
preschool education in russia

preschool education in russia plays a crucial role in the developmental
stages of children, laying a foundation for lifelong learning and social
skills. This system encompasses various institutions and educational programs
designed to prepare children aged from infancy to seven years for formal
schooling. The approach to early childhood education in Russia combines
traditional values with modern pedagogical methods, reflecting both
governmental policies and cultural priorities. Understanding the structure,
curriculum, and challenges of preschool education in Russia provides insight
into how the country nurtures its youngest learners. This article will
explore the historical background, current framework, curriculum specifics,
and the role of educators within the preschool education sector.
Additionally, it will address accessibility, government involvement, and
emerging trends shaping the future of early childhood education in Russia.
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History and Development of Preschool Education
in Russia
The origins of preschool education in Russia date back to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, influenced by both European educational philosophies
and domestic social reforms. The Soviet era brought significant changes, with
the state emphasizing widespread access to early childhood education as part
of its social policy. During this period, kindergartens and nurseries were
established extensively to support working families and ensure early
cognitive and social development. Post-Soviet reforms in the 1990s introduced
new pedagogical methods and diversified preschool programs, aligning more
closely with international standards while preserving Russian educational
traditions.



Evolution Through the Soviet Period
During the Soviet Union, preschool education was highly institutionalized and
state-controlled. The government prioritized early education as a means of
cultivating socialist values and preparing children for a collective society.
Kindergartens were often large and publicly funded, offering a standardized
curriculum focused on physical development, basic literacy, and social
skills. This system aimed to provide equal opportunities for all children
regardless of their background.

Post-Soviet Changes and Modernization
After 1991, preschool education in Russia underwent significant
transformation. The introduction of market economy dynamics and
decentralization led to a mix of public and private preschool providers.
Educational reforms promoted child-centered learning, creativity, and
individualized development. This period also saw the introduction of new
pedagogical approaches inspired by Western early childhood education models,
alongside continued emphasis on traditional Russian methodologies.

Structure and Types of Preschool Institutions
Preschool education in Russia is delivered through a variety of institutions
catering to children from infancy up to school entry age. The system includes
state-run kindergartens, private preschools, and specialized centers focusing
on language, art, or physical development. The organizational structure is
designed to accommodate diverse family needs and regional differences across
the vast country.

State Kindergartens
State kindergartens remain the most common form of preschool education,
funded and regulated by local and federal authorities. These institutions
typically accept children aged three to seven years and provide a
comprehensive program that prepares them for primary school. They often
include group activities, play-based learning, and basic academic
preparation.

Private and Specialized Preschools
Private preschools have expanded significantly in urban areas, offering
alternative curricula and smaller class sizes. Some private institutions
focus on bilingual education, Montessori methods, or enhanced artistic and
musical training. Specialized centers may also provide early intervention
services or cater to children with special educational needs.



Nurseries and Early Childhood Centers
For children under three, nurseries and early childhood centers provide care
and developmental activities. These facilities focus on physical care,
sensory experiences, and early socialization, ensuring a smooth transition to
kindergarten.

Curriculum and Educational Approaches
The curriculum of preschool education in Russia emphasizes holistic
development, including cognitive, emotional, physical, and social aspects. It
balances structured learning with play, encouraging exploration and
creativity. The Ministry of Education provides guidelines, but individual
institutions often adapt programs to local contexts and child needs.

Core Components of the Curriculum
The preschool curriculum typically covers the following areas:

Language development and literacy readiness

Mathematical concepts and logical thinking

Physical education and motor skills

Artistic and musical activities

Social skills and emotional intelligence

Introduction to natural sciences and the environment

Pedagogical Methods
Russian preschools employ a variety of teaching approaches, including play-
based learning, guided discovery, and thematic lessons. Emphasis is placed on
fostering curiosity, problem-solving skills, and cooperation among children.
Educators use storytelling, games, and hands-on activities to engage learners
and support diverse learning styles.

Role of Educators and Training
Qualified educators are essential to the success of preschool education in
Russia. Teachers, caregivers, and specialists undergo formal training to
ensure they are equipped to support early childhood development effectively.



Ongoing professional development is also encouraged to keep pace with
evolving educational research and practices.

