prayers before taking an exam

prayers before taking an exam are an essential spiritual tool that many students use to
seek calmness, focus, and confidence during stressful academic moments. These prayers
often provide mental clarity and emotional strength, helping individuals to perform their
best. Incorporating prayers before an exam can also foster a positive mindset and reduce
anxiety, which are crucial factors in academic success. This article explores the importance
of prayers before taking an exam, various types of prayers from multiple traditions, and tips
on how to effectively use prayer as a tool for exam preparation. Additionally, the role of
mindfulness and positive affirmations will be discussed as complementary practices. The
following sections will guide readers through the benefits and examples of prayers before
taking an exam, along with practical advice for integrating these spiritual practices into
study routines.

The Importance of Prayers Before Taking an Exam

Popular Prayers Before Taking an Exam

How to Incorporate Prayer into Exam Preparation

Complementary Practices to Enhance Exam Performance

The Importance of Prayers Before Taking an
Exam

Prayers before taking an exam serve as a source of emotional support and mental strength
for students facing academic challenges. The act of praying helps to center the mind,
reduce stress, and promote a sense of peace. This spiritual practice encourages individuals
to trust in their preparation and abilities, fostering confidence and determination.
Furthermore, prayers can enhance concentration by calming nerves and reducing
distractions, which are common during exam situations. Many students report improved
focus and motivation after engaging in prayer, which can positively impact their overall
performance. Recognizing the psychological and emotional benefits of prayers before
taking an exam underscores their significance beyond mere ritual.

Emotional and Psychological Benefits

Engaging in prayers before taking an exam can alleviate anxiety and fear, which often
hinder academic performance. The reflective nature of prayer allows students to express
their hopes and concerns, channeling nervous energy into positive thoughts. This process
can result in improved self-esteem and a more optimistic outlook toward the exam.
Additionally, prayers often invoke a sense of support from a higher power or the universe,
reducing feelings of isolation during stressful times.



Spiritual Support and Confidence

For many, prayers provide a connection to spiritual beliefs that offer reassurance and
encouragement. This connection can translate into increased confidence and resilience,
essential qualities when facing difficult test questions. By relying on their faith, students
may find greater courage to tackle challenges and accept outcomes with grace, regardless
of the results.

Popular Prayers Before Taking an Exam

Across different cultures and religions, there are various prayers specifically intended to be
recited before exams. These prayers often focus on asking for wisdom, clarity, and
calmness. Below are some widely recognized examples that students can adapt according
to their beliefs and preferences.

Christian Prayers

Christian students often turn to biblical verses and traditional prayers to seek divine
guidance and strength. Common prayers include asking God for wisdom, peace of mind,
and the ability to recall studied information. Verses like James 1:5, which encourages
believers to ask God for wisdom, are frequently cited.

Islamic Prayers

In Islam, students may recite specific supplications (duas) that invoke Allah’s help in
gaining knowledge and success. The prayer of seeking knowledge, known as "Dua for
Success," emphasizes reliance on Allah’s mercy and assistance. Additionally, reciting verses
from the Quran before exams is a common practice to instill confidence and tranquility.

Hindu Prayers

Many Hindu students pray to deities associated with wisdom and learning, such as
Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge. Prayers before taking an exam often include chants
and mantras designed to invoke Saraswati’'s blessings for clarity of thought and success.
The Saraswati Vandana is a popular prayer recited before academic activities.

Universal and Secular Prayers

For those who prefer a non-religious approach, universal prayers or affirmations focusing on
mindfulness and positive intentions can be effective. These might include expressions of
gratitude, visualization of success, and affirmations of self-belief. Such practices align
closely with meditation and mental preparation techniques.



How to Incorporate Prayer into Exam Preparation

Integrating prayers before taking an exam into a study routine can enhance both spiritual
and academic readiness. Consistency and sincerity are key factors in making prayer a
beneficial part of exam preparation. The following strategies can help students develop a
balanced approach to combining prayer with practical study habits.

Establishing a Routine

Setting aside specific times for prayer during study sessions helps create a structured
environment that encourages focus and reflection. For example, beginning and ending
study periods with short prayers can mentally prepare students for effective learning. This
routine can also serve as a calming ritual to reduce anxiety before the exam day.

