
politics in pop culture

politics in pop culture has become an increasingly significant area of study and interest, reflecting
how political ideas and events shape, and are shaped by, various forms of popular media. From music
and movies to television shows and social media, political themes permeate widely consumed cultural
products, influencing public opinion and societal norms. This article explores the multifaceted
relationship between politics and pop culture, highlighting how political ideologies, controversies, and
movements are portrayed and interpreted within popular entertainment. By examining key examples
and the impact of political messaging in pop culture, the discussion will reveal the powerful role
entertainment plays in shaping political discourse. The analysis includes the history of political
engagement in pop culture, the representation of politics through different media, and the
implications for both creators and audiences. The following sections provide a detailed overview of
these critical aspects of politics in pop culture.

The Historical Intersection of Politics and Pop Culture

Political Themes in Music, Film, and Television

The Influence of Politics in Social Media and Digital Platforms

Impact of Political Messaging on Audience Perception

Challenges and Criticisms of Politics in Pop Culture

The Historical Intersection of Politics and Pop Culture
The relationship between politics and popular culture is not a recent phenomenon; it has evolved over
decades, reflecting societal changes and political climates. Historically, pop culture has served as a
platform for political expression, protest, and propaganda, often mirroring the dominant ideologies or
challenging the status quo. During the 20th century, significant political events such as wars, civil
rights movements, and social revolutions found expression in music, literature, and film, influencing
public consciousness and cultural development.

Early Examples of Political Engagement in Pop Culture
In the early 1900s, political cartoons and songs were common vehicles for commentary on
government policies and social issues. The folk music tradition, with artists like Woody Guthrie, used
storytelling to highlight injustices and advocate for change. Similarly, Hollywood films during wartime
periods often contained patriotic themes or propaganda supporting national agendas. These early
integrations of politics in pop culture set the groundwork for more overt and complex political
narratives in later decades.



The Role of Pop Culture in Political Movements
Pop culture has historically played a vital role in mobilizing political movements by raising awareness
and fostering solidarity. For example, the 1960s counterculture movement saw music festivals, films,
and literature promoting anti-war sentiments and civil rights activism. The use of pop culture icons
and symbols helped unify diverse groups around political causes, demonstrating the medium’s power
in shaping collective identities and political activism.

Political Themes in Music, Film, and Television
Politics in pop culture is prominently visible in music, film, and television, where political ideas are
explored, critiqued, and disseminated to broad audiences. Each medium offers unique opportunities
to engage with political themes through storytelling, symbolism, and character development,
impacting how viewers and listeners understand and relate to political issues.

Music as a Medium for Political Expression
Music has long been an influential tool for political commentary, with genres like folk, punk, hip-hop,
and reggae often addressing social justice, inequality, and government policies. Artists use lyrics and
performances to critique power structures, advocate for marginalized communities, and inspire
political change. Iconic songs and albums have become anthems for political movements, reflecting
contemporary struggles and aspirations.

Film and Television: Portraying Politics on Screen
Film and television frequently incorporate political narratives, ranging from historical dramas and
political thrillers to satirical comedies and dystopian science fiction. These portrayals often reflect
current events or ideological conflicts, providing audiences with critical perspectives on governance,
corruption, and social issues. Political characters and storylines can humanize abstract political
debates, making complex issues accessible and emotionally resonant.

Examples of Political Pop Culture Works

Music: Bob Dylan’s protest songs, Public Enemy’s politically charged hip-hop, and Beyoncé’s
visual albums addressing racial and gender politics.

Film: Movies like "All the President’s Men," "The Hunger Games," and "V for Vendetta" highlight
political intrigue, authoritarianism, and resistance.

Television: Series such as "House of Cards," "The West Wing," and "Black Mirror" explore
themes of power, democracy, and technology’s impact on society.



