political science temple university

political science temple university represents a distinguished academic discipline within Temple
University, offering students a comprehensive understanding of governmental systems, political
behavior, and public policy. This program is designed to equip students with critical thinking skills,
analytical tools, and theoretical knowledge essential for careers in law, public administration,
international relations, and academia. Temple University's Department of Political Science
emphasizes a blend of empirical research, theoretical frameworks, and practical application.
Students benefit from a diverse curriculum, experienced faculty, and numerous research
opportunities that foster intellectual growth and professional development. This article explores the
political science program at Temple University in detail, including its academic offerings, faculty
expertise, research initiatives, career prospects, and student resources. The following sections
provide an in-depth overview to guide prospective students and academic professionals interested in
political science at Temple University.

e Academic Programs in Political Science
e Faculty and Research Expertise
e Research Opportunities and Centers

e Career Prospects and Alumni Success

¢ Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

Academic Programs in Political Science

Temple University’s political science department offers a range of academic programs tailored to

undergraduate and graduate students. These programs provide a solid foundation in political theory,
comparative politics, international relations, and public policy analysis. The curriculum is structured
to develop students' abilities to critically analyze political phenomena and engage in research-based

inquiry.

Undergraduate Degree Options

The Bachelor of Arts in Political Science at Temple University covers core areas such as American
politics, political theory, comparative politics, and international relations. Students can choose from
various tracks or concentrations that align with their career goals, including:

e American Politics and Public Policy
e Comparative Politics and Global Studies

¢ International Relations and Security Studies



e Political Theory and Philosophy

These tracks enable students to specialize in specific areas while maintaining a broad understanding
of political science principles.

Graduate Programs

Temple University offers master’s and doctoral programs in political science, designed for advanced
study and research. The Master of Arts in Political Science provides rigorous training in research
methods and theory, preparing students for doctoral studies or professional careers. The Ph.D.
program emphasizes original research contributions and scholarly excellence, with faculty
mentorship to guide dissertation development.

Faculty and Research Expertise

The political science faculty at Temple University comprises distinguished scholars with expertise
across various subfields. Their research interests span domestic politics, international relations,
political theory, public policy, and quantitative methods. Faculty members actively publish in leading
academic journals and contribute to public discourse through policy analysis and expert
commentary.

Notable Faculty Areas

The department prioritizes interdisciplinary approaches and practical relevance. Some key faculty
research areas include:

e Electoral systems and political behavior

e Comparative authoritarianism and democratization
e International security and conflict resolution

e Public policy evaluation and governance

e Race, ethnicity, and identity politics

This diversity of expertise enriches the academic environment and provides students with exposure
to multiple perspectives.

Faculty Achievements and Publications

Faculty members at Temple University have received prestigious awards and grants, underscoring
the department’s commitment to research excellence. Their publications in top-tier journals and
books contribute to shaping contemporary political science debates. Additionally, many faculty serve



as editors, peer reviewers, and consultants for governmental and non-governmental organizations.

Research Opportunities and Centers

Research is a cornerstone of the political science program at Temple University, offering students
and faculty numerous opportunities to engage in cutting-edge projects. The department supports
empirical studies, theoretical research, and policy analysis through dedicated centers and
collaborative initiatives.

Research Centers and Institutes

Temple University hosts specialized centers that facilitate interdisciplinary research relevant to
political science, including:

e The Center for Public Policy and American Institutions
e The Institute for International Law and Politics
e The Urban Studies and Political Economy Research Group

e The Center for Asian Studies with Political Science collaborations

These centers provide platforms for conferences, workshops, and publication opportunities,
promoting interaction between scholars and practitioners.

Student Involvement in Research

Students in political science at Temple are encouraged to participate in research projects through
assistantships, independent studies, and thesis work. Undergraduate honors students often engage
in original research under faculty supervision, while graduate students contribute to funded
research grants. This hands-on experience enhances methodological skills and prepares students for
future academic or professional roles.

