributions
Over time, the phrase has sometimes been misquoted or attributed to various leaders and



commentators. This has led to some confusion about its true origin. However, careful historical
research has pinpointed the original source, clarifying who actually said the business of America is
business and distinguishing the phrase from similar expressions used in different contexts.

The Person Behind the Quote
The individual credited with the phrase "the business of America is business" is Calvin Coolidge, the
30th President of the United States. Coolidge served from 1923 to 1929, a period marked by
significant economic growth known as the Roaring Twenties. His presidency is often associated with
pro-business policies and a laissez-faire approach to government regulation, making him a fitting
figure to express such a statement.

Calvin Coolidge’s Presidency
Calvin Coolidge’s leadership style and political philosophy were characterized by a strong belief in
limited government intervention and the promotion of free enterprise. He famously advocated for
keeping government small and business thriving, which he saw as the key to America's prosperity. His
speeches and policies often reflected this ideology, with the quote underscoring his administration’s
priorities.

The Speech Containing the Quote
The phrase was delivered during a speech to the U.S. Chamber of Commerce in 1925. In this address,
Coolidge highlighted the vital role that business played in the nation’s economy and society. The
speech reinforced the idea that the government’s role was to create an environment conducive to
business growth rather than to interfere excessively in commercial affairs.

Historical Context and Significance
The declaration that "the business of America is business" came at a time when the United States was
experiencing rapid industrialization and urbanization. The 1920s were characterized by technological
innovation, expansion of the stock market, and a consumer culture that was transforming the
American economy. This period’s historical backdrop helps explain why the statement resonated so
strongly and why it has endured as a symbol of American capitalism.

The Roaring Twenties Economy
The decade during which Coolidge made this statement was marked by unprecedented economic
growth. Key industries such as automobiles, radio, and manufacturing were booming, leading to
increased employment and consumer spending. The spirit of entrepreneurship and investment was
high, reinforcing the notion that business was at the core of the American experience.



Government and Business Relations
Coolidge’s quote also reflects the prevailing attitude toward government-business relations during the
1920s. The administration favored deregulation, tax cuts, and policies that encouraged private
enterprise. This approach was seen as a means to foster innovation and economic expansion,
contrasting sharply with later periods of more active government intervention.

Interpretations and Impact
The phrase "the business of America is business" has been interpreted in various ways since its
inception. Some view it as a straightforward endorsement of capitalism and free markets, while others
critique it as emblematic of an era that prioritized corporate interests over social welfare. Its impact
extends beyond the 1920s, influencing political rhetoric and economic policy debates for decades.

Positive Interpretations
Supporters of the quote emphasize its celebration of entrepreneurship, economic freedom, and the
role of business as a driver of prosperity. They argue that it captures the essence of the American
Dream, where success is achievable through hard work and innovation. This interpretation sees the
phrase as a guiding principle for economic policy and national identity.

Critical Perspectives
Critics contend that the phrase reflects an overly simplistic view that neglects the social
responsibilities of business and the need for regulatory oversight. They argue that emphasizing
business interests above all else can lead to inequality, exploitation, and neglect of public welfare.
This critique has fueled debates about the balance between capitalism and social justice in America.

Influence on Political Discourse
The quote has been frequently cited by politicians, economists, and commentators to underscore
different points about government policy and economic strategy. It serves as a rhetorical device to
advocate for either deregulation or caution, depending on the speaker’s agenda. Its enduring
presence in political discourse highlights its symbolic power.

Modern Relevance in Business
Today, the statement "the business of America is business" continues to resonate in discussions
about the role of commerce in society. While the economic landscape has evolved significantly since
the 1920s, the core idea that business drives national prosperity remains influential. Examining its
relevance in contemporary contexts reveals how the phrase shapes modern views on capitalism and
economic policy.



Business and Economic Policy Today
Modern policymakers often invoke the spirit of this phrase when advocating for pro-business
initiatives such as tax reforms, deregulation, and support for entrepreneurship. The balance between
fostering innovation and protecting consumers and workers remains a central theme in economic
debates. The phrase serves as a reminder of the foundational role business plays in the American
economy.