Qualifications and Certification
Preschool educators typically hold degrees in pedagogy or early childhood
education from specialized institutions. Certification processes include
theoretical coursework, practical experience, and examinations. The
government sets standards for educator qualifications to maintain quality
across all preschools.

Professional Development and Support
Continuous training programs, workshops, and seminars are available for
preschool staff to update their skills. Topics often include child
psychology, inclusive education, innovative teaching strategies, and health
and safety protocols. Support networks and professional associations provide
forums for collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Accessibility and Government Policies
The Russian government plays a significant role in regulating and funding
preschool education to ensure broad accessibility. Policies aim to provide
affordable and high-quality early education opportunities, particularly in
urban centers and underserved regions. Efforts also focus on integrating
children with special needs and supporting families with limited resources.

Funding and Enrollment
Most preschools receive government funding, which subsidizes tuition fees for
families. Enrollment priority is often given to children from low-income
families, those with disabilities, and siblings of already enrolled children.
The government also invests in infrastructure development and teacher
salaries to improve service quality.

Legislative Framework
Several laws and regulations govern preschool education in Russia, outlining
standards for curriculum, educator qualifications, child safety, and
institutional accreditation. These legal frameworks ensure consistency and
accountability across the sector and promote continuous improvement.



Challenges and Future Trends
Despite many strengths, preschool education in Russia faces challenges such
as regional disparities, limited access in rural areas, and the need to
modernize facilities. Addressing these issues requires coordinated efforts
between federal and local authorities, educators, and communities.

Key Challenges

Unequal distribution of preschool resources across regions

Shortage of qualified educators in remote areas

Insufficient infrastructure and outdated learning materials

Balancing traditional methods with innovative pedagogies

Ensuring inclusion for children with special needs

Emerging Trends
Innovations in preschool education in Russia include increased use of digital
technologies, integration of foreign language instruction from early ages,
and expansion of private sector involvement. Growing awareness of child-
centered approaches and mental health also shape future directions.
Collaborative international projects and research partnerships contribute to
ongoing development and quality enhancement in the field.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the typical age range for preschool
education in Russia?
Preschool education in Russia typically serves children aged 3 to 7 years
old, preparing them for primary school.

Is preschool education in Russia mandatory?
Preschool education in Russia is not mandatory, but it is widely encouraged
and many children attend to develop social and educational skills before
starting primary school.



What are the main types of preschool institutions
available in Russia?
The main types of preschool institutions in Russia include state-run
kindergartens, private kindergartens, and family day care centers.

How does the Russian preschool curriculum support
child development?
The Russian preschool curriculum focuses on holistic development, including
language skills, basic mathematics, physical development, creativity, and
social skills, using play-based and structured learning methods.

Are there any recent reforms or trends in Russian
preschool education?
Recent reforms in Russian preschool education emphasize inclusive education,
digital literacy, and the integration of modern pedagogical approaches to
better prepare children for the evolving educational landscape.

Additional Resources
1. Основы дошкольного образования в России
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the foundational principles
and practices in preschool education in Russia. It covers historical
development, current educational standards, and the role of early childhood
educators. The text is ideal for students and professionals seeking a deep
understanding of the Russian preschool system.

2. Развитие речи у дошкольников: методики и практики
Focused on speech development, this book explores effective methods to
enhance language skills in young children. It includes practical exercises,
games, and strategies tailored to the Russian language and cultural context.
Educators and parents will find valuable tools to support early communication
abilities.

3. Игровые технологии в дошкольном образовании
This title examines the use of play-based learning in Russian preschools. It
discusses various types of educational games and their impact on cognitive
and social development. The book emphasizes interactive and creative
approaches that align with national educational guidelines.

4. Психология дошкольника: теория и практика
A detailed exploration of preschool children's psychological development,
this book integrates theory with practical advice for educators. It covers
emotional, social, and cognitive growth stages typical in Russian
preschoolers. The content supports teachers in creating nurturing and
effective learning environments.



5. Методика обучения математике в дошкольных учреждениях
This book presents strategies for introducing mathematical concepts to
preschool children in Russia. It offers step-by-step approaches, from
counting to basic geometry, using culturally relevant examples. The guide is
valuable for educators aiming to build strong early numeracy skills.

