
sustainable development major columbia

sustainable development major columbia represents a dynamic and
interdisciplinary field of study offered by Columbia University, designed to
equip students with the knowledge and skills necessary to address complex
environmental, social, and economic challenges. This major integrates
principles from environmental science, policy analysis, economics, and social
justice to foster innovative solutions for a sustainable future. Students
enrolled in the sustainable development major at Columbia have access to
world-class faculty, cutting-edge research opportunities, and a curriculum
that emphasizes both theoretical foundations and practical applications. The
program prepares graduates for impactful careers in public policy,
environmental management, international development, and corporate
sustainability. This article explores the curriculum structure, unique
features, career prospects, and admissions insights for the sustainable
development major at Columbia University, highlighting why it stands out as a
premier choice for aspiring sustainability leaders.
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Overview of the Sustainable Development Major
at Columbia

The sustainable development major at Columbia University focuses on providing
a comprehensive education that addresses the pressing challenges of
sustainable growth and resource management on a global scale. This program is
housed within Columbia’s School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA)
and collaborates with other departments such as Earth and Environmental
Sciences and Economics. Students gain a multidisciplinary perspective that
combines scientific understanding with policy and economic frameworks,
enabling them to analyze and implement sustainable solutions effectively.

The major emphasizes a systems-based approach, encouraging students to
consider the interconnectedness of environmental, social, and economic
factors. Columbia’s commitment to sustainability is reflected in its
extensive research centers and global partnerships, offering students unique
opportunities to engage with real-world sustainability issues. The program
also promotes ethical leadership and community engagement, preparing
graduates to drive sustainable development initiatives worldwide.

Curriculum and Academic Structure

The curriculum for the sustainable development major at Columbia is carefully



designed to balance core foundational courses with specialized electives,
allowing students to tailor their education to specific interests within the
sustainability field. The program typically spans four years and integrates
coursework from environmental science, economics, public policy, and social
sciences.

Core Courses

Students begin with foundational courses that cover topics such as
environmental systems, sustainability science, and global development
policies. These courses provide essential knowledge about ecosystem dynamics,
resource management, and the principles of sustainable economic growth.

Electives and Specializations

Beyond the core requirements, students can choose from a variety of electives
that focus on areas like climate change mitigation, urban sustainability,
renewable energy, environmental justice, and sustainable agriculture. This
flexibility allows students to specialize based on their career goals and
interests.

Capstone Projects and Fieldwork

A significant component of the major is the capstone project, which requires
students to apply their interdisciplinary knowledge to solve real-world
sustainability challenges. Many projects involve partnerships with local
communities, non-governmental organizations, or government agencies.
Fieldwork and experiential learning opportunities are also emphasized to
provide hands-on experience.

Environmental Science and Systems Analysis

Economic Principles of Sustainability

Public Policy and Governance for Sustainable Development

Social Equity and Environmental Justice

Data Analysis and Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Research and Internship Opportunities

Columbia University offers extensive research and internship opportunities
for students pursuing the sustainable development major, enabling them to
gain practical experience and contribute to cutting-edge sustainability
initiatives.



Research Centers and Institutes

Students have access to several renowned research centers, including the
Earth Institute, the Center for Sustainable Development, and the Columbia
Climate School. These centers provide platforms for interdisciplinary
research projects addressing climate change, biodiversity conservation,
sustainable urban development, and global health.

Internships and Practical Experience

The program encourages students to participate in internships with
governmental agencies, international organizations, non-profits, and private
sector firms focused on sustainability. These internships provide invaluable
professional development, networking opportunities, and real-world insights
into sustainable development challenges and solutions.

Global Study and Exchange Programs

Columbia’s global reach facilitates study abroad and exchange programs in
regions critical to sustainable development, such as Latin America, Africa,
and Asia. These experiences immerse students in diverse cultural and
environmental contexts, broadening their understanding of global
sustainability issues.

Career Paths and Professional Outcomes

Graduates with a sustainable development major from Columbia University are
well-prepared to pursue a wide range of careers that promote sustainability
across sectors. The interdisciplinary training and practical experience
gained through the program make them competitive candidates for roles in
policy, research, management, and advocacy.