Creating a Dedicated Space

Designating a quiet space for prayer and study can enhance concentration and spiritual
connection. This area should be free from distractions and equipped with any items that
promote a sense of calm, such as religious texts or inspirational quotes. A dedicated space
fosters discipline and helps signal to the mind that it is time to focus and seek guidance.

Combining Prayer with Study Techniques

Prayers before taking an exam can be complemented with proven study methods such as
active recall, spaced repetition, and summarization. After prayer, students may find it
easier to absorb information and maintain motivation. Integrating prayer with practical
strategies creates a holistic approach to exam preparation.

Complementary Practices to Enhance Exam
Performance

Beyond prayers before taking an exam, additional techniques can support mental clarity
and academic success. These complementary practices work synergistically with prayer to
produce optimal results.

Mindfulness and Meditation

Mindfulness exercises and meditation help calm the mind and improve focus, reducing
stress levels before and during exams. These techniques encourage being present in the
moment, which can prevent overthinking and panic. Regular mindfulness practice enhances
the effectiveness of prayers by deepening mental clarity and emotional balance.



Positive Affirmations

Using positive affirmations in conjunction with prayer reinforces self-confidence and
motivation. Affirmations such as “l am prepared,” “I remain calm,” and “l will do my best”
can be repeated silently or aloud to strengthen belief in one’s abilities. This practice helps
counteract negative thoughts and promotes a success-oriented mindset.

Healthy Lifestyle Habits

Maintaining proper nutrition, hydration, and sleep schedules supports cognitive function
and overall well-being. These lifestyle factors contribute to better memory retention and
alertness during exams. Integrating prayers with healthy habits ensures that students are
physically and mentally prepared to perform at their best.

Practical Checklist for Exam Day Preparation

Begin the day with a calming prayer or meditation

Review key concepts briefly while maintaining a positive mindset

Eat a balanced meal to fuel the brain

Arrive early to the exam location to avoid stress

Use deep breathing techniques if anxiety arises

Recite a short prayer or affirmation before starting the test

Frequently Asked Questions

Why is it important to say a prayer before taking an
exam?

Saying a prayer before an exam helps calm the mind, reduce anxiety, and foster a positive
mindset, which can improve focus and performance.

What are some common prayers students say before
exams?

Common prayers include asking for clarity, wisdom, calmness, and confidence. Examples
are the Serenity Prayer, the Prayer for Guidance, or personalized prayers seeking success
and focus.



Can praying before an exam improve academic
performance?

While praying itself does not guarantee better grades, it can enhance concentration, reduce
stress, and boost confidence, indirectly contributing to improved performance.

How can | incorporate prayer into my exam preparation
routine?

You can set aside a few minutes before studying or before the exam to pray, meditate, or
reflect, helping to center your thoughts and reduce nervousness.

Are there any specific prayers from different religions
recommended before exams?

Yes, many religions have prayers for success and wisdom, such as Christian prayers for
guidance, Islamic duas for knowledge, Hindu mantras for focus, and Buddhist meditations
for calmness.

What if I’'m not religious but want to pray before an
exam?

Prayer can be adapted into a moment of mindfulness or positive affirmation, focusing on
calmness, confidence, and clarity without religious connotations.

How long should a prayer before an exam last?

A prayer can be as short as a few seconds or as long as several minutes—what matters
most is the sincerity and focus behind it.

Can group prayers before exams help students?

Group prayers can create a sense of community, reduce individual anxiety, and provide
emotional support, which can be beneficial before stressful exams.

What mindset should accompany prayers before an
exam?

Prayers should be accompanied by a mindset of trust in your preparation, openness to
doing your best, and acceptance of the outcome, which helps reduce pressure and enhance
performance.

Additional Resources

1. Prayers for Exam Success: Finding Calm and Confidence
This book offers a collection of heartfelt prayers designed to help students find peace and



focus before exams. It emphasizes mindfulness and spiritual preparation to reduce anxiety.
Readers will discover prayers that boost confidence and encourage a positive mindset.

2. Faith and Focus: Spiritual Prayers Before Exams

Combining faith with practical advice, this book guides students through prayerful rituals to
enhance concentration and recall. It includes prayers from various religious traditions
aimed at calming nerves. The book also provides tips on maintaining spiritual balance
during stressful times.

