teachings of presidents of the church

teachings of presidents of the church have long served as foundational
guidance for members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and
others interested in its doctrines. These teachings encompass a wide range of
spiritual, moral, and practical principles that reflect the evolving
understanding of gospel truths through successive church leaders. From the
earliest presidents who established core doctrines to modern-day prophets who
address contemporary challenges, their messages provide insight into faith,
obedience, service, and the pursuit of righteousness. This article explores
the key teachings imparted by presidents of the church, highlighting their
relevance for personal growth and communal harmony. Emphasizing the
continuity and adaptation of gospel principles, the teachings of presidents
of the church remain a vital resource for those seeking spiritual direction.
The following sections will delve into historical perspectives, doctrinal
foundations, moral guidance, and the application of these teachings in
everyday life.

Historical Overview of Presidents’ Teachings

e Core Doctrines Emphasized by Church Presidents

e Moral and Ethical Guidance from Church Leaders

e Contemporary Applications of Church Presidents’ Teachings

e Tmpact of Presidents’ Teachings on Church Membership

Historical Overview of Presidents’ Teachings

The teachings of presidents of the church have evolved over nearly two
centuries, reflecting the growth and challenges faced by the church
community. Beginning with Joseph Smith, the founding prophet and first
president, these teachings laid the groundwork for restoration theology,
emphasizing revelation, priesthood authority, and the Book of Mormon as
scripture. Subsequent presidents such as Brigham Young, John Taylor, and
Wilford Woodruff expanded on these principles, addressing issues related to
church governance, migration, and sanctification. Each president’s teachings
contributed distinctive emphases, adapting to the needs of the church at
different times while maintaining doctrinal consistency.

Joseph Smith: Foundational Revelations

Joseph Smith’s teachings introduced unique doctrines that are central to the
faith, including the nature of God, the plan of salvation, and the
restoration of priesthood authority. His revelations emphasized personal
revelation, the importance of scripture, and the establishment of Zion. These
teachings continue to influence the church’s theological framework.



Brigham Young: Leadership and Community Building

Brigham Young focused on organizing the church into a cohesive society,
emphasizing obedience, self-reliance, and the gathering of Israel. His
teachings encouraged members to build communities based on gospel principles
and to prepare for the Second Coming of Christ.

Modern Presidents: Adaptation and Revelation

Contemporary presidents of the church have continued to provide inspired
counsel addressing modern issues such as family unity, global outreach, and
individual spiritual development. Their teachings often emphasize personal
worthiness, service, and enduring faith.

Core Doctrines Emphasized by Church Presidents

Throughout the history of the church, presidents have consistently taught
fundamental doctrines that define the faith. These core doctrines form the
foundation for understanding the gospel and guide members in their spiritual
journey. The teachings of presidents of the church highlight principles such
as the nature of God, the role of Jesus Christ, the plan of salvation, and
the importance of priesthood authority.

The Nature of God and the Godhead

Presidents have clarified the doctrine of the Godhead as three distinct
beings: God the Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost. This
understanding differs from traditional Christian trinitarianism and
emphasizes the literal relationship between the Father and the Son.

The Atonement and Resurrection of Jesus Christ

The central role of Jesus Christ’s Atonement is a recurring theme in the
teachings of presidents of the church. They teach that Christ’s sacrifice
provides redemption and enables resurrection, making eternal life possible
for all who accept His gospel.

Priesthood Authority and Revelation

Another core doctrine emphasized is the restoration of priesthood authority,
which grants leaders and members the power to act in God’s name. Presidents
teach that ongoing revelation from God is essential for guiding the church
and individuals.

Moral and Ethical Guidance from Church Leaders

The teachings of presidents of the church extend beyond doctrinal instruction
to practical moral and ethical guidance. These teachings help members
navigate challenges in daily life and uphold standards that reflect their



commitment to gospel principles. Presidents frequently address topics such as
honesty, chastity, service, and family values.