The Influence of Politics in Social Media and Digital
Platforms
With the rise of digital technology, politics in pop culture has expanded into social media and online
platforms, transforming how political messages are created, shared, and consumed. These platforms
have democratized political expression, allowing individuals, celebrities, and organizations to engage
directly with audiences and influence public discourse.

Social Media as a Political Arena
Social media channels such as Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok have become battlegrounds for political
debates, activism, and propaganda. Influencers and celebrities often use their platforms to voice
political opinions, mobilize supporters, and challenge opponents. Viral content related to politics in
pop culture can rapidly shape narratives and sway public opinion, underscoring the power of digital
media.

Memes and Political Messaging
Memes represent a unique form of political communication in pop culture, combining humor and
satire to comment on political events and figures. These easily shareable images and videos simplify
complex issues, making political discourse more accessible but sometimes leading to misinformation
or polarization. Memes reflect the blending of entertainment and politics characteristic of
contemporary pop culture.

Impact of Political Messaging on Audience Perception
Politics in pop culture significantly influences how audiences perceive political issues, leaders, and
ideologies. Through emotional engagement and repeated exposure, political themes in entertainment
can shape attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors, contributing to the formation of political identities.

Shaping Political Awareness and Opinions
Pop culture introduces political topics to diverse audiences, often reaching individuals who might not
engage with traditional political information sources. By framing political issues in relatable
narratives, entertainment media can increase awareness and stimulate interest in civic participation.
However, this influence depends on the accuracy and intent of the political content presented.

The Role of Identification and Empathy
Audiences often identify with characters or artists who embody particular political views or
experiences, fostering empathy and deeper understanding of political contexts. This identification can
challenge preconceived notions and encourage critical thinking about societal structures and
injustices. Conversely, it can also reinforce biases if political representations are one-sided or



stereotypical.

Challenges and Criticisms of Politics in Pop Culture
While politics in pop culture offers opportunities for engagement and education, it also faces
significant challenges and criticisms. The blending of entertainment and political discourse raises
questions about accuracy, bias, and the commercialization of political messages.

Commercialization and Political Messaging
Critics argue that the incorporation of politics in pop culture can sometimes prioritize profit over
genuine political engagement. Marketing strategies may exploit political themes to attract attention
without fostering meaningful dialogue or understanding. This commodification risks trivializing serious
political issues.

Polarization and Misrepresentation
Political content in pop culture can contribute to societal polarization by presenting divisive
viewpoints or oversimplifying complex issues. Misrepresentation or sensationalism may distort public
perception, undermining informed political debate. Additionally, echo chambers within pop culture
communities can reinforce existing political divides.

Censorship and Artistic Freedom
Artists and creators who engage with politics in pop culture may face censorship or backlash, limiting
freedom of expression. Political pressures from governments, corporations, or audience segments can
constrain the diversity of political perspectives represented in popular media, affecting the richness
and authenticity of political discourse.

Frequently Asked Questions

How has political commentary influenced modern television
shows?
Modern television shows often incorporate political commentary to reflect societal issues, engage
viewers in current debates, and provide critical perspectives on governance, policies, and political
figures, making politics more accessible and relatable.

In what ways do musicians use their platform to address
political issues?
Musicians use their lyrics, public statements, and performances to highlight social injustices, advocate



for policy changes, and mobilize their audience, effectively blending entertainment with activism to
raise awareness and inspire action.

Why are political themes becoming more prevalent in
superhero movies?
Superhero movies increasingly explore political themes to mirror real-world conflicts, question
authority, and examine moral complexities, thereby resonating with audiences who seek deeper
meaning beyond traditional good-versus-evil narratives.

How has social media impacted the portrayal of politics in pop
culture?
Social media amplifies the reach and immediacy of political content in pop culture, allowing creators
and celebrities to directly engage with audiences, spread political messages rapidly, and influence
public opinion in real time.

What role do comedians play in shaping political discourse
through pop culture?
Comedians use satire and humor to critique political figures and policies, making complex issues
more understandable and approachable while encouraging critical thinking and dialogue among
diverse audiences.

