
teaching students with language and communication
disabilities

teaching students with language and communication disabilities requires specialized approaches that address
their unique needs in educational settings. These disabilities can significantly impact a student's ability to
understand, process, and express language, which in turn affects their academic performance and social
interactions. Effective strategies for teaching students with language and communication disabilities involve
tailored instruction, use of assistive technologies, and collaboration among educators, speech-language
pathologists, and families. This article explores the types of language and communication disabilities,
instructional methods, classroom accommodations, and assessment techniques that support these learners.
Understanding these components is essential for creating inclusive learning environments that foster
communication skills and academic success. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of best
practices and practical recommendations for educators.
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Understanding Language and Communication Disabilities

Language and communication disabilities encompass a range of disorders that affect an individual's ability to
comprehend or use language effectively. These disabilities include expressive and receptive language disorders,
speech sound disorders, social communication disorders, and fluency disorders such as stuttering. Teaching
students with language and communication disabilities requires a clear understanding of the characteristics
and challenges associated with each type of disorder. Awareness of these distinctions helps educators develop
appropriate instructional plans and interventions.

Types of Language and Communication Disabilities

Language and communication disabilities vary in presentation and impact. Expressive language disorders impair
the ability to convey thoughts and ideas verbally or in writing, while receptive language disorders affect
understanding and processing of spoken or written language. Speech sound disorders involve difficulties
producing sounds correctly, which can hinder intelligibility. Social communication disorders affect pragmatic
language skills, making it difficult for students to engage in appropriate social interactions. Fluency disorders,
such as stuttering, disrupt the flow of speech, impacting communication confidence and effectiveness.

Causes and Identification

Causes of language and communication disabilities can be developmental, neurological, genetic, or
environmental. Early identification is critical to providing timely support. Screening and assessment by speech-
language pathologists and educators help identify students who require intervention. Recognizing signs such as
delayed speech development, difficulty following directions, or limited vocabulary is essential for referral and
diagnosis.



Instructional Strategies for Teaching Students with Language and
Communication Disabilities

Effective teaching strategies accommodate the diverse needs of students with language and communication
disabilities. Instruction should emphasize clear, structured, and multisensory approaches that enhance
comprehension and expression. Consistent use of evidence-based methods can improve language skills,
vocabulary acquisition, and social communication abilities.

Explicit Language Instruction

Explicit language instruction involves direct teaching of vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, and
language functions. Breaking down complex language tasks into manageable steps helps students grasp and
apply new concepts. Repetition and practice in varied contexts reinforce learning and retention. Visual aids,
graphic organizers, and modeling support understanding and production of language.

Use of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) systems provide essential support for students with
severe communication impairments. AAC includes tools such as picture exchange systems, speech-generating
devices, and communication boards. Incorporating AAC into instruction enables students to participate
actively in classroom discussions and express their needs effectively.

Promoting Social Communication Skills

Social communication is vital for peer interaction and academic collaboration. Teaching pragmatic language
skills involves role-playing, social stories, and structured group activities. Educators should provide
explicit instruction on conversational rules, turn-taking, and interpreting nonverbal cues. Encouraging peer
support and inclusive group work fosters social integration.

Classroom Accommodations and Supports

Creating an inclusive classroom environment involves accommodations that reduce barriers to communication
and learning. These supports help students with language and communication disabilities access the curriculum
and demonstrate their knowledge.

Environmental Modifications

Classroom modifications may include preferential seating to reduce distractions, visual schedules to aid
comprehension, and reduced background noise to improve auditory processing. Clear, concise instructions and
the use of consistent routines enhance predictability and reduce anxiety.

Instructional Accommodations

Instructional accommodations involve adjusting teaching methods and materials. Examples include providing
written and oral instructions, allowing extended time for assignments and tests, and using simplified language.
Breaking tasks into smaller segments and offering frequent feedback support student success.