Integrity and Honesty

Church presidents teach that integrity is a fundamental Christian virtue.
Members are encouraged to be honest in all dealings, avoid deceit, and uphold
truthfulness as a reflection of their discipleship.

Family and Marriage

Strong emphasis is placed on the sanctity of marriage and the importance of
family. Presidents teach that families are central to God’s plan and that
eternal relationships are possible through sacred ordinances performed in
temples.

Service and Charity

Service to others is highlighted as a key expression of faith. Presidents
encourage members to engage in acts of charity, ministering to the needy and
strengthening communities through compassionate action.

Standards of Personal Conduct

The teachings also cover standards such as abstaining from harmful
substances, maintaining modesty, and living a life consistent with gospel
values. These ethical guidelines serve to protect and uplift members in a
complex world.

Contemporary Applications of Church Presidents'’
Teachings

The relevance of the teachings of presidents of the church is evident in
their application to modern-day challenges and opportunities. Presidents
provide counsel that helps members integrate gospel principles into
contemporary societal contexts, including technology use, education, and
global citizenship.

Technology and Media Use

Leaders have advised prudent use of technology, encouraging members to avoid
content that contradicts gospel values and to use media as a tool for
uplifting and edifying purposes.

Education and Self-Reliance

Education is promoted as a means of personal growth and service. Presidents
teach that gaining knowledge and skills is essential for temporal and



spiritual self-reliance.

Global Outreach and Missionary Work

Contemporary teachings emphasize the importance of sharing the gospel
worldwide. Presidents encourage missionary work and cultural understanding as
part of fulfilling the church’s mission.

Faith in Times of Trial

Church presidents provide comfort and counsel during difficult times,
teaching members to rely on faith, prayer, and community support to overcome
adversity.

Impact of Presidents’ Teachings on Church
Membership

The teachings of presidents of the church have a profound impact on the
beliefs, behaviors, and identity of church members. These teachings shape
individual spirituality and collective culture, fostering unity and purpose
among members worldwide.

Strengthening Personal Faith

By following the counsel of presidents, members often experience increased
faith and commitment, which influences their daily decisions and long-term
goals.

Building Community and Fellowship

Presidents’ teachings encourage cooperation, love, and support within church
communities, enhancing fellowship and shared spiritual growth.

Guidance for Leadership and Service

The teachings provide a framework for leadership within the church, helping
leaders serve effectively and inspire others.

Encouraging Lifelong Learning and Growth

Members are motivated to continuously learn, repent, and improve, guided by
the inspired teachings of church presidents.

e F'aith and Obedience

e Community and Service



e Personal Development

e Leadership and Responsibility

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some core teachings emphasized by Presidents
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter—-day Saints?

Presidents of the Church often emphasize faith in Jesus Christ, repentance,
service to others, the importance of families, and personal revelation as
foundational principles of the gospel.

How do Presidents of the Church counsel members to
handle challenges and adversity?

They teach reliance on Jesus Christ, prayer, scripture study, and enduring
with faith, reminding members that trials can strengthen faith and character.

What role do Presidents of the Church say families
play in God's plan?
They highlight that families are central to God's plan, teaching that eternal

family relationships can be sealed through sacred ordinances and that strong
families are vital for spiritual growth and happiness.

How have Presidents of the Church addressed the
importance of service?

They encourage members to serve others selflessly, teaching that service is a
way to follow Christ's example, build community, and develop Christlike
attributes.

What teachings do Presidents of the Church share
about personal revelation?

They affirm that personal revelation is a gift from God available to all who
seek it sincerely through prayer, study, and obedience, guiding individuals
in making righteous decisions.

How do Presidents of the Church emphasize the role of
scripture study?
They teach that regular scripture study invites the Holy Ghost, provides

guidance, strengthens faith, and helps members understand God's will in their
lives.