Career Prospects and Alumni Success

Graduates of political science programs at Temple University are well-positioned for diverse career
paths in government, law, international organizations, non-profits, and private sectors. The
department emphasizes the development of analytical, communication, and leadership skills sought
after in many fields.

Career Pathways

Popular career options for political science graduates include:



e Public policy analyst

e Legislative assistant or political consultant

¢ International affairs specialist

¢ Legal professional or law school candidate

e Non-governmental organization (NGO) coordinator

e Political campaign manager

Temple’s strong connections with local government agencies and organizations in Philadelphia
provide valuable internship and employment opportunities.

Alumni Network and Success Stories

Temple University’s political science alumni have achieved notable success in academia, public
service, and private industry. The department maintains an active alumni network that supports
current students through mentoring, networking events, and career advice. Many graduates hold
influential positions in government institutions, international bodies, and research organizations,
reflecting the program’s effectiveness in preparing students for impactful careers.

Student Resources and Extracurricular Activities

Temple University offers a variety of resources and activities to enhance the educational experience
of political science students. These resources support academic achievement, professional
development, and community engagement.

Advising and Career Services

The political science department provides personalized academic advising to help students navigate
course selection, degree requirements, and graduate school preparation. Career services offer
resume workshops, interview preparation, and job placement assistance tailored to political science
majors.

Clubs and Organizations

Students interested in political science can participate in multiple extracurricular groups that
complement their academic interests. These include:

e Political Science Student Association

e Model United Nations Club



¢ Debate Team and Public Speaking Groups

e Internship Programs with Local Government Agencies

Engagement in these organizations fosters leadership skills, networking opportunities, and practical
experience in political processes.

Frequently Asked Questions

What undergraduate political science programs are offered at
Temple University?

Temple University offers a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science that covers American politics,
international relations, comparative politics, and political theory.

Does Temple University offer graduate degrees in political
science?

Yes, Temple University offers graduate programs including a Master's degree in Political Science
with various specializations, as well as a Ph.D. program focusing on advanced research in political
science.

What research centers related to political science are
available at Temple University?

Temple University hosts several research centers such as the Institute for Public Affairs and the
Center for the Study of Race and Democracy, which support political science research and public
policy analysis.

Are there opportunities for political science students at
Temple University to engage in internships?

Yes, Temple University's political science department facilitates internships with local government
agencies, non-profits, and political organizations to provide practical experience.

Who are some notable political science faculty members at
Temple University?

Notable faculty include experts in American politics, international relations, and political theory,
such as Professor James Druckman and Professor Amy Fried, who contribute to both teaching and
research.



What career paths do Temple University political science
graduates typically pursue?

Graduates often pursue careers in government, law, public policy, international organizations, non-
profits, and academia, leveraging their analytical and research skills acquired during their studies.

Additional Resources

1. American Government and Politics Today

This comprehensive textbook provides an in-depth overview of the American political system,
exploring the structure and functions of government institutions, political behavior, and public
policy. It is widely used in political science courses, including those at Temple University, to
introduce students to the fundamentals of U.S. politics. The book emphasizes contemporary issues
and encourages critical thinking about democratic processes.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices

Focusing on the comparative method, this book analyzes different political systems around the
world, highlighting the diversity of governance and political culture. It is ideal for students
interested in understanding how political institutions operate in various countries. The text includes
case studies and theoretical frameworks that foster a global perspective on political science.

3. Political Science Research Methods

This essential guide covers qualitative and quantitative research techniques used in political science.
It equips students with the tools necessary to design studies, collect data, and analyze political
phenomena rigorously. Temple University courses often utilize this book to strengthen students’
methodological skills and empirical inquiry.

4. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives

Examining the policy-making process, this book delves into how policies are formulated,
implemented, and evaluated within political contexts. It provides students with analytical
frameworks to assess policy decisions critically. The text is relevant for those studying political
science with an emphasis on governance and public administration.

