teacher braids students hair

teacher braids students hair is a practice that has gained attention for its cultural, social, and educational
implications. This act, often seen in classrooms, extends beyond mere hairstyling; it fosters connections
between educators and students, promotes inclusivity, and can be a form of cultural expression.
Understanding the context and significance of a teacher braiding students’ hair involves exploring its
historical background, the impact on student-teacher relationships, and the practical considerations involved.
This article delves into why some teachers braid students’ hair, the benefits and controversies surrounding
the practice, and offers guidelines for educators interested in this form of engagement. The following

sections detail these aspects to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic.

The Cultural Significance of Teacher Braids Students Hair

Benefits of Teachers Braiding Students’ Hair

Challenges and Controversies

Guidelines and Best Practices for Teachers

Practical Tips for Braiding in the Classroom

The Cultural Significance of Teacher Braids Students Hair

The act of a teacher braiding students’ hair can carry deep cultural meanings, especially within
communities where braiding is a traditional practice. Braids have been used for centuries across various
cultures as a symbol of identity, heritage, and social status. When teachers engage in braiding, it often
reflects respect and acknowledgment of cultural traditions, helping to create an inclusive learning

environment.

Historical Background of Hair Braiding

Hair braiding dates back thousands of years and has been practiced by different civilizations worldwide. In
African cultures, braiding is a communal activity that signifies belonging and can indicate age, marital
status, or tribal affiliation. By braiding students’ hair, teachers may help preserve these cultural narratives

and promote appreciation for diversity.



Hair Braiding as a Form of Cultural Expression

For many students, especially those from marginalized communities, hair textures and styles like braids are
integral to their identity. A teacher braiding students’ hair can be a powerful gesture of cultural acceptance
and support. This act demonstrates that educators value the cultural backgrounds of their students, which

can enhance students’ sense of belonging and self-esteem within the school environment.

Benefits of Teachers Braiding Students’ Hair

Teacher braids students hair practice offers numerous benefits that extend beyond aesthetics. It can

positively influence student well-being, classroom dynamics, and the overall educational experience.

Strengthening Teacher-Student Relationships

Physical touch, such as braiding hair, can build trust and rapport between teachers and students. Engaging
in this activity allows for meaningful interaction, creating a nurturing atmosphere where students feel

cared for and supported.

Promoting Inclusivity and Diversity

By participating in hair braiding, teachers demonstrate cultural sensitivity and openness to diverse

backgrounds. This can foster an inclusive classroom culture where all students feel respected and valued.

Encouraging Self-Care and Grooming Habits

Teachers who braid students’ hair can also educate them about hair care and maintenance, promoting
healthy grooming habits. This education is especially important for children with natural or textured hair,

ensuring they understand how to care for their hair properly.

Enhancing Classroom Engagement

When students feel comfortable and connected with their teachers, their engagement and participation in



class activities often improve. The trust built through such personal interactions can lead to a more positive

learning environment.

Challenges and Controversies

Despite its benefits, the practice of teacher braids students hair can also present challenges and spark debate.

It is essential to recognize and address these concerns thoughtfully.

Boundaries and Professionalism

One of the primary concerns is maintaining appropriate boundaries between teachers and students. Some
argue that physical contact related to hair braiding could be misconstrued or cross professional lines. Schools

and educators must navigate these boundaries carefully to uphold professionalism.

Consent and Comfort Levels

Not all students or parents may feel comfortable with teachers braiding hair. Consent is crucial, and
educators should always seek permission from students and, where appropriate, their guardians before

engaging in hair braiding.

Time Constraints and Practicality

In busy classroom settings, dedicating time to braid hair can be challenging. Teachers must balance this

activity with instructional responsibilities and ensure it does not disrupt the learning process.

Guidelines and Best Practices for Teachers

To ensure that teacher braids students hair remains a positive and respectful practice, educators should

adhere to clear guidelines and best practices.



