politics in office quotes

politics in office quotes offer a unique lens through which the complexities of
governance and leadership can be understood. These quotes encapsulate the challenges,
strategies, and often the ironies faced by politicians while serving in public office. From
highlighting the art of negotiation to reflecting on the burdens of power, politics in office
quotes provide insight into the human side of political life. This article explores a variety
of notable quotes that illustrate the nature of political office, the dynamics of power, and
the realities behind public service. Additionally, it examines how these quotes resonate
with ongoing political discourse and public perception. By analyzing key quotes, readers
can gain a deeper appreciation of the intersection between personal conviction and
political strategy. The content is structured to cover famous quotes, the impact of such
sayings on political culture, and how they continue to influence modern governance.

e Famous Politics in Office Quotes and Their Meanings

e The Role of Quotes in Political Leadership

e Impact of Politics in Office Quotes on Public Perception
e How Politics in Office Quotes Reflect Political Strategy

¢ Using Politics in Office Quotes in Modern Political Discourse

Famous Politics in Office Quotes and Their
Meanings

Politics in office quotes often come from renowned leaders and thinkers whose words have
stood the test of time. These quotes reflect the realities and philosophies that underpin
political leadership. They reveal the tension between idealism and pragmatism, the
complexity of decision-making, and the nature of power struggles within governmental
systems.

Quotes Highlighting the Burden of Leadership

Many notable quotes emphasize the heavy responsibilities and sacrifices that come with
holding political office. For example, Franklin D. Roosevelt famously stated, “The
presidency is the most demanding job in the world.” This underscores the immense
pressure leaders face in balancing public expectations and national interests. Similarly,
John F. Kennedy’s words, “Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other,”
emphasize the continuous growth required in office.

Quotes on the Nature of Political Power

Political office inherently involves power dynamics, which are often captured succinctly in
memorable quotes. Lord Acton’s famous assertion, “Power tends to corrupt, and absolute



power corrupts absolutely,” serves as a cautionary reminder of the potential dangers of
unchecked authority. This quote remains relevant in discussions about political ethics and
accountability.

Quotes Reflecting Political Strategy and Negotiation

Politics in office quotes also shed light on the strategic elements of governance. As Niccolo
Machiavelli noted, “Politics have no relation to morals,” pointing to the sometimes ruthless
tactics required to maintain power and achieve political goals. These quotes help explain
the pragmatic side of political life often unseen by the public.

The Role of Quotes in Political Leadership

Quotes serve as powerful tools in political leadership, shaping public narratives and
influencing both followers and opponents. They distill complex ideas into memorable
expressions that can inspire, warn, or justify actions taken by those in office.
Understanding the role of such quotes is essential for analyzing how political figures
communicate their visions and policies.

Quotes as Instruments of Inspiration

Political leaders often use quotes to motivate their constituents and reinforce their
legitimacy. Inspirational quotes can unify diverse groups and foster a sense of shared
purpose. For instance, Abraham Lincoln’s “Government of the people, by the people, for
the people” remains a rallying cry for democracy worldwide.

Quotes as Political Messaging and Branding

Beyond inspiration, quotes are integral to political messaging strategies. They encapsulate
a leader’s philosophy or campaign promises in a concise manner that resonates with
voters. Political branding frequently relies on memorable phrases that capture the essence
of a politician’s platform and image.

Quotes as Tools for Criticism and Opposition

Political opponents often use quotes to critique or undermine adversaries. By highlighting
contradictions or controversial statements, quotes become instruments in political debate
and media coverage. This dynamic illustrates the dual role of quotes as both unifiers and
divisive elements in politics.

Impact of Politics in Office Quotes on Public
Perception

The dissemination of politics in office quotes significantly affects public perception of
political figures and institutions. These quotes shape how citizens interpret leadership
qualities, ethical standards, and the effectiveness of governance. Analyzing their impact
reveals the power of language in political culture.



Shaping Trust and Credibility

Well-crafted quotes can enhance a politician’s trustworthiness and credibility by
conveying honesty, vision, and competence. Conversely, poorly received quotes may
damage reputations and erode public confidence. This interplay highlights the importance
of rhetoric in maintaining political capital.

Influencing Political Legacy

Quotes often become part of a politician’s lasting legacy, encapsulating their contributions
or failures. Historical remembrance frequently hinges on the ability of a quote to capture
the essence of a political career or pivotal moments in office.