Assistive Technology

Assistive technology tools facilitate communication and learning for students with language disabilities.
Text-to-speech software, speech recognition programs, and electronic organizers are valuable resources.
These technologies enable students to access content, complete assignments, and communicate more effectively.

Assessment and Progress Monitoring

Ongoing assessment and progress monitoring are crucial for evaluating the effectiveness of instruction and
interventions. Teaching students with language and communication disabilities requires the use of appropriate
assessment tools that capture both language abilities and functional communication skills.

Formal and Informal Assessments

Formal assessments conducted by speech-language pathologists and educators provide standardized measures
of language skills. Informal assessments, such as observations, language samples, and checklists, offer
insights into daily communication functioning. Combining multiple assessment methods ensures a comprehensive
understanding of student needs.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) Goals

Assessment data inform the development of Individualized Education Program (IEP) goals tailored to each
student's specific language and communication challenges. Goals should be measurable, achievable, and
relevant to academic and social contexts. Regular review and revision of goals based on progress monitoring
help maintain appropriate instructional focus.

Collaboration and Professional Development

Successful teaching of students with language and communication disabilities depends on collaboration among
educators, specialists, families, and the students themselves. Professional development equips educators with
the knowledge and skills necessary to implement effective strategies and accommodations.

Interdisciplinary Team Approach

An interdisciplinary approach involves speech-language pathologists, special education teachers, general
educators, and other professionals working together to support students. Collaborative planning ensures
consistent implementation of strategies across settings and maximizes student outcomes.

Family Engagement

Engaging families in the educational process promotes continuity of support. Providing families with resources,
training, and communication opportunities fosters a collaborative partnership that benefits the student's
language and communication development.

Ongoing Professional Development

Continued professional learning opportunities allow educators to stay current with research-based practices
and emerging technologies. Workshops, seminars, and peer collaboration enhance teacher effectiveness in



addressing the diverse needs of students with language and communication disabilities.

Understand the various types of language and communication disabilities

Implement explicit language instruction and use AAC tools

Provide classroom accommodations and environmental supports

Use comprehensive assessments to guide instruction

Collaborate with professionals and families for holistic support

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies for teaching students with language and
communication disabilities?

Effective strategies include using visual aids, simplifying language, incorporating multisensory activities,
providing clear and concise instructions, and allowing extra processing time.

How can teachers assess the needs of students with language and
communication disabilities?

Teachers can assess needs through observations, standardized language assessments, speech-language
evaluations, and collaboration with speech-language pathologists.

What role does assistive technology play in supporting students with
language and communication disabilities?

Assistive technology, such as speech-to-text software, communication devices, and interactive apps, helps
enhance communication, improve participation, and support language development.

How can teachers create an inclusive classroom environment for students
with language and communication disabilities?

Teachers can create an inclusive environment by fostering peer support, promoting patience and understanding,
adapting materials, and encouraging alternative communication methods.

What are common challenges faced by students with language and
communication disabilities in the classroom?

Common challenges include difficulty understanding instructions, expressing thoughts clearly, social
interaction barriers, and struggles with reading and writing tasks.

How can collaboration between teachers and speech-language pathologists
improve outcomes for students?

Collaboration allows for tailored interventions, consistent support strategies, shared progress monitoring,



and integrated goals that address both academic and communication needs.

What are some signs that a student might have a language or
communication disability?

Signs include delayed speech development, difficulty following directions, limited vocabulary, trouble
organizing sentences, and challenges in social communication.

How can parents support their children with language and communication
disabilities at home?

Parents can support by engaging in regular reading, encouraging conversation, using clear and simple language,
practicing speech exercises recommended by therapists, and maintaining open communication with educators.

What modifications can be made to classroom instruction to better
support students with language and communication disabilities?

Modifications include using visual schedules, breaking tasks into smaller steps, providing written and verbal
instructions, incorporating repetition and review, and allowing alternative forms of responses.

