primary teacher interview questions and
answers

primary teacher interview questions and answers are essential for candidates
preparing to enter the education sector, particularly in elementary and primary schools.
Understanding the typical questions asked during interviews and formulating thoughtful,
well-structured responses can significantly improve a candidate's chances of success. This
article provides a comprehensive guide to the most common interview questions for
primary teaching positions, along with strategic answers that highlight relevant skills and
experiences. Additionally, it covers behavioral questions, situational scenarios, and
pedagogical approaches that interviewers often explore to assess a candidate’s suitability.
Whether preparing for a first interview or seeking to refine responses, this guide offers
valuable insights and practical tips. The following sections include an overview of general
questions, classroom management strategies, curriculum knowledge, and professional
development. Review the detailed content below to enhance your readiness for primary
teacher interviews.

e Common Primary Teacher Interview Questions
e Behavioral and Situational Interview Questions
e Classroom Management and Discipline Questions
e Curriculum and Teaching Methodology Questions

¢ Professional Development and Collaboration Questions

Common Primary Teacher Interview Questions

Interviewers typically begin with general questions designed to understand the
candidate’s background, motivations, and qualifications for a primary teaching role. These
questions assess communication skills, passion for teaching, and alignment with school
values.

Typical General Questions

Candidates can expect questions such as:
e Why do you want to become a primary teacher?

e What qualities make a good primary teacher?

e How do you handle challenges in the classroom?



e Can you describe your teaching experience?
e What are your strengths and weaknesses as a teacher?
Effective answers should emphasize commitment to student development, adaptability,

and a clear understanding of primary education fundamentals. Highlighting specific
examples from previous teaching roles or training can strengthen responses.

Behavioral and Situational Interview Questions

Behavioral and situational questions help interviewers evaluate how candidates respond to
real-life classroom scenarios and interpersonal challenges. These questions focus on
problem-solving, communication, and emotional intelligence.

Examples of Behavioral Questions

Common behavioral questions include:

Describe a time when you dealt with a difficult student. How did you manage the
situation?

Tell us about a successful lesson you conducted and why it was effective.

How do you involve parents in their child's learning process?

Explain a situation where you had to adapt your lesson plans unexpectedly.

Answers should use the STAR method (Situation, Task, Action, Result) to structure
responses clearly and demonstrate competency in handling challenges in the educational
environment.

Classroom Management and Discipline Questions

Managing a classroom effectively is crucial for any primary teacher. Interviewers seek to
understand a candidate’s approach to maintaining a positive learning environment and
managing student behavior.

Key Classroom Management Questions

Examples include:

e What strategies do you use to maintain discipline in your classroom?



 How do you motivate students who are disengaged or disruptive?
e Describe your approach to creating an inclusive classroom.

e How do you support students with behavioral difficulties?

Successful candidates provide clear, proactive strategies such as setting consistent rules,
positive reinforcement, and differentiated support tailored to students' needs.

Curriculum and Teaching Methodology Questions

Interviewers assess knowledge of curriculum standards and teaching methodologies
suited for primary education. Candidates should demonstrate familiarity with lesson
planning, assessment techniques, and differentiated instruction.

Common Curriculum-Related Questions

These may include:

e How do you plan your lessons to meet curriculum objectives?
e What methods do you use to assess student progress?
e How do you incorporate technology into your teaching?

e Describe how you differentiate instruction for diverse learners.

Responses should reflect a strong grasp of educational standards, creativity in lesson
delivery, and commitment to continuous assessment to support student growth.

Professional Development and Collaboration
Questions

Primary teaching requires ongoing professional growth and teamwork. Interview
questions in this area explore a candidate’s willingness to engage in professional
development and collaborate with colleagues and parents.

Examples of Professional Development Questions

Common queries include:

e How do you stay current with educational best practices?



¢ Describe a time you collaborated with other teachers or staff.
e What role do you believe parents play in education?

e How do you handle feedback from supervisors or peers?

Effective answers highlight participation in workshops, openness to feedback, and
proactive communication with the school community to foster a supportive educational
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common questions asked in a primary
teacher interview?

Common questions include: 'Why do you want to be a primary teacher?', 'How do you
handle classroom management?’, 'How do you assess student progress?', and 'Can you
give an example of a successful lesson you have taught?'.

How should I prepare for a primary teacher interview?

Research the school’s values and curriculum, review common interview questions, prepare
examples of your teaching experience, and be ready to discuss classroom management
and lesson planning techniques.