What counsel have Presidents of the Church given
regarding modern technology and media?

They advise using technology and media wisely and righteously, encouraging
members to seek uplifting content, avoid harmful influences, and use these
tools to strengthen faith and family relationships.

Additional Resources

1. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith

This book compiles the inspired teachings and sermons of Joseph Smith, the
founding prophet of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It
offers insights into his wvision, revelations, and the establishment of the
church. Readers will find guidance on faith, revelation, and the importance
of obedience. The book is part of a series designed to help members apply
prophetic counsel in their daily lives.

2. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Brigham Young

Focusing on the second president of the church, this volume explores Brigham
Young’s leadership during the pioneer era. It highlights his emphasis on
faith, perseverance, and community building. The teachings provide valuable
lessons on enduring trials and following divine direction in challenging
times. This book helps readers appreciate the sacrifices made to establish
the church in the West.

3. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: John Taylor

John Taylor’s teachings emphasize steadfastness in the face of adversity and
the importance of priesthood authority. This book collects his discourses on
faith, revelation, and the restoration of the gospel. It encourages members
to remain true to their covenants and to seek personal revelation. The volume
offers historical context and spiritual insights relevant to modern
disciples.

4. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Wilford Woodruff

This book highlights Wilford Woodruff’s teachings on obedience, repentance,
and the ongoing revelation of God’s will. Known for ending the practice of
plural marriage, his presidency marked significant transition and
consolidation. Readers learn about the importance of temple work and enduring
to the end. The volume inspires commitment to gospel principles and church
service.

5. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Lorenzo Snow

Lorenzo Snow’s teachings focus on faith, repentance, and the law of tithing,
which he famously emphasized. This book collects his counsel on personal
righteousness and the blessings of gospel living. It encourages members to
develop charity and trust in God’s promises. The volume provides practical
applications for strengthening faith and devotion.

6. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Joseph F. Smith

Joseph F. Smith’s presidency was marked by doctrinal clarification and
expansion of temple work. His teachings address the plan of salvation, the
role of the family, and the importance of revelation. This book helps readers
understand eternal principles and the significance of priesthood blessings.
It also offers encouragement to live with integrity and faith.

7. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Heber J. Grant
Heber J. Grant’s teachings emphasize health, welfare, and the Word of Wisdom



as a guide for righteous living. His presidency focused on strengthening the
church during times of economic hardship. This volume provides counsel on
faith, repentance, and self-reliance. It inspires members to live wholesome
lives and trust in God’s providence.

8. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: David O. McKay

David O. McKay’s teachings highlight the importance of education, global
missionary work, and the love of God. His presidency saw the church’s
expansion worldwide, and his counsel encourages kindness and service. This
book offers insights into living a Christ-centered life with emphasis on
personal development. It motivates readers to seek spiritual and intellectual
growth.