Can fictional political narratives in movies and TV shows
affect public perception of real-world politics?
Yes, fictional political narratives can shape public perception by framing issues in specific ways,
influencing attitudes toward political ideologies, and sometimes reinforcing or challenging existing
beliefs, thereby impacting how audiences interpret real-world politics.

Additional Resources
1. Politics and Pop Culture: A Complicated Relationship
This book explores the intricate ways in which politics and pop culture intersect and influence each
other. It examines how political ideologies are reflected in movies, music, television, and social media.
The author delves into the power of pop culture as a tool for political expression and activism,
highlighting key moments where entertainment has sparked political change.

2. The Political Power of Superheroes
Focusing on the superhero genre, this book analyzes how comic books and superhero films address
political themes such as justice, authority, and morality. It discusses how these characters often serve
as allegories for real-world political issues and social movements. The book also looks at how fans
engage with these narratives to shape political discourse.

3. Hollywood Goes to Washington: Politics in Film and Television
This title offers a comprehensive overview of how Hollywood has portrayed politics throughout



history. It covers iconic political films and television shows, examining their impact on public
perceptions of government and leadership. The author provides insight into the ways entertainment
media shape and reflect political attitudes.

4. From Sitcoms to Social Movements: The Political Impact of TV Comedy
This book investigates the role of television comedy in political commentary and activism. It highlights
influential shows that have tackled serious political issues through humor and satire. The analysis
includes the effects these programs have had on political awareness and civic engagement among
viewers.

5. Music and Politics: Voices of Change in Popular Culture
Exploring the intersection of music and politics, this book traces how popular songs and artists have
influenced political movements. It covers various genres and eras, demonstrating music’s ability to
inspire, mobilize, and challenge societal norms. The author also discusses censorship and the
commercial pressures faced by politically conscious musicians.

6. Viral Politics: Social Media’s Role in Shaping Modern Political Culture
This book examines the transformative impact of social media platforms on political communication
and engagement. It discusses how memes, viral videos, and online influencers contribute to political
discourse and activism. The author also addresses the challenges posed by misinformation and digital
polarization.

7. Graphic Politics: Political Satire in Comics and Animation
Focusing on the visual arts, this book explores how comics and animated series use satire to critique
political systems and figures. It highlights notable works that have pushed boundaries and sparked
conversation. The book also considers the unique power of visual storytelling in conveying complex
political messages.

8. Pop Culture Presidents: Political Leadership in Film and Television
This title analyzes the portrayal of presidents and political leaders in popular media. It looks at how
fictional and real-life figures are depicted, and how these portrayals influence public expectations of
leadership. The author discusses the blend of entertainment and political commentary in shaping the
public imagination.