Challenges and Opportunities
In the 21st century, businesses face new challenges including globalization, technological disruption,
and increasing demands for corporate social responsibility. The phrase prompts reflection on how the
business community can continue to contribute to America’s success while adapting to these
changes.

Key Factors Shaping Modern Business Environment

Technological innovation and digital transformation

Global competition and market integration

Corporate governance and ethical considerations

Environmental sustainability and social impact

Government regulation and public policy shifts

Frequently Asked Questions

Who originally said 'The business of America is business'?
The phrase 'The business of America is business' is commonly attributed to President Calvin Coolidge,
who expressed similar sentiments during his presidency in the 1920s.

In what context did Calvin Coolidge say 'The business of
America is business'?
Calvin Coolidge emphasized the importance of business and economic growth during his presidency,
suggesting that the primary focus of America was on fostering a prosperous business environment.

Is the exact phrase 'The business of America is business'



found in Calvin Coolidge's speeches?
The exact phrase is a paraphrase and summary of Coolidge's views rather than a direct quote from
his speeches, though it captures the essence of his pro-business stance.

Why is the phrase 'The business of America is business'
significant?
The phrase highlights the belief that the economic prosperity and growth driven by business are
central to America's identity and success.

How has the phrase 'The business of America is business'
influenced American economic policy?
The phrase has influenced policies that favor free enterprise, minimal government intervention, and
support for business development as key drivers of the economy.

Are there any criticisms of the idea that 'The business of
America is business'?
Yes, critics argue that focusing solely on business overlooks social, environmental, and ethical
responsibilities, and that government and other sectors also play vital roles.

Has the phrase 'The business of America is business' been
used in popular culture or media?
Yes, the phrase has been referenced in political discussions, books, and media to summarize
America's capitalist ethos and to debate the role of business in society.

Additional Resources
1. The Business of America: A Historical Perspective
This book explores the evolution of American business from its early days to the modern era. It delves
into the economic, social, and political factors that shaped the nation's commercial landscape. The
book also examines key figures and moments that defined the role of business in American society.

2. Theodore Roosevelt and the Spirit of American Enterprise
Focusing on President Theodore Roosevelt, this biography highlights his views on business and
economic policy. It provides insight into his famous assertion that "the business of America is
business" and how it reflected his broader vision for the country. The book also discusses his efforts to
regulate corporations and promote fair competition.

3. Capitalism and the American Identity
This work analyzes how capitalism became intertwined with the American identity and cultural values.
It traces the origins of the phrase "the business of America is business" and its impact on public policy
and national ideology. Readers gain an understanding of how business has influenced American life
beyond economics.



4. Economic Philosophy in Early 20th Century America
This book examines the economic ideas circulating in America during the early 1900s, including those
of influential leaders like Calvin Coolidge. It contextualizes the famous quote within the broader
trends of laissez-faire capitalism and government regulation. The book provides a balanced view of
the era's economic philosophies.

5. The Role of Government in American Business
Addressing the dynamic between government and business, this book explores policies from the
Progressive Era to the modern day. It considers how statements like "the business of America is
business" influenced regulatory approaches. The narrative covers key legislation and court cases that
shaped the business environment.

6. Entrepreneurship and the American Dream
This book celebrates the entrepreneurial spirit that drives American business success. It discusses
how the concept of business as central to America aligns with the pursuit of the American Dream.
Through stories of famous entrepreneurs, the book illustrates the practical implications of this
philosophy.

7. The Business of America: From Industrialization to Innovation
Covering the transformation of American industry, this book tracks the shift from traditional
manufacturing to technology and innovation. It reflects on how the business mindset has evolved
while maintaining its core importance to the nation's economy. The author provides analysis of
economic data and case studies.