Additional Resources
1. Language Disorders in Children: Fundamental Concepts of Assessment and Intervention
This book provides a comprehensive overview of language disorders in children, focusing on assessment and
intervention strategies. It covers various types of language impairments and offers practical techniques for
educators and speech-language pathologists. The text emphasizes evidence-based practices to support effective
teaching for students with communication challenges.

2. Teaching Language and Literacy to Students with Special Needs
This resource offers strategies for teaching language and literacy skills to students with diverse learning
needs, including those with communication disabilities. It integrates theoretical knowledge with practical
classroom applications, highlighting differentiated instruction methods. Educators will find numerous examples
and activities tailored to support language development.

3. Communication Disorders: A Clinical Evidence-Based Approach
Focusing on clinical and educational perspectives, this book examines communication disorders and their impact
on learning. It provides evidence-based interventions and diagnostic tools to assist teachers and clinicians. The
text is designed to enhance understanding of various speech and language impairments and improve communication
outcomes for students.

4. Supporting Students with Language and Communication Disabilities: A Guide for Educators
This guide offers actionable strategies to help educators support students facing language and communication
difficulties. It includes insights on classroom accommodations, individualized instruction, and collaborative
approaches with speech therapists. The book aims to foster inclusive learning environments that address
students' unique communication needs.

5. Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Supporting Children and Adults with Complex Communication
Needs
This book explores augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) methods to assist individuals with
severe communication impairments. It covers technology-based and low-tech AAC systems, providing practical
guidance for implementation in educational settings. Teachers will learn how to integrate AAC tools to
enhance student participation and learning.

6. Language Intervention Strategies in Aphasia and Related Neurogenic Communication Disorders
While primarily focused on aphasia, this book offers valuable intervention strategies applicable to students



with acquired communication disabilities. It presents assessment techniques and therapy approaches that can be
adapted for educational contexts. The text bridges clinical research and classroom practice for improved
language support.

7. Social Communication Intervention for School-Age Children: Theory, Practice, and Research
This book addresses social communication challenges often experienced by students with language disabilities,
including pragmatic language deficits. It provides a blend of theoretical background and practical intervention
methods tailored for school settings. Educators will find tools to enhance social interaction skills and peer
relationships.

8. Teaching Students with Speech and Language Difficulties: A Practical Guide
Designed for classroom teachers, this guide covers the identification and support of students with speech and
language difficulties. It includes strategies to modify instruction, facilitate communication, and collaborate
with speech-language professionals. The book emphasizes creating supportive learning environments to promote
student success.