3. Exam Prayers: Seeking Strength and Wisdom

This compilation presents prayers that invoke divine wisdom and strength to overcome
exam challenges. It encourages students to trust their preparation and seek spiritual
support. The prayers are simple yet powerful, suitable for daily recitation before tests.

4. Calm Mind, Clear Answers: Prayers for Test Takers

Designed to ease exam-related stress, this book offers prayers focused on achieving mental
clarity and calmness. It addresses common fears and helps students channel their energy
positively. The prayers aim to create a serene mental state conducive to learning and
recall.

5. Guided Prayers for Academic Success

This book combines inspirational prayers with motivational reflections to help students
prepare spiritually and mentally for exams. It highlights the importance of faith,
perseverance, and gratitude. Students will find encouragement to approach exams with
hope and determination.

6. Divine Help Before Exams: Prayers to Boost Confidence

Focusing on the theme of divine assistance, this book presents prayers that bolster self-
confidence and reduce exam anxiety. It encourages students to surrender their worries and
trust in a higher power. The prayers serve as a spiritual anchor in moments of doubt.

7. Peaceful Prayers for Exam Day

This collection is tailored for use on the day of the exam, offering prayers that promote
peace and focus. It helps students ground themselves and manage last-minute jitters. The
book also includes breathing exercises and affirmations to complement the prayers.

8. Prayers and Meditations for Exam Preparation

Blending prayer with meditation techniques, this book guides students through calming
exercises that enhance memory and focus. It provides step-by-step meditations
accompanied by prayers to prepare the mind and spirit. The approach supports holistic
exam readiness.

9. Spiritual Strength for Students: Prayers Before Exams

This book aims to empower students by connecting them with spiritual strength through
prayer. It includes prayers that foster resilience, patience, and clarity. The book encourages
a balanced approach, combining faith with practical study habits.
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prayers before taking an exam: Passing the Principal as Instructional Leader TEXES Exam
Elaine L. Wilmore, 2019-01-18 The premier guide to acing the exam—completely revised! The
toughest test in Texas has been updated—and so has this best-selling preparation book. As you
explore each element of the exam’s new structure—eleven competencies within six domains—you’ll
make the transition from thinking like a teacher to reflecting, reacting, and responding like a
learner-centered principal. Features of the third edition include: An overview of the updated TEXES
philosophy In-depth analysis of the new domains and competencies Real-life stories and applications
Test-taking strategies—online and offline Tips for time management and stress relief before, during,
and after the exam

prayers before taking an exam: Prayers of War Ed Citronnelli, 2014-05-13 The Holy Spirit has
moved my spirit to write this book on warfare prayers. These prayers dal with overthrowing the
powers of demon spirits, both principalities and powers and even Lucifer himself. They're effective
against breaking curses and satanic manipulation over your life, house, marriage, children, finances,
ministry, church, business, health and they stop demons from hindering and blocking your future.
They are effective also inde aling with getting the dark areas out of your life so that you will be used
of god and fulfill your predestinated purpose.

prayers before taking an exam: Passing the Principal TExES Exam Elaine L. Wilmore,
2014-12-10 The ultimate practice book—your secret weapon for the toughest test in Texas! This
carefully curated collection of TEXES practice tests, each field-tested for accuracy, is designed to
show you where you need to improve—and how to do it to pass the TEXES exam. Start by thinking
like a test developer, learning the exam’s framework inside and out. Then move on to seven practice
tests with answers, plus Rationales explaining why correct answers are correct Tables and figures
geared for visual and kinesthetic learners “Important Points to Remember” at the end of each test
Test-taking strategies Guidance for creating a personal success plan Important notice: A few
answers have been corrected and the errata sheet can be found at Elaine's website:
http://www.elainewilmore.com/.