Examples of Quotes Affecting Public Opinion
Several notable examples demonstrate how politics in office quotes have influenced public

opinion:

e Winston Churchill’s wartime declarations that bolstered British morale during World
War II.

e Ronald Reagan’s “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!” which symbolized a firm
stance against communism.

e Barack Obama’s “Yes, we can,” which energized a broad coalition of supporters
during his presidential campaign.

How Politics in Office Quotes Reflect Political
Strategy

Politics in office quotes often encapsulate the underlying strategies politicians employ to
navigate complex political landscapes. These sayings reveal approaches to negotiation,
coalition-building, and the management of public opinion.

Quotes Illustrating Political Compromise

Compromise is a crucial element of effective governance. Quotes such as Benjamin
Franklin’s “We must all hang together, or assuredly we shall all hang separately” highlight
the necessity of unity and collaboration despite differing views within political institutions.

Quotes Demonstrating Political Realism

Political realism acknowledges the necessity to balance ideals with practical constraints.
Quotes by figures like Otto von Bismarck, who said, “Politics is the art of the possible,”
emphasize the importance of pragmatic decision-making in office.



Quotes on the Use of Power and Influence

Quotes focusing on power dynamics reveal how politicians justify or critique the use of
influence. For instance, Theodore Roosevelt’s observation, “Speak softly and carry a big
stick,” reflects a strategy of measured diplomacy backed by strength.

Using Politics in Office Quotes in Modern
Political Discourse

In contemporary political discourse, politics in office quotes continue to play a vital role.
They are frequently employed in speeches, debates, media analysis, and social media to
frame arguments and articulate political positions.

Incorporating Quotes into Political Speeches

Politicians often integrate famous quotes into speeches to connect with audiences and
lend historical weight to their messages. This practice reinforces key themes and
establishes continuity with respected traditions and leaders.

Quotes in Political Commentary and Analysis

Political analysts and commentators use quotes to contextualize current events and
evaluate the actions of officeholders. These references help clarify complex political
phenomena for the public and enrich political dialogue.

Quotes as Memes and Social Media Content

In the digital age, politics in office quotes have found new life as viral content on social
media platforms. Their brevity and emotional impact make them ideal for sharing, thus
amplifying their reach and influence in shaping political opinions.

e Memes often highlight ironic or contradictory quotes.
¢ Quotes are used to mobilize grassroots political movements.

e Social media campaigns employ quotes to reinforce slogans and calls to action.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some famous quotes about politics in office?

Famous quotes about politics in office include Franklin D. Roosevelt's 'The only thing we
have to fear is fear itself,' and Abraham Lincoln's 'Government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the Earth.'



How do political leaders use quotes to influence public
opinion while in office?

Political leaders use memorable quotes to encapsulate their messages, inspire supporters,
shape public perception, and communicate complex policies in a relatable way.

What is the significance of quotes in political
campaigns and office politics?

Quotes in political campaigns help candidates connect with voters emotionally, convey
their values succinctly, and create lasting impressions that can define their political
identity.

Can quotes about politics in office reflect the challenges
of governance?

Yes, many quotes reflect the complexities and challenges of governance, such as Winston
Churchill's 'Politics is the art of the possible,' highlighting the need for compromise and
pragmatism.

Are there any popular quotes that warn about the
dangers of politics in office?

Yes, for example, Lord Acton's famous quote, 'Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power
corrupts absolutely,' warns about the inherent risks of political power.

How do quotes from political figures in office inspire
future leaders?

Quotes from political figures often encapsulate wisdom, resilience, and vision, inspiring
future leaders to uphold democratic values, pursue justice, and lead with integrity.

What role do quotes play in documenting the history of
politics in office?

Quotes serve as historical artifacts that capture the mindset, rhetoric, and priorities of
political figures, helping historians and the public understand political eras and leadership
styles.

Additional Resources

1. Words That Govern: Political Quotes from the Halls of Power

This book compiles some of the most memorable and influential quotes spoken by
politicians while in office. It explores how these statements have shaped policy, public
opinion, and history itself. Readers gain insight into the power of rhetoric in political



leadership and decision-making.

2. The Art of Political Speech: Quotes from the Corridors of Power

Focusing on the artful delivery and strategic use of language, this collection highlights
quotes from officeholders who mastered the craft of persuasion. The book analyzes the
context behind these quotes and their impact on political discourse. It’s an essential read
for those interested in political communication.