Government and Public Policy

Many alumni enter federal, state, and local government agencies where they
contribute to environmental regulation, urban planning, and sustainable
infrastructure development. Their expertise supports the creation and
implementation of policies that balance economic growth with environmental
stewardship.

Non-Governmental Organizations and International
Development

Graduates frequently work with NGOs and international development
organizations focused on poverty alleviation, climate action, and community
resilience. These roles often involve project management, field research, and
advocacy to promote sustainable practices globally.



Corporate Sustainability and Consulting

The private sector offers opportunities in corporate social responsibility,
sustainability consulting, and environmental risk assessment. Graduates help
companies develop sustainable business models, reduce environmental
footprints, and comply with regulatory standards.

Academia and Research

Some graduates pursue advanced degrees or research careers, contributing to
academic knowledge and innovative solutions in sustainable development
science and policy.

Environmental Policy Analyst

Sustainability Consultant

Urban and Regional Planner

International Development Specialist

Corporate Social Responsibility Manager

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission to the sustainable development major at Columbia University is
competitive and requires a strong academic background, demonstrated interest
in sustainability, and commitment to addressing global challenges.

Academic Qualifications

Applicants typically present high school transcripts with excellent grades in
science, mathematics, and social studies. Advanced coursework in
environmental science, economics, or related fields is advantageous.
Standardized test scores, when submitted, should reflect academic
preparedness.

Personal Statement and Letters of Recommendation

The application process includes submission of a personal statement outlining
the applicant’s motivation for studying sustainable development and their
long-term goals. Letters of recommendation from teachers or mentors who can
attest to the applicant’s academic abilities and passion for sustainability
are also required.

Extracurricular Activities and Experience

Participation in sustainability-related extracurricular activities, community



service, internships, or leadership roles strengthens an applicant’s profile.
Columbia values candidates who demonstrate initiative and a track record of
engagement with environmental or social issues.

Application Timeline and Tips

Prospective students should carefully review Columbia’s application deadlines
and prepare materials well in advance. Highlighting interdisciplinary
interests and a commitment to sustainability in essays can enhance admission
chances.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Sustainable Development major at Columbia
University?

The Sustainable Development major at Columbia University is an
interdisciplinary program that focuses on understanding and addressing global
environmental, social, and economic challenges to promote long-term
sustainability.

Which school at Columbia offers the Sustainable
Development major?

The Sustainable Development major is offered through the School of Global
Public Health at Columbia University, in collaboration with other
departments.

What are the core subjects studied in the Sustainable
Development major at Columbia?

Core subjects typically include environmental science, economics, social
policy, global health, climate change, and sustainable resource management.

Are there any special research opportunities for
Sustainable Development students at Columbia?

Yes, Columbia offers various research opportunities through its Earth
Institute, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory, and other centers focused on
sustainability and global development.

What career paths can graduates of Columbia's
Sustainable Development major pursue?

Graduates can work in environmental consulting, policy analysis,
international development, nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and
sustainability roles in the private sector.



Does Columbia's Sustainable Development major include
fieldwork or internships?

Yes, the program encourages practical experience through internships,
fieldwork, and project-based courses to provide hands-on learning
opportunities.

How does Columbia University support Sustainable
Development initiatives on campus?

Columbia supports sustainability through campus-wide initiatives such as
energy efficiency programs, waste reduction, sustainable dining, and student-
led sustainability organizations.

Is the Sustainable Development major at Columbia
suitable for students interested in policy making?

Absolutely, the major combines scientific understanding with policy analysis,
preparing students for roles in crafting and implementing sustainable
policies.

What are the admission requirements for the
Sustainable Development major at Columbia?

Admission requirements typically include a strong academic record, relevant
coursework or experience, letters of recommendation, and a demonstrated
interest in sustainability and development issues.

Can students combine the Sustainable Development
major with other disciplines at Columbia?

Yes, Columbia encourages interdisciplinary studies, allowing students to
combine Sustainable Development with fields like economics, political
science, public health, or engineering.