prayers before taking an exam: Passing the Special Education TEXES Exam Elaine L.
Wilmore, 2013-10-10 Gain confidence, lower stress, and raise your TEXES exam scores! Testing for
certification can be a stressful experience. State exams are rigorous and cover numerous domains
and competencies. Test scores can impact both special education certification and teacher
preparation programs. You may find there is simply too much material to study, or that test-prep
books hammer you with too many random questions. Understanding what will be on the test and
why is a key to success. With artful prose, TEXES test prep veteran Elaine Wilmore breaks down the
EC-12 and Supplemental special education test so you can feel calm and confident on test day. Built
on her successful test-prep training seminars, she navigates each special education domain and
competency and covers * Philosophies behind the test questions * Teaching stories that improve
answer recall * Tips for analyzing test questions * Ways to use key words and concepts to improve
test results * Hints for managing time while testing * Tips for before, during, and after the exam *
Techniques for in-state and out-of-state test takers With its empowering approach, this book shows
you how to think like the test was developed and improve your test results. Dr. Elaine Wilmore has,
once again, created the must-have educator preparation resource--this time for special education
instructors. Packed with real-world examples, sparkling wit, and expert subject knowledge, Passing
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the Special Education TEXES Exam is the gold standard resource for Texas educators. --Richard W.
Kincaid, Director, Career and Technical Education Round Rock ISD, Round Rock, TX This is much
more than a test preparation manual... Teachers will refer to it long after they have become
certified. --La Vonda Loney, Assistant Principal Killeen ISD, Killeen, TX

prayers before taking an exam: Let's Begin With Prayer Mitch Finley, 2016-09-30 Let's
begin with prayer. Whether spoken by a student, teacher, or principal, these words signal the
beginning of the school day in many Catholic schools. The question is, what comes next? Let's Begin
With Prayer offers an eloquent and practical answer. 130 brief prayers specifically designed for use
in Catholic junior and senior high schools are offered here, prayers that are grounded in the Catholic
tradition while reflecting the concerns of today's Catholic school community. The prayers are divided
into three sections. Prayers for Holy Days and Holidays are for the days that regularly appear on our
calendars, from saints' days to national holidays. Prayers for Special Days address special events in
the school community. Here, you'll find everything from a prayer To Welcome New Students to a
prayer Before a Championship Game. Of special interest here is a section of prayers for difficult
occasions, such as the death of a classmate. A third section, Prayers for Ordinary Days, offers
possibilities for the average day, which is the biggest part of school life. Included here are prayers
for development of Christian character, prayers for specific groups within the school community,
and prayers for larger world concerns. A final section offers six full prayer services. These brief but
meaningful services for occasions such as the beginning and end of the school year provide a way to
gather students together for more focused attention to the spiritual dimension. Let's Begin With
Prayer will be a welcome resource for anyone attempting to incorporate regular, meaningful prayer
into the hubbub of Catholic school life in Catholic junior and senior high schools.

prayers before taking an exam: Passing the Superintendent TEXES Exam Elaine L. Wilmore,
2009-11-24 Wilmore has hit another homerun! This book is a great resource to help all future
administrators not only pass the test, but also fully understand the domains and competencies set
forth by SBEC. Wilmore’'s knowledge, wisdom, and enthusiasm are all evident in this outstanding
book. A must-read for those interested in passing the exam and entering the wonderful career of
school administration. —Jay E. McWilliams, Principal McCamey High School, TX The perfect study
guide for aspiring superintendents to succeed on the TEXES exam! In this comprehensive resource,
Elaine L. Wilmore guides superintendents in Texas and elsewhere through the TEXES exam for
superintendent licensure. Because Texas standards are closely aligned with those of the Educational
Leadership Constituent Council (ELCC), this must-have guide is useful for aspiring educational
leaders across the nation, not just those taking the TEXES exam. This book covers each of the ten
key competencies in detail within three domains: leadership and educational community,
instructional leadership, and administrative leadership. Wilmore highlights what test-takers must
know and understand as they approach this important exam, including: Details and examples from
each domain and leadership competency Test-taking tips and strategies Data analysis and
problem-solving skills Plans for preparing both cognitively and psychologically, leading up to the day
of the exam Suggested additional resources This relevant resource offers support not only for
passing the exam, but also to improve test performance and achieve lifelong leadership goals.

prayers before taking an exam: Prayers for People Under Pressure Jonathan Aitken, 2008
A collection of prayers and reflections that offers stressed readers a true path for their spiritual
journey and communication with God.

prayers before taking an exam: Mom's Little Book of Powerful Prayers Fern Nichols,
2014-03-25 At your fingertips, powerful prayers from Fern Nichols, the founder of Moms In Prayer
International, the movement that has spawned hundreds of thousands of moms around the world to
pray for their kids. Every mother will feel encouraged to pray diligently for her children, no matter
their age, when she opens the pages of Mom'’s Little Book of Powerful Prayers and discovers prayers
from Scripture for her child’s every need: their protection, challenges, health, friendships, character,
anger, sadness, fears, and more.