6. Воспитание детей дошкольного возраста в семье и детском саду
Addressing the collaboration between family and preschool institutions, this
book highlights the importance of consistent educational approaches. It
provides insights into parenting styles, home activities, and communication
with educators to support child development. The focus is on creating a
cohesive learning environment for preschoolers.

7. Адаптация детей к детскому саду: проблемы и решения
This work discusses the challenges children face when transitioning to
preschool and suggests effective strategies to ease adaptation. It includes
case studies and recommendations for teachers and parents in the Russian
context. The book aims to minimize separation anxiety and promote positive
experiences.

8. Экологическое воспитание в дошкольном возрасте
Focusing on environmental education, this book introduces methods to
cultivate ecological awareness among preschool children. It integrates
nature-based activities and lessons aligned with Russian educational
standards. The author emphasizes fostering respect and responsibility for the
environment from an early age.

9. Инклюзивное образование в дошкольных учреждениях России
This title explores inclusive education practices within Russian preschools,
addressing the needs of children with diverse abilities. It offers guidelines
for adapting curricula and creating supportive classroom environments.
Educators will find practical advice on promoting equity and inclusion in
early childhood settings.
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country featured in this volume presents its own unique perspective in relation to the cultural and
societal constraints around teacher training and/or family practices and the thinking around those
practices that are important for early childhood development. Offering a unique insight into how
teachers and families work together in different countries, the book is essential reading for early
childhood educators, researchers, early childhood organisations, policy makers and those interested
to know more about early childhood within an international perspective.
  preschool education in russia: Continuous Teacher Education in Russia Roza A. Valeeva,
Aydar M. Kalimullin, 2024-07-24 This is the definitive English language text on continuous teacher
education, drawing on scholarly expertise in Russia and locating the policies and practices within a
global reform of teacher education, providing new perspectives that will be of interest to education
scholars, policymakers and practitioners on an international scale.
  preschool education in russia: Vygotsky’s Theory in Early Childhood Education and Research
Nikolay Veraksa, Sonja Sheridan, 2018-02-21 Drawing upon in-depth analyses of Lev Vygotsky’s
theories of early childhood and investigating the ways in which his ideas are reflected in
contemporary educational settings, this book brings into sharp relief the numerous opportunities for
preschool learning and development afforded by Vygotskian approaches. Discussion of recent
developments in the understanding and implementation of Vygotsky’s ideas in Western and Russian
contexts facilitates comparison, and provides readers with fresh impetus to integrate elements into
their own practice. Chapters are clearly structured and address the multitude of aspects touched
upon by Vygotsky, including cognitive development, communication and interaction, play, literacy
and the quality of preschool settings. Providing a comprehensive exploration of current stances on
Vygotsky's ideas in diverse cultural-historical contexts, Vygotsky's Theory in Early Childhood
Education and Research will be of interest to researchers, practitioners, educators and politicians
involved in early years education.
  preschool education in russia: Child Development in Russia Aleksander Veraksa, 2022-09-02
This book presents unique results of complex studies from the all-Russian longitudinal study “Grow
with Russia”. In the framework of the cultural-historical concept, it focuses on the social situation of
development, which is organized by adults, and its influence on cognitive and emotional
development of children. It examines the role of the traditional play in children's development in
modern conditions. The book explores the changes in social situation of development due to the
digitalization of the world and its impact on child development, child groups and play development.
The book searches for cognitive cultural tools as means of concept acquisition by preschool children
in different domains as well as key factors that influence effectiveness of different cultural tools
usage. This book provides international perspectives, making results from the study applicable to
different cultural contexts.
  preschool education in russia: Teacher Education in Russia Ian Menter, 2021-08-04 This book
examines the history, recent developments, and direction of travel of Russian teacher education. It
draws on scholarly expertise and professional experience in Russia and locates the policies and
practices that are discussed within the context of the continuing global reform of teacher education.
Providing a rich description of the trajectory of teacher education in Russia, the book analyses the
processes of change between the history, current practice, and future directions for Russian teacher
education. The chapters consider the relationship between research, policy, and practice and
examine the respective influences of the former USSR, of processes of wider reform in the Russian
Federation since 'glasnost' and 'perestroika', and of globalisation within education. What emerges
from the book is that the Russian case is a prime example of 'vernacular globalisation' in teacher
education. Many important insights into processes of education reform and some of the major
themes in teacher education are discussed, thus providing new perspectives that are likely to be of
interest to scholars and researchers of comparative education and teacher education, as well as
policymakers.
  preschool education in russia: The Education System in the Russian Federation The
World Bank, 2012-04-13 This volume combines statistical data and qualitative information to