9. Teachings of the Presidents of the Church: Gordon B. Hinckley

Gordon B. Hinckley’s teachings focus on hope, faith, and the importance of
temple worship. Known for his efforts in church growth and humanitarian work,
his counsel inspires optimism and dedication. This volume encourages members
to strengthen their testimonies and serve others. It provides practical
guidance for living gospel principles in a modern world.
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years as a General Authority of the Church—as a member of the Quorum of the Twelve, as a
Counselor to four Church Presidents, and for 17 years as the President of the Church. He taught the
restored gospel of Jesus Christ with eloquence, tenderness, and conviction, calling for the people to
“live in harmony with the designs of our Heavenly Father.” His ministry was marked by his powerful
witness of Jesus Christ: “I have received the witness of the Spirit in my own heart, and I testify
before God, angels and men... that I know that my Redeemer lives.” Today his messages and
sermons continue to give divine direction on our path of eternal progress. Our work in this world,
said President Smith, “is to do good, to put down iniquity under our feet, to exalt righteousness,
purity, and holiness in the hearts of the people, and to establish in the minds of our children, above
all other things, a love for God and his word.” He declared that “to be a Latter-day Saint requires the
sacrifice of worldly aims and pleasures; it requires fidelity, strength of character, love of truth,
integrity to principle, and zealous desire to see the triumphant, forward march of truth.” The First
Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles have established the series Teachings of Presidents
of the Church to help Church members deepen their understanding of gospel doctrines and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through the teachings of the prophets in this dispensation. This book features
the teachings of President Joseph F. Smith, who said: “To be Latter-day Saints, men or women must
be thinkers, and workers; they must be men and women who weigh matters in their minds, men and
women who consider carefully their course of life and the principles that they have espoused. ...
When people understand the gospel of Jesus Christ, you will see them walking straightforward,
according to the word of the Lord, and the law of God, strictly in accordance with that which is
consistent, just, righteous, and in every sense acceptable to the Lord.” Each chapter in this book
includes four sections: (1) a statement that briefly summarizes the focus of the chapter; (2) “From
the Life of Joseph F. Smith,” which illustrates the chapter’s teachings by an example from President
Smith’s life or his wisdom; (3) “Teachings of Joseph F. Smith,” which presents important doctrines
from his many messages and sermons; and (4) “Suggestions for Study,” which encourages personal
review and inquiry, further discussion, and application to our lives today through questions.
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introduces the focus of the chapter; (2) “From the Life of John Taylor,” which illustrates the
messages of the chapter with a story or counsel from President Taylor; (3) “Teachings of John
Taylor,” which presents important doctrines from his many messages and sermons; and (4)
“Suggestions for Study and Discussion,” which encourages personal review and inquiry, further
discussion, and application to our lives today through questions.
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of Presidents of the Church series to help you deepen your understanding of the restored gospel and
draw closer to the Lord through the teachings of latter-day prophets. As the Church adds volumes to
this series, you will build a collection of gospel reference books for your home. The volumes in this
series are designed to be used for personal study and for Sunday instruction. They can also help you
prepare other lessons or talks and answer questions about Church doctrine. This book features the
teachings of President Lorenzo Snow, who served as President of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints from September 13, 1898, to October 10, 1901.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Gordon B.
Hinckley The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, The First Presidency and the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles have established the Teachings of Presidents of the Church series to help you
draw closer to your Heavenly Father and deepen your understanding of the restored gospel of Jesus
Christ. As the Church adds volumes to this series, you will build a collection of gospel reference
books for your home. These books are designed to be used for personal study and as resources for
teaching. They can also help you prepare family home evening lessons, prepare other lessons or
talks, and answer questions about Church doctrine. This book features the teachings of President
Gordon B. Hinckley, who served as President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from



March 12, 1995, to January 27, 2008.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Spencer
W. Kimball The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2006 The First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles have established the Teachings of Presidents of the Church series to
help you deepen your understanding of the restored gospel and draw closer to the Lord through the
teachings of latter-day prophets. As the Church adds volumes to this series, you will build a
collection of gospel reference books for your home. This book features the teachings of President
Spencer W. Kimball, who served as President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from
December 30, 1973, to November 5, 1985.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Wilford
Woodruff The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2004 The First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles have established the Teachings of Presidents of the Church series to
help you deepen your understanding of the restored gospel and draw closer to the Lord through the
teachings of latter-day prophets. As the Church adds volumes to this series, you will build a
collection of gospel reference books for your home. This book features the teachings of President
Wilford Woodruff, who served as President of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints from
April 1889 to September 1898.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church , 1997 Traces
the life of Brigham Young, from his Vermont childhood to his rise as the leader of the Mormon
Church.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church Joseph
Fielding Smith, 2013 Selections from writings and sermons of Joseph Fielding Smith and other
sources.
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teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church Howard W.
Hunter, 2015 Selections from writings and sermons of Howard W. Hunter and other sources.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church Heber
Jeddy Grant, 2002 Selections from writings of Heber J. Grant and other sources.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church Gordon
Bitner Hinckley, 2016 Selections from writings and sermons of Gordon B. Hinckley and other
sources.