8. Calvin Coolidge: The Quiet President and His Economic Legacy
This biography focuses on Calvin Coolidge, often credited with popularizing the phrase "the business
of America is business." It explores his presidency, economic policies, and philosophy towards
government intervention in business. The book offers a nuanced view of his legacy in American
economic history.

9. Business and Politics in the United States
This comprehensive study investigates the interplay between business interests and political power in
America. It examines how business leaders have influenced policy and how political rhetoric, including
famous quotes, has shaped public perception. The book provides a critical look at the relationship
between commerce and governance.
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what does all their money buy? Drawing on extensive data and original interviews with corporate
lobbyists, The Business of America is Lobbying provides a fascinating and detailed picture of what
corporations do in Washington, why they do it, and why it matters. Prior to the 1970s, very few
corporations had Washington offices. But a wave of new government regulations and declining
economic conditions mobilized business leaders. Companies developed new political capacities, and
managers soon began to see public policy as an opportunity, not just a threat. Ever since, corporate
lobbying has become increasingly more pervasive, more proactive, and more particularistic. Lee
Drutman argues that lobbyists drove this development, helping managers to see why politics
mattered, and how proactive and aggressive engagement could help companies' bottom lines. All
this lobbying doesn't guarantee influence. Politics is a messy and unpredictable bazaar, and it is
more competitive than ever. But the growth of lobbying has driven several important changes that
make business more powerful. The status quo is harder to dislodge; policy is more complex; and, as
Congress increasingly becomes a farm league for K Street, more and more of Washington's policy
expertise now resides in the private sector. These and other changes increasingly raise the costs of
effective lobbying to a level only businesses can typically afford. Lively and engaging, rigorous and
nuanced, The Business of America is Lobbying will change how we think about lobbying-and how we
might reform it.
  who said the business of america is business: Congressional Record United States.
Congress, 2002
  who said the business of america is business: Politically Incorrect Guide to the Presidents,
Part 2 Steven F. Hayward, 2017-01-09 A book to challenge the status quo, spark a debate, and get
people talking about the issues and questions we face as a country!
  who said the business of america is business: The Fallacies of Black Capitalism Charles G
Wells, 2022-11-03 Charles Wells wrote this book to provide the reader, especially young people who
were not yet born, insight into the deceptive tactics and political games used by White Southern
politicians and business leaders to keep minority communities economically depressed. After the
1965 Civil Rights Voting Act was passed, Black civil rights activists and business leaders began a
very aggressive campaign to improve conditions in minority communities. As the tactics being used
by Black leaders around the country became more vocal and aggressive, President Nixon knew that
White Southern politicians would resist any effort to provide economic aid to Black people and other
minorities. Nixon's program that he called Black Capitalism was designed to provide tax breaks and
incentives for rich White developers, not economic justice. These developers used these incentives
and tax breaks to build upscale projects that the residents could not afford. Black leaders'
complaints fell on deaf ears of the officials that Nixon put in charge of the programs, such as
Commerce Secretary Stans who was against the program from the start. The Black Capitalism
program was doomed to failure for two main reasons: It was underfunded from the very beginning.
The Minority Enterprise Small Business Investment Corporation (MESBIC) phase of the program
was rack with fraud and poor selection of candidates for the program. The MESBIC part of the
program also failed because of several factors. The program was under capitalize, many minority
businesses avoided the program and some White businesses set up phony minority forms to take
advantage of the funding. They would set up a company and make a Black person CEO, and if things
went bad, the Black person would be the one to go to jail. It is the opinion of this author that the
program was designed to fail. Nixon knew how to fool Black leaders while keeping White Southern
support. It is important to remember capitalism is not black or white. It's green.
  who said the business of america is business: The Power Elite and the State G. William
Domhoff, This volume presents a network of social power, indicating that theories inspired by
C.Wright Mills are far more accurate views about power in America than those of Mills's opponents.
Dr. Domhoff shows how and why coalitions within the power elite have involved themselves in such
policy issues as the Social Security Act (1935) and the Employment Act (1946), and how the National
Labor Relations Act (1935) could pass against the opposition of every major corporation. The book
descri bes how experts worked closely with the power elite in shaping the plansfor a post-World War