9. Language Development and Disorders: A Case Study Approach
Using real-life case studies, this book explores language development milestones and disorders in children. It
provides detailed analyses and intervention recommendations relevant to educators and clinicians. The case-
based format helps readers apply theoretical knowledge to practical scenarios involving students with
communication disabilities.
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  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students with
Language and Communication Disabilities S. Jay Kuder, 1997 This book has been written with
special education teachers in mind. There is a strong research base yet the material is very
accessible. There are numerous case studies that illustrate the impact of language disorders on
students and on classrooms. Activities at the end of chapters provide suggestions for group or
individual projects. This book takes a categorical approach, including descriptions of language
disabilities by category of disability. For professionals working in the field of special education.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students with
Language and Communication Disabilities Murphy Lane, 2019-06-12 Language disorders refer to
the disorders in the processing of linguistic information. Problems can manifest in terms of
difficulties in grammar, semantics, or other aspects of language. These problems may involve
impaired language comprehension or production or a combination of both. Specific language
impairment and aphasia are some examples. It can extend to spoken and written languages, as well
as sign languages. Speech and language impairment are communication disorders involving issues
in language, hearing, speech and fluency. Some of these issues can be stuttering or difficulties in
creating certain sounds, problems in the processing of linguistic information, grammar, syntax, etc.
Students with language and communication disorders will benefit from special approaches to
teaching that are goal-based, research-based or guided by student performance. There are special
schools for providing education to children with special needs. This book provides comprehensive
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insights into the education of students with language and communication disorders. It elucidates
new strategies and techniques of teaching in a comprehensive manner. This book will serve as a
reference to a broad spectrum of readers.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students
with Language and Communication Disabilities S. Jay Kuder, 2003 Divided into three sections,
the text examines research with a focus on application to school-age students, and then analyzes the
language difficulties associated with specific disability types. The third section focuses on
contemporary assessment and instructional strategies. Kuder emphasizes research-based
instructional techniques and discusses several new methods, including technology-based
approaches.--BOOK JACKET.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students
with Language and Communication Disabilities S. Jay Kuder, 2017-03-01
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students
with Language and Communication Disabilities S. Jay Kuder, 2017-03-02 Note: This is the
bound book only and does not include access to the Enhanced Pearson eText. To order the Enhanced
Pearson eText packaged with a bound book, use ISBN 0134471881. A practical approach to
identifying, understanding, and helping students with language difficulties achieve success in school
and beyond. With an emphasis on the connection between language and literacy, Teaching Students
with Language and Communication Disabilities explores language development and language
disorders within the context of specific disabilities. The book is designed to help teachers and other
professionals acquire knowledge about language, language development, language disorders, and
evidence-based practices for enhancing language skills that will enable them to become more
effective teachers and/or clinicians. Student vignettes, teacher perspectives, activities, and literacy
sections foster the application of concepts to real classroom situations. The Fifth Edition includes
reconceptualized chapters that use the Response to Intervention (RtI) model as as the framework for
classroom-based language assessment and instructional methods. Expanded discussions of emerging
teaching technologies and the latest research literature are included throughout the book. The
Enhanced Pearson eText version of the text features embedded videos, check your understanding
quizzes, and application exercises. Improve mastery and retention with the Enhanced Pearson eText
The Enhanced Pearson eText provides a rich, interactive learning environment designed to improve
student mastery of content. The Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. The new interactive,
multimedia learning features were developed by the authors and other subject-matter experts to
deepen and enrich the learning experience.* Convenient. Enjoy instant online access from your
computer or download the Pearson eText App to read on or offline on your iPad® and Android®
tablet.** Affordable. Experience the advantages of the Enhanced Pearson eText along with all the
benefits of print for 40% to 50% less than a print bound book. * The Enhanced eText features are
only available in the Pearson eText format. They are not available in third-party eTexts or
downloads. *The Pearson eText App is available on Google Play and in the App Store. It requires
Android OS 3.1-4, a 7” or 10” tablet, or iPad iOS 5.0 or later.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students With
Language and Communication Disabilities Enhanced Pearson Etext Access Card S. Jay Kuder,
2017-01-29 This access code card provides access to the Enhanced Pearson eText. A practical
approach to identifying, understanding, and helping students with language difficulties achieve
success in school and beyond. With an emphasis on the connection between language and literacy,
Teaching Students with Language and Communication Disabilities explores language development
and language disorders within the context of specific disabilities. The book is designed to help
teachers and other professionals acquire knowledge about language, language development,
language disorders, and evidence-based practices for enhancing language skills that will enable
them to become more effective teachers and/or clinicians. Student vignettes, teacher perspectives,
activities, and literacy sections foster the application of concepts to real classroom situations. The
Fifth Edition includes reconceptualized chapters that use the Response to Intervention (RtI) model