Obtain Explicit Consent

Always ask for permission from students and, if applicable, their parents or guardians before braiding hair.

Respect any decision to decline without pressure or judgment.

Maintain Professional Boundaries

Limit hair braiding to appropriate times and settings, such as during recess or designated breaks. Avoid any

actions that could be perceived as invasive or uncomfortable for students.

Be Culturally Sensitive

Educate yourself about the cultural significance of braiding styles specific to your students’ backgrounds.

This knowledge will help you approach the practice with respect and authenticity.

Use Clean and Safe Tools

Ensure that any hair accessories or tools used are clean and safe to prevent scalp irritation or infections.

Hygiene is critical when handling students’ hair.

Respect Individual Hair Types and Preferences

Recognize the diversity of hair textures and styles, and avoid imposing specific looks. Allow students to

express their personal style preferences.

Practical Tips for Braiding in the Classroom

Implementing hair braiding in a school setting requires practical considerations to make the process smooth

and enjoyable for both teachers and students.

1. Set Aside Appropriate Time: Allocate specific times during the day or week for braiding activities to



avoid disrupting lessons.

2. Create a Comfortable Space: Arrange a designated area with proper seating and lighting for braiding

sessions.
3. Gather Necessary Supplies: Have combs, brushes, hair ties, and hair-friendly products on hand.

4. Practice Braiding Skills: Teachers may benefit from learning various braiding techniques to

accommodate different hair types.

5. Encourage Student Participation: Invite students to share their favorite styles or teach peers,

fostering a collaborative environment.

6. Maintain Cleanliness: Sanitize tools and clean the braiding area regularly.

By following these tips, teachers can effectively incorporate hair braiding into their routine, enhancing

student engagement while respecting classroom management needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it appropriate for a teacher to braid a student's hair?

Whether it is appropriate depends on the school's policies, the context, and obtaining parental consent.
Generally, physical contact like hair braiding should be approached with caution to maintain professional

boundaries.

What are the benefits of a teacher braiding a student's hair?

Braiding a student's hair can help build rapport and trust, show care and support, and promote a positive

classroom environment if done respectfully and with consent.

Are there any risks involved when a teacher braids a student's hair?

Yes, risks include potential misunderstandings about boundaries, accusations of inappropriate behavior, and

violating school policies if done without proper consent or supervision.

How should teachers seek permission before braiding a student's hair?

Teachers should communicate with the student and their parents or guardians, explaining the intention

and obtaining explicit consent to ensure transparency and avoid misunderstandings.



Can braiding a student's hair be part of cultural or educational activities?

Yes, braiding hair can be incorporated into lessons about cultural traditions, history, or art, provided it is

done respectfully and with students' and parents' consent.

‘What alternatives can teachers consider instead of braiding students' hair?

Teachers can consider organizing hair care workshops, inviting professionals for demonstrations, or

encouraging students to braid their own hair as part of extracurricular activities.

How do school policies typically address physical contact like hair
braiding?

Many schools have strict policies limiting physical contact between teachers and students to prevent

misunderstandings, often requiring explicit consent and supervision if such actions are allowed.

‘What should a teacher do if a student requests to have their hair braided?

The teacher should assess the request carefully, seek parental consent, ensure it complies with school

policies, and consider alternatives before proceeding to maintain professionalism and safety.

Additional Resources

1. The Braided Bond: A Teacher’s Touch

This heartfelt story explores the unique relationship between a caring teacher and her students through
the simple act of braiding hair. Each braid symbolizes trust, patience, and the growth of a nurturing
classroom environment. Readers will discover how small gestures can build strong connections and

positively impact young lives.

2. Strands of Kindness: When Teachers Braid More Than Hair

In this touching narrative, a teacher’s tradition of braiding her students’ hair becomes a metaphor for
weaving kindness and confidence into their daily lives. The book highlights the cultural significance of
hair braiding and the power of personal attention in education. It’s a celebration of diversity, care, and

community within the school.