3. Echoes of Leadership: Iconic Quotes from Political Leaders in Office

This volume showcases quotes from presidents, prime ministers, and other key political
figures during their terms. It illustrates how words can reflect leadership styles, priorities,
and challenges faced while governing. The book also discusses the lasting legacy of these
statements in shaping political culture.

4. In the Seat of Power: Memorable Political Quotes from Office

Highlighting quotes delivered during critical moments in office, this book reveals how
politicians use language to navigate crises and inspire change. It provides historical
context for each quote and examines the circumstances under which they were spoken.
Readers will appreciate the blend of history and rhetoric.

5. Voices of Authority: Political Office Quotes That Changed History

This collection focuses on quotes that not only captured moments in office but also
influenced the course of history. Each quote is paired with an analysis of its significance
and the aftermath of its delivery. The book serves as a powerful reminder of the influence
wielded by political leaders through speech.

6. The Power of the Podium: Political Quotes from Those in Office

Exploring the symbolic and practical power of political speeches, this book gathers quotes
that exemplify leadership and governance. It discusses how officeholders use the podium
to communicate vision, policy, and resolve. The collection is a testament to the enduring
power of spoken words in politics.

7. Between the Lines: Political Quotes from Government Officeholders

This book delves into the subtext and deeper meanings behind political quotes spoken by
officeholders. It reveals how language can be used to signal intentions, negotiate power,
and influence public sentiment. Perfect for readers interested in political strategy and
communication.

8. From the Oval Office to Parliament: Quotes That Define Political Tenure

Covering a range of political systems and leaders, this book presents quotes that define
the ethos and challenges of holding office. It highlights how words reflect the
responsibilities and pressures of governance. The diverse perspectives offer a global view
of political leadership through quotes.

9. Legacy in Language: Political Quotes from Those Who Served in Office

This book examines quotes that have become part of the political legacy left by
officeholders. It explores how these words continue to inspire, caution, or provoke debate
long after the speaker’s tenure. The collection underscores the enduring impact of
political rhetoric on society.
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politics in office quotes: America's Political Class Under Fire David A. Horowitz, 2013-12-02
While the clash between what has been called the modern and undeveloped worlds has led to
America's military involvement in the Middle East and other places, few people realize the tension
between the modern and the traditional within the United States. Beginning in the 1920's,
professional intellectuals and academics began influencing the nation's public policy on matters as
diverse as education, economics, and public health. In this thoughtful work, David A. Horowitz
analyzes the tension between the so-called New Class of knowledge professionals and their critics,
who accused them of being out of touch with the common sense of everyday people, strangers to the
American Way, even Communists. America's Political Class Under Fire is organized over nine
periods of 20th-century history, providing a window into everything from the Scopes evolution trial
and McCarthyism to affirmative action and the Clinton health care fiasco. Along the way, the book
explores the New Left, populist conservatism, and the mid-90's reaction to political liberalism, which
saw Newt Gingrich rise to the top post in the House of Representatives. In telling these stories,
Horowitz seeks to encourage a more balanced and fair-minded assessment of the consequences of
expertise and applied intellect to democratic existence in the United States.

politics in office quotes: The Office Andy Greene, 2020-03-24 AN INSTANT NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER The untold stories behind The Office, one of the most iconic television shows of
the twenty-first century, told by its creators, writers, and actors When did you last hang out with
Jim, Pam, Dwight, Michael, and the rest of Dunder Mifflin? It might have been back in 2013, when
the series finale aired . . . or it might have been last night, when you watched three episodes in a
row. But either way, long after the show first aired, it’'s more popular than ever, and fans have only
one problem—what to watch, or read, next. Fortunately, Rolling Stone writer Andy Greene has that
answer. In his brand-new oral history, The Office: The Untold Story of the Greatest Sitcom of the
2000s, Greene will take readers behind the scenes of their favorite moments and characters. Greene
gives us the true inside story behind the entire show, from its origins on the BBC through its
impressive nine-season run in America, with in-depth research and exclusive interviews. Fans will
get the inside scoop on key episodes from The Dundies to Threat Level Midnight and Goodbye,
Michael, including behind-the-scenes details like the battle to keep it on the air when NBC wanted to
pull the plug after just six episodes and the failed attempt to bring in James Gandolfini as the new
boss after Steve Carell left, spotlighting the incredible, genre-redefining show created by the
family-like team, who together took a quirky British import with dicey prospects and turned it into a
primetime giant with true historical and cultural significance. Hilarious, heartwarming, and
revelatory, The Office gives fans and pop culture buffs a front-row seat to the phenomenal sequence
of events that launched The Office into wild popularity, changing the face of television and how we
all see our office lives for decades to come.