as as the framework for classroom-based language assessment and instructional methods. Expanded
discussions of emerging teaching technologies and the latest research literature are included
throughout the book. The Enhanced Pearson eText version of the text features embedded videos,
check your understanding quizzes, and application exercises. Improve mastery and retention with
the Enhanced Pearson eText This access code card provides access to the new Enhanced Pearson
eText, a rich, interactive learning environment designed to improve student mastery of content. The
Enhanced Pearson eText is: Engaging. The new interactive, multimedia learning features were
developed by the authors and other subject-matter experts to deepen and enrich the learning
experience.* Convenient. Enjoy instant online access from your computer or download the Pearson
eText App to read on or offline on your iPad(R) and Android(R) tablet.** Affordable. Experience the
advantages of the Enhanced Pearson eText along with all the benefits of print for 40% to 50% less
than a print bound book. * The Enhanced eText features are only available in the Pearson eText
format. They are not available in third-party eTexts or downloads. *The Pearson eText App is
available on Google Play and in the App Store. It requires Android OS 3.1-4, a 7 or 10 tablet, or iPad
iOS 5.0 or later.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Teaching Students With
Communication Disorders Jim Ysseldyke, Bob Algozzine, 2006-03-24 Strengthen the spoken and
written expression of students with speech and language disorders! Communication disorders
affecting speech and language rank as the second most common reason students receive special
education. How can special and general education teachers help these students achieve successful
outcomes academically and in their interpersonal relationships? What instructional approaches
provide the most beneficial learning experiences, and help build confidence and self-esteem?
Teaching Students With Communication Disorders offers tools to help educators identify
communication disorders, distinguish speech from language impairments, reduce common
communication problems, and eliminate negative stereotypes. Providing a pretest, posttest, key
vocabulary terms, and additional resources to help teachers and speech therapists increase their
understanding about communication disorders and effective intervention strategies, this valuable
resource highlights: Criteria for identifying speech and language disorders Cognitive, academic,
physical, behavioral, and communication characteristics of common communication disorders
Appropriate teaching and class management strategies Trends and issues influencing instructional
approaches and the delivery of speech and language services
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Language Disorders
from Infancy Through Adolescence - E-Book Rhea Paul, Courtenay Norbury, Carolyn Gosse,
2017-11-15 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 with Essential Purchase designation in
Communication Sciences & Disorders** Spanning the entire childhood developmental period,
Language Disorders from Infancy Through Adolescence, 5th Edition is the go-to text for learning
how to properly assess childhood language disorders and provide appropriate treatment. The most
comprehensive title available on childhood language disorders, it uses a descriptive-developmental
approach to present basic concepts and vocabulary, an overview of key issues and controversies, the
scope of communicative difficulties that make up child language disorders, and information on how
language pathologists approach the assessment and intervention processes. This new edition also
features significant updates in research, trends, social skills assessment, and instruction best
practices. - Clinical application focus featuring case studies, clinical vignettes, and suggested
projects helps you apply concepts to professional practice. - UNIQUE! Practice exercises with
sample transcripts allow you to apply different methods of analysis. - UNIQUE! Helpful study guides
at the end of each chapter help you review and apply what you have learned. - Highly regarded lead
author who is an expert in language disorders in children provides authoritative guidance on the
diagnosis and management of pediatric language disorders. - More than 230 tables and boxes
summarize important information such as dialogue examples, sample assessment plans, assessment
and intervention principles, activities, and sample transcripts. - Student/Professional Resources on
Evolve include an image bank, video clips, and references linked to PubMed. - NEW! Common core