3. Braids and Lessons: A Teacher’s Story of Care
This inspirational tale follows a teacher who uses hair braiding as a way to create a safe and inclusive space
for her students. Through each braid, lessons of self-respect, heritage, and friendship are shared. The story

emphasizes the importance of empathy and understanding in teaching.

4. The Teacher’s Braiding Chair

Set in a vibrant classroom, this book centers around a special chair where the teacher braids students’ hair



during breaks. It becomes a place of storytelling, laughter, and bonding, making the classroom feel more

like a family. The narrative beautifully illustrates how small rituals can foster meaningful relationships.

5. Knots of Trust: Hair Braiding in the Classroom
This book delves into the symbolic meaning behind hair braiding as a teacher connects with her students
on a deeper level. Each knot and braid represents growth, trust, and the weaving together of diverse

backgrounds. It’s an uplifting story about the power of care and cultural appreciation in education.

6. Braiding Hope: A Teacher’s Gift
In this moving story, a teacher’s skill in braiding hair becomes a source of hope and confidence for her
students. Through this nurturing act, students learn about self-love and resilience. The book highlights

how educators can make a difference beyond academics by addressing emotional and cultural needs.

1. Lessons in Every Braid
This narrative reveals the hidden lessons a teacher imparts while braiding her students’ hair — patience,
heritage, and pride. The classroom transforms into a place where students feel seen and valued. It’s a

celebration of traditions passed down and the special bonds formed in unexpected ways.

8. The Braids That Bind Us
A touching story about a teacher who uses hair braiding to bring her diverse group of students closer
together. Through shared stories and braiding sessions, they build a supportive community. The book

emphasizes unity, respect, and the beauty of cultural expression within education.

9. From Strands to Stories: A Teacher’s Braids
This book intertwines the art of hair braiding with storytelling, as a teacher shares tales of heritage and
hope while braiding her students’ hair. Each braid carries a story, fostering connection and understanding

in the classroom. It’s a warm, inspiring look at how educators can nurture identity and belonging.
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talents, and brilliance. This book calls willing and knowledgeable educators to disrupt and transform
their learning spaces by presenting: Detailed chapters rooted in scholarship, lived experiences, and
practice Activities, recommendations, shorter personal narratives, and poetry honoring Black Girls
Resources centering Black female protagonists Companion videos illustrating first-hand experiences
of Black Girls and women Tools in authentically connecting with Black Girls so they can do more
than survive - they can thrive.

teacher braids students hair: Methods for Teaching Travel Literature and Writing Eileen
Groom, 2005 The contributors to Methods for Teaching Travel Literature and Writing: Exploring the
World and Self discuss how and why they have integrated travel literature and writing into their
courses. Subjects range from the study of travel literature granting insight into how travel authors,
such as Bill Bryson and Paul Theroux, convince readers to buy into their worlds and reflect the
readers' positions in society, to contemplating the meanings of the words traveler and tourist. Other
chapters examine how actual traveling can shape students' writing and vice versa, whereas still
others address how the study of the genre and actually writing it promotes interdisciplinarity.

teacher braids students hair: A Teaching Assistant's Guide to Managing Behaviour in the
Classroom Susan Bentham, 2005 Using a range of case studies and discussed from a teaching
assistant perspective, this guide looks at common behaviour problems in the classroom, explaining
typical causes of misbehaviour and what can be done to tackle and tame disruptive pupils.

teacher braids students hair: Teachers' Applications of Banks' Typology of Ethnic Identity

Development and Curriculum Goals to Story Content and Classroom Discussion Louise M.
Tomlinson, 1996

teacher braids students hair: The Female Teacher on Television Andrew L. Grunzke, Rebecca
Z. Grunzke, 2025-06-12 This edited volume examines the ways in which the representation of female
teachers on television has developed from the advent of the medium up to the present day. Despite
the widely feminized nature of the teaching profession, the first depictions of female teachers on
television did not occur until over a century later. Contributors analyze a variety of programs
spanning time periods, audiences, and genre to provide insight into the past, present, and future
trajectory of increasingly multidimensional portrayals of female teachers. Scholars of television,
media, gender, women's, and cultural studies will find this book of particular interest.