How can I demonstrate effective classroom management
during the interview?

Provide specific examples of strategies you use to maintain discipline, create a positive
learning environment, and address challenging behaviors while promoting student
engagement and respect.

What qualities do interviewers look for in a primary
teacher?

Interviewers look for patience, communication skills, creativity, adaptability, strong
organizational skills, empathy, and a passion for teaching young children.

How do I answer questions about handling difficult
students?

Explain your approach to understanding the root cause of behavioral issues, maintaining
consistent rules, using positive reinforcement, and collaborating with parents and
colleagues to support the student.



What is a good way to discuss lesson planning in an
interview?

Describe how you design lessons to meet diverse learning needs, incorporate different
teaching methods, align with curriculum standards, and include assessment to monitor
student progress.

How can I show my commitment to professional
development during the interview?

Mention any recent courses, workshops, or training you have attended, how you stay
updated with educational trends, and your willingness to continually improve your
teaching skills.

Additional Resources

1. Primary Teacher Interview Questions and Answers: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers a thorough collection of commonly asked interview questions tailored
specifically for primary teaching positions. It includes detailed answers and strategies to
help candidates present themselves confidently. Additionally, the guide covers scenario-
based questions and tips on demonstrating teaching philosophy effectively.

2. Mastering the Primary Teacher Interview: Tips, Questions, and Model Answers
Designed for aspiring primary educators, this book provides expert advice on preparing
for interviews. It includes sample questions and model answers that reflect current
educational trends and classroom challenges. Readers will find practical tips on
communication skills and how to highlight their strengths.

3. Top 100 Primary Teacher Interview Questions with Sample Answers

This resource compiles the top 100 questions that candidates might face in primary
teacher interviews. Each question is paired with well-crafted sample answers to inspire
thoughtful responses. The book also offers guidance on structuring answers to showcase
experience and teaching competencies.

4. Success in Primary Teaching Interviews: Strategies and Sample Responses

Focusing on interview success, this book equips readers with strategies to handle both
traditional and competency-based questions. It emphasizes the importance of reflecting on
past experiences and aligning answers with the school's values. The sample responses
illustrate how to make a positive impression.

5. The Essential Primary Teacher Interview Handbook

This handbook serves as a quick reference for primary teacher candidates, featuring key
questions and succinct answers. It covers topics such as classroom management, lesson
planning, and student engagement. The concise format makes it easy to review and
practice before the interview.

6. Primary Teaching Interview Preparation: Questions, Answers, and Practice Exercises
A practical workbook that combines interview questions with exercises to develop



effective answers. It encourages self-assessment and reflection to build confidence. The
book also includes advice on non-verbal communication and handling unexpected
questions.

7. Confident Primary Teacher Interviews: How to Answer Questions with Impact

This book focuses on building confidence and delivering impactful answers during
interviews. Through real-life examples and coaching tips, it guides candidates to articulate
their teaching philosophy clearly. The content also covers how to handle challenging
questions gracefully.

8. Interview Skills for Primary Teachers: Questions, Answers, and Success Tips

A comprehensive guide aimed at improving interview skills specific to primary education
roles. It offers a wide array of questions along with detailed answers and tips for
personalization. Readers will benefit from advice on professional demeanor and follow-up
etiquette.

9. The Primary Teacher Interview Toolkit: Sample Questions and Winning Answers

This toolkit provides a collection of sample interview questions paired with winning
answers designed to impress interview panels. It also includes checklists and preparation
tips to help candidates organize their thoughts. The book emphasizes the importance of
demonstrating passion and commitment to teaching.
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primary teacher interview questions and answers: Teacher Interview Questions and
Answers Anthony Stagg, 2011-09 Teacher Interview Questions and Answers is an excellent
workbook containing over 50 sample questions and answers to the toughest teacher interview
questions posed. There is an explanation of each question and tips and advice on how to respond. In
addition there is a sample response for many of the questions that you can use as an aid to structure
your own. In a tough careers job market it is essential that your structure your responses in line with
the Job Description and Person Specification and this guide will show you how to do this to great
effect.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: The Primary Teacher's Career Handbook
Keith Richmond, Richard Greenfield, 2015-04-17 The Primary Teacher’s Career Handbook is
invaluable to all those in Primary education. This essential and unique handbook sets out a complete
and much needed career development path for Primary School teachers from the stage of seeking a
first appointment, through to middle-management, Headship and beyond. Throughout the book,
teachers will be shown how to plan their career development by making their present role
successful, enabling them to make a smooth progression to achieve their career aspirations. Offering
realistic advice and including pragmatic solutions, which result from years of first-hand experience,
the chapters explore key career stages such as: applying for your first teaching post; being
successful in your induction year; managing a subject area; professional development and
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developing as a leader; preparing for Deputy Headship and achieving your first Headship role;
building your CV and making an application; interviews; and working with colleagues, parents and
governors. Written to support the work of all those in the field of Primary education, this book is not
just essential reading for trainee and newly qualified teachers, but it is an invaluable resource for
teachers at every stage of their careers.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: How to Master the Teacher Interview
How?2Become, 2016-07