teachings of presidents of the church: Mormonism 101 Bill McKeever, Eric Johnson,
2015-04-14 Mormonism is one of the fastest growing religions in the world. For those who have
wondered in what specific ways Mormonism differs from the Christian faith, Mormonism 101
provides definitive answers, examining the major tenets of Mormon theology and comparing them
with orthodox Christian beliefs. Perfect for students of religion and anyone who wants to have
answers when Mormons come calling.

teachings of presidents of the church: Answering Mormons' Questions Bill McKeever,
Eric Johnson, 1983 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints currently boasts millions of
members, thousands of missionaries, and congregations on every continent as well as in the vast
majority of the world[]s countries. It[]s clear that their influence is still growing in our communities,
places of business, and in the political arena. It[Js also clear that Christians need to be prepared to
answer questions from Mormon friends, neighbors, co-workers, and from fellow believers as well. In
this updated and expanded edition of McKeever(]s popular and practical book, authors Bill McKeever
and Eric Johnson provide ready responses to the common questions Mormons ask. With more than
six decades of combined experience, the authors tackle such tough questions as: Why don[Jt you
accept Mormons as Christians? Do you believe Mormonism is a cult? If the LDS church is not true,
which church is? How can you explain the many contradictions found throughout the Bible? After
offering analysis and responses to these and other questions, McKeever and Johnson provide helpful
appendices that summarize Mormon beliefs, provide 101 Bible references to use in conversation,
and expose common logical fallacies. Originally published in the 1980s, this volume has been--and



will continue to be--a classic resource to help Christians become more successful in sharing their
faith with Mormons.

teachings of presidents of the church: Teachings of Presidents of the Church: George Albert
Smith , 2011

teachings of presidents of the church: The Seeker's Guide to Faith ]. Peter Baumgarten,
2020-11-23 The Seeker’s Guide to Faith confronts and answers the thirteen principal arguments
against God that are now advanced by modern secularist movement (sometimes called New
Atheism) using the powerful insights and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. There are many books written to encourage faith for people who are experiencing doubts
about God generally. However, this book is the only one of its kind by a Latter-day Saint author that
directly and specifically challenges all the main arguments against faith in God that are now
aggressively asserted by the belligerent modern secular movement. Its uniqueness is enhanced by
the fact that the doctrines and teachings of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are used
whenever applicable to effectively answer the challenges raised by this movement. This author
believes that the unique teachings and insights of the Church are better suited than those of any
other faith for answering those challenges. Furthermore, the author’s professional and volunteer
activities have afforded him the opportunity to know and work with people of nearly all religious
backgrounds, in nearly all walks of life. Recent experiences have led him to examine the reasons
many apparently intelligent people reject faith. His legal background and training have aided him in
spotting and understanding the weaknesses and flaws of the logical underpinnings of atheism. His
Gospel upbringing as a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has helped him
see through the fog of the dogma and arguments of atheism to the “More Excellent Way” afforded by
the Gospel’s plan of happiness. He hopes The Seeker’s Guide to Faith will help others who stand at
the crossroads of their doubts to find their faith in Heavenly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ.

teachings of presidents of the church: O Wondrous Plan ]J. Peter Baumgarten, 2025-07-11
The idea of predestination, which seems to have a scriptural basis, is actually a Trojan horse. While
appearing to many to be a gift of grace, it is actually full of deceptions and completely inconsistent
to the plan of salvation-holding that man has no free choice and that God has already selected a
favored few of his children for salvation while committing the rest (most of mankind) to damnation,
regardless of merit. To explore this subject with maximum clarity, I will present the doctrine of
predestination in sharp relief to the true doctrines of the wondrous plan of salvation for all mankind.
This presentation includes a detailed description of what the doctrine consists of, it's origin and
history, the scriptural authority referenced to support the doctrine, its implications, and a discussion
of how and why the idea of predestination is inconsistent and at odds with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
To better introduce this subject, I begin the first chapter of this book with a personal experience-an
experience that heightened my own awareness of the issue.