teacher braids students hair: Teaching Selves Jane Danielewicz, 2001-07-19 Through the
experiences of six students who wish to become high school teachers, this book explores the process
of what it means to be a teacher and proposes ten principles for identity development.

teacher braids students hair: High-Stakes Teaching Terri Hebert, Sherry Durham, 2008-10-17
Based upon the research of 45 interviews conducted in Texas and Arkansas, High-Stakes Teaching
presents strategies that successfully blend child-centered and test-centered teaching into one focus,
creating a consistently high-quality instructional environment. The teachers described offer their
students an invitation to enter the realm of learning expectantly. Through their words, we visualize
the educational scaffolding process, as students foster a love and an appreciation of critical thinking
that promises to remain long after the last test question has been answered. Best practices emerge
and are shared with the reader. Reflective questions and commentaries provide educators an
opportunity to investigate their own philosophies of accountability testing and its place in the
classroom. This study offers the support and guidelines necessary to break the cycle of teaching to
the test. Let each educator teach so that every child can become an engaged learner, an explorer, an
individual who recognizes and respects the opportunities available from gaining a real education
that is not merely a cookie-cutter mantra.

teacher braids students hair: Teaching While Black Pamela Lewis, 2016-03-16 Teaching
should never be color-blind. In a world where many believe the best approach toward eradicating
racism is to feign ignorance of our palpable physical differences, a few have led the movement
toward convincing fellow educators not only to consider race but to use it as the very basis of their
teaching. This is what education activist and writer Pamela Lewis has set upon to do in her
compelling book, Teaching While Black: A New Voice on Race and Education in New York City. As



the title suggests, embracing blackness in the classroom can be threatening to many and thus
challenging to carry out in the present school system. Unapologetic and gritty, Teaching While Black
offers an insightful, honest portrayal of Lewis’s turbulent eleven-year relationship within the New
York City public school system and her fight to survive in a profession that has undervalued her
worth and her understanding of how children of color learn best. Tracing her educational journey
with its roots in the North Bronx, Lewis paints a vivid, intimate picture of her battle to be heard in a
system struggling to unlock the minds of the children it serves, while stifling the voices of teachers
of color who hold the key. The reader gains full access to a perspective that has been virtually
ignored since the No Child Left Behind Act, through which questions surrounding increased
resignation rates by teachers of color and failing test scores can be answered. Teaching While Black
is both a deeply personal narrative of a black woman'’s real-life experiences and a clarion call for
culturally responsive teaching. Lewis fearlessly addresses the reality of toxic school culture head-on
and gives readers an inside look at the inert bureaucracy, heavy-handed administrators, and
ineffective approach to pedagogy that prevent inner-city kids from learning. At the heart of Lewis’s
moving narrative is her passion. Each chapter delves deeper into the author’s conscious uncoupling
from the current trends in public education that diminish proven remedies for academic
underachievement, as observed from her own experiences as a teacher of students of color.
Teaching While Black summons everyone to re-examine what good teaching looks like. Through a
powerful vision, together with practical ideas and strategies for teachers navigating very difficult
waters, Lewis delivers hope for the future of teaching and learning in inner-city schools.