II world economic order, in good part realized during the past 30 years. Arguments are advanced
that the fat cats who support the Democrats cannot be understood in terms of narrow self-interest,
and that moderate conservatives dominated policy-making under Reagan.
  who said the business of america is business: The Politically Incorrect Guide to the
Presidents Steven F. Hayward, 2012-02-13 Argues that the United States presidents of the past
hundred years have actively sought to undermine the Constitution and their constitutional
responsibilities, and analyzes each presidency based on their adherence to the Constitution.
  who said the business of america is business: Arthur Miller, New Edition Harold Bloom,
2009 Chronicles the life and works of Arthur Miller.
  who said the business of america is business: The Politics of Spirituality William
Stringfellow, 2006-07-01 Spirituality, according to William Stringfellow, represents the ordinary
experience of partaking in politics - the activity of the Word of God in judgment over all that belongs
to human history. He criticizes religiosity, advocating instead for a biblical holiness that implies
wholeness for all creation. He takes a prophetic and somber view of the present dark ages,
characterized as they are by hypocrisy, profligate consumption, disregard for human life, and
dependence on nuclear force. Speaking from a lifetime of experience and reflection, Stringfellow
issues a call to conscience and sanity, a reaffirmation of the incarnation, and belief in the grace of
the Word of God who transcends the injustice of the present age and agitates the resilience of those
who struggle to expose and rebuke injustice.
  who said the business of america is business: This Is Your Government on Drugs Michael
Page, 2015-11-30 This is Your Government on Drugs is a retired history teacher's take on the
divisiveness and gridlock that have allowed problems to fester and grow since shortly after the Cold
War ended in victory in 1989. The United States has spiraled into deeper debt and lost respect
around the world as domestic and foreign problems worsen for lack of serious discussion and the
will to do what is best for this country and its people. Safe electoral districts, the influence of big
money and the focus on political wins have trumped the welfare of American citizens who fail to
show up for elections to effect change by voting for their own interests and those of America.
  who said the business of america is business: Nation Building Is the Heart of Religion
and the Leap John R. Fielden, 2016-09-09 The book title announces a broad thesis that religion is
about nation building. Some essays argue with moderns such as Fareed Zakaria, who was
transplanted to complex nation building in America from complex tribalism in India.
  who said the business of america is business: The Dictionary of Modern Proverbs ,
2012-05-22 Collects more than 1,400 English-language proverbs that arose in the 20th and 21st
centuries, organized alphabetically by key words and including information on date of origin, history
and meaning.
  who said the business of america is business: The Oxford Companion to American
Politics David Coates, 2012-07-12 Provides students and scholars with a valuable reference source
in the field of American Politics. The Companion will equip readers with a deep understanding of the
complex interaction between governmental institutions and processes and the wider American
economy and society that they govern.
  who said the business of america is business: Most Favored Nation Status for the People's
Republic of China United States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on
Human Rights and International Organizations, 1992
  who said the business of america is business: Public Goods, Sustainable Development and
the Contribution of Business Roland Bardy, Arthur Rubens, Raymond Saner, Lichia Yiu, 2021-02-18
This book provides an expansive review of the public goods theme and highlights the inherent
linkage between sustainable development and corporate responsibility for improving the current and
future welfare of communities both at home and abroad. The main proposition here is that
sustainable development is focused on preserving and maintaining public goods. Consequently,
whoever uses public goods is liable for their preservation, their maintenance, and, where they are
underdeveloped, for their expansion. Successful delivery, both now and in the future, depends on a