Additional Resources
1. Sustainable Development Goals and Columbia’s Role in Global Progress
This book explores how Columbia University contributes to achieving the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through research, policy,
and community engagement. It highlights innovative projects led by faculty
and students that address issues such as poverty, education, and
environmental sustainability. Readers gain insight into interdisciplinary
approaches that combine science, social policy, and economics.

2. Urban Sustainability in New York City: Lessons from Columbia’s Research
Focusing on New York City as a living laboratory, this book examines urban
sustainability challenges and solutions explored by Columbia researchers.
Topics include green infrastructure, transportation, and climate resilience
strategies. The book provides practical case studies on how cities can
balance growth with environmental stewardship.

3. Climate Change and Environmental Policy: Insights from Columbia’s Earth



Institute
This volume presents cutting-edge research from Columbia’s Earth Institute on
climate change mitigation and adaptation policies. It covers global and local
perspectives, emphasizing science-based policy-making and sustainable
environmental management. The book is a valuable resource for students and
professionals interested in environmental governance.

4. Economic Development and Sustainability: Balancing Growth and Equity
Exploring the intersection of economic development and sustainability, this
book discusses models and policies that promote inclusive growth while
preserving natural resources. Columbia’s faculty contributions highlight case
studies from developing and developed countries, emphasizing social justice
and environmental health. It’s an essential read for those studying
sustainable economic strategies.

5. Renewable Energy Innovations at Columbia University
This book showcases the latest advancements in renewable energy technologies
researched at Columbia. From solar and wind to bioenergy, it details the
scientific breakthroughs and implementation challenges. The book also
discusses policies that support renewable energy adoption and its role in
sustainable development.

6. Food Security and Sustainable Agriculture: Columbia’s Global Initiatives
Addressing the critical issue of food security, this book reviews Columbia’s
efforts to promote sustainable agricultural practices worldwide. It covers
topics like soil health, water management, and climate-smart farming. The
book emphasizes interdisciplinary research and partnerships with local
communities.

7. Social Innovation and Sustainable Development: Columbia’s Approach
This book highlights social innovation projects led by Columbia students and
faculty that aim to solve complex sustainability challenges. It discusses
entrepreneurship, community development, and the role of technology in
driving positive social change. The book provides inspiring examples of how
social innovation can accelerate sustainable development.

8. Water Resource Management and Sustainability: Insights from Columbia’s
Research
Water scarcity and quality are central themes in this book, which compiles
Columbia’s research on sustainable water resource management. It explores
integrated water management strategies, policy frameworks, and technological
solutions. The book is essential for understanding water sustainability in
urban and rural contexts.