teacher braids students hair: Becoming the Educator They Need Robert Jackson, 2019-08-14
Winner of AM&P EXCEL Gold Award They don't care about their education. They are not capable of
learning. I can't work with them. I can't get through to them. Just as you may have thought these
things about your students, they, too, may have similar thoughts about you: She doesn't care about
my education. He is not capable of understanding me. I can't work with her. I can't get through to
him. While all students in your class, building, or school district need your support, the Black and
Latino male students—the most underserved, suspended, and expelled students in education—need
you to understand them as you support them so that they can thrive academically. In Becoming the
Educator They Need, former professional athlete turned educator Robert Jackson reminds teachers
and administrators that although a great majority of all the stories in the news about Black and
Latino males are negative, these young men—the most likely to be incarcerated, drop out of school,
and become victims of homicide—need you to work through any biases you may have and internalize
and employ the five core beliefs and mindsets necessary to best serve your Black and Latino male
students, the six core values for teaching Black and Latino males, and the 11 characteristics of
strong, healthy relationships and become the educator that these students need.

teacher braids students hair: The Palgrave Handbook of Global Citizenship and Education Ian
Davies, Li-Ching Ho, Dina Kiwan, Carla L. Peck, Andrew Peterson, Edda Sant, Yusef Waghid,
2018-01-11 This Handbook is a much needed international reference work, written by leading
writers in the field of global citizenship and education. It is based on the most recent research and
practice from across the world, with the 'Geographically-Based Overviews' section providing
summaries of global citizenship and education provided for Southern Africa, Australasia, Europe, the
Middle East, North America, Latin America, and East and South East Asia. The Handbook discusses,
in the 'Key Ideologies' section, the philosophies that influence the meaning of global citizenship and
education, including neo-liberalism and global capitalism; nationalism and internationalism; and
issues of post-colonialism, indigeneity, and transnationalism. Next, the 'Key Concepts' section
explores the ideas that underpin debates about global citizenship and education, with particular
attention paid to issues of justice, equity, diversity, identity, and sustainable development. With
these key concepts in place, the 'Principal Perspectives and Contexts' section turns to exploring
global citizenship and education from a wide variety of viewpoints, including economic, political,
cultural, moral, environmental, spiritual and religious, as well as taking into consideration issues of
ethnicity, gender and sexuality, and social class. Finally, the 'Key Issues in the Teaching of Global



Citizenship' section discusses how education can be provided through school subjects and study
abroad programmes, as well as through other means including social media and online assessment,
and political activism. This Handbook will be vital reading for academics, postgraduates and
advanced undergraduates in the fields of sociology and education, particularly those with an interest
in comparative studies.

teacher braids students hair: Can I Teach That? Suzanne Linder, Elizabeth Majerus,
2016-07-11 Can I Teach That? Negotiating Taboo Language and Controversial Topics in the
Language Arts Classroom is a collection of stories, strategies, advice, and documents collected for
teachers who are using or plan to use materials or implement policies they know may be
controversial. It is for any teacher dedicated to engaging their students in the complex, challenging,
and rewarding activities of reading and writing, for any teacher committed to speaking honestly with
students. For any teacher, period. Because when we decide to work with young people, when we
commit to sharing books and ideas that engage their hearts and minds, when we strive to get
adolescents to think critically and write honestly, we open ourselves up to suspicion and critique
from someone, somewhere, no matter how above reproach we feel our materials and strategies are.
Few language arts teachers will experience a full-blown challenge to the content of their curriculum,
but many may self-censor or suffer through awkward and challenging conversations with colleagues,
administrators, parents, and other members of their community. This book is for those times when
teachers are called on to defend and legitimize their use of controversial material in their
classroom--material that they know reflects students’ reality, even as it makes adults uncomfortable
and fearful about their inability to protect children from that very reality.

teacher braids students hair: Understanding Gay and Lesbian Youth David Campos,
2005-09-28 Understanding Gay and Lesbian Youth assists the classroom teacher, school counselor,
and administrator in relating to gay and lesbian youth and creating accepting and supportive
learning climates. David Campos begins with a discussion of the current state of affairs regarding
gay and lesbian youth in schools, including a discourse on the developmental milestones, and
provides practical strategies for working effectively with these students. The text, concise, yet
comprehensive, features: -Two surveys to assess school climates toward gay and lesbian youth
‘Quizzes about gay and lesbian issues -Personal stories by gay and lesbian youth and adults Perhaps
the most salient feature of Understanding Gay and Lesbian Youth is that each chapter poses a series
of questions relating to today's society, such as: -Why are gay and lesbian youth considered at risk?
‘How does the development of gay and lesbian youth differ from that of heterosexual youth? -What
do I do if a student tells me he or she is gay or lesbian?