positive relationship of the public sector with the private sector. This book will serve to stimulate
discussions of scholars and policy makers in the field of sustainable development with business
leaders, and will close the gap between the public and the private sectors by building a common
understanding and common methodologies for implementing and measuring sustainable
development in the macro- and the micro-spheres.
  who said the business of america is business: The Autobiography of Calvin Coolidge
Calvin Coolidge, 2023-10-17 It was my hope to produce a book that would not only have some
historical interest, but would be useful for those in public life, in educational work, in preparation for
citizenship, and would be especially a book that parents would wish their children to read.
—President Calvin Coolidge on his autobiography Today Americans of all backgrounds are on the
hunt for a different political model. In fact, such a model awaits them, if only they turn their eyes to
their own past . . . to America's thirtieth president, Calvin Coolidge. Coolidge's masterful
autobiography offers urgent lessons for our age of exploding debt, increasingly centralized power,
and fierce partisan division. This expanded and annotated volume, edited by Coolidge biographer
Amity Shlaes and authorized by the Coolidge family, is the definitive edition of the text that
presidential historian Craig Fehrman calls the forgotten classic of presidential writing. To read this
volume is to understand the tragic extent to which historians underrate President Coolidge. The
Coolidge who emerges in these pages is a model of character, principle, and humility—rare qualities
in Washington, then as now. A man of great faith, Coolidge told Americans: Men do not make laws.
They do but discover them. Although he emphasized economics, Coolidge insisted on the importance
of things of the spirit. At the height of his popularity, he chose not to run again when his reelection
was all but assured. In this autobiography, Coolidge explains his mindset: It is a great advantage to a
President, and a major source of safety to the country, for him to know that he is not a great man.
For all his modesty, Coolidge left an expansive legacy—one we would do well to study today. Shlaes
and coeditor Matthew Denhart draw out the lessons from Coolidge's life and career in an
enlightening introduction and annotations to Coolidge's text. To aid Coolidge scholars young and
old, the editors have also assembled nearly three dozen photographs, several of Coolidge's greatest
speeches, a timeline of Coolidge's life, and afterwords by former Vermont governor James H.
Douglas and two of Coolidge's great-grandchildren, Jennifer Coolidge Harville and Christopher
Coolidge Jeter. This autobiography combats the myths about one of our most misunderstood
presidents. It also shows us how much we still have to learn from Calvin Coolidge.
  who said the business of america is business: A Diary of the Century Edward Robb Ellis,
2008 It began with a teenager's scrawls in a loose-leaf notebook and then became a publishing
phenomenon. Edward Robb Ellis' monumental diary has made news in Time magazine and on Good
Morning America, the Today show, and NPR's Weekend Edition. Now in paper are the fascinating
anecdotes, the firsthand encounters with celebrated men and women and the engaging self-portrait
of a uniquely candid man. 35 photos.
  who said the business of america is business: The American Corporation Today Carl
Kaysen, 1996-10-31 Not since Edward Mason's classic book The Corporation in Modern Society
appeared in 1959 has anyone compiled an authoritative overview of the American business firm.
Such a survey is now clearly overdue, for in the last thirty years both the corporation and the
business environment has changed radically. In The American Corporation Today, Carl Kaysen and
other leading students of business and markets from around the country provide a much-needed
analysis of American corporate life at the end of the century. Here is the American corporation from
every angle--its postwar history, its relation to the law, its financing, its impact on technological
innovation, its role as employer and as political force, and much more. The contributors--all of whom
are recognized experts in their fields--not only tackle many of the same key areas that the
contributors to Mason's classic study looked at, but they also illuminate issues that have only arisen
in recent years. For instance, Raymond Vernon describes the increasing globalization of American
business, where the net income from operations outside the U.S. is now nearly half of that from
domestic operations (as opposed to one-tenth in the 1950s). James Q. Wilson traces how the