9. Celebrity Politics: When Fame Meets Power
This book explores the phenomenon of celebrities engaging in political activism and running for office.
It investigates the advantages and pitfalls of celebrity involvement in politics, including media
coverage and public perception. The author provides case studies of prominent figures who have
crossed the boundary between entertainment and governance.
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  politics in pop culture: Politics and Popular Culture John Street, 2013-05-08 In an age
where film stars become presidents and politicians appear in pop videos, politics and popular culture
have become inextricably interlinked. In this exciting new book, John Street provides a broad survey
and analysis of this relationship.
  politics in pop culture: Polpop James E. Combs, 1984 This book discusses various components
of popular culture and the effects they have on politics. Some of the areas of mass culture which are
discussed are: popular dramas, folk heritage, the Western myth, sports, religion, media, propaganda,
and show business.
  politics in pop culture: Hop on Pop Henry Jenkins III, Jane Shattuc, Tara McPherson,
2003-01-23 A major collection of fan-based cultural studies work, largely by a new generation of
scholars.
  politics in pop culture: Law and Popular Culture Michael Asimow, Shannon Mader, 2004
This book explores the interface between law and popular culture, two subjects of enormous current
importance and influence. Exploring how they affect each other, each chapter discusses a legally
themed film or television show, such as Philadelphia or Dead Man Walking, and treats it as both a
cultural and a legal text, illustrating how popular culture both constructs our perceptions of law, and
changes the way that players in the legal system behave. Written without theoretical jargon, Law
and Popular Culture: A Course Book is intended for use in undergraduate or graduate courses and
can be taught by anyone who enjoys pop culture and is interested in law.
  politics in pop culture: An Introduction to Popular Culture in the US Jenn Brandt, Callie
Clare, 2018-01-25 Winner of the Popular Culture Association's 2018 John G. Cawelti Award for the
Best Textbook / Primer What is popular culture? Why study popular culture in an academic context?
An Introduction to Popular Culture in the US: People, Politics, and Power introduces and explores
the history and contemporary analysis of popular culture in the United States. In situating popular
culture as lived experience through the activities, objects, and distractions of everyday life, the
authors work to broaden the understanding of culture beyond a focus solely on media texts, taking
an interdisciplinary approach to analyze American culture, its rituals, beliefs, and the objects that
shape its existence. After building a foundation of the history of popular culture as an academic
discipline, the book looks broadly at cultural myths and the institutional structures, genres,
industries, and people that shape the mindset of popular culture in the United States. It then
becomes more focused with an examination of identity, exploring the ways in which these myths and
mindset are internalized, practiced, and shaped by individuals. The book concludes by connecting
the broad understanding of popular culture and the unique individual experience with chapters
dedicated to the objects, communities, and celebrations of everyday life. This approach to the field of
study explores all matters of culture in a way that is accessible and relevant to individuals in and
outside of the classroom.
  politics in pop culture: Popular Culture, Social Media, and the Politics of Identity William
Clapton, 2025 Popular Culture, Social Media, and the Politics of Identity advances a novel
methodological approach - pop culture as political object - to capture the centrality of popular
culture as an object of a broad range of political contests and debates that constitute pop culture
artefacts by generating and informing specific meanings and understandings of them. It is no longer
novel to claim that popular culture matters to world politics. The literature on Popular Culture and
World Politics (PCWP) has demonstrated the cultural basis of political action and meaning-making.
However, this book argues that in doing so, the PCWP literature has focused primarily on the
traditionally narrow range of issues, actors, and things that mainstream International Relations
regards as part of world politics. While PCWP challenges restrictive disciplinary understandings of
the sites of legitimate inquiry where one can purposefully gain knowledge about world politics,
comparatively little has been done to challenge constricted understandings of what world politics is,
who it involves, and where it takes place. Methodological approaches in the literature largely treat
popular culture and politics as separate and therefore focus on understanding how popular culture
relates to and intersects with a relatively circumscribed notion of world politics. Focusing on the