teacher braids students hair: Black Teachers of English(es) in Japan Gregory Paul
Glasgow, 2024-12-10 This book examines the pedagogical and professional experiences of a
transnational group of teachers from the African continent and diaspora who made the decision to
live and teach English in Japan. Through a layered analytical framework, it explores how these
teachers struggle to negotiate their raciolinguistic identities in contexts that may prove to be
professionally supportive in some cases but marginalizing in others. The author contends that
although multiculturalism and diversity within ELT in Japan may currently seem to be more
prevalent, the agency that Black teachers exercise in promoting their own cultures and language
varieties may be constrained depending on the characteristics of the institutions in which they
teach. The issues raised in this volume will be relevant to educators, administrators, curriculum and
materials developers, and researchers committed to promoting equity, racial harmony and
intercultural understanding in language education.

teacher braids students hair: Students as Researchers Joe Kincheloe, Shirley Steinberg,
2002-01-04 This book focuses directly on student empowerment through meaningful research. It fills
a specific gap in educational literature by making explicit the relationship between teaching method,
classroom practice, and the production of knowledge. Drawing on the best of theoretical innovations
over the last decade Students as Researchers places them in a living accessible context. With a
sound basis in theory, the book is also extremely practical and accessible for students, giving



scenarios and examples that can be used to reveal the workings and benefits of research.

teacher braids students hair: Culture and Power in the Classroom Antonia Darder,
2015-12-03 This is a timely second edition of the enormously significant book which changed how
teachers and community activists view their own practice. This edition concludes with personal
essays by teachers, professors, and community activists explaining the direct impact which Culture
and Power in the Classroom has had on their lives. Unlike many texts that discuss educational
failure, this book provides a historical context for understanding underachievement in our nation.
Thoroughly revised to include the new thinking on diversity and learning, this edition includes a new
chapter on assessment and the brain. This second edition will be welcomed by previous and new
readers alike, and will help influence the approach of a new generation of teachers, whether they
are based in schools, colleges or community centres.

teacher braids students hair: Native Kaitlin B. Curtice, 2020-05-05 Native is about identity,
soul-searching, and the never-ending journey of finding ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen
of the Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Kaitlin Curtice offers a unique perspective on these
topics. In this book, she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi identity both informs and
challenges her faith. Curtice draws on her personal journey, poetry, imagery, and stories of the
Potawatomi people to address themes at the forefront of today's discussions of faith and culture in a
positive and constructive way. She encourages us to embrace our own origins and to share and
listen to each other's stories so we can build a more inclusive and diverse future. Each of our stories
matters for the church to be truly whole. As Curtice shares what it means to experience her faith
through the lens of her Indigenous heritage, she reveals that a vibrant spirituality has its origins in
identity, belonging, and a sense of place.

teacher braids students hair: Teaching China's Lost Generation Tani E. Barlow, Donald M.
Lowe, 1987