politics in office quotes: Politicians' Reading of Public Opinion and its Biases Stefaan
Walgrave, Karolin Soontjens, Julie Sevenans, 2022-08-15 Examining a central assumption widely
accepted as being crucial in making democracy work - that politicians form a more or less accurate
image of public opinion and take that perception into account when representing citizens -
Politicians' Reading of Public Opinion and its Biases presents a paradox of representation. On the
one hand, politicians invest enormously in reading public opinion. They are committed to finding out
what the people want and public opinion is a key consideration in many of their undertakings. Yet,
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on the other hand, politicians' perceptions of public opinion are surprisingly inaccurate. Politicians
are hardly better at estimating public opinion than ordinary citizens are. Their perceptions are
distorted by social projection, in the sense that politicians' own opinion affects their estimations, and
on top of that, there seems to be a systematic right-wing bias in these perceptions. The findings
imply that one of the main paths to responsive policy-making is flawed. Even though politicians do
the best they can to learn about people's preferences, skewed perceptions put them on the wrong
track. From a democratic perspective, the central findings of the book are quite sobering. The high
hopes that many authors had with regard to politicians' ability to adequately 'consult' or 'sense'
public opinion appear to be vain. The book puts forward a plausible driver of the slippage between
the public and politics. Politicians are less responsive to people's preferences than they could be, not
because they do not want to be responsive but because they base themselves on erroneous public
opinion perceptions.

politics in office quotes: Politics For Dummies Ann M. DeLaney, 2020-01-02 Get up to speed
on the U.S. political system Confused by caucuses, primaries, and pollsters? Puzzled by the various
parties and special interest groups? Politics For Dummies has everything you need to understand
local, state, and national politics; how to communicate with your elected officials; and what your
representatives can do for you. You'll find out all about lobbying groups, sub-committees, the
government branches, and how elections work. Also included is new information on how to use
online tools and social media to find out what legislation is on the floor, what issues are before the
Supreme Court, and when congress and the Supreme Court are in session. Understand the United
States political system Learn more about the three branches of U.S. government Discover the
differences in federal, state, and local operations Get need-to-know information for involvement This
book cuts through the political jargon and provides clear, up-to-date details about everything from
legislation to polls to presidential elections in the United States—and explains how you can become
a political player yourself.

politics in office quotes: And I Quote, Revised Edition Ashton Applewhite, Tripp Evans,
Andrew Frothingham, 2003-03-19 The popular guide to quotable quotes returns in a totally revised
and updatededition including all-new material.

politics in office quotes: Contemporary Patterns Of Politics, Praxis, And Culture Georgia Anne
Persons, 2005-01-01 The National Political Science Review is the official publication of the National
Conference of Black Political Scientists. This new volume, Contemporary Patterns of Politics, Praxis,
and Culture reflects major research focuses across religion, race, gender, culture, and of course,
politics. Themes that engage a community of scholars also engage them in praxis as individual
citizens and practitioners in a democratic society, and collectively as member-participants in a
changing culture. Two themes, religion and culture are relatively new areas of intellectual curiosity
for political scientists. Articles in this volume extend the beachheads already established by
African-American political scientists in studies that guage the significance and influence of religion
in both individual and group behavior. They chart religion's inevitable move onto the center stage of
U.S. public affairs. The study of culture has essentially languished for almost a generation within
political science, especially with regard to the study of American politics and society. During this
time the emphasis has also shifted significantly from an almost exclusive focus on civic culture to an
expanding focus on the broad expanse of popular culture in the contemporary period. Culture is the
crucible within which politics, race, religion, and gender both foment and ferment, and artistic
products of the culture are manifestations and mirrors of how we envision and construct a changing
reality. Issues of race, religion, gender and culture are all dimensions of individual and group
identity. The dynamics of changing individual and group identities change the underlying cultural
canvas against which identity is displayed and politics is acted out. The concept of praxis is relatively
new to the lexicon of political science. However, engagement in the practice of politics is not a new
idea for African-American social scientists. Indeed, particularly for this group, and clearly for many
others, scholarship influences praxis, and praxis influences scholarship. This volume will be of
particular interest to ethnic studies specialists, African-American studies scholars, political



scientists, historians, and sociologists. Georgia A. Persons is professor of political science in the
School of Public Policy at Georgia Institute of Technology where she also directs the Center for the
Study of Social Change.