describe the organization and functioning of education system in the Russian Federation. it is
intended for non-Russian researchers willing to get familiar with Russian education system and more
generally for those involved in education policy.
  preschool education in russia: Handbook of International Perspectives on Early
Childhood Education Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, James E. Johnson, Suzanne Flannery Quinn, Michael
M. Patte, 2018-02-21 The Handbook of International Perspectives on Early Childhood Education
provides a groundbreaking compilation of research from an interdisciplinary group of distinguished
experts in early childhood education (ECE), child development, cultural and cross-cultural research
in the psychological sciences, etc. The chapters provide current overviews of ECE in Latin America
and the Caribbean, the Middle East, Asia, Australia, Africa, Europe, the US, and Canada, and convey
how ECE is multi-sectorial, multi-cultural, and multi-disciplinary, undergirded by such disciplines as
neuroscience, psychological anthropology, cross-cultural human development, childhood studies,
and political science.
  preschool education in russia: International Perspectives on Early Childhood Teacher
Education in the 21st Century Wendy Boyd, Susanne Garvis, 2021-10-22 This book provides
significant information regarding the policies and provisions for early childhood teacher education
programs in universities in fourteen different countries. Early childhood education and care (ECEC)
is expanding rapidly across the globe with unprecedented numbers of children attending EC centres,
requiring the investment in educators to provide good quality ECEC. Yet, there is an inconsistent
approach to early childhood teacher preparation and the quality of existing programs is not known.
Each country’s contributing author/s is/are well known in their field for their in-depth knowledge of
early childhood teacher education programs including content, structure, and professional
experience that works within the scope of policy and registration agencies. The chapters address the
current situation of staffing—shortage or oversupply—of early childhood teachers in their country.
The book informs policy regarding content of early childhood teacher preparation programs and
provides evidence of current courses across many under-represented countries throughout the
world. It makes a significant contribution to understanding the environment for early childhood
teacher programs.
  preschool education in russia: Reforming Education in the Regions of Russia Mary Canning,
Peter R. Moock, Timothy E. Heleniak, 1999-01-01 Russia's educational system, with broad access,
and high levels of scholarly achievement, has long been a source of strength. The Soviet system,
however, was grossly overcentralized, inefficient, and lacking in accountability. In the last decade,
attempted rapid decentralization has not been well designed, since there has been no commensurate
transfer of resources and levels of responsibility have remained unclear. Unless corrected soon, the
harmful impact on educational quality and equity could be very serious. The purposes of this report
are to analyze the nature of the current problems and to discuss policy options open to the Russian
Government in its efforts to improve educational efficiency, preserving and even improving equitable
access, without sacrificing traditions of academic excellence. This report is based on analysis of
trends across the 89 Russian regions and case studies. In its conclusions, the report draws on this
regional experience to suggest reform options. Among other proposals, efficiency could be increased
by giving schools increased financial autonomy, using of per capita financing formulae, and
beginning to rationalize the teaching force and improve its quality. A national system of student
assessment might help both to raise quality and improve the equity of access to highly selective
institutions. Reforms are required to improve the market responsiveness of first-level vocational
education, and especially to avoid excessive and premature specialization. Education practitioners
and policy makers will find this publication of interest.
  preschool education in russia: Assessing and Evaluating Early Childhood Education
Systems Susanne Garvis, Heidi Harju-Luukkainen, Jonna Kangas, 2022-07-04 This book provides
global perspectives on assessment and evaluation practices with young children in contemporary
times within early childhood education systems. It critiques and evaluates current evaluation and
assessment goals and tools in early childhood settings. The book also compares the different



