
pragmatic language goals autism
pragmatic language goals autism are essential components in the development
and support of individuals on the autism spectrum. Pragmatic language refers
to the social use of language, encompassing skills such as conversational
turn-taking, understanding nonverbal cues, and adapting communication to
different contexts. For children and adults with autism, these skills often
present challenges that can impact social interactions, academic success, and
daily living. This article explores the importance of pragmatic language
goals in autism therapy, outlines effective strategies for setting and
achieving these goals, and highlights specific objectives tailored to various
developmental stages. Additionally, it delves into assessment methods and
intervention techniques that support communication growth. Understanding how
to implement pragmatic language goals effectively is crucial for speech-
language pathologists, educators, caregivers, and therapists working with the
autism population. The following sections provide a comprehensive guide to
pragmatic language goals for autism and practical approaches to optimizing
communication outcomes.

Understanding Pragmatic Language in Autism

Common Pragmatic Language Challenges in Autism

Setting Effective Pragmatic Language Goals

Examples of Pragmatic Language Goals for Different Ages

Assessment Tools for Pragmatic Language Skills

Intervention Strategies to Support Pragmatic Language Development

Understanding Pragmatic Language in Autism
Pragmatic language refers to the use of language in social contexts,
involving the ability to use verbal and nonverbal communication appropriately
during interactions. In autism spectrum disorder (ASD), pragmatic language
deficits are common and can significantly affect social participation and
relationships. Individuals with autism may struggle with interpreting
contextual cues, understanding implied meanings, or adapting their speech to
suit the listener or situation. These challenges influence their ability to
initiate, maintain, and conclude conversations effectively. Recognizing the
specific nature of pragmatic language impairments in autism is fundamental to
designing targeted goals and interventions that promote functional
communication skills.



Defining Pragmatic Language
Pragmatic language encompasses various components such as turn-taking, topic
maintenance, eye contact, understanding sarcasm or jokes, and the use of
gestures or facial expressions. It goes beyond vocabulary and grammar by
focusing on the social rules of communication. Effective pragmatic language
skills enable individuals to navigate social interactions smoothly, build
rapport, and express needs or emotions appropriately.

Importance of Pragmatic Language in Autism
For individuals with autism, pragmatic language abilities are closely linked
to social success and quality of life. Difficulties in this area can lead to
social isolation, frustration, and behavioral challenges. Therefore,
pragmatic language goals in autism interventions aim to enhance social
communication competence, facilitating better peer relationships, academic
engagement, and community integration.

Common Pragmatic Language Challenges in Autism
Many individuals with autism exhibit specific pragmatic language difficulties
that affect their daily interactions. Identifying these common challenges
helps tailor goals that address the most impactful areas of need.

Difficulty with Conversational Skills
Children and adults with autism often struggle with initiating conversations,
responding appropriately, or maintaining a topic. They may interrupt
frequently or fail to recognize when the listener’s interest wanes. This can
lead to misunderstandings and social withdrawal.

Challenges Understanding Nonverbal Communication
Interpreting facial expressions, body language, and tone of voice is
frequently impaired in autism. These nonverbal cues are critical for
understanding emotions and intentions, and their absence can hinder effective
communication.

Problems with Social Reciprocity
Pragmatic language difficulties also include challenges with social
reciprocity—sharing interests, emotions, or experiences with others. This may
manifest as a lack of eye contact, limited use of gestures, or difficulty
taking turns in conversation.



Setting Effective Pragmatic Language Goals
Pragmatic language goals autism interventions should be clear, measurable,
and individualized to meet each person’s unique needs. Effective goal setting
involves collaboration among speech-language pathologists, educators, and
families to ensure relevance and functionality.

Characteristics of Well-Formulated Goals
Goals must be specific, observable, and achievable within a realistic
timeframe. They should target skills that promote independence and social
engagement, such as initiating greetings or interpreting figurative language.
Incorporating functional communication contexts enhances motivation and
generalization.

Steps to Develop Pragmatic Language Goals

Conduct a comprehensive assessment to identify strengths and weaknesses.1.