politics in office quotes: Money in Politics Simon Weschle, 2022-06-09 The book explains
when and how money enters politics in different ways, and what consequences this has.

politics in office quotes: You May Quote Me--the Politicians Mildred A. Paysinger, 1974

politics in office quotes: The Bro Code Thomas Keith, 2020-12-29 Extending from the belief
that masculinities are multiple, consisting of complexities and constructions that make up the traits
associated with each, this book explores the various ways in which boys and men are conditioned to
view women as inferior to themselves and predominantly sexual objects—and the deleterious effects
this has on both women and men, society, and culture at large. Beginning in childhood, the book
provides a critical framework to understand one form of masculinity referred to as bro culture, and
how it is reproduced and reinforced through popular culture, social institutions, and patriarchal
forms of religion and politics. Weaving together current research with illuminating historical and
contemporary examples, Thomas Keith unpacks the attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors that constitute
this subculture and reveals the ways in which traditional and outdated codes of manhood, power,
and gender relations have evolved into problematic forms of sexism, misogyny, and abuse. For as
much as popular culture is revealed to be a contributing factor in the passage of bro codes, the book
also includes examples of cultural forces that are challenging and seeking to overthrow the core
tenets in powerful and lasting ways. Timely and thought-provoking, The Bro Code addresses the
implications of an enduring social problem and moves us to reflect on ways to empower men away
from this toxic form of masculinity.

politics in office quotes: Quips and Jokes: A Collection of Humorous Quotations Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-05-09 In a world often weighed down by seriousness, Quips and Jokes: A Collection of
Humorous Quotations emerges as a refreshing antidote, a literary oasis of laughter and
lightheartedness. This treasure trove of wit and humor gathers nearly 5,000 quotations from a
diverse cast of humorists, satirists, and pundits, spanning centuries, cultures, and genres. Within
these pages, you'll find a kaleidoscope of humor, from the sharp wit of Oscar Wilde to the slapstick
antics of Charlie Chaplin, from the satirical observations of Mark Twain to the self-deprecating
humor of Woody Allen. These quotations capture the essence of what makes us laugh, reflecting our
follies, eccentricities, and the absurdities of everyday life with a touch of gentle mockery. Quips and
Jokes is more than just a collection of funny quotes; it's an invitation to embrace the lighter side of
life, to find humor in the mundane, and to appreciate the absurdity of our human existence. It's a
celebration of laughter, a reminder that even in the darkest of times, humor can be a beacon of
hope, a soothing balm for the soul. As you journey through these pages, you'll encounter an eclectic
mix of topics, from love and marriage to politics and current events, from the workplace to the
home, from the profound to the downright silly. Each quotation is a gem, a spark of brilliance that
illuminates the human condition with wit, irony, and laughter. Whether you're looking for a quick
chuckle or a deep belly laugh, Quips and Jokes has something for everyone. It's the perfect
companion for those moments when you need a pick-me-up, a reminder that life is too short to take
ourselves too seriously. So, dear reader, prepare yourself for a literary adventure filled with
laughter, surprises, and insights. Let Quips and Jokes be your guide as you navigate the complexities
of life with a smile on your face and a twinkle in your eye. Dive into these pages and discover the
transformative power of humor, the ability to turn frowns upside down and spread joy wherever you
go. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

politics in office quotes: History of the Office of the Secretary of Defense Alfred Goldberg,
1984

politics in office quotes: History of the Office of the Secretary of Defense , 1984

politics in office quotes: History of the Office of the Secretary of Defense: McNamara,
Clifford, and the burdens of Vietnam, 1965-1969 , 2011

politics in office quotes: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art ,




1856

politics in office quotes: Understanding Celebrity Graeme Turner, 2004-06-05 The first
comprehensive survey of celebrity in the contemporary media.