approaches to educational evaluations from different countries in early childhood education and
care. It provides insights into different approaches, techniques as well as perspectives of micro and
macro-levels of analysis. This book aims to create an international understanding about the thematic
conceptions of assessment for early childhood education and care.
  preschool education in russia: Handbook of Early Language Education Mila Schwartz,
2022-03-30 This is the first international and interdisciplinary handbook to offer a comprehensive
and an in-depth overview of findings from contemporary research, theory, and practice in early
childhood language education in various parts of the world and with different populations. The
contributions by leading scholars and practitioners are structured to give a survey of the topic,
highlight its importance, and provide a critical stance. The book covers preschool ages, and looks at
children belonging to diverse ethno-linguistic groups and experiencing different histories and
pathways of their socio-linguistic and socio-cultural development and early education. The languages
under the scope of this handbook are identified by the contributors as immigrant languages,
indigenous, endangered, heritage, regional, minority, majority, and marginalized, as well as foreign
and second languages, all of which are discussed in relation to early language education as the key
concept of the handbook. In this volume, “early language education” will refer to any kind of setting,
both formal and informal (e.g. nursery, kindergarten, early childhood education centers,
complementary early schooling etc.) in which language learning within a context of children's
sociolinguistic diversity takes place before elementary school.
  preschool education in russia: Play and STEM Education in the Early Years Sue Dale
Tunnicliffe, Teresa J. Kennedy, 2022-06-16 This edited book provides an overview of unstructured
and structured play scenarios crucial to developing young children’s awareness, interest, and ability
to learn Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) in informal and formal
education environments. The key elements for developing future STEM capital, enabling children to
use their intuitive critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, and promoting active citizenship
and a scientifically literate workforce, begins in the early years as children learn through play,
employing trial and error, and often investigating on their own. Forty-seven STEM experts come
together from 16 countries (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Canada, England, Finland, Germany,
Israel, Jamaica, Japan, Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, Russia, Sweden, and the USA) and describe
educational policies and experiences related to young learners 3–4 years of age, as well as students
attending formal-nursery school, early primary school, and the early years classes post 5 years of
age. The book is intended for parents seeking to provide STEM activities for their children at home
and in playgroups, citizen scientists seeking guidance to provide children with quality educational
activities, daycare practitioners providing educational structures for young children from birth to
formal education, primary school teachers and preservice teachers seeking to teach preschool,
kindergarten or children typically aged 5–8 years old in grades 1–3, as well as researchers and
policy makers working in science didactics with small children.
  preschool education in russia: International Perspectives on Early Childhood Education
and Care Susanne Garvis, Sivanes Phillipson, Heidi Harju-Luukkainen, 2018-01-12 The first volume
in this Early Childhood Education and Care in the 21st Century: International Teaching, Family and
Policy Perspectives miniseries provides a snapshot of early childhood education and care from 19
different countries around the world. The intention is to provide a description for the policy and
provision for young children and their families in each of the unique contemporary contexts. The
selection of countries includes every continent in the world to provide variety across cultures,
socio-economic status, location, population and other unique factors. Some chapters also share the
development and history of early childhood in their country, including economic and political
transitions that lead to changes in early childhood provision and policy. The book provides essential
takeaways for early childhood educators, researchers, early childhood organisations, policy makers
and those interested to know more about early childhood education within an international
perspective.
  preschool education in russia: Russian Mathematics Education Alexander Karp, 2010 Volume