standards for language arts incorporated into the preschool and school-age chapters. - NEW!
Updated content features the latest research, theories, trends and techniques in the field. -
Information on preparing high-functioning students with autism for college - Social skills training for
students with autism - The role of the speech-language pathologist on school literacy teams and in
response to intervention - Emerging theories of etiology and psychopathology added to Models of
Child Language Disorders chapter - Use of emerging technologies for assessment and intervention
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Handbook of
Research on Software for Gifted and Talented School Activities in K-12 Classrooms Ikuta,
Shigeru, 2019-12-27 As technology continues to play a pivotal role in society, education is a field
that has become heavily influenced by these advancements. New learning methods are rapidly
emerging and being implemented into classrooms across the world using software that is low cost
and easy to handle. These tools are crucial in creating skillful learning techniques in classrooms, yet
there is a lack of information and research on the subject. The Handbook of Research on Software
for Gifted and Talented School Activities in K-12 Classrooms is an essential reference source that
discusses newly developed but easy-to-handle and less costly software and tools and their
implementation in real 21st-century classrooms worldwide. The book also helps and supports
teachers to conduct gifted and talented school activities in K-12 classrooms. Featuring research on
topics such as educational philosophy and skillful learning techniques, this book is ideally designed
for software developers, educators, researchers, psychologists, instructional designers, curriculum
developers, principals, academicians, and students seeking coverage on the emerging role that
newly developed software plays in early education.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: What Teachers Need to
Know about Students with Disabilities Peter S. Westwood, Peter Westwood, 2009 Provides an
overview of the disabilities that teachers may encounter in their classrooms. Explains how
disabilities impact on students' learning and development. Covers intellectual disability, autism,
Asperger syndrome, other pervasive develomental disorders, physical and health impairments, vision
and hearing impairments, language and learning disorders, and emotional and behavioural
disorders.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: The SAGE Handbook
of Developmental Disorders Patricia Howlin, Tony Charman, Mohammad Ghaziuddin, 2011-01-31
Over the last four decades, breakthroughs in genetic knowledge, together with the emergence of
disciplines devoted to the scientific study of developmental disorders have resulted in much greater
awareness of the many different behavioural and genetic phenotypes involved. It is now evident that
not only do different disorders have different causes and different manifestations, but different
neurological and biochemical bases, different responses to intervention, and different life courses.
Reflecting the enormous changes that have taken place in our knowledge and understanding of
developmental disorders, this groundbreaking international volume brings this vast and complex
field together for the first time. The Editors have collected together the world′s leading academic
scholars and clinicians, to explore how current research across a range of different disciplines can
inform clinical practice and help to improve the lives of individuals and their families.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Special Education in
Contemporary Society Richard M. Gargiulo, 2012 Special Education in Contemporary Society: An
Introduction to Exceptionality is designed for use by preservice and inservice teachers who will
teach students with special needs in the general classroom. The text provides a rare glimpse into the
lives of persons with exceptionalities, including their families and teachers. Focusing on human
exceptionalities across the life span, the text employs a traditional organization beginning with four
foundations chapters that introduce teachers to special education, followed by 10 categorical
chapters each on a different disability. Each categorical chapter features sections on transition,
cultural diversity, technology, instructional strategies, and family considerations.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Language
Development and Disorders Carol A. Angell, 2009 Prepare your students for clinical interactions