everyday politics of how audiences perceive and contest popular cultural artefacts, this book
demonstrates that pop culture does not merely intersect with or reflect discrete political processes,
it is also directly situated as an object of politics. The author analyses current debates over identity
politics across a range of contemporary pop cultural artefacts including films and video games. This
book will be of interest to scholars and students of International Relations, Political Science, and
Cultural and Media Studies--
  politics in pop culture: From entertainment to citizenship John Street, Sanna Inthorn, Martin
Scott, 2015-11-01 From entertainment to citizenship reveals how the young use shows like X-factor
to comment on how power ought to be used, and how they respond to those pop stars – like Bono
and Bob Geldof – who claim to represent them. It explores how young people connect the pleasures
of popular culture to the world at large. For them, popular culture is not simply a matter of escapism
and entertainment, but of engagement too. The place of popular culture in politics, and its
contribution to democratic life, has too often been misrepresented or misunderstood. This book
provides the evidence and analysis that will help correct this misperception. It documents the voices
of young people as they talk about popular culture (what they love as well as what they dislike), and
as they reveal their thoughts about the world they inhabit. It will be of interest to those who study
media and culture, and those who study politics.
  politics in pop culture: Popular Culture in Africa Stephanie Newell, Onookome Okome,
2013-11-12 This volume marks the 25th anniversary of Karin Barber’s ground-breaking article,
Popular Arts in Africa, which stimulated new debates about African popular culture and its defining
categories. Focusing on performances, audiences, social contexts and texts, contributors ask how
African popular cultures contribute to the formation of an episteme. With chapters on theater,
Nollywood films, blogging, and music and sports discourses, as well as on popular art forms, urban
and youth cultures, and gender and sexuality, the book highlights the dynamism and complexity of
contemporary popular cultures in sub-Saharan Africa. Focusing on the streets of Africa, especially
city streets where different cultures and cultural personalities meet, the book asks how the category
of the people is identified and interpreted by African culture-producers, politicians, religious leaders,
and by the people themselves. The book offers a nuanced, strongly historicized perspective in which
African popular cultures are regarded as vehicles through which we can document ordinary people’s
vitality and responsiveness to political and social transformations.
  politics in pop culture: Entertainment & Politics David James Jackson, 2002 This influence
does not fit into neat conservative and liberal patterns, but instead interacts with parental and peer
influence in heretofore unexamined ways. By-and-large, the entertainment media help to reinforce
pre-existing values. However, this book takes a close look at many of the ways in which the
entertainment media influence young Americans to hold socio-political beliefs that are different from
these of their parents, schools, and teachers.--BOOK JACKET.
  politics in pop culture: Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and Popular Culture Tony
Kelso, Brian Cogan, 2009-10-15 Whether it's television, radio, concerts, live appearances by
comedians, Internet websites, or even the political party conventions themselves, the mixing of
politics and popular culture is frequently on display. The Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and
Popular Culture examines the people, major events, media, and controversies in eight thematic
chapters and over 150 entries to provide an invaluable resource for any student, scholar, or
everyday political junkie needing a comprehensive introduction to the subject. On a typical
weeknight in the United States, millions shun the traditional evening network news broadcasts and,
instead, later grab their remotes to turn to Comedy Central to catch up on the political happenings
of the day, delivered by the comedian Jon Stewart on the faux news program, The Daily Show.
Immediately afterwards, they might stay tuned to The Colbert Report for another dosage of
hilarious, fake news that, to them, comes across more honestly than the serious version they could
watch on CNN. Whether it's television, radio, concerts, live appearances by comedians, Internet
websites, or even the political party conventions themselves, the mixing of politics and popular
culture is frequently on display. The Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and Popular Culture