prayers before taking an exam: Morning Resolve Patrick Allen, 2015-12-02 A Morning



Resolve, an Episcopal prayer printed on the inside front cover of Forward Day by Day, is a help me
tend my spiritual garden prayer. It asks for God's help in living a simple, sincere, and serene life--by
repelling negative thoughts and attitudes (discontent, anxiety, discouragement, impurity, and
self-seeking), cultivating positive attitudes (cheerfulness, magnanimity, charity, and the habit of holy
silence), exercising graceful activities (economy in expenditure, diligence in appointed service,
fidelity to every trust, and a childlike faith in God), practicing faithful daily habits (work, study,
prayer, physical exercise, eating, and sleep), and depending on God for the strength and the will to
do so. This unique devotional book for personal or small group discipleship/spiritual formation
utilizes this daily prayer to guide readers as they examine and meditate on a portion of the prayer
each week and examine and employ spiritual disciplines. Ultimately, the intentional crafting of a
simple, sincere, and serene life is a spiritual discipline, too. Morning Resolve will guide readers into
the spiritual practices that bear good fruit for a grace-filled life.

prayers before taking an exam: The Communicant's Manual, Being a Book of
Self-examination, Prayer, Praise, and Thanksgiving Michael Ferrebee Sadler, 1874

prayers before taking an exam: 31 Days Before Your CompTIA A+ Exams Ben Conry,
2012 The 31-Day format breaks down key exam topics into 31 daily review sessions using short
summaries, lists, tables, examples, and graphics. This edition includes a Study Resources section at
the end of each day that provides you with a quick reference for locating more in-depth treatment of
a day's topics within relevant textbook resources. Use this day-by-day guide to organize, prepare,
and review all the CompTIA A+ objectives for the CompTIA A+ Essentials exam (220-701) and the
CompTIA A+ Practical Application exam (220-702).

prayers before taking an exam: Practical Prayers for the Youth of Today Melandra H.
Roberts, 2017-03-22 The youth of today are the souls most ignored yet the ones who need to be
healed, taught, and shown support especially from the church. Growing up in the society of today
has never felt harder than in the generation of right now. Everything must come with its instant
gratification we forget have sustained faith in God. The word that was sent has the same effect as it
did back then, and this guide will help youth take the right steps to connecting with God in times of
need.

prayers before taking an exam: The Catholic Parents' Survival Guide Julianne Stanz,
2023-06-06 A USER-FRIENDLY GUIDE TO SHARING THE FAITH WITH CHILDREN Raising a
Catholic family is never easy, especially when it comes to discussing our faith with our children.
Despite trying our best, sometimes we all need help addressing issues of faith respectfully, honestly,
and accurately. Written by Julianne Stanz, bestselling author, catechist, lay church leader, and
mother of three, The Catholic Parents’ Survival Guide is a practical manual for talking with children
about how to navigate life through the lens of the Catholic faith. Featuring an accessible
question-and-answer format, Julianne not only equips readers with tools to help explain Catholic
beliefs, ethics, morality, and faith practices, but she also prepares us for how to deliver this
information in a manner that will resonate with children. She addresses such questions as: Who is
God? What is the Holy Spirit? What happens if you miss Mass? What happens after we die? Does God
answer prayers? What will we do in heaven? Why do Catholics pray to Mary? Why can’t women
become priests? In addition, each chapter includes key takeaways, notes for reflection,
recommended resources, and tips for putting these insights into practice. The Catholic Parents’
Survival Guide provides reliable information about the Catholic faith and parent-tested methods for
sharing it with children.

prayers before taking an exam: The Best of Albert Wendt's Short Stories Albert Wendt,
2013-12-16 A collection of classic short stories from the award-winning author, Albert Wendt,
acknowledged as one of the Pacific's major writers. Albert Wendt's short stories, providing a
complex and profound understanding of people and the world, have been read and praised in New
Zealand, the Pacific and internationally. This collection brings together his classic stories published
in the Flying-Fox in a Freedom Tree and the Birth and Death of the Miracle Man and Other Stories
together with exciting, previously uncollected work. '. . . his stories have the tone of timeles, and



very savvy, fables.' - New York Times 'A writer of international importance.' - Landfall