I, entitled Russian Mathematics Education: History and World Significance, consists of several
chapters written by distinguished authorities from Russia, the United States and other nations. It
Examines the hostory of mathematics education in Russia and its relevance to mathematics
education throughout the world. The second volume, entitled Russian Mathematics education is
highly respected for its achievements and was once very influential internationally, it has never been
explored in depth. This publication does just that. --Book Jacket.
  preschool education in russia: Education and Society in the New Russia Anthony Jones,
1994 This survey of the changes in education and socialization in the former USSR examines the
institutions that are shaping the first post-Soviet generation. Chapters provide reports on such
questions as diversification and the development of independent schools, curriculum reform and
democratization.
  preschool education in russia: Foreign Social Science Bibliographies United States.
Bureau of the Census, 1965
  preschool education in russia: The Culture of Russia Emily Sebastian, 2018-07-01 Though
current events have brought Russia into the spotlight of late, many Americans still have only the
haziest notion of Russian culture. This wide-ranging reference introduces the peoples, languages,
and religions of Russia and also delves into such facets of Russian culture as sports, the media,
holidays, traditional foods, and education. Chapters devoted to architecture, the visual arts,
literature, and the performing arts highlight the best of Russia's cultural heritage, including the
novels of Leo Tolstoy and Fyodor Dostoyevsky, the films of Sergey Eisenstein, the music of
Tchaikovsky and Sergey Prokofiev, and the churches of Pskov. Readers will find this volume to be a
fascinating introduction to a rich, complex culture.
  preschool education in russia: Policification of Early Childhood Education and Care
Susanne Garvis, Sivanes Phillipson, 2019-10-29 The third volume in the Early Childhood Education
in the 21st Century: International Teaching, Family and Policy Perspectives miniseries focuses on
research highlights and policy aspects of early childhood education and care from 22 different
countries around the world. This volume provides a platform for authors to discuss and debate the
implications of research findings on current practices that reflect policies of each country. The
research presented spans from challenges in teacher training to case studies of family practices
around early child development to problematise the key components of teacher education and family
practices that impact young children’s education and care. By problematising the key issues, chapter
authors discuss the shifting paradigm of early childhood education and the importance of future
research in informing these changes. Offering key policy and practice insights across 19 different
countries, this book is a must-read for early childhood educators, researchers, early childhood
organisations, policy makers and those interested to know more about early childhood within an
international perspective.
  preschool education in russia: Russian and Soviet Education 1731-1989 John T. Zepper,
William W. Brickman, 2014-02-04 Volume 9 in the series of Reference Books in International
Education. This bibliography is intended to provide a reference aid to mature Russian-Soviet
scholars, to those beginning a life-long study of this field, and to students in Russian-Soviet Studies
and allied fields. This title provides a resource to scholars, students, and professionals seeking to
understand the role played by education in various societies or regions of the world.
  preschool education in russia: Globalisation and Teacher Education in the BRICS
Countries Ian Menter, Roza A. Valeeva, Martha Prata-Linhares, 2024-07-29 This edited volume
critically engages with the debate on teacher education systems in the BRICS countries (Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa), considering the effects of contemporary globalisation
processes on each differing geographic location. Written by leading researchers from the BRICS
countries, chapters reveal the processes present in these countries regarding the often-problematic
relationships between research, policy, and practice, as well as the extent of integration between
higher education institutions and basic schools, with particular emphasis on teachers’ professional
development. With a particular focus on the role of research and positioning of the school practicum,



the book offers new insights into the processes of educational globalisation. It presents comparative
discussions of the development of BRICS and the significance of education and preparation of
teachers between the five nations, each with differing educational traditions. Ultimately, this book
provides a unique picture of teacher education systems across these five countries and offers new
perspectives that will enrich the work of scholars, students, and researchers in the fields of
international and comparative education, education policy and politics, globalisation, and teacher
education. Policymakers and teacher educators involved in globalisation studies may also benefit
from the volume more broadly.
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ages 3 and older. Our staff is committed to best practices and to
Best Preschools in Denver: Complete Guide (2025)   Thrive Preschool Denver at Plum Hill is a
preschool that truly lives up to its name. From the moment I stepped through the doors, I was
welcomed by a warm and inviting
THE BEST 10 PRESCHOOLS in DENVER, CO - Updated 2025 - Yelp What are some popular
services for preschools?
The Top Best Preschools in Denver, CO 2025 - Winnie For any child, preschool education is an
essential step on the path to kindergarten. We want the best for your child and that’s why this
program focuses on their personal development with
Best Private Preschools in Denver, CO (2025-26) View the 2025-26 top ranked private
preschools in Denver, Colorado. Find tuition info, acceptance rates, reviews and more. Read about
top ranked schools like: Colorado Academy, Bethlehem
Wash Park Preschool | Larks Preschool | Denver Since 2004, we've brought early childhood
expertise to our thoughtfully designed environment within the West Wash Park neighborhood. We
want so much to convey the joy we feel creating
A Busy Child Preschool and Daycare | Denver, CO | denver preschool Contact us today to set
up an appointment to tour our preschool, or to inquire about our programs and waitlist
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Education: In Russia (Time9mon) Illiteracy, like all evils, is sometimes a blessing. So thinks the
Russian Ministry of Education, at all events. Of late the Ministry took the Russian alphabet in hand,
examined it for superfluous
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