9. Education for Sustainable Development: Curriculum and Pedagogy at Columbia
This book examines how Columbia University integrates sustainability into its
educational programs and curricula. It discusses innovative teaching methods,
interdisciplinary courses, and experiential learning opportunities that
prepare students to tackle sustainability challenges. The book is a guide for
educators aiming to foster sustainability literacy.
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  sustainable development major columbia: Transforming Education for Sustainable
Development Glenn Galloway, Karen Brown, Pádraig Carmody, Lucia Rodriguez, Larry A. Swatuk,
2025-08-18 Transforming Education for Sustainable Development documents and disseminates
learning around education for sustainable development and associated pedagogical approaches,
techniques, and experiences that have been generated across the Master of Development Practice
(MDP) Global Association over the past 12 years. It integrates the participation and perspectives of a
diverse group of faculty, alumni, students, and partners. The book applies a critical, analytical lens
to discuss experiences across 35 prestigious universities to provide an invaluable synthesis of key
findings with a summary of forward-looking implications for global education for sustainable
development. Chapters are developed around key dimensions of the MDP program, exploring how it
has evolved since its inception in diverse regional and institutional contexts. With its focus on
preparing future development practitioners for important roles in a wide range of organizations
involved in different facets of sustainability, the MDP program offers a unique lens through which to
learn best ESD practices and challenges faced. The book features contributions from across five
continents, showcasing a broad range of educational strategies in different professional and cultural
contexts to emphasize locally appropriate solutions. This will be an insightful and important read for
professionals in higher education for sustainability and sustainable development, in addition to
researchers, policymakers, and practitioners involved in non-profits, NGOs, and international
organizations.
  sustainable development major columbia: Strengthening Sustainability Programs and
Curricula at the Undergraduate and Graduate Levels National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
and Medicine, Policy and Global Affairs, Board on Higher Education and Workforce, Science and
Technology for Sustainability Program, Committee on Strengthening Sustainability Programs and
Curricula at the Undergraduate and Graduate Levels, 2021-01-02 Over the past decade there has
been a growing interest in sustainability education in colleges and universities across the United
States, with a marked increase in the number of undergraduate and graduate degree programs,
research institutes, and centers focused on sustainability. Evidence-based core competencies for
interdisciplinary sustainability programs can provide suitable guidance for curricular and program
development, research, policy, communication, and pedagogical approaches at academic
institutions. They can also serve as a guide for students to select academic programs and potential
career options, a reference for employers to understand qualifications of graduates, and the
foundation for a potential specialized accreditation for interdisciplinary sustainability programs. The
growing demand for well-qualified sustainability professionals within the public, private, and
nonprofit sectors also points to the value of developing core competencies. Strengthening
Sustainability Programs and Curricula at the Undergraduate and Graduate Levels provides expert
insights for strengthening the emerging discipline of sustainability in higher education in the United
States. This report describes the local, national, and global landscape related to sustainability
education; examines the history and current status of sustainability education programs in the
United States and globally; discusses employment prospects for sustainability graduates in terms of
the opportunities and the skills that employers seek; and addresses diversity, equity, and inclusion in
sustainability-related education and employment.
  sustainable development major columbia: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2013 Edition
Princeton Review, 2012-08-07 Profiles every four-year college in the United States, providing
detailed information on academic programs, admissions requirements, financial aid, services,
housing, athletics, contact names, and campus life.
  sustainable development major columbia: China's Growth as a Regional Economic
Power U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission, 2003 Contains testimony and
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prepared statements by various experts, as well as remarks by members of the Commission.
  sustainable development major columbia: Resource and Environmental Management Bruce
Mitchell, 2019 In order to optimally manage the environment and natural resources, it is vitally
important to recognize that there is much more to consider than just the environment itself and the
natural resources it provides. A key consideration is also the interrelationship between natural
ecosystems and human involvement and behavior. This interaction is where the field of
environmental resource management comes into play: the complex ecological and sociological
systems of the natural world intertwined. The purpose of this book is to consider such matters, and
to help readers develop their own capacities as environmental managers and stewards. Bruce
Mitchell's textbook Resource and Environmental Management served as the gold standard for many
environmental science courses when the first edition published in 1997. Now, twenty years later, an
updated third edition allows for the inclusion of recent developments. The book covers the basic
theories and concepts of environmental resource management, and guides students to be able to
apply those concepts to practical situations. By covering basic theories and concepts, and by using
case studies to show how these have been applied, Bruce Mitchell's new edition seeks to ensure that
students have competence in both aspects. The text enhances the reader's capacity to conduct
practice and research in resource and environmental management.
  sustainable development major columbia: The Interplay between Urban Development,
Vulnerability, and Risk Management Ebru A. Gencer, 2013-06-19 Natural disasters are increasingly
affecting the world, taking lives unexpectedly and leaving many others injured and homeless.
Moreover, disasters disrupt local, national and even global economies, instantly changing the
direction of development. In the first half of 2011 alone, 108 natural disasters occurred, killing over
23 thousand people, affecting nearly 44 million others and causing more than 253 billion US dollars
of economic damages (CRED 2011,1). Large urban settlements have become increasingly vulnerable
to the impacts of natural disasters. The concentration of substandard infrastructure and housing,
material assets, and inherent socio-economic inequalities increase vulnerability to disasters in large
urban areas, especially in developing countries. The size, number, functions, and geographical
distribution of large- and megacities create a special concern for disaster risk. Good urban
management practices can be a powerful catalyst for reducing losses from natural disasters, while
simultaneously helping to develop a sustainable environment. Yet, the existing situation indicates
that sustainable planning and risk management measures are not taken into consideration or may
not be put into practice for a variety of financial, political, and social reasons. This book argues that,
on one hand, socio-economic disparities resulting from unsustainable urban development can
increase vulnerability to natural hazards, and on the other hand, when paired with natural hazards
this increased vulnerability can negatively affect urban areas, resulting in further inequality. This
book will showcase this argument with theoretical reviews and quantitative analyses on the interplay
between sustainable development and disaster vulnerability as well as an in-depth case study of the
role of urban planning and risk management practices in creating the socio-economic and spatial
vulnerabilities and predicted earthquake risk in the megacity of Istanbul.
  sustainable development major columbia: Encyclopedia of Global Warming and Climate
Change, Second Edition S. George Philander, 2012-06-13 The First Edition of the Encyclopedia of
Global Warming and Climate Change provided a multi-authored, academic yet non-technical
resource for students and teachers to understand the importance of global warming, to appreciate
the effects of human activity and greenhouse gases around the world, and to learn the history of
climate change and the research enterprise examining it. This edition was well received, with
notable reviews. Since its publication, the debate over the advent of global warming at least partially
brought on by human enterprise has continued to ebb and flow, depending literally on the weather,
politics, and media coverage of climate summits and debates. Advances in research also change the
discourse as new data is collected and new scientific projects continue to explore and explain global
warming and climate change. Thus, a new, Second Edition updates more than half of the original
entries and adds new perspectives and content to keep students and researchers up-to-date in a field