prayers before taking an exam: Rockstar Principles for Teen?s Happiness Paramjit Kaur,
2013-12-18 This book unveils that YOU ARE A GIFT, YOUR LIFE IS A GIFT and YOUR LIFE
DESERVES TO BE CELEBRATED. The life of a Teenager is too beautiful and precious. And your life
is meant to be filled with the joy and abundance of happiness. This is your birthright! Your life has a
divine purpose! You're here to shine, to accomplish, celebrate life, and celebrate your sacred
purpose! Young adults will find techniques, in this book that can harness their mind, their body and
their intellect. When these three aspects are in sync, they will realize the world is at their feet. Fear
is no longer in their psyche and confidence becomes their second nature. A must read for teenagers,
this book should be a guide on a daily basis. When life get bumpy, read the book. You will gain
knowledge on why and how things work. It will energize you physically and enrich your thoughts
with inspiring ideas, quotes, and timeless universal principles of joy, happiness and health.

prayers before taking an exam: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1984

prayers before taking an exam: MASTER YOUR EXAM ANXIETY & PREPARE FOR SUCCESS
Anders Christiansen,

prayers before taking an exam: LIC AAO Preliminary Examination 2020 Arihant Experts,
2020-04-26 If you want a promising career in the field of Insurance, then it’s time to gear up and
start preparing for the examination. Life Insurance Company (LIC) - India’s biggest insurance
company has released about 218 vacancies and has invited online application for AAO Specialist
Officer Posts. The exam is conducted into three phases (i) Preliminary, (ii) Main & (iii) Interview, to
recruit eligible candidates suitable for this post. Revised edition of LIC AAO
(Generalist/IT/CA/Actuarial/Rajbhasha) has been prepared for the pre examination (Online) 2020.
The book is strictly based on the latest test pattern and syllabus. It is divided into different chapters
of Reasoning Ability Test, Quantitative Aptitude Test, and English Language Test. It also includes
more than 2500 MCQs, 3 Practice Sets and Solved Papers [2015, 2016 & 2019] to self-analyze the
level preparation, paper pattern, question trends, and their weightage. Packed with an effective set
of study resources for this upcoming exam, it is hoped that this book will help aspirants profoundly.
TABLE OF CONTENT Solved Papers 2015, Solved Paper 2016, Solved Paper 2019, Reasoning Ability
Test, Quantitative Aptitude Test, English Language Test, Practice Sets (1-3).

prayers before taking an exam: Proceedings of the 6th International Conference on Current
Issues in Education (ICCIE) 2023 Paramita Cahyaningrum Kuswandi, Ezi Apino, Syahri Ramadhan,
Ririn Susetyaningsih, Siwi Widiastuti, 2024-05-18 This is an open access book. In this Industrial Era
4.0, society encounters significant environmental, economic, and social challenges. Thus,
educational institutions need to ensure that all students are well-prepared for the future and that
they can act as agents of change. As a result, educational institution must expand their educational
system extensively to address these challenges, including reshaping teaching and learning notions
and platforms that immensely focus on not only developing a broad set of academic staff and
student’s knowledge, skills, attitudes, and values but also upholding the fast-growing
technology.Building strong learning connections should be perceived as the highest priority in
educational institutions. The connection paves the way for critical thinking, and it is a fundamental
concept that connects both context and relevance. In this digital information age, technology has
enormous potential to assist this whole process of connection.The 5thinternational Conference of
Current Issues in Education (ICCIE) 2023 provides platforms for researchers and practitioners to
share their ideas and experiences concerning these issues. The conference also brings an excellent
opportunity to connect with global participants and enhance further collaborations.

prayers before taking an exam: Family Stories for God's Glory Charlotte H. Burkholder,
2023-06-20 Have you ever wondered if God is really there for you? This book will assure you that
God really is there. Whether you know it or not, God wants to be involved in every part of your life,
the good and the bad, the happy and the sad. This is a collection of true stories from my childhood to
the golden years of enjoying great-grandchildren. If you think God is not interested in the most
mundane days of your life, then you will be excited to find that he is present in every moment. He



has unique ways of saying, “I am here. I love you. I want to be involved in every part of your life.”
This book is also a legacy for our children, grandchildren, and descendants yet to be born. The
stories are intended to tell our story and God’s story as he instructs us in Joel 1:3: “Tell your children
... and let your children tell their children. Pass the story down from generation to generation.”
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