primary teacher interview questions and answers: The Implementation of Teacher
Evaluation for Professional Development in Primary Education in Taiwan Chao-Wen Liu, 2011-02-14
Teacher evaluation is an activity of assessing teachers' performance. It is equivalent to teacher
appraisal/teacher performance management in England. This study explores the complexities of
implementing Teacher Evaluation in primary schools in Taiwan. It concentrates principally on the
development of Teacher Evaluation in Taiwan in the light of international research, especially that
relating to the English context. The philosophical perspective with which this study is most closely
aligned is constructivism. In particular, using qualitative methods of documentary analysis and
interviews, it explores the nature of Teacher Evaluation and the meaning held by implementers.
Government publications, including books, journals and other documentation from public institutions
were examined to trace the development of Teacher Evaluation in Taiwan, and how it might be
influenced by globalisation. Interviews were carried out with 3 head teachers and 7 teachers from 3
primary schools in Taiwan and 3 officers from different levels of official organisations. A
Recommended Model of Teacher Evaluation was synthesised from the review of international
research. Using the Recommended Model of Teacher Evaluation to evaluate the implementation of
Teacher Evaluation for Professional Development in Taiwan, the effectiveness of the project was
demonstrated. However, by looking at the empirical data, some limitations were observed, including
deficiencies in the administrative system, teachers' heavy workload, the reluctance of teachers to
accept changes, and insufficient knowledge of the relevant policy. Other obstacles were noted,
including inadequately trained evaluators, the lack of a mechanism for professional dialogue, and
the incoherence of the educational policy. This study shows that most teachers agree with the
measures in the Teacher Evaluation for Professional Development implemented by the Ministry of
Education, although some supplementary measures need to be established in a more sophisticated
manner before it can be implemented fully. Finally, this study further proposes suggestions for a
Teacher Evaluation model based on the Recommended Model of Teacher Evaluation, the
implementation of the current Teacher Evaluation for Professional Development, and ideal models
mentioned by the interviewees.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Primary Teaching Catherine Carden,
2018-11-15 This book includes full coverage of the content of professional studies modules and goes
beyond to support trainees on placements and in their learning on the course.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Cambridge Primary Global Perspectives
Teacher's Resource 5 with Digital Access Adrian Ravenscroft, Thomas Holman, 2022-01-13 This
series has been developed for the Cambridge Primary Global Perspectives Curriculum Framework
(0838). Created to guide you through the Cambridge Primary Global Perspectives curriculum
framework, our print and digital teacher resources are the perfect addition to your classroom. Make
the most of expert teaching notes from our authors, step-by-step activities, cross-curricula links, and
differentiation ideas with our 'Take it further' feature.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Examining Pedagogical Content
Knowledge Julie Gess-Newsome, Norman G. Lederman, 2006-04-11 Since its emergence over two
decades ago, the construct of pedagogical content knowledge (PCK) has significantly impacted
preservice and inservice teacher education, educational policy, and educational research. PCK has
served to re-focus educators' attention on the important role of subject matter in educational
practice and away from the more generic approach to teacher education that dominated the field
prior to 1975. This ambitious text is the first of its kind to summarize the theory, research, and