that has proven provocatively lively.
  sustainable development major columbia: Handbook of Environmentally Conscious
Manufacturing Christian N. Madu, 2022-08-19 Manufacturers, under pressure from their major
stakeholders, integrate environmental issues in the design and management of their products. These
stakeholders include customers, regulators, employees, communities, and interest groups who have
a common stake in protecting the earth from pollution and in limiting the exploitation of earth's
limited natural resources. Manufacturers recognize that being environmentally responsible also
offers competitive advantage to the firm. The Handbook of Environmentally Conscious
Manufacturing is written as a state-of-the-art reference to guide environmentally conscious
manufacturing (ECM). All the contributors have done extensive research and/or practice work in the
field of ECM. The Handbook covers all the major topics in Environmentally Conscious
Manufacturing. There are specific chapters to deal with sustainable manufacturing, recycling,
eco-labelling, life cycle assessment, and ISO 14000 series of standards, as well as decision-making
aspects of Environmentally Conscious Manufacturing. Decision-oriented topics on supply chain,
decision models, quality initiative, environmental costing and decision support systems are also
covered. The influence of ECM on marketing imperative is also covered.
  sustainable development major columbia: Sustainable Development and Rural Public Health
Michael Hendryx, 2024-07-13 This book offers strategies and solutions for rural communities
dependent on fossil fuel economies to enable them to transition to sustainable development. The
move to renewable energy development and use is gaining global traction and will inevitably become
standard practice in the coming years, and yet vulnerable communities around the world remain
dependent on finite resource extraction for local economic activity. What will happen to these
communities as the fossil fuel era fades away? Dependence on declining resource extraction
economies arises from entrenched short-term interests in political and corporate worlds, and in the
knowledge, skills and opportunities that local populations have at their disposal. The edited volume
takes a public health perspective by showing how dependence on fossil fuel extraction and
processing economies creates not only environmental and economic problems but also public health
disparities. More importantly, rather than documentation of problems and obstacles, this book
focuses primarily on solutions, on real examples happening right now in communities around the
world to take charge of their futures. A series of case studies provide examples of local efforts
underway in these communities to create sustainable economic alternatives to fossil fuel
dependence. The final section of the volume describes theory-based and empirically grounded
development priorities that are needed to make transitions achievable and long-lasting, including
improvements in adolescent health and well-being, regenerative development, sustainable food
systems, adult education, and community-based leadership. Finally, case studies and development
priorities are integrated within a new rural development framework to guide other communities in
their own transition efforts. Although the challenges are daunting, the book is ultimately optimistic
and forward-looking. Sustainable Development and Rural Public Health: From Fossil Fuels to
Greener Futures is essential reading for public health practitioners and researchers, social justice
advocates, and students in sustainability studies, environmental justice and related areas. Rural
health professionals, community leaders, environmental planners, policy makers, industry leaders,
and entrepreneurs also will find this resource useful for their work.
  sustainable development major columbia: When Ivory Towers Were Black Sharon Egretta
Sutton, 2017-03-01 This personal history chronicles the triumph and loss of a 1960s initiative to
recruit minority students to Columbia University’s School of Architecture. At the intersection of US
educational, architectural, and urban history, When Ivory Towers Were Black tells the story of how
an unparalleled cohort of ethnic minority students overcame institutional roadblocks to earn degrees
in architecture from Columbia University. Its narrative begins with a protest movement to end
Columbia’s authoritarian practices, and ends with an unsettling return to the status quo. Sharon
Egretta Sutton, one of the students in question, follows two university units that led the movement
toward emancipatory education: the Division of Planning and the Urban Center. She illustrates both