provides in-depth coverage of these fascinating, and often surprising intersections in both historical
and contemporary culture. This highly readable and entertaining encyclopedia provides a sweeping
survey of the historic and ongoing interplay between politics, the media, and popular culture in eight
thought-provoking chapters. The volume is enhanced with the inclusion of over 150 entries to help
students and researchers easily locate more in-depth information on topics ranging from political
scandals to YouTube.
  politics in pop culture: Popular Culture and Political Change in Modern America Ronald
Edsforth, Larry Bennett, 1991-10-25 This book is a collection of essays dealing with the ways in
which specific popular entertainment media, mass consumer products, and popular movements
affect politics and political culture in the United States. It seeks to present a range of possibilities
that reflect the dimensions of the current debate and practice in the field. Some of the contributions
to this volume place popular culture media such as films, music, and books in a broad social context,
and several articles deal with the historical roots of twentieth-century American popular culture.
Popular culture is treated as categorically neither good nor bad, in either political or aesthetic
terms. Instead, the essays reflect the editors' convictions that popular culture is simply too
important to be ignored by those academics who treat politics and its history seriously. The
collection also shows that studying popular or mass culture in a historical way illuminates a variety
of possible relationships between popular culture and politics.
  politics in pop culture: Celebrity Politics Mark Wheeler, 2013-08-22 In this new book, Mark
Wheeler offers the first in-depth analysis of the history, nature and global reach of celebrity politics
today. Celebrity politicians and politicized celebrities have had a profound impact upon the practice
of politics and the way in which it is now communicated. New forms of political participation have
emerged as a result and the political classes have increasingly absorbed the values of celebrity into
their own PR strategies. Celebrity activists, endorsers, humanitarians and diplomats also play a part
in reconfiguring politics for a more fragmented and image-conscious public arena. In academic
circles, celebrity may be viewed as a ‘manufactured product’; one fabricated by media exposure so
that celebrity activists are no more than ‘bards of the powerful.’ Mark Wheeler, however, provides a
more nuanced critique contending that both celebrity politicians and politicized stars should be
defined by their ‘affective capacity’ to operate within the public sphere. This timely book will be a
valuable resource for students of media and communication studies and political science as well as
general readers keen to understand the nature and reach of contemporary celebrity culture.
  politics in pop culture: Populism and (Pop) Music Manuela Caiani, Enrico Padoan, 2023-01-06
This book launches a proposal: to fill some empirical and theoretical gaps that presently exists in
populism studies by looking at the potential nexus between populist phenomena and popular culture.
It provides a detailed account of the multiple mechanisms linking the production of pop music (as a
form of popular culture) to the rise and reproduction of populism. The authors use a case study of
Italy to interrogate these mechanisms because of its long-lasting populist phenomena and the
contextual importance of pop music. The book’s mixed-methods strategy assesses three different
aspects of the potential relationship between pop music and populist politics: the cultural
opportunity structure generated and reproduced by the production of music, the strategies political
actors use to exploit music for political purposes, and, crucially, the ways fans and ordinary citizens
understand the relationship between pop music and politics, and subsequent debates and identities.
Moving from the case study, the book in its last chapter offers a more general understanding of the
associations between pop music and populism.
  politics in pop culture: Harry Potter and International Relations Daniel H. Nexon, Iver B.
Neumann, 2006-05-25 Drawing on a range of historical and sociological sources, this work shows
how aspects of Harry's world contain aspects of our own. It also includes chapters on the political
economy of the franchise, and on the problems of studying popular culture.
  politics in pop culture: Media, Politics and Democracy John Street, 2021-05-14 The third
edition of Media, Politics and Democracy examines the fraught debate over media influence, who
wields it and what effect social and traditional media has on what we think, how we behave, and how