with this one-of-a-kind guide!Special education and speech/language therapy students need to know
how to apply their knowledge in practical settings to effectively prepare for and practice in their
future careers as professionals. The use of case studies in this text will allow students to discuss and
apply their knowledge in controlled settings to prepare them for real-life clinical applications. The
problem-based instruction format is the best method for building students' knowledge while
enhancing critical thinking skills in preliminary application situations.This book provides
informational chapters containing overview information related to speech and language
development and speech and language disorders followed by transcribed real-life case studies of
both typical and atypical speech and language development. When possible, the companion audio or
visual recordings provide additional information to the transcribed examples. By reading transcribed
conversations of students at various ages, readers will be able to identify components of language
development as well as intricate issues that may arise when a disorder is present. Every student
should have this book!
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: The Special Educator′s
Guide to Assessment Tara S. Guerriero, Mary A. Houser, Vicki A. McGinley, 2020-07-23 Special
education students often learn about the characteristics of disabilities, but can lack an
understanding of the relationship between diagnostic assessment and eligibility for special
education services. The Special Educator′s Guide to Assessment: A Comprehensive Overview by
IDEA Disability Category focuses on the role that assessment plays in the diagnosis of a disability,
determination of eligibility for special education services, and education of students with disabilities
to provide a meaningful interconnection between assessment concepts and classroom application for
teachers. Authors Tara S. Guerriero, Mary A. Houser, and Vicki A. McGinley want to ensure that
future special education teachers have the preparation to provide comprehensive instruction to P-12
students through this text. While special education teachers are often not the ones conducting
comprehensive evaluations, it is paramount that they understand their students’ individual
characteristics, and understand how assessment is used to determine diagnosis and eligibility.
Framing the text around The Individuals with Disabilities Act (IDEA) provides students with concrete
standards by which all disabilities are evaluated and regulated in our public educational system. Part
I introduces the basic topics of assessment, ethics, and assessment types. Part II moves on to
provide diagnostic and eligibility criteria according to IDEA categories that are most commonly
diagnosed in an educational setting while Part III describes the criteria for IDEA categories most
commonly diagnosed in a medical setting. Features like case studies and sample comprehensive
evaluations help bring to life assessment and how it applies in real classrooms. Included with this
title: The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access
to all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint®
slides.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Creating Compassionate
Classrooms: Understanding the Continuum of Disabilities and Effective Educational Interventions
Nicholas D. Young, Angela C.Fain, Teresa A. Citro, 2019-05-02 Throughout the chapters of this book,
the reader will be introduced to the thirteen disability categories included in IDEA (specific learning
disabilities, emotional/behavioral disorders, autism, other health impaired, intellectually disabled,
multiple disabilities, speech or language impairments, traumatic brain injury, hearing impairment,
deaf/blind, deafness, visual impairment, and orthopedic impairment), using the legally established
definitions. Lengthy descriptions of best practices, modifications and accommodations follow,
offering a complete picture of each disability and how educators and parents collaboratively can
assist the struggling student. To set the stage, the book begins with chapters that discuss special
education in general, response to intervention as an intermediary step in the academic continuum of
support, and the individualized education plan process. Subsequent chapters examine each of the
thirteen aforementioned IDEA disability categories, which have not been commonly incorporated
into one comprehensive resource; however, for the sake of brevity, some disability categories have
been combined when doing so did not impact practice implications. Emphasis is placed on effective



classroom strategies and interventions associated with each disability category with the intent of
providing practitioners and those who support them with the information and tools necessary to
support students with identified educational needs. To the extent possible, the primary authors
sought to ensure this resource was practical and user-friendly for educators who work directly with
students with the range of recognized disabilities. This book demystifies the special education
process and disability categories as well as offers educators and their families the tools to help our
students, who have one or more disabilities, find life-long success. Ensuring the best for our students
with disabilities requires that we first acknowledge and support the hard work and deep
commitment of those professionals and parents/guardians who devote their lives to teaching,
reaching, mentoring and advocating for those most vulnerable in our classrooms.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Reading
Fundamentals for Students with Learning Difficulties Sheri Berkeley, Sharon Ray, 2019-12-06
Reading Fundamentals for Students with Learning Difficulties is a foundational resource on reading
instruction for students with learning difficulties. This comprehensive, practical textbook provides
fundamental information related to typical and atypical reading development, reading instruction
within K-12 classrooms, and how to identify reading problems and provide interventions to a wide
range of students who struggle to learn. Throughout the text, cutting edge research on reading
instruction for students with learning disabilities and English Learners is translated to practice,
making it accessible to even the most novice teachers. Each section concludes with application
activities, including self-tests and discussion prompts, to reinforce learning.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Working with Students
with Disabilities Theresa A. Quigney, Jeannine R. Studer, 2016-01-22 Like no other book available,
Working with Students with Disabilities: A Guide for School Counselors provides comprehensive
coverage of school counselors’ roles in special education and working with students with disabilities
and connects that coverage to both the ASCA national model and CACREP standards. In Working
with Students with Disabilities, school counselors will find thoughtful analyses of the legal and
regulatory basis for many of the practices in special education, including an overview of pertinent
laws including the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act. They’ll gain an in-depth understanding of the leadership role that school
counselors should play in supporting students, teachers, and families, and they’ll also come away
with an understanding of the common challenges—like bullying, cyberbullying, and successful
transitioning from high school to adult life— to which students with disabilities may be more
vulnerable, as well as less common challenges such as behavioral difficulties, autism spectrum
disorders, and many more.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: EVALUATION AND
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING OF STUDENTS WITH DEAFBLINDNESS AND SEVERE
DISABILITIES Carroll J. Jones, 2001-01-01 The special education area of deafblind severe
disabilities is a highly specialized area involving a close working relationship among medical and
educational professionals. In this book, author Jones presents a very complete package of
information for the educator of children with severe disabilities. The book includes detailed
diagnostic information so that the teacher will understand the physical, mental, social, and
educational status of the student. The materials allow the teacher to plan for skill development
based on the specific deficits of the child in relation to the skills needed. The main features of this
new Second Edition remain to provide a teacher-training text and resource volume for teachers and
other professionals serving not only students with deafblindness and severe disabilities but also
children of any disability functioning within the sensorimotor stage of development. The new edition
also provides, under one cover, theoretical background information, medical information, diagnostic
information, and specific instructional information for classroom teachers and related service
professionals to use in determining functional abilities for program planning and writing IEPs,
collecting data to monitor IEPs, and ideas for hands-on materials that teachers can create and use
for instruction in their classrooms. Each chapter begins with a brief outline, discusses background