politics in office quotes: Quote Me the Book of All New Quotes Joseph Julius Bonkowski,
Jr., 2009-07 Born 8-30-58 in Cleveland Ohio, graduated from Lincoln-West high school in 1977
(Honor Roll), and was on the chess and track team, and started working for the city of Cleveland
water dept. in 1977 and retired in 2007. I write short stories, slogans, saying, philosophy, songs, and
comedy, restore paintings and comic books, and I can invent almost anything technical. I jog and it
seems like I don't age; do to mixing a Fountain of youth type concoction when I was 20 years old. My
parents are Joseph and Dorothy Bonkowski. I wrote The secrets of mind reading revealed (Howell
Press), and Casablanca 2 (Unpublished), the Theory of Relativity 2, which expands on Einstein's
Theory of Relativity (Only 200 copies printed.) My future plans are to keep on writing, and start a
career in comedy. I still have thousands of unpublished quotes and saying, and if this book sells well
I will write a second book lord willing.

politics in office quotes: The Foreign Office Mind T. G. Otte, 2013-08-22 With this pioneering
approach to the study of international history, T. G. Otte reconstructs the underlying principles, élite
perceptions and '‘unspoken assumptions' that shaped British foreign policy between the death of
Palmerston and the outbreak of the First World War. Grounded in a wide range of public and private
archival sources, and drawing on sociological insights, The Foreign Office Mind presents a
comprehensive analysis of the foreign service as a 'knowledge-based organization', rooted in the
social and educational background of the diplomatic élite and the broader political, social and
cultural fabric of Victorian and Edwardian Britain. The book charts how the collective mindset of
successive generations of professional diplomats evolved, and reacted to and shaped changes in
international relations during the second half of the nineteenth century, including the balance of
power and arms races, the origins of appeasement and the causes of the First World War.

politics in office quotes: Undelivered Philip F. Rubio, 2020-03-25 For eight days in March
1970, over 200,000 postal workers staged an illegal “wildcat” strike — the largest in United States
history — for better wages and working conditions. Picket lines started in New York and spread
across the country like wildfire. Strikers defied court injunctions, threats of termination, and their
own union leaders. In the negotiated aftermath, the U.S. Post Office became the U.S. Postal Service,
and postal workers received full collective bargaining rights and wage increases, all the while
continuing to fight for greater democracy within their unions. Using archives, periodicals, and oral
histories, Philip Rubio shows how this strike, born of frustration and rising expectations and
emerging as part of a larger 1960s-1970s global rank-and-file labor upsurge, transformed the post
office and postal unions. It also led to fifty years of clashes between postal unions and management
over wages, speedup, privatization, automation, and service. Rubio revives the 1970 strike story and
connects it to today’s postal financial crisis that threatens the future of a vital 245-year-old public
communications institution and its labor unions.

politics in office quotes: FDR and the News Media Betty Houchin Winfield, 1994 Power was at
the heart of FDR's relationship with the media: the power of the nation's chief executive to control
his public messages versus the power of the free press to act as an independent watchdog over the
president and the government. This compelling study points to Roosevelt's consummate news
management as a key to his political artistry and leadership legacy.

politics in office quotes: Running from Office Jennifer L. Lawless, Richard L. Fox,
2015-04-08 The past two decades of politics in Washington have seen increased partisanship,
prolonged stalemates, and numerous scandals. For today's teenagers and young adults, years of
ineffective and inefficient political leadership have completely eroded any sense that politicians or
government have the ability to do good or effect positive change. Worse, the mean-spirited,
dysfunctional political system that has come to characterize American politics has turned young
people off to the idea of running for office. With more than 500,000 elected positions in the United
States, what will happen when this generation is expected to take the reins of political power?



Through an original, national survey of more than 4,000 high school and college students, as well as
more than 100 in-depth interviews, Jennifer L. Lawless and Richard L. Fox find that young
Americans feel completely alienated from contemporary politics and express little ambition or
aspiration to run for office in the future. The overwhelming majority see nothing particularly noble
about those currently in office, viewing most as dishonest, self-interested, and disinterested in
helping their constituents. These young people want to improve their communities and enact change
in the world; but they don't think politics is the way to achieve these goals. In fact, they look
disdainfully upon the prospects of growing up to be a mayor, governor, senator, or even president of
the United States. Running from Office explores young people's opinions about contemporary
politics and their political ambition (or lack of it). The book paints a political profile of the next
generation that should sound alarm bells about the long-term, deeply embedded damage
contemporary politics has wrought on U.S. democracy and its youngest citizens. As disheartening as
their conclusions sound, Lawless and Fox end with practical suggestions for how new technologies,
national service programs, and well-strategized public service campaigns could generate political
ambition in young people. Today's high school and college students care deeply about improving the
future, and it's not too late to ensure that they view running for office as an effective way to do so.
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