corporation has become a full-time political actor, showing how it reinvented its political strategy
and tactics in the 1960s in the face of a wave of new consumer, environmental, and worker health
legislation. Gregory Acs and Eugene Steuerle show how the corporation promotes the commonweal,
acting as agent for the employee in purchasing pension, health, and other welfare benefit plans,
while Lester Thurow casts a critical eye at the decline of median real wages of American males over
the last twenty years (never before have a majority of American workers suffered real wage
reductions while the real per capita gross domestic product was increasing). In other pieces,
corporate finance experts Charles Calomiris and Carlos Ramirez advocate removing legal
constraints on financial institutions that prevent them from providing the full range of business
financing from short-term debt to equity, Michael Useem looks at the rise of education and training
as a vexing corporate issue, and Barbara Bergmann discusses the increasingly diverse work force,
arguing that ending bias is in the corporation's best interest. And finally Neil Harris provides a
fascinating discussion of architecture, exploring how companies have become the principle patrons
of important architecture since the 1950s. Vital to everyone concerned with American big business
today, this collection is sure to become the new standard upon which future studies of the
corporation will be built.
  who said the business of america is business: The New Yale Book of Quotations Fred R.
Shapiro, 2021-08-31 A revised, enlarged, and updated edition of this authoritative and entertaining
reference book—named the #2 essential home library reference book by the Wall Street Journal
“Shapiro does original research, earning [this] volume a place on the quotation shelf next to
Bartlett's and Oxford's.”—William Safire, New York Times Magazine (on the original edition) “The
most accurate, thorough, and up-to-date quotation book ever compiled.”—Bryan A. Garner, Los
Angeles Review of Books Updated to include more than a thousand new quotations, this
reader-friendly volume contains over twelve thousand famous quotations, arranged alphabetically by
author and sourced from literature, history, popular culture, sports, digital culture, science, politics,
law, the social sciences, and all other aspects of human activity. Contemporaries added to this
edition include Beyoncé, Sandra Cisneros, James Comey, Drake, Louise Glück, LeBron James, Brett
Kavanaugh, Lady Gaga, Lin-Manuel Miranda, Barack Obama, John Oliver, Nancy Pelosi, Vladimir
Putin, Bernie Sanders, Donald Trump, and David Foster Wallace. The volume also reflects
path-breaking recent research resulting in the updating of quotations from the first edition with
more accurate wording or attribution. It has also incorporated noncontemporary quotations that
have become relevant to the present day. In addition, The New Yale Book of Quotations reveals the
striking fact that women originated many familiar quotations, yet their roles have been forgotten
and their verbal inventions have often been credited to prominent men instead. This book’s
quotations, annotations, extensive cross-references, and large keyword index will satisfy both the
reader who seeks specific information and the curious browser who appreciates an amble through
entertaining pages.
  who said the business of america is business: A New Birth of Freedom Charles L. Black,
1997-01-01 Many . . . unwritten rights are somehow inherent in the American scheme of democracy.
So where do these freedoms come from? . . . One of the nation`s most venerated thinkers about such
matters offers a provocative and refreshing way to answer that question.—Neil A. Lewis, New York
Times Book Review An appealing interpretation of the founding papers.—Michael G. Radigan, New
York Law Journal A remarkably interesting book. It offers a way of looking at the Constitution that I
had not thought about before.—Sanford Levinson, School of Law, University of Texas at Austin One
of the most respected scholars of constitutional law here argues for a national commitment to
human rights based on his interpretation of three critical documents: the Declaration of
Independence, the Ninth Amendment to the Constitution, and the citizenship and privileges and
immunities clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment. The book presents a powerful case for reviewing
and renewing the basis of our most important human rights.
  who said the business of america is business: American Paradise Jon Huer, 2012-07-10
The way we live, work, and die-alone and with other Americans-have so many hidden layers that we



might as well say that there are two Americas: one we think we know and the other virtually
unknown to us. Such a thought is compelling enough to motivate a sociologist to start writing down
what he thinks about the hidden America. Then, what emerges from this effort is a picture of
America that is at once so familiar and so alien. It is the alien part of America that troubles us, that
scares us, and that pushes us to escape into louder, more colorful, and more pleasant unreality. As
our escapism becomes more urgent each day, so does its testimony to the emptiness and loneliness
of our solitary existence. Huer discusses this alien part of America in American Paradise.
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