medical information and theory; discusses evaluation, diagnosis, programming, and IEP monitoring;
and ends with a summary. Also included are the new research and developments in the field and an
expanded view of motor skills. Tables have been reformatted at the back of each chapter. A major
addition to this text is the focus on 'Snoezelen' which includes developing a Snoezelen resource
room, designing the room with placement of the special materials, and specific ways of using the
Snoezelen room and the sensory stimulation materials for relaxation, leisure and enjoyment.
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Creating Successful
Learning Environments for African American Learners With Exceptionalities Festus E.
Obiakor, Bridgie Alexis Ford, 2002-06-18 Discover the key strategies to empowering African
American students with exceptionalities! Central to the teaching and learning of African American
students is an understanding of their cultures, background experiences, and perspectives, while
applying this understanding to the design, implementation, and assessment of educational programs.
This comprehensive, culturally responsive approach is supported by straightforward and in-depth
contributions from more than 25 leading scholars and practitioners featured in this book. The guide
focuses on specific, innovative methods for maximizing the learning opportunities and outcomes of
African American students—from dealing with foundational issues such as accountability,
categorization, and legal implications, to managing learning environments and enhancing school
practices through teacher preparation and early childhood programs. By providing concrete
rationales and solutions for maximizing the intellectual, academic, and social achievement of African
American learners, this groundbreaking text presents the tools necessary for meeting the needs of
these students, including: Assessment and instructional techniques for general and special education
programs, including discussions on specific learning disabilities Intervention tactics for behavioral
issues Tips for utilizing family and community resources to complement the classroom Strategies for
enhancing students′ communication skills and maximizing the potential of gifted and talented
learners
  teaching students with language and communication disabilities: Parents and Families
of Students With Special Needs Vicki A. McGinley, Melina Alexander, 2017-01-05 Parents and
Families of Students With Special Needs: Collaborating Across the Age Span teaches students the
skills they need to effectively collaborate with parents and families to ensure a child's success in the
classroom. Authors Vicki A. McGinley and Melina Alexander’s text takes a lifespan approach with a
special emphasis on the critical transition points in a child’s life. Information is provided on what can
be seen at each stage of an individual with disabilities’ development, and addresses concerns and
needs that families may have during these unique phases of growth. Chapters written by professors
and professionals who are also parents of students with special needs bring a diverse range of voices
into the narrative. The authors provide an in-depth discussion of how parents and families are
affected by particular disabilities, family system theory, the laws that affect individuals with
disabilities, and assessments for individuals with disabilities.
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