we vote. Charting the media conglomerates of old, the alarming rise of the Tech Giants in recent
decades, concerns over 'fake news', and the use of social media by political candidates, this book
places contemporary anxieties into historical context and compares the response to such issues
across different states and societies. Using examples from around the world, Street tackles the
changing nature of political communications and brings under scrutiny the question of how a
democratic society can function alongside a democratic media. Suitable for students studying
politics and the media, political communications and other related fields. New to this Edition: -
Completely revised and updated version of Mass Media, Politics and Democracy. - Includes a new
chapter on the power of the Tech Giants. - Contains detailed accounts of the significance of figures
such as Donald Trump, Rupert Murdoch and Mark Zuckerberg. - Student questions and issues for
debate interspersed throughout the book.
  politics in pop culture: Popular Music and the Rise of Populism in Europe Mario Dunkel,
Melanie Schiller, 2024-07-31 This book focuses on the role of popular music in the rise of populism
in Europe, centering on the music-related processes of sociocultural normalization and the
increasing prevalence of populist discourses in contemporary society.
  politics in pop culture: Popular Culture and New Media D. Beer, 2013-06-13 This book
explores the material and everyday intersections between popular culture and new media. Using a
range of interdisciplinary resources the chapters open up various hidden dimensions, including
objects and infrastructures, archives, algorithms, data play and the body that force us to rethink our
understanding of culture as it is today.
  politics in pop culture: Mediating Politics: Newspapers, Radio, Television And The
Internet Washbourne, Neil, 2010-04-01 The book explores the complex interconnections between
media, political organisation and society. This is particularly important in a period when politics
seems to be in crisis. This 'crisis' can be seen in problems of trust affecting political institutions and
politicians, the apparently widespread political cynicism and apathy of audiences and citizens, and
the perception that processes of globalisation are undermining the bases of contemporary
democracy and public discussion. Old cherished views and ideals seem dead and there appears to be
no clear vision of the future. This pessimistic view has been expressed, most cogently and explicitly,
in the 'end of politics' thesis. Rather than taking this view the book investigates in detail how the use
of media and new technology affects politics and how the consequences vary across national
societies and regions. It focuses in particular on the way new technology poses problems, but also
offers potentialities and solutions, for political actors of all sorts. To this end particular attention is
paid to various political uses of the internet. The book closely analyses how political parties,
pressure groups, governments and social movements explore and develop the range of media forms
and rhetorics and assesses the aggregate consequences this has for political life. The book argues
that key versions of the 'end of politics' thesis are simply too pessimistic about what we can hope for
from the future and imply an unrealistic nostalgia about the past. Rather it puts the media-politics
relationship into the broader context of a culturally complex and changing contemporary information
society..
  politics in pop culture: Popular Music and the State in the UK Martin Cloonan, 2016-04-22
In an era of the rise of the free market and economic globalization, Martin Cloonan examines why
politicians and policymakers in the UK have sought to intervene in popular music - a field that has
often been held up as the epitome of the free market form. Cloonan traces the development of
government attitudes and policies towards popular music from the 1950s to the present, discovering
the prominence of two overlapping concerns: public order and the political economy of music. Since
the music industry began to lobby politicians, particularly on the issue of copyright in relation to the
internet, an inherent tension has become apparent with economic rationale on one side, and
Romantic notions of 'the artist' on the other. Cloonan examines the development of policy under New
Labour; numerous reports which have charted the economics of the industry; the New Deal for
Musicians scheme and the impact of devolution on music policy in Scotland. He makes the case for
the inherently political nature of popular music and asserts that the development of popular music



policies can only be understood in the context of an increasingly close working relationship between
government and the cultural industries. In addition he argues that a rather myopic view of the music
industries has meant that policy initiatives have lacked cohesion and have generally served the
interests of multinational corporations rather than struggling musicians.
  politics in pop culture: Political Communication in Times of Crisis Oscar G. Luengo,
2016-02-15 During the first years of the 21th century we have witnessed many events in our
societies, some of them without precedent at all in our recent history, which have involved
irreversible changes. The attacks to the Twin Towers in New York City, the resulting sequence of
wars in the Middle East, and the international financial collapse are very good examples of these
happenings. All these developments of international consequences have led to a new dimension of
political communication, and have reoriented some of its traditional meanings, after a very clear
dynamic has irrupted in our lives: the crisis. Many new dynamics have introduced significant
changes and altered the nature of international relations, the processes of policy making, the
governmental performances, the citizen's demands, the electoral campaigns, and the geographical
tensions, among other socio-political developments. The revolutionary wave of demonstrations,
protests, riots and civil wars in the Arab world starting in 2010 (Arab spring); the waves of human
asylum seekers as a direct consequence of this reality; the so-called colour revolutions that
overthrew governments in Georgia, Ukraine, Kyrgyzstan, and Lebanon; the territorial conflict
between Russia and Ukraine; the intensification of the anti-globalisation movements; the outraged
protests around the world; the conflict between Israel and Palestine, one of the hardest and longest
conflicts to date that has been reactivated over and over; the terrorist attacks in Madrid, London,
Boston and Paris; or the recent global threat created by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIS); all this leads societies to an unprecedented present in the realm of political communication.
Some of those topics are treated in this volume, approaching the main questions with the googles of
political communication, since most of these developments have a very visible communicational
dimension. This book comprises several chapters divided into five different sections. These
stimulating pieces of research were presented by 30 international contributors, from almost 10
different nationalities.
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