teacher braids students hair: Teaching in the Terrordome Heather Kirn Lanier, 2012-10-01
Only 50 percent of kids growing up in poverty will earn a high school diploma. Just one in ten will
graduate college. Compelled by these troubling statistics, Heather Kirn Lanier joined Teach For
America (TFA), a program that thrusts eager but inexperienced college graduates into America’s
most impoverished areas to teach, asking them to do whatever is necessary to catch their
disadvantaged kids up to the rest of the nation. With little more than a five-week teacher boot camp
and the knowledge that David Simon referred to her future school as “The Terrordome,” the
altruistic and naive Lanier devoted herself to attaining the program’s goals but met obstacles on all
fronts. The building itself was in such poor condition that tiles fell from the ceiling at random. Kids
from the halls barged into classes all day, disrupting even the most carefully planned educational
activities. In the middle of one lesson, a wandering student lit her classroom door on fire. Some
colleagues, instantly suspicious of TFA’s intentions, withheld their help and supplies. (“They think
you're trying to ‘save’ the children,” one teacher said.) And though high school students can be by
definition resistant, in west Baltimore they threw eggs, slashed tires, and threatened teachers’ lives.
Within weeks, Lanier realized that the task she was charged with—achieving quantifiable gains in
her students’ learning—would require something close to a miracle. Superbly written and timely,
Teaching in the Terrordome casts an unflinching gaze on one of America’s “dropout factory” high
schools. Though Teach For America often touts its most successful teacher stories, Lanier’s powerful
memoir illuminates a more common experience of “Teaching For America” with thoughtful
complexity, a poet’s eye, and an engaging voice. As hard as Lanier worked to become a competent
teacher, she found that in “The Terrordome”, idealism wasn’t enough. To persevere, she had to rely
on grit, humility, a little comedy, and a willingness to look failure in the face. As she adjusted to a
chaotic school administration, crumbling facilities, burned-out colleagues, and students who
perceived their school for the failure it was, she gained perspective on the true state of the crisis
TFA sets out to solve. Ultimately, she discovered that contrary to her intentions, survival in the
so-called Charm City was a high expectation.

teacher braids students hair: Wild Tongues Can't Be Tamed Saraciea ]. Fennell, 2021-11-02



Edited by The Bronx Is Reading founder Saraciea J. Fennell and featuring an all-star cast of Latinx
contributors, Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed is a ground-breaking anthology that will spark dialogue
and inspire hope In Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed, bestselling and award-winning authors as well as
up-and-coming voices interrogate the different myths and stereotypes about the Latinx diaspora.
These fifteen original pieces delve into everything from ghost stories and superheroes, to memories
in the kitchen and travels around the world, to addiction and grief, to identity and anti-Blackness, to
finding love and speaking your truth. Full of both sorrow and joy, Wild Tongues Can't Be Tamed is
an essential celebration of this rich and diverse community. The bestselling and award-winning
contributors include Elizabeth Acevedo, Cristina Arreola, Ingrid Rojas Contreras, Naima Coster,
Natasha Diaz, Saraciea J. Fennell, Kahlil Haywood, Zakiya Jamal, Janel Martinez, Jasminne Mendez,
Meg Medina, Mark Oshiro, Julian Randall, Lilliam Rivera, and Ibi Zoboi.

teacher braids students hair: Savoring Alternative Food Jessica Hayes-Conroy, 2014-09-19
Advocates of the alternative food movement often insist that food is our common ground - that
through the very basic human need to eat, we all become entwined in a network of mutual solidarity.
In this challenging book, the author explores the contradictions and shortcomings of alternative food
activism by examining specific endeavours of the movement through various lenses of social
difference - including class, race, gender, and age. While the solidarity adage has inspired many, it
is shown that this has also had the unfortunate effect of promoting sameness over difference,
eschewing inequities in an effort to focus on being together at the table. The author explores
questions of who belongs at the table of alternative food, and who gets to decide what is eaten there;
and what is at stake when alternative food practices become the model for what is right to eat? Case
studies are presented based on fieldwork in two distinct loci of alternative food organizing: school
gardens and slow food movements in Berkeley, California and rural Nova Scotia. The stories take
social difference as a starting point, but they also focus specifically on the complexities of sensory
experience - how material bodies take up social difference, both confirming and disrupting it, in the
visceral processes of eating. Overall the book demonstrates the importance of moving beyond a
promotion of universal shoulds of eating, and towards a practice of food activism that is more
sensitive to issues of social and material difference.
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