Prioritize pragmatic skills that impact daily communication and social2.
participation.

Set short-term and long-term goals with clear criteria for success.3.

Integrate goals into naturalistic settings whenever possible.4.

Regularly review and adjust goals based on progress and emerging needs.5.

Examples of Pragmatic Language Goals for
Different Ages
Pragmatic language goals for autism vary depending on developmental level,
cognitive abilities, and individual communication profiles. Here are examples
organized by age group to illustrate appropriate targets.

Preschool Age Goals

Use simple greetings and farewells in social settings.

Take turns during play or conversation with peers or adults.

Follow simple conversational rules, such as staying on topic.



Use gestures like pointing or waving to support communication.

Respond to basic social questions like “What is your name?” or “How are
you?”

School-Age Goals

Maintain a topic for at least 3–5 conversational turns.

Interpret and respond to nonliteral language, such as idioms and humor.

Recognize and use appropriate eye contact during interactions.

Adjust language style based on listener and context (e.g., formal vs.
informal).

Initiate and join group conversations effectively.

Adolescent and Adult Goals

Interpret social cues such as sarcasm, tone, and body language.

Engage in problem-solving conversations with peers or coworkers.

Use appropriate conversational repair strategies when misunderstandings
occur.

Recognize and respect personal space and social boundaries.

Adapt communication style in professional and social environments.

Assessment Tools for Pragmatic Language Skills
Accurate assessment is critical for identifying pragmatic language deficits
and tracking progress over time. Various standardized and observational tools
are available to evaluate social communication abilities in individuals with
autism.



Standardized Pragmatic Language Assessments
Several norm-referenced tests assess pragmatic language components, including
conversational skills, use of nonverbal communication, and understanding of
figurative language. Examples include the Test of Pragmatic Language (TOPL)
and the Comprehensive Assessment of Spoken Language (CASL).

Naturalistic Observations
Observing an individual in everyday social settings provides valuable
information about pragmatic language use in context. This method captures
spontaneous communication behaviors and helps identify specific challenges
and strengths.

Parent and Teacher Questionnaires
Caregiver and educator reports offer insights into pragmatic language
performance across environments. Instruments like the Children’s
Communication Checklist (CCC) can help identify pragmatic impairments and
guide intervention planning.

Intervention Strategies to Support Pragmatic
Language Development
Effective interventions for pragmatic language goals autism focus on
structured teaching, modeling, and opportunities for practice in natural
contexts. Strategies are designed to improve social communication competence
and generalization of skills.

Structured Social Skills Training
Social skills groups and targeted training provide a safe environment for
practicing specific pragmatic language skills. These sessions often include
role-playing, video modeling, and peer interaction exercises to reinforce
learning.

Use of Visual Supports and Social Stories
Visual aids such as cue cards, diagrams, and social stories help individuals
understand and remember social communication rules. These tools can clarify
expectations and support comprehension of abstract concepts.



Incorporating Technology
Apps and computer-based programs designed to teach social communication and
pragmatic language offer interactive and engaging practice opportunities.
Some technologies provide immediate feedback and customizable scenarios.

Collaborative and Naturalistic Approaches
Embedding pragmatic language goals in everyday routines and activities
promotes generalization. Collaboration among therapists, educators, and
families ensures consistent support and reinforcement across settings.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are pragmatic language goals in autism therapy?
Pragmatic language goals in autism therapy focus on improving social
communication skills such as understanding and using language in social
contexts, including initiating conversations, taking turns, understanding
nonverbal cues, and maintaining topics.

Why are pragmatic language goals important for
individuals with autism?
Pragmatic language goals are important because individuals with autism often
struggle with the social use of language, which affects their ability to
interact effectively with others, build relationships, and navigate social
situations.

What are some common pragmatic language goals for
children with autism?
Common goals include improving eye contact, learning to initiate and respond
in conversations, understanding and using gestures, recognizing sarcasm or
idioms, maintaining topic relevance, and interpreting nonverbal cues.

How can therapists measure progress in pragmatic
language goals for autism?
Progress can be measured through observations of social interactions,
standardized assessments, parent and teacher reports, and video analysis to
track improvements in conversational skills and social communication.



Can pragmatic language goals be integrated with
other therapy goals for autism?
Yes, pragmatic language goals are often integrated with goals targeting
speech clarity, vocabulary development, and social skills training to provide
a comprehensive approach to communication development.

What role do parents play in supporting pragmatic
language goals for children with autism?
Parents can support pragmatic language goals by modeling appropriate social
communication, providing opportunities for social interaction, reinforcing
skills learned in therapy, and collaborating with therapists to generalize
skills at home and in the community.

Are there specific interventions effective for
improving pragmatic language in autism?
Yes, interventions such as social skills groups, video modeling, peer-
mediated therapy, and structured play-based therapy have been shown to be
effective in enhancing pragmatic language skills in individuals with autism.

How early should pragmatic language goals be
introduced in autism intervention?
Pragmatic language goals should be introduced as early as possible, often
during early intervention, to support the development of foundational social
communication skills critical for later social and academic success.

What challenges do therapists face when setting
pragmatic language goals for autism?
Challenges include the variability in social communication abilities among
individuals with autism, difficulty generalizing skills across settings, and
the need to tailor goals to the individual's unique strengths and needs.

How can technology support the achievement of
pragmatic language goals in autism?
Technology such as speech-generating devices, social skills apps, and video
modeling tools can provide engaging and consistent practice opportunities,
helping individuals with autism improve their pragmatic language skills in a
structured and motivating way.



Additional Resources
1. Pragmatic Language Skills for Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
This book offers practical strategies and interventions designed to improve
the pragmatic language abilities of children with autism. It focuses on
helping children understand and use language in social contexts, including
conversational skills, nonverbal communication, and perspective-taking. The
book includes case studies, activities, and assessment tools tailored for
therapists and educators.

2. Social Communication and Pragmatic Language in Autism: Evidence-Based
Approaches
This comprehensive resource explores evidence-based methods for enhancing
social communication and pragmatic language in individuals with autism. It
covers theoretical foundations, assessment techniques, and intervention
plans. Readers will find detailed descriptions of programs that target social
reciprocity, conversational skills, and pragmatic language development.

3. Teaching Pragmatic Language to Children with Autism: A Step-by-Step Guide
Designed for speech-language pathologists and educators, this guide provides
step-by-step instructions for teaching pragmatic language skills to children
on the autism spectrum. It includes lesson plans, visual supports, and real-
life examples to facilitate social communication. The book emphasizes
functional language use in everyday settings.

4. Improving Social Communication in Autism: Pragmatic Language Interventions
This book focuses on practical interventions aimed at improving social
communication and pragmatic language in children and adolescents with autism.
It discusses challenges such as understanding sarcasm, idioms, and nonliteral
language. The author presents strategies to enhance conversational turn-
taking, eye contact, and topic maintenance.

5. Pragmatic Language Disorders and Autism: Assessment and Therapy Techniques
Providing a detailed overview of pragmatic language disorders associated with
autism, this book discusses assessment methods and therapeutic approaches. It
includes standardized tests and observational tools to identify pragmatic
deficits. Therapists will find targeted exercises to improve narrative
skills, social inference, and language pragmatics.

6. Social Stories and Pragmatic Language: Supporting Children with Autism
This resource highlights the use of social stories as a tool to develop
pragmatic language skills in children with autism. It explains how social
stories can teach appropriate social behaviors, conversational norms, and
emotional understanding. The book offers templates and examples for creating
customized social stories.

7. Pragmatic Language Interventions: Strategies for Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorders
Focusing on intervention strategies, this book covers a range of techniques
to support pragmatic language development in children with autism. It
addresses skills such as greetings, requesting, commenting, and repairing



communication breakdowns. The author integrates visual supports, role-
playing, and video modeling to enhance learning.

8. Building Social Communication Skills in Autism: Pragmatic Language and
Beyond
This book explores the broader context of social communication, emphasizing
pragmatic language as a core component. It offers practical advice for
parents and professionals on fostering social interaction, emotional
regulation, and conversational competence in individuals with autism. The
text includes real-world scenarios and interactive activities.

9. Functional Pragmatic Language in Autism: Assessment, Intervention, and
Outcomes
Aimed at clinicians and researchers, this book examines functional pragmatic
language skills and their impact on daily life for individuals with autism.
It reviews assessment frameworks, intervention efficacy, and outcome
measurement. The book also discusses challenges in generalizing pragmatic
skills across environments and suggests strategies to promote maintenance and
transfer.
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Autism Sheila Wagner, 2021-10-05 Appropriate social and communicative behavior is a fundamental
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responsibility along the way. The most important long-term goal, however, is that they turn into
content, kind and successful fellow human beings. This Social Cartoon Curriculum illustrates more
than 120 goals for developing positive personality features, adequate social behavior and
communicative competence. Ideas for long- and short-term goals have been selected from existing
school programs, general education of values, as well as wishes of parents, teachers and employers.
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A precursor of the book was the Cartoon and Script Curriculum for Training Social Behavior and
Communication, which aimed at children with Autism Spectrum Disorders (Bernard-Opitz, 2014).
  pragmatic language goals autism: Handbook of Pragmatic Language Disorders Louise
Cummings, 2021-09-22 This reference work is the first to examine pragmatic language disorders of
clients in complex and underserved populations. In chapters written by a range of experts, the
unique pragmatic language skills of clients are examined, allowing for a broad overview. The text
gives focus to client groups ​with complex cognitive and psychiatric problems and children and adults
that have been underserved by clinical language services ​because of maltreatment and social
exclusion. Pragmatic disorders are examined in ​children ​with sensory loss, children who have been
exposed to HIV and substance abuse, and adults with Huntington's disease and other complex
neurodegenerative pathologies. This Handbook is an essential reference for researchers and
clinicians in speech-language pathology, linguistics, psychology, and education.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Autism Spectrum Disorders from Theory to Practice
Belinda Daughrity, Ashley Wiley Johnson, 2022-11-22 Autism Spectrum Disorders from Theory to
Practice Apply the latest ASD theory to assessment and intervention in real-world clinical
environments In Autism Spectrum Disorders from Theory to Practice, a team of experienced
interventionists deliver a practical application of modern theory regarding autism spectrum
disorders (ASDs) to common, real-world clinical situations. Hands-on guidance is paired with advice
on culturally appropriate and responsive practices informed by professionals who collectively have
over 40 years of combined speech pathology experience. The work of special contributors like Dr.
Pamela Wiley, who is the Founder and President of the Los Angeles Speech and Language Therapy
Center, appears alongside evidence-based ASD intervention instruction that draws from the latest
studies and from the authors’ assessments and interventions with clients from a diverse range of
backgrounds. When combined with the reader’s own professional competence, clinical experiences,
and continuing education, this book is a powerful resource that will improve patient outcomes.
Autism Spectrum Disorders readers will also find: Personal anecdotes from the authors’ clinical
practices to help illustrate the application of the concepts discussed within Active Learning Tasks
that educators can use to promote learning activities that encourage direct engagement with the
material Helpful and illustrative diagrams included throughout the text to help elucidate points and
clarify information in each chapter Goal Spotlights that provide sample intervention goals
practitioners can use with actual clients with autism Reflection Letters in which individuals from
various perspectives and backgrounds—from autism researchers to developmental psychologists,
advocates such as Holly Robinson Peete, and adults thriving with autism—describe their experiences
Autism Spectrum Disorders from Theory to Practice is a useful reference for new and experienced
practitioners in the field of autism research, speech-language pathologists, developmental
psychologists, adapted physical education teachers, professors, and those affected by ASD in their
everyday life.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Understanding Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorders Michelle R. Haney, 2012-10-12 This text gives future educators insight into the
complexity and diversity of children with ASD, providing a basic understanding of the disorder and
guidance on how to teach affected children.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Here's How to Provide Intervention for Children with
Autism Spectrum Disorder Catherine B. Zenko, Michelle Peters Hite, 2013-10-01
  pragmatic language goals autism: Educating Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Robin LaBarbera, 2017-12-13 Educating Students with Autism Spectrum Disorders: Partnering with
Families for Positive Outcomes focuses on practical strategies for educating children with autism
spectrum disorders in the classroom. Additional features describe how to partner with families in the
implementation of many of the strategies, giving voice to parents, based on recent quantitative and
qualitative research. Case studies developed from real interviews with parents and educators open
each chapter, and the book focuses on what works and what does not work in their collaborative
experiences.



  pragmatic language goals autism: IEP Goal Writing for Speech-Language Pathologists Lydia
Kopel, Elissa Kilduff, 2020-06-15 IEP Goal Writing for Speech-Language Pathologists: Utilizing State
Standards, Second Edition familiarizes the speech-language pathologist (SLP) with specific Early
Learning Standards (ELS) and Common Core State Standards (CCSS) as well as the
speech-language skills necessary for students to be successful with the school curriculum. It also
describes how to write defensible Individualized Education Plan (IEP) goals that are related to the
ELS and CCSS. SLPs work through a set of steps to determine a student's speech-language needs.
First, an SLP needs to determine what speech-language skills are necessary for mastery of specific
standards. Then, the SLP determines what prerequisite skills are involved for each targeted
speech-language skill. Finally, there is a determination of which Steps to Mastery need to be
followed. It is through this process that an SLP and team of professionals can appropriately develop
interventions and an effective IEP. The text takes an in-depth look at the following speech-language
areas: vocabulary, questions, narrative skills/summarize, compare and contrast, main idea and
details, critical thinking, pragmatics, syntax and morphology, and articulation and phonological
processes. These areas were selected because they are the most commonly addressed skills of
intervention for students aged 3 to 21 with all levels of functioning. For each listed area, the text
analyzes the prerequisite skills and the corresponding Steps to Mastery. It provides a unique,
step-by-step process for transforming the Steps to Mastery into defensible IEP goals. The key is to
remember that the goal must be understandable, doable, measurable, and achievable. This text
provides clear guidelines of quantifiable building blocks to achieve specific goals defined by the
student's IEP. School-based SLPs are instrumental in helping students develop speech and language
skills essential for mastery of the curriculum and standards. All SLPs working with school-aged
children in public schools, private practice, or outpatient clinics will benefit from the information in
this text. New to the Second Edition: * Ten Speech and Language Checklists for determining speech
and language needs of an individual, 3–21 years of age, as well as measuring progress. * Material on
measuring progress including five performance updates. * Goal writing case studies for four
students of different ages and skill levels. * A thoroughly updated chapter on writing goals with
up-to-date examples. * Revised Prerequisite Skills and Steps to Mastery to reflect the current state
of research. * Expanded focus on evidence-based practice. Disclaimer: Please note that ancillary
content (such as documents, audio, and video, etc.) may not be included as published in the original
print version of this book.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Autism Spectrum Overview Liam Brown, AI, 2025-03-15
Autism Spectrum Overview offers a comprehensive introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD),
bridging the gap between research and practical application for parents, educators, and anyone
interested in learning more. The book emphasizes early intervention as crucial for maximizing
outcomes and explores various intervention strategies, from Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) to
speech therapy, highlighting their suitability for diverse needs. By understanding the breadth of
options and the importance of lifelong support, readers can make informed decisions to promote
positive development for individuals with autism, empowering them to thrive. The book traces the
evolution of understanding ASD, examining historical perspectives and shifting diagnostic criteria. It
dissects core characteristics like social communication differences, repetitive behaviors, and sensory
sensitivities, while also detailing the diagnostic process and differentiating ASD from other
conditions. The book culminates by addressing transition planning, lifelong support, and advocacy,
emphasizing the importance of creating inclusive communities. This balanced approach, combined
with relatable examples, makes complex concepts accessible to a broad audience.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Rehabilitation Goal Setting Richard J. Siegert, William
M. M. Levack, 2014-07-10 Written to provide clinicians, educators, researchers, and students in
rehabilitation with a comprehensive overview of the theory, practice, and evidence base of goal
setting, this first-of-its-kind reference provides an authoritative, state-of-the-art knowledge of the
practice. The authors cover a broad range of different approaches to goal setting, with input from
experts from North America, Europe, and Australia. This book is applicable to patients with stroke,



traumatic brain injury, neurological disorders, spinal cord injury, and other conditions.
  pragmatic language goals autism: The Autisms Craig M. Powell, Lisa M. Monteggia, 2013
The science of autism has seen tremendous breakthroughs in the past few decades. A multitude of
relatively rare mutations have been identified to explain around 15 % of autism cases with many of
these genetic causes systematically examined in animal models. This marriage of human genetics
and basic neurobiology has led to major advances in our understanding of how these genetic
mutations alter brain function and help to better understand the human disease. These scientific
approaches are leading to the identification of potential therapeutic targets for autism that can be
tested in the very same genetic models and hopefully translated into novel, rational therapies. The
Autisms: Molecules to Model Systems provides a roadmap to many of these genetic causes of autism
and clarifies what is known at the molecular, cellular, and circuit levels. Focusing on tractable
genetic findings in human autism and painstakingly dissecting the underlying neurobiology, the book
explains, is the key to understanding the pathophysiology of autism and ultimately to identifying
novel treatments.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Capute and Accardo's Neurodevelopmental
Disabilities in Infancy and Childhood Fatima Y Ismail, Pasquale J. Accardo, Bruce K Shapiro,
2024-11-26 Capute and Accardo's Neurodevelopmental Disabilities in Infancy and Childhood, Fourth
Edition provides updated foundational, theoretical, and practical knowledge on the spectrum and
continuum of neurodevelopmental disabilities shaped by ongoing advances in neuroscience and
related disciplines. It reviews the over-arching principles of assessment, diagnosis, and management
of patients with a wide range of neurodevelopmental disabilities. Streamlined or fully rewritten
chapters, including developmental screening and surveillance, neuroimaging and genetic evaluation,
early intervention, principles of pharmacological treatment, principles of successful management
programs, aging and transition planning, telemedicine and care in low-resource settings are
included.The book's practical, expert-led approach aims to prepare future clinicians to skillfully
assess and manage children with neurodevelopmental disabilities with the aid of clinical approach
flowcharts to common presentations, diagnostic algorithms and clinic notes templates. - Provides the
most comprehensive, authoritative, and up-to-date single volume on practical aspects of care for
patients with neurodevelopmental disabilities - Presents a reorganized single volume that is more
accessible than previous editions - Features new chapters on telemedicine, novel therapies, care in
low resource settings, and the future of neurodevelopmental disabilities - Includes full color
illustrations throughout, along with explanatory figures - Covers clinical approaches and diagnostic
algorithms and templates for clinic notes that are available for online download
  pragmatic language goals autism: Speech and Language Impairments in Children Dorothy
V.M Bishop, Laurence B Leonard, 2014-04-23 Delayed development of speech and/or language is
one of the commonest reasons for parents of preschool children to seek the advice of a paediatrician.
Accessible to non-academic Speech and Language Impairments provides an overview of recent
research developments in specific speech and language impairments, written by experts in the field.
Topics include normal and disordered development of problems , crosslinguistic studies, pragmatic
language impairments, early identification, educational and psychiatric outcomes, acquired epileptic
aphasia and experimental studies of remediation. The book concludes with a chapter by Michael
Rutter that gives guidelines for conducting and evaluating research in this field.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Speech and Language Difficulties in the Classroom
Deirdre Martin, Carol Miller, 2003 First Published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor &
Francis, an informa company.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Handbook of Pragmatics Mieke Vandenbroucke, Jana
Declercq, Frank Brisard, Sigurd D’hondt, 2024-10-31 This encyclopaedia of one of the major fields of
language studies is a continuously updated source of state-of-the-art information for anyone
interested in language use. The IPrA Handbook of Pragmatics provides easy access – for scholars
with widely divergent backgrounds but with convergent interests in the use and functioning of
language – to the different topics, traditions and methods which together make up the field of