practice related to pedagogical content knowledge. The audience is provided with a functional
understanding of the basic tenets of the construct as well as its applications to research on science
teacher education and the development of science teacher education programs. The authors are
prominent educators representing a variety of subject matter areas and K-12 grade levels. Although
the focus of the text is science education, it should provide valuable reading for any individuals with
interests in professional teacher education.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: The Learning and Teaching of
Phonological Decoding in Chinese EFL Children Keren Hua, 2024-08-30 This book presents the
learning and teaching of phonological decoding in Chinese EFL primary classrooms. The
phonological decoding ability of the children is described, interpreted, and evaluated, the teaching
materials are analyzed and the classroom instruction observed, and the links between these various
facets are explored using both quantitative and qualitative techniques (textbook analysis, classroom
observations, interviews with teachers and a textbook writer, reading test and nonword reading
test). This book provides insights into Chinese children’s phonological decoding profile, including
performance in decoding different types of orthographic units, the strategies children at different
levels of reading ability use to sound out vowel graphemes, and their decoding ability in relation to
reading ability. The investigation of the teaching practices reveals how the decoding instruction is
designed, developed, and delivered to the children and thereby informs the interplay between the
classroom instruction and children’s development of phonological decoding skills.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Building Teacher Capacity in English
Language Teaching in Vietnam Van Canh Le, Hoa Thi Mai Nguyen, Thi Thuy Minh Nguyen, Roger
Barnard, 2019-08-06 This timely volume opens a window on issues related to English language
education in Vietnam. The authors consider that teacher quality is the key factor to be considered if
the national English language curriculum outcomes are to be achievable. Aiming to shed light on key
issues recently observed in the Vietnamese landscape of English language education, it examines the
complexity of the institutionalization of the standardized English proficiency policy, which has been
in force since 2008. That policy uses the Common European Framework of References for
Languages (CEFR) as the model to set the standards and levels of proficiency for teachers, learners
and state employees. The book presents both the theoretical and practical aspects of the
standardization movement in English language education. The contents comprise a series of
extended research-based chapters written by experts of language-in-education policy and planning
in and about Vietnam from a range of perspectives including teachers, English language curriculum
developers, teacher educators and researchers. The rich coverage of the book includes current
discussion on English language education in Vietnam ranging from policy to practice, making it
highly relevant to English teachers, teacher educators, and scholars, in Vietnam and worldwide, who
aspire to broaden their horizons and professionalism.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Educating Teachers Online in
Challenging Times Kevin Wai Ho Yung, Hui Xuan Xu, 2023-05-29 This edited collection documents
the challenges experienced by teacher educators, in-service teachers and student teachers in Hong
Kong triggered by protests, civil unrest and the global outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, and
identifies innovative practices in curriculum, pedagogy and assessment that have enabled them to
overcome the challenges in online teaching. It offers implications for teacher professional
development through reflective practices and the enhancement of the scholarship of teaching and
learning in the teacher education sector in Hong Kong and beyond. Teaching and learning in various
education sectors in Hong Kong experienced unprecedented challenges starting in late 2019. The
suspension of face-to-face teaching resulted in the reliance on e-technology and online teaching and
learning. Many teachers and students felt unprepared and thus experienced emotional distress.
However, the challenges opened up opportunities for teacher educators to revamp their
instructional and assessment practices to cater for students’ learning needs in the online
environment. The chapters are split into five sections, covering the situation of teacher education in
challenging times, stakeholders’ experiences and challenges in teaching and learning, curriculum