teachings of presidents of the church: The Seven Stages of Life to Exaltation Jacob Nelson,
2022-09-17 The path of life is ofttimes scary, especially when uncertainty of the hereafter is
involved. The Seven Stages of Life to Exaltation removes that uncertainty. It walks you from the
creation of the Universe by a benevolent God, through your beginning as an Intelligence, followed by
becoming a Spirit child of God, to eventually obtaining a Mortal body. Then It continues through
death and your return to the Spirit world, on to the Millennium, resurrection, and transformation
into an Immortal body. Lastly, it covers the final glorious gift that mankind may receive, namely
Exaltation!
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Reactions pour in to the death of church President Russell M. Nelson (East Idaho News on
MSN17d) Reaction to the death of President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints began pouring in Sunday. The church president and prophet died just after 10 p.m.
Saturday at

Reactions pour in to the death of church President Russell M. Nelson (East Idaho News on
MSN17d) Reaction to the death of President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints began pouring in Sunday. The church president and prophet died just after 10 p.m.
Saturday at

President Nelson’s ‘timeless teachings’ will guide Latter-day Saints following recent
violence in Michigan, President Oaks says (16d) "We all seek answers and understanding in the
wake of trauma, shock, and grief," writes President Dallin H. Oaks

President Nelson’s ‘timeless teachings’ will guide Latter-day Saints following recent



violence in Michigan, President Oaks says (16d) "We all seek answers and understanding in the
wake of trauma, shock, and grief," writes President Dallin H. Oaks

Many share memories and condolences following the death of Russell M. Nelson, President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Standard-Examinerl17d) Here are some of
the reactions following the announcement on Saturday night of the death of Russell M. Nelson,
President of

Many share memories and condolences following the death of Russell M. Nelson, President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Standard-Examinerl17d) Here are some of
the reactions following the announcement on Saturday night of the death of Russell M. Nelson,
President of

Reflecting on important lessons from President Nelson's ministry (The Daily Universe8d)
President Russell M. Nelson gave 44 general conference addresses during the seven years he served
as prophet of the Church of

Reflecting on important lessons from President Nelson's ministry (The Daily Universe8d)
President Russell M. Nelson gave 44 general conference addresses during the seven years he served
as prophet of the Church of

‘A moment with him': Thousands pay respects to President Russell M. Nelson in public
viewing (KSL9d) Thousands visited the Conference Center during a public viewing to pay their
respects to the late President Russell M. Nelson

‘A moment with him': Thousands pay respects to President Russell M. Nelson in public
viewing (KSL9d) Thousands visited the Conference Center during a public viewing to pay their
respects to the late President Russell M. Nelson

Funeral speakers say President Russell M. Nelson fulfilled his promise to serve God to his
last breath (8d) President Russell M. Nelson promised he would serve God the Father and Jesus
Christ with every remaining breath of his life

Funeral speakers say President Russell M. Nelson fulfilled his promise to serve God to his
last breath (8d) President Russell M. Nelson promised he would serve God the Father and Jesus
Christ with every remaining breath of his life

‘A bold, visionary leader': President Russell M. Nelson remembered for life of service
(KSL17d) SALT LAKE CITY — Utah and national leaders in government, business and religion on
Sunday reacted to the death of President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints with

‘A bold, visionary leader': President Russell M. Nelson remembered for life of service
(KSL17d) SALT LAKE CITY — Utah and national leaders in government, business and religion on
Sunday reacted to the death of President Russell M. Nelson of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints with

Back to Home: http://www.devensbusiness.com



http://www.devensbusiness.com