5. Introduction to International Relations: Theories and Approaches

This book introduces students to the major theories and approaches that shape the study of
international relations. Topics include realism, liberalism, constructivism, and global issues such as
security and diplomacy. It offers a solid foundation for understanding the complexities of global
politics, a key area in political science programs at Temple University.

6. The Politics of Race and Ethnicity in the United States

Addressing the intersection of race, ethnicity, and politics, this book explores how identity influences
political behavior and policy outcomes. It provides historical context and contemporary analysis
relevant to the diverse population of the United States. The text is valuable for students interested in
social justice and political representation.

7. Urban Politics and Policy

This book focuses on the political dynamics within urban environments, including governance
challenges, policy issues, and community activism. It is particularly pertinent to students at Temple
University given Philadelphia’s urban setting. The text encourages critical examination of how cities



manage resources and address social inequalities.

8. Political Philosophy: An Introduction

Offering a survey of key political thinkers and ideas, this book helps students explore fundamental
questions about justice, authority, and liberty. It connects classical theories to modern political
debates, fostering philosophical reflection alongside empirical study. This resource supports a well-
rounded political science education.

9. Media and Politics in the Digital Age

This book investigates the evolving relationship between media technologies and political
communication. It covers topics such as social media influence, misinformation, and the role of
journalism in democracy. Given the importance of media in contemporary politics, this text is
increasingly relevant for political science students at Temple University.
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political science temple university: The American Political Science Review Westel Woodbury
Willoughby, John Archibald Fairlie, Frederic Austin Ogg, 1925 American Political Science Review
(APSR) is the longest running publication of the American Political Science Association (APSA). It
features research from all fields of political science and contains an extensive book review section of
the discipline.

political science temple university: The ~AOxford Companion to Politics of the World Joel
Krieger, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication of the first edition of
The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War world, globalization
now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater international harmony,
but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor regions and intensify
environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire wars, epidemics, and
chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and democracy associated
with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and communications.
Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the changing world with a
reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles on the people,
concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition includes
biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on events such as
the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade developments
such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in the Second
Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised. This edition also features a
substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential figures.
Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned these
essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations. The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
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political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.
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political science temple university: Annual Report United States. Advisory Commission on
Intergovernmental Relations, 1969

political science temple university: DIRECTORY OF CORPORATE COUNSEL., 2023

political science temple university: Pacific Affairs , 1964 Includes book reviews and
bibliographies.

political science temple university: LGBTQ Politics Marla Brettschneider, Susan Burgess,
Christine Keating, 2017-09-19 A definitive collection of original essays on queer politics in the U.S.
and around the world. From Harvey Milk to Barney Frank to ACT UP to Proposition 8, in the last few
decades, no political change has been more significant than the civil rights advancements of LGBTQ
citizens. LGBTQ Politics is the first authoritative reader to approach the complexity of queer politics
from a political science perspective, bringing together original contributions from leading scholars
in the field on key issues of LBGTQ politics. These original essays cover a wide range of essential
topics, including marriage equality, transgender discrimination, gay and lesbian political candidates,
LGBTQ human rights advocacy, HIV prevention, and LGBTQ movements of the Global South. The
volume also includes a number of critical essays that reflect upon the state of political science as a
discipline that has struggled to address queer politics. Contributors draw from a variety of subfields
in political science, including comparative politics, political theory, American politics, public law,
and international relations. Essays that focus on mainstream institutional politics appear alongside
contributions grounded in grassroots movements and critical theory. While some essays express
concerns that the democratic basis of the LGBTQ movement has been undermined, others celebrate
the movement’s successes and offer visions for the future, A comprehensive, thought-provoking, and
authoritative collection, LGBTQ Politics: A Critical Reader is required reading for anyone looking to
learn about the politics of sexuality.
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Boxhill, 2007

political science temple university: The Oxford Companion to American Politics David
Coates, 2012-07-12 Provides students and scholars with a valuