
prayers that god will not answer
prayers that god will not answer is a topic that has intrigued believers and skeptics alike for
centuries. Understanding why certain prayers remain unanswered can provide valuable insight into
the nature of faith, divine will, and spiritual growth. This article explores common reasons prayers
might not be answered, biblical and theological perspectives, and practical advice for approaching
prayer with the right heart and mindset. By examining prayers that god will not answer, readers can
gain clarity on how to align their requests with spiritual principles and recognize the deeper purposes
behind unanswered prayers. This guide also highlights misconceptions and encourages a respectful
and informed approach to prayer. The sections below outline key aspects related to this important
topic.

Common Reasons Why Prayers Are Not Answered

Biblical Examples of Prayers That Went Unanswered

Spiritual Principles Behind Unanswered Prayers

Prayers That God Will Not Answer: Conditions and Attitudes

How to Approach Prayer for Effective Communication with God

Common Reasons Why Prayers Are Not Answered
Many people wonder why their prayers are sometimes left unanswered. Understanding the common
reasons behind unanswered prayers can help clarify spiritual expectations and encourage
perseverance in faith. Several factors contribute to why prayers that god will not answer remain
silent, including the nature of the request, the timing, and the prayer’s alignment with divine will.

Lack of Alignment with God’s Will
One primary reason prayers may go unanswered is that the request does not align with God’s will.
According to many theological perspectives, God’s wisdom and plan surpass human understanding.
When prayers conflict with that plan or are self-centered, they may not receive a positive response.

Unconfessed Sin or Spiritual Barriers
Spiritual teachings often emphasize the importance of purity and repentance in prayer life.
Unconfessed sin or unresolved issues can create barriers that hinder the effectiveness of prayers. This
spiritual disconnect may lead to prayers that god will not answer until reconciliation occurs.



Impatience and Timing
Sometimes the timing of a prayer’s fulfillment is not immediate. Patience and faith are crucial, as
prayers may be answered later or in different ways than expected. Impatience may cause one to
perceive a prayer as unanswered when the divine response is simply delayed.

Biblical Examples of Prayers That Went Unanswered
The Bible contains several instances where prayers were not answered as requested, providing
valuable lessons on faith, trust, and divine purpose. Examining these examples sheds light on the
nature of unanswered prayers and how believers are encouraged to respond.

The Apostle Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh
In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9, Apostle Paul describes a persistent struggle he refers to as a “thorn in the
flesh.” Despite praying for its removal, God did not answer in the way Paul desired. Instead, God’s
grace was sufficient, and Paul learned to rely on divine strength rather than relief from hardship.

Jesus’ Prayer in Gethsemane
Before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed earnestly that the cup of suffering might pass from Him (Matthew
26:39). Although this prayer was not answered in the way He hoped, it demonstrated submission to
God’s will, providing a model of faithful obedience even in adversity.

Hezekiah’s Prayer for Healing
King Hezekiah prayed for healing when he was seriously ill (2 Kings 20). God answered his prayer by
granting him an extension of life. This example contrasts with unanswered prayers yet highlights that
answers come according to divine purposes, not human demands.

Spiritual Principles Behind Unanswered Prayers
Understanding the spiritual principles that govern prayer can illuminate why some prayers remain
unanswered. These principles offer guidance on how to approach prayer thoughtfully and with
humility, fostering a deeper relationship with God.

God’s Sovereignty and Wisdom
God’s sovereignty means that He has ultimate control and wisdom over all circumstances. Prayers
that god will not answer often reflect a lack of trust in this sovereignty. Accepting that God knows
what is best encourages believers to submit their desires to His greater plan.



Growth Through Trials
Unanswered prayers can serve as tools for spiritual growth. Challenges and unanswered requests
often develop perseverance, faith, and character. This perspective helps believers see unanswered
prayers not as rejections but as opportunities for transformation.

Prayer as Relationship, Not Transaction
Prayer is fundamentally about building a relationship with God rather than merely requesting favors.
When prayer becomes transactional, focusing only on outcomes, it may lead to disappointment.
Emphasizing relational communication encourages openness to God’s guidance beyond specific
answers.

Prayers That God Will Not Answer: Conditions and
Attitudes
Certain conditions and attitudes can hinder prayers from being answered. Recognizing these factors
helps believers adjust their approach to prayer and align themselves more closely with spiritual
expectations.

Prayers Motivated by Selfishness
Prayers driven by selfish desires or harmful intentions are less likely to be answered. God’s nature is
loving and just, and prayers that seek to harm others or serve only personal gain contradict divine
principles.

Lack of Faith or Doubt
Faith is a critical component of effective prayer. When prayers are offered with doubt or unbelief, they
may not be answered as hoped. The Bible encourages believers to pray with confidence and trust in
God’s power and goodness.

Unforgiveness and Bitterness
Harboring unforgiveness or bitterness can block prayers. Spiritual teachings emphasize the
importance of forgiveness as a prerequisite for receiving God’s mercy and blessings. A heart free of
resentment is more open to answered prayers.

Selfish or harmful motives

Unbelief or doubt

Unforgiveness or bitterness



Ignoring God’s commandments

Lack of persistence in prayer

How to Approach Prayer for Effective Communication
with God
To foster prayers that receive answers, it is essential to cultivate a prayer life grounded in sincerity,
humility, and faith. This section outlines practical steps to improve prayer effectiveness and deepen
spiritual connection.

Pray in Alignment with God’s Will
Seeking to understand and align with God’s will is fundamental. This involves studying spiritual texts,
reflecting on divine principles, and asking for guidance to ensure that prayers are consistent with
God’s purposes.

Maintain a Humble and Open Heart
Humility allows believers to accept God’s answers, whether they match expectations or not. An open
heart is willing to listen and adjust, recognizing that divine wisdom surpasses human understanding.

Practice Patience and Perseverance
Effective prayer requires persistence and patience. Answers may come in unexpected ways or times.
Continuously trusting and returning to prayer strengthens faith and encourages spiritual growth.

Confess and Repent
Regular confession and repentance remove spiritual barriers that may block prayers. Maintaining a
clean conscience and right relationship with God enhances the likelihood of receiving answers.

Align prayers with God’s will through study and reflection.1.

Approach prayer with humility and openness.2.

Exercise patience and persistence in prayer life.3.

Confess sins and seek repentance regularly.4.

Focus on prayer as relational communication, not mere requests.5.



Frequently Asked Questions

Why does it seem like God is not answering my prayers?
Sometimes, it may feel like God is not answering prayers because the timing is different from what we
expect, or the answer might be no for reasons we don't understand. It's important to trust in God's
wisdom and continue to have faith.

Are there specific prayers that God will not answer according
to the Bible?
Yes, the Bible suggests that God may not answer prayers that are selfish, harmful to others, or go
against His will. For example, prayers motivated by greed or ill intent are less likely to be granted.

How can I know if God is intentionally not answering my
prayer?
Discernment comes through prayer, reading scripture, and seeking counsel from spiritual mentors.
Sometimes God’s silence is a way to teach patience, strengthen faith, or redirect us toward a better
path.

Can unanswered prayers be a form of protection from God?
Yes, unanswered prayers can sometimes be God's way of protecting us from harm or guiding us
toward something better. What we want may not always be what is best for us in the long run.

What should I do if I feel God is not answering my prayers?
If you feel God is not answering your prayers, continue to pray with faith, seek understanding through
scripture, and remain patient. It can also be helpful to reflect on your intentions and stay open to
answers in unexpected ways.

Additional Resources
1. When Silence Speaks: Understanding Unanswered Prayers
This book explores the spiritual and emotional challenges of prayers that seem to go unanswered. It
delves into the reasons why God might withhold answers, encouraging readers to find peace and faith
amid silence. Through personal stories and biblical insights, it offers guidance on how to maintain
trust in divine timing.

2. The Mystery of the Unheard Prayer
A thoughtful examination of why some prayers appear to be ignored, this book investigates
theological perspectives on unanswered prayers. It challenges readers to reconsider their
expectations and embrace a deeper spiritual journey. The author provides comforting reflections on



the purpose behind divine silence.

3. Prayers That Echo in the Void: Facing God's Silence
This work addresses the emotional pain of praying without receiving an answer. It discusses the
nature of faith and perseverance when God’s response is absent. Readers are encouraged to find
meaning and strength in their unanswered prayers, transforming disappointment into spiritual
growth.

4. The Quiet Between Prayers: God’s Hidden Answers
Focusing on the subtle ways God communicates beyond direct answers, this book invites readers to
discern hidden blessings and lessons in unanswered prayers. It emphasizes trust in God's wisdom and
timing, suggesting that silence can be a form of divine dialogue. Inspirational anecdotes enrich the
discussion.

5. When God Says No: Embracing Unanswered Prayers
This book tackles the tough reality that sometimes prayers are not answered as hoped. It explores
how saying "no" can be an act of love and protection from God. Readers learn to accept divine refusal
with grace and to seek alternative paths to fulfillment and peace.

6. Beyond the Asking: Understanding Divine Silence
Delving into the spiritual discipline of waiting, this book examines how unanswered prayers shape
faith and character. It encourages believers to look beyond immediate desires and trust in God's
greater plan. The author presents biblical examples of patience and hope in the face of silence.

7. When Prayers Seem Lost: Finding Hope in Unanswered Requests
This book provides comfort and encouragement for those struggling with unanswered prayers. It
offers practical advice on coping with disappointment and maintaining hope. Through stories of
perseverance, it highlights the transformative power of faith during times of doubt.

8. The Silent Response: Navigating the Void of Prayer
Exploring the spiritual void that unanswered prayers can create, this book guides readers through
feelings of abandonment and confusion. It presents strategies for reconnecting with God and
nurturing faith despite silence. The author shares insights on embracing uncertainty as part of the
spiritual journey.

9. Answered Differently: When God’s Silence Speaks Volumes
This book suggests that silence from God can be an answer in itself, prompting reflection and growth.
It challenges conventional views on prayer outcomes and encourages a broader understanding of
divine communication. Readers are invited to discover new meanings and purposes in their silent
prayers.
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  prayers that god will not answer: Dad and Mom Pray for Me: Why Did God Not Answer
My Prayers? Ebenezer Gyasi, 2018-09-11 The issue of an unanswered prayer is at the core of every
religion. In most cases, our own sins and the unresolved sins, transgressions, and the iniquities, of
our ancestry and bloodline shut heaven against our prayers. Everything in the spiritual realm is
about legality. God is a Just and Righteous Judge. He will not violate His own laws. When Satan
maligned Job and accused him of serving God with an impure motive, God allowed him to test Job to
prove Satan wrong. At the end of Job's ordeal, God questioned Job, Will you really annul My
judgment and set it aside as void? Will you condemn Me [your God] that you may [appear to] be
righteous and justified? (Job 40:8 AMP) Satan and evil foundational powers continue to accuse us
day and night before heaven's court. Do you want your prayers answered? Learn to deal with evil
foundational powers. Here is the good news, the Blood of Jesus is available to vindicate and
exonerate you when you plead guilty and allow the Blood to speak on your behalf.
  prayers that god will not answer: Bible Answers for Almost All Your Questions Elmer
Towns, 2003-06-03 Why is cloning wrong? Does the Bible say a divorced person can remarry? Can
angels sin? Is body piercing wrong? Can demons read our thoughts? Dr. Elmer Towns, author of over
80 books and Dean of Liberty University's School of Religion, answers these and many other
questions you have wondered about.Written for the new Christian too embarrassed to ask, and for
the long-time Christian who still has unanswered questions, this one-volume, indexed resource
provides the kind of responses your own pastor would give as you're shaking hands after the Sunday
morning sermon-short, knowledgeable, and to the point. Topics covered include: Politics The
Bible,The Holy Spirit,and Angels Creation Demons and the Devil· God's Names Prayer, Salvation,
and Sin If you have questions-and who doesn't-Bible Answers for Almost All Your Questions is an
essential resource.
  prayers that god will not answer: Applied New Testament Bible Commentary Tom Hale, Steve
Thorson, 2012-12-10 The wisdom found in God's Word is timeless, as relevant today as when it was
first written. And the challenge for believers remains unchanged: how do we apply these truths to
our everyday world? The Applied Commentary series is a fresh approach to Bible study, connecting
great wisdom with your life today. Each Scripture passage is enhanced with insights on key themes
and ideas. Featured articles provide a deeper look at essential concepts, while the contemporary
language allows for easy reading. And because some subjects are open to interpretation for
discussion, we've included perspectives from leading theologians from all backgrounds and
denominations. The result? An interactive approach to Scripture that will challenge your ideas and
build your faith—which is what reading the Bible is all about.
  prayers that god will not answer: The Hijacked Mind Matthew Simmons , We are in a very
real war, a war between Jesus Christ and the anti-Christ, a war between the flesh and the Spirit. In
this supernatural war, you will demonstrate either courage or cowardice. Let me hammer the nail in
the coffin real tight: God hates cowardice! But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-they will
be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death (Revelation 21:8, NIV). Who
is first on the list of this ragtag mob? The cowardly! Today, the churches are filled with kissing
cowards who stand at the crossroads of their sinful and pagan past and run back. Orpah kissed
Naomi and left! Demas kissed Paul and left! Judas betrayed the Son of God with a kiss and left!
Surround yourself with navy seals of God and not people who will cry, cut out, and kiss you goodbye.
Do you want to be surrounded by kissing cowards or rock-ribbed soldiers of the cross garmented
with obedience who have your back? Cowardly, kissing Christians say, It is not my place to judge,
because they are too cowardly to confront sin. Confronting sin is not judging but loving! To watch
someone sin their way to hell is hatred and cowardly to the core! Look at this supernatural war:
People have been scarred by Satan, serial deception, and the surgeons of sin. People are mingled in
lifestyles of pantheism, paganism, an exploding satanism, black cat-smooching, crystal-rubbing, and
chicken bone-massaging witchcraft, transgenderism, serial fornication, homosexuality, and public



schools teach the gender-confusion curriculum. People are involved in corruption in the government
that defies description, state-supported and recreational murder (abortion), back-handed and
pistol-whipped addictions, and perpetual, pathological hatred and racism. Law will not stop murder,
adultery, stealing, rape, child sex trafficking, and government corruption (the least government is
the best government), but Christ can do that! You cannot legislate morality, immorality, and virtue.
Law, philosophy, poetry, positive thinking, and psychology cannot change you! Shelley, Keats,
Bryon, and Shakespeare cannot change you! Jesus can change you! The only solution is a blood
transfusion from the veins of the Lamb of God, translated, transformed, and reborn. This book
retards the deliverance ministry, which is the sneeze, cough, and vomit movement. People are
conjuring up, coughing up, and vomiting up Charismatic spirits and looking like utter fools,
satanically manifesting like godless pagans, sacrificing themselves to totem poles, a vomiting and
manifesting machine, the Manifesting Ministry Movement. The Hijacked Mind retards the
hyper-grace movement. If you teach a grace that forgives sin but does not produce repentance, you
are preaching from satanic literature. Grace, without repentance, is paganism. The love of God
without the wrath of God is Satan's theology. Love without law produces a secular humanist, and law
without love produces a Pharisee. The Hijacked Mind retards atheism. Atheism is ruled, riddled, and
retarded with ignorance. Atheism has never painted a portrait of a beautiful masterpiece. Atheism
has never dispelled hopelessness, worry, and fear. Atheism has never healed nor ever given peace of
mind. The Hijacked Mind shares the truth of Christ and the absolute existence of Christ. This book
shares the biblical truths about heaven and hell, and if you do not believe in heaven or hell, that is
because you worship your own back-porch philosophy and think your intellect supersedes the
knowledge of God and the truth.
  prayers that god will not answer: The Power of Prayer and the Prayer of Power Reuben A.
Torrey, 2020-05-01 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, But the prayer of the
upright is His delight. – Proverbs 15:8 Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God’s
infinite grace and power. All that God is, and all that God has, is at the disposal of prayer; but we
must use the key. Prayer can do anything that God can do, and since God can do anything, prayer is
omnipotent. No one can stand against the person who knows how to pray, who meets all the
conditions of prevailing prayer, and who really prays, and if they are willing to pay the price. The
price is prayer, much prayer, much real prayer, prayer in the Holy Spirit. List of Chapters Ch. 1: The
Power of Prayer Ch. 2: What Definite and Desirable Results Will Definite and Determined Prayer
Produce? Ch. 3: What Prayer Can Do for Churches, for the Nation, and for All Nations Ch. 4: How to
Pray So as to Get What You Ask Ch. 5: Who Can Pray so as to Get What They Ask? Ch. 6: Praying in
the Name of Jesus Christ Ch. 7: The Prayer of Faith Ch. 8: Praying Through, and Praying in the Holy
Spirit Ch. 9: Hindrances to Prayer Ch. 10: Prevailing Prayer and Real Revival
  prayers that god will not answer: Press In Dr. Brance Barker, 2017-12-13 Do you feel distant
from God? Have you ever felt like God wasnt listening to you or that He didnt care? Do you feel like
you are having trouble hearing from God or seeing Him at work in your life? Are you having
difficulty spending time with the Lord? Press In, the 40-Day Journal, Bible Study, and Prayer
Challenge, will open your eyes to Gods presence in your life and allow you to see His hand on you in
a more personal way. Journaling, as a spiritual discipline, is not just one more thing that should be
done but an incredible avenue and opportunity to enhance the spiritual disciplines of daily prayer
and Bible study in your life. By traveling down this 40-day journey of journaling, my prayer for you is
that you will experience God in a fresh, new, and intimate way. Press In will guide you through the
process of journaling, Bible study, and prayer to help you with the following: Recognize the benefits
and blessings of seeking the Lord Set the stage: Getting started with your quiet times Provide
practical tips, strategies, and examples from experienced journalers Draw closer to God Learn who
you are and Whose you are The goal of Press In is to help you grow closer to God and recognize His
hand on your life, as well as learn how to record and remember His faithfulness in your life so that
you can move forward in the strength of His presence. Press In allows you to dive in on Day 1 with a
freedom to just get started without fear of whether you are doing it the right way. You will walk



away equipped with a tool belt of various approaches to consider as you develop your unique
approach to spiritual journaling so that you can press on in your journey as you press in to His
presence.
  prayers that god will not answer: The Complete Works of John Bunyan John P. Gulliver,
2023-06-13 Reprint of the original, first published in 1872. The publishing house Anatiposi publishes
historical books as reprints. Due to their age, these books may have missing pages or inferior
quality. Our aim is to preserve these books and make them available to the public so that they do not
get lost.
  prayers that god will not answer: NEW TESTAMENT CONTEXTUAL COMMENTARY Dr.
Robert R. Seyda, 2024-05-16 Here John advises us that loving one another is not an option or a
suggestion, it is a commandment. John doesn’t want any believer to become like Adam and Eve’s
firstborn, Cain. That happened because Cain was under the influence of Satan. This is, therefore, a
warning not to mess with the world. So, what if they hate us? We are bound for everlasting life in the
presence of God. That’s why death has no power over us. And that’s why, if our thoughts do not tell
us that we are guilty, we will not be afraid to come to God. We can pray to God and we can ask Him
to help us. He will give us what we ask Him for. That is because we obey His commands and we do
the things that please Him. Furthermore, we should all love each other because God makes us able
to love other people. Everyone who loves other people confirms our claim to be a child of God. If
anyone says clearly that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in that person. And that person lives
together with God. We know the kind of love that God has for us. That’s why if we love God, we will
not be afraid of Him. So, how do we know that we love God’s children? We know it when we love
God and we do what He tells us to do.
  prayers that god will not answer: "The Gospel Awakening." Dwight Lyman Moody, 1885
  prayers that god will not answer: The Roller Coaster Ride of Raising Teens Lisa Dear,
2011-06-22 Would you like a closer relationship with your teen? Raising teens in todays world is not
an easy task. How encouraging to know we can rely on a perfect Savior while living in an imperfect
world where perfect teens and perfect parents do not exist. If you desire a closer relationship with
your teens and with God, this book is for you. You will find inspiration and encouragement in The
Roller-Coaster Ride of Raising Teens. What a privilege and opportunity to have the task of raising
teens. It may not seem like it at the present time, but there is absolutely no doubt that you were
placed in the life of this young person-for such a time as this! Maybe it is you who can make a
profound difference in their life. Maybe it will be just some simple things said or little things done
that you think may go unnoticed, that may make a huge impact in their life.
  prayers that god will not answer: The Complete Works John Bunyan, 1873
  prayers that god will not answer: The Works John Bunyan, 1736
  prayers that god will not answer: The Works of that Eminent Servant of Christ, Mr. John
Bunyan John Bunyan, Samuel Wilson, 1736
  prayers that god will not answer: Prayer, a Way of Life Elder Larry Young, 2022-08-15
Prayer should definitely be a way of life for the child of God, for prayer is a way of communicating
daily with God. It is a way of developing and maintaining a close relationship with the Lord. Prayer
can be a beneficial and effective means of gaining GodaEUR(tm)s attention and immediate response
to our problems. This book was written to encourage all believers to exercise the power of prayer by
seeking God on a regular basis. IaEUR(tm)ve learned and experienced over the last few years that
prayer really changes things and circumstances. Please consider daily prayer to God. It works! Have
you prayed today?
  prayers that god will not answer: The Oberlin Evangelist , 1847
  prayers that god will not answer: The Prayer of Jabez: Simple and Effective Pastor Francis
Inofomoh, 2019-02-12 The Prayer of Jabez is one of the outstanding prayers in the Bible. Not only
does it present to the Christian what prayer is, but it is also a prayer offered by a man that was
never referenced anywhere else in the Bible. This prayer was presented to God in the simplest form
and the result was outstanding for God granted him that which he requested. This book is intended



to present the simplicity with which to make our requests known to God. The effectiveness of this
prayer was simply because Jabez called on the Almighty God, who is a covenant-keeping God. The
principles mentioned in this book will guide and aid the readers in presenting their petitions to God.
It also presents a picture of what happens once God answers our prayers.
  prayers that god will not answer: 30 Day Prayer School E. M. BOUNDS, 2010-05-30 EIGHT
ENTIRE BOOKS by E.M.Bounds have been edited down to average two and a half page daily
readings. In just thirty days, you'll glean his most essential and inspiring teachings on prayer.
  prayers that god will not answer: A Timely Journey of Faith Sheila Brathwaite, 2010-10-19
  prayers that god will not answer: Understanding the Purpose and Power of Prayer Myles
Munroe, 2018-01-02 Learn to Pray—And Change the World // You're in our prayers has become a
cliche. Just a nice thing to say when we see someone struggling. But do we really understand the
power of prayer? God, God Almighty, God the Creator of the heavens and the earth, God the
Beginning and the End, God the Source of all that is, God the Creator of man—the same God, in all
His power and all His majesty, stops and listens when you pray. God has given humanity the ability
to bring heaven to earth. Whether you know it or not, you have the authority to change the world
through prayer. When God said, “Let mankind rule over all the earth,” He was arranging the
dominion of the world so that the partnership of mankind was essential for the accomplishment of
His purposes. Through his unique perspective on this often-misunderstood subject, best-selling
author Dr. Myles Munroe takes the mystery out of prayer, providing practical answers for difficult
questions about communicating with God. All that God is—and all that God has—may be received
through prayer. Everything you need to fulfill your purpose on earth is available to you through
prayer. The biblically based, time-tested principles in this book will ignite and transform the way you
pray. Be prepared to enter into a new dimension of faith, a deeper revelation of God’s love, and a
renewed understanding that your prayers can truly move the hand of God. This expanded edition
includes study questions for individual or small group use.
  prayers that god will not answer: Prayer John R. Rice, 2000-08 God still answers prayer! Dr.
John R. Rice opens the bible to help believiers better understand prayer and develop a relationship
with their lord.
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