and pedagogical innovations, assessment and feedback practices and finally scholarship of teaching
and learning. The book will be of particular interest to those who are committed to professional
development through strengthening their reflective practice, online teaching and the scholarship of
teaching and learning. It will also be an ideal text for education scholars and postgraduate students
in curriculum planning, innovative online pedagogies and assessment practices in teacher education
and the broader higher education context.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: How to Get the Teaching Job You
Want Robert Feirsen, Seth Weitzman, 2023-07-03 Competition for the best teaching jobs is
becoming more intense. Since publication of the first edition, when it was mainly the most desirable
schools that were deluged by applications, the economic climate has made the teacher market more
competitive across the board, and is changing hiring practices. Now extensively revised, this book
maintains its place as the most up-to-date book available on job hunting for teachers. The authors
cover changes in the educational marketplace; the new mandates about standardized testing and
public reporting of student achievement-and what they mean for applicants; how new certification
standards and schools’ requirements affect career changers; the growing acceptance of on-line
applications and electronic portfolios; and provide additional advice for teachers applying to change
schools or districts.This is also the only guide written by school administrators. Offering the insights
and experience of two authors who do the hiring, it details a step-by-step program for taking charge
of your teaching career. How to Get the Teaching Job You Want enables you to:* Match your unique
talents to the needs of a particular school* Craft effective cover letters and resumes, using models
that address the specific needs of college graduates, teachers changing schools, returning teachers
and career changers* Make effective on-line applications* Leverage your achievements as an
experienced teacher-or, for graduates or career changers, student teaching, substitute teaching,
volunteer work or content knowledge-into a job offer* Locate jobs on-line and discover valuable
information about schools, including test results, educational philosophy and names of key
administrators* Design a portfolio in book or electronic format to showcase your abilities* Practice
interview skills using 100 questions taken from real job interviews* Apply proven strategies for a
variety of interview formats, including high stress interviews and performance interviews* Address
controversial questions during interviewsThis book covers procedures for applying to elementary,
middle and high schools; public, independent, and parochial schools; as well as international and
boarding schools. Anecdotes recounting the experiences of real candidates looking for jobs illustrate
key points. Access to the authors’ web site ensures that you will stay current in a changing job
market. This is a vital book for teachers and aspiring teachers who want to achieve their career
goals. It will also be invaluable for guidance counselors, psychologists, librarians and other school
professionals.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Teacher Development in Teaching
Chinese as a Second Language Jing Yan, Hui Huang, 2025-11-18 This unique volume focuses on the
development of Chinese as a Second Language (CSL) teachers in the global context. It addresses the
specific issues and challenges faced by CSL teachers and demonstrates international practices in the
field. It also provides a comprehensive examination of their multifaceted professionalism from
diverse perspectives. With the rise of China as a political and economic power, learning CSL has
increasingly gained its popularity in a global context. According to the Chinese International
Education Foundation, by 2023, the number of registered Chinese language learners exceeded 12.5
million. Due to the shortage of teachers, the Ministry of Education in China launched the
International Chinese Language Teachers Volunteer Program in 2004. By 2021, more than 61,000
volunteer Chinese language teachers had been dispatched to more than 151 regions and countries.
Many more overseas universities, colleges, and higher institutes now have established CSL
programmes at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels to cultivate local CSL teachers.
However as the number of CSL learners continues to grow, the need for high-quality Chinese
language teachers has become more urgent than ever. Responding to CSL teachers’ challenges of
delivering Chinese language and culture to learners from diverse language and cultural



backgrounds, this book explores four interrelated themes: 1) CSL teachers’ professional
development in the global context, 2) CSL teachers’ motivation, agency, and identity, 3) CSL
teachers’ knowledge and practice in multicultural and multilingual contexts, and 4) CSL teachers’
technological literacy and agency in the digital era. With its focus on both the internal and external
complexities of CSL teacher development, the book offers timely insights and practical guidance for
researchers, educators, policymakers, and frontline teachers working in this rapidly expanding field.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Mathematics Education for Sustainable
Economic Growth and Job Creation David Burghes, Jodie Hunter, 2021-08-23 Mathematics
Education for Sustainable Economic Growth and Job Creation considers the need for young
employees to be capable and confident with transferable knowledge and skills in mathematics and
statistics in order to support economic growth in developing countries in an increasingly digital age.
This book draws on differing international perspectives in relation to mathematics education for
sustainable economic growth and job creation. The contributors include education researchers and
those involved in policymaking for both developing countries and beyond. Within each chapter, there
is a reflection from the authors on their experiences in educational systems and policy development
or research studies, which contribute to sustainable economic growth in different countries. As well
as considerations of economies and job creation, the scholarship delves further into developing a
critically aware citizenship through mathematics education. Extending current thinking about the
role of mathematics education and educating students for future needs, this book will be of great
interest for academics, researchers and postgraduate students in the field of mathematics education,
STEM education and sustainability education.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Youth: Responding to Lives Andrew
Azzopardi, 2013-11-19 This book draws from various fields of knowledge, in an effort to theorise,
create new and innovative conceptual platforms and develop further the hybrid idea of discourses
around social inclusion and youth (from policy, practice and research perspectives). Youth:
Responding to lives - An international handbook attempts to fill the persistent gap in the
problematisation and understanding of inclusion, communalism, citizenship - that are intertwined
within the complex youth debate. It writhes and wriggles to highlight the interconnections between
the encounters, events and endeavors in young people’s lives. The focus of this edited work is also
intended to help us understand how young people shape their development, involvement, and
visibility as socio-political actors within their communities. It is this speckled experience of youth
that remains one of the most electrifying stages in a community’s lifecycle. Contributors to this text
have engaged with notions around identity and change, involvement, social behavior, community
cohesion, politics and social activism. The chapters offer an array of critical perspectives on social
policies and the broad realm of social inclusion/exclusion and how it affects young people. This book
essentially analyses equal opportunities and its allied concepts, including inequality, inequity,
disadvantage and diversity that have been studied extensively across all disciplines of social sciences
and humanities but now need a youth studies ‘application’.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Teacher Educators’ Subjective
Theories about Quality Teaching Niyibzi, Emmanuel,