units’ struggle to open the ivory tower to ethnic minority students and to involve those students in
improving Harlem’s slum conditions. Along with Sutton’s personal perspective, the story is narrated
through the oral histories of twenty-four fellow students who received an Ivy League education only
to find the doors closing on their careers due to Nixon-era urban disinvestment policies.
  sustainable development major columbia: Green Education Julie Newman, 2011-05-03
Green Education: An A-to-Z Guide explores the environmental movement′s proliferation in the field
of education, from elementary school classroom efforts to the university curriculum to building
sustainable campuses. Focusing on the critical role of education in building a sustainable future,
approximately 150 signed entries, written by scholars and experts in a variety of disciplines,
examine school and college courses in green education, the structures of educational institutions,
the challenges of reducing their ecological footprint, administrative policies, green campus
organizations, and student and faculty participation. Vivid photographs, searchable hyperlinks,
numerous cross references, an extensive resource guide, and a clear, accessible writing style make
the Green Society volumes ideal for classroom use as well as for research.
  sustainable development major columbia: The Age of Sustainable Development Jeffrey D.
Sachs, 2015-03-03 Jeffrey D. Sachs is one of the world's most perceptive and original analysts of
global development. In this major new work he presents a compelling and practical framework for
how global citizens can use a holistic way forward to address the seemingly intractable worldwide
problems of persistent extreme poverty, environmental degradation, and political-economic
injustice: sustainable development. Sachs offers readers, students, activists, environmentalists, and
policy makers the tools, metrics, and practical pathways they need to achieve Sustainable
Development Goals. Far more than a rhetorical exercise, this book is designed to inform, inspire, and
spur action. Based on Sachs's twelve years as director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University,
his thirteen years advising the United Nations secretary-general on the Millennium Development
Goals, and his recent presentation of these ideas in a popular online course, The Age of Sustainable
Development is a landmark publication and clarion call for all who care about our planet and global
justice.
  sustainable development major columbia: Science John Michels (Journalist), 2007
  sustainable development major columbia: Ethical Challenges to Business as Usual –
Second Edition Shari Collins, 2022-06-17 This anthology offers a fresh approach to the ethics of
business, casting a critical eye on entrenched assumptions and practices. It includes central works
from such thinkers as John Locke, Karl Marx, Milton Friedman, Naomi Klein, and Thomas Piketty,
while also introducing new voices on a range of pressing practical topics, including racial
discrimination in the workplace, factory farming, climate change, affirmative action, and
whistleblowing. A truly applied anthology, this book encourages students to see the real-world
applications of the theories at issue and to examine the consequences of business as usual.
  sustainable development major columbia: Human Development and Interaction in the
Age of Ubiquitous Technology Rahman, Hakikur, 2016-06-27 The human condition is affected by
numerous factors in modern society. In modern times, technology is so integrated into culture that it
has become necessary to perform even daily functions. Human Development and Interaction in the
Age of Ubiquitous Technology is an authoritative reference source for the latest scholarly research
on the widespread integration of technological innovations around the globe and examines how
human-computer interaction affects various aspects of people’s lives. Featuring emergent research
from theoretical perspectives and case studies, this book is ideally designed for professionals,
students, practitioners, and academicians.
  sustainable development major columbia: Selected Water Resources Abstracts , 1990
  sustainable development major columbia: Poverty and the Millennium Development
Goals Alberto Cimadamore, Gabriele Koehler, Thomas Pogge, 2016-02-15 As the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) pass their 2015 deadline and the international community begins to
discuss the future of UN development policy, Poverty and the Millennium Development Goals brings
together leading economists from both the global North and South to provide a much needed