pragmatics, broadly conceived as the cognitive, social and cultural study of language and
communication, i.e. the science of language use. The Handbook of Pragmatics is a unique reference
work for researchers, which has been expanded and updated continuously with annual installments
since 1995. Also available as Online Resource: https://benjamins.com/online/hop
  pragmatic language goals autism: Developmental Neuropsychiatry James C. Harris, 1998
James Harris's two volume work on developmental neuropsychiatry sets the agenda for this
emerging clinical specialty. Written by an individual with the developmental expertise of a
pediatrician, the behavioral sophistication of an adult and child psychiatrist, and a deep appreciation
of neuroscience, these two books offer an integrated yet comprehensive approach to developmental
neuropsychiatry. Grounded in neuroscience but enriched by clinical realities, Volume II provides a
comprehensive review of the developmental neuropsychiatric disorders. Throughout the text current
DSM-IV diagnostic criteria are provided. Part I outlines the diagnostic process and the genetic
history, provides details on the conduct of neuropsychological testing, and offers a detailed review of
brain imaging techniques, moving from CT and MRI scanning to the most recent developments in
functional MRI and PET scanning. Part II discusses mental retardation, cerebral palsy, the learning
disorders, the pervasive developmental disorders, and traumatic brain injury. Part III describes
behavioral phenotypes in cytogenetic and other genetic disorders, genetic metabolic disorders, and
disorders that result from gestational substance abuse. Part IV is devoted to developmental
psychopathology and includes Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity disorder, schizophrenia, Tourette's
disorder, sleep disorders, and the syndromes of aggression and self-injury primarily occurring in
mentally retarded persons. Part V covers treatment and includes detailed descriptions of
psychotherapy, behavior therapy, pharmacological interventions, genetic counseling, and gene
therapy. Finally, Part VI deals with legal and ethical issues as they pertain to developmentally
disabled persons.
  pragmatic language goals autism: Pragmatics and Law Francesca Poggi, Alessandro
Capone, 2016-12-01 This volume is the second part of a project which hosts an interdisciplinary
discussion about the relationship among law and language, legal practice and ordinary conversation,
legal philosophy and the linguistics sciences. An international group of authors, from cognitive
science, philosophy of language and philosophy of law question about how legal theory and
pragmatics can enrich each other. In particular, the first part is devoted to the analysis of how
pragmatics can solve problems related to legal theory: What can pragmatics teach about the concept
of law and its relationship with moral, and, in particular, about the eternal dispute between legal
positivism and legal naturalism? What can pragmatics teach about the concept of law and/or legal
disagreements? The second part is focused on legal adjudication: it aims to construct a pragmatic
apparatus appropriate to legal trial and/or to test the tenure of the traditional pragmatics tools in
the field. The authors face questions such as: Which interesting pragmatic features emerge from
legal adjudication? What pragmatic theories are better suited to account for the practice of
judgment or its particular aspects (such as the testimony or the binding force of legal precedents)?
Which pragmatic and socio-linguistic problems are highlighted by this practice?
  pragmatic language goals autism: Succeeding with Interventions for Asperger Syndrome
Adolescents Michael Fitzgerald, Maria Lawlor, John Harpur, 2006-02-15 This book presents
strategies to tackle the difficulties in social interaction and communication experienced by
adolescents with Asperger Syndrome. Focusing on the development of interaction skills through
teaching social competence, it explains how to design an effective social skills intervention
programme leading to successful peer interaction.
  pragmatic language goals autism: When the School Says No...How to Get the Yes!
Vaughn Lauer, 2013-09-21 This book offers a unique approach to tackling problems arising in the
IEP process and considers real life scenarios to explain the six question structure. This easily
applicable process enables parents to determine their child's needs and obtain the required services
through collaboration with school personnel in IEP meetings.
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