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Resources in Education , 1995-04

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Curriculum, Teachers and
Technology in the Turkish and International Contexts Fatma Bikmaz, Fatma Mizikaci,
2022-09-15 This volume addresses problems and emerging trends in curriculum and technology, and
discusses educational matters at the intersection of national and international challenges. It takes
the reader on a journey considering issues in curriculum research and practice and developments in
teacher education and technology. The book also shows that curriculum as an applied discipline has
direct and indirect influences not only on schooling, but also on uncertainties of society, vulnerable
groups and global changes. It will be of great interest to curriculum scholars, educators and
practitioners, especially when distance education and remote teaching are on the agenda of all
education systems throughout the world.



primary teacher interview questions and answers: The Price of Freedom Tatiana Lysenko,
2014-01-24 For hundreds of years, immigrants have been coming to America to gain greater
freedom and to realize their dreams. Author Tatiana Lysenko is one of them. In The Price of
Freedom, she provides a fictionalized account of her life story, recalling her childhood and youth,
her successes and failures, and the eventual asylum she gained in the United States. Through the
eyes of Slava, this narrative provides a look at a woman who considers herself a true Ukrainian, but
with new views on the modern world that are not understood in the post-Communist society. She is
suffocating in the society where she was born and seeks to find a new home where there is no
persecution, where there would be no fear for the future and no bribery or corruption-a place where
people live full lives rather than merely surviving. Slava discusses the Ukrainian history, culture, and
customs, while sharing how these not only shaped her life but affected her present and her future.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: Preparing the Next Generation of
Teacher Educators for Clinical Practice Diane Yendol-Hoppey, Nancy Fichtman Dana, David T.
Hoppey, 2019-07-01 Today, in many contexts the lack of attention to preparing the next generation
of teacher educators as well as having a critical mass of faculty who understand the current teacher
education research problem lingers. Although the NCATE Blue Ribbon Panel Report (2010), the
recent advent of the CAEP standards, and the new AACTE Clinical Practice Commission Report
(2017) challenge those responsible for teacher preparation to rethink the design as well as their
work within clinical practice, there is much too little discussion about how to prepare the next
generation of teacher educators to work differently. Just like Zeichner found almost 20 years ago,
teacher education still too often remains “a tangential concern for most and the major concern of
only a few” (Ziechner, 1999, p. 11). These concerns raise important questions for those who are
currently responsible for pivoting, reinventing, and researching teacher preparation. This book
offers insights from teacher education researchers that illustrate the ongoing benefits and persistent
challenges of educating and preparing university and school-based teacher educators. This is an
important step in understanding the complex roles, practices, and responsibilities associated with
high quality teacher education that emphasizes clinical practice.

primary teacher interview questions and answers: The Impact of New Health Imperatives
on Educational Policy and Schooling Jan Wright, Valerie Harwood, 2016-02-05 Currently a great deal
of public discourse around health is on the assumed relationship between childhood inactivity, young
people’s diets, and a putative steep rise in obesity. Children and young people are increasingly being
identified as a population at ‘risk’ in relation to these health concerns. Such concerns are driving
what might be described as new ‘health imperatives’ which prescribe the choices young people
should make around lifestyle: physical activity, body regulation, dietary habits, and sedentary
behaviour. These health imperatives are a powerful force driving major policy initiatives on health
and education in a number of countries in the Western world. Schools in particular have been
targeted for the implementation of a plethora of initiatives designed to help children and young
people lose weight, become more active and change their eating patterns inside and outside school.
Addressing these issues requires an innovative theoretical approach. Neither the fields of ‘eating
disorders’ nor ‘obesity research’ has addressed these issues from a sociological and pedagogical
perspective. The contributors to this edited collection draw on a range of social theories, including
Michel Foucault and Basil Bernstein to interpret the data collected across three countries (Australia
and New Zealand, United Kingdom) and from a range of primary and secondary schools. Each
chapter addresses various aspects of the relationship between health imperatives as constituted in
government policies, school programs and practices, their recontextualised in school practices and
the impact of this on the subjectivities of children and teachers. This book was originally published
as a special issue of Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education.
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