critique of the prevailing development agenda. By examining current development efforts, goals and
policies, it exposes the structurally flawed and misleading measurements of poverty and hunger on
which these efforts have been based, and which have led official sources to routinely underestimate
the scale of world poverty even as the global distribution of wealth becomes ever more imbalanced.
  sustainable development major columbia: Dreaming the Biosphere Rebecca Reider,
2009-11-16 Biosphere 2 rises from southern Arizonas high desert like a bizarre hybrid spaceship and
greenhouse. Packed with more than 3,800 carefully selected plant, animal, and insect species, this
mega-terrarium is one of the world's most biodiverse, lush, and artificial wildernesses. Only recently
transformed from an abandoned ghost dome to a University of Arizona research center, the site was
the setting of a grand drama about humans and ecology at the end of the twentieth century. The
seeds of Biosphere 2 sprouted in the 1970s at Synergia, a desert ranch in New Mexico where John
Allen and a handful of dreamers united to create a self-reliant utopia centered on ecological work,
study, and their traveling experimental theater troupe, The Theater of All Possibilities. At a time of
growing tensions in the American environmental consciousness, the Synergians took on varied
projects around the world that sought to mend the rift between humans and nature. In 1984, they
bought a piece of desert to build Biosphere 2. Eco-enthusiasts competed to become the eight
biospherians who would lock themselves inside the giant greenhouse world for two years to live in
harmony with their wilderness, grow their own food, and recycle all their air, water, and wastes.
Thin and short on oxygen, the biospherians stoically completed their survival mission, but the
communal spirit surrounding Biosphere 2 eventually dissolved into conflict--ultimately the facility
would be seized by armed U.S. Marshals. Yet for all the story's strangeness, perhaps strangest of all
was how normal Biosphere 2 actually was. The story of this grand eco-utopian adventure (and
misadventure) becomes a parable about the relationship between humans and nature in postmodern
America. Visit the authors' website at www.dreamingthebiosphere.com
  sustainable development major columbia: Colleges That Create Futures Princeton
Review, 2016-05-10 KICK-START YOUR CAREER WITH THE RIGHT ON-CAMPUS EXPERIENCE!
When it comes to getting the most out of college, the experiences you have outside the classroom
are just as important as what you study. Colleges That Create Futures looks beyond the usual “best
of” college lists to highlight 50 schools that empower students to discover practical, real-world
applications for their talents and interests. The schools in this book feature distinctive research,
internship, and hands-on learning programs—all the info you need to help find a college where you
can parlay your passion into a successful post-college career. Inside, You'll Find: • In-depth profiles
covering career services, internship support, student group activity, alumni satisfaction, noteworthy
facilities and programs, and more • Candid assessments of each school’s academics from students,
current faculty, and alumni • Unique hands-on learning opportunities for students across majors •
Testimonials on career prep from alumni in business, education, law, and much more
*************************** What makes Colleges That Create Futures important? You've seen the
headlines—lately the news has been full of horror stories about how the college educational system
has failed many recent grads who leave school with huge debt, no job prospects, and no experience
in the working world. Colleges That Create Futures identifies schools that don't fall into this trap but
instead prepare students for successful careers! How are the colleges selected? Schools are selected
based on survey results on career services, grad school matriculation, internship support, student
group and government activity, alumni activity and salaries, and noteworthy facilities and programs.
  sustainable development major columbia: Columbia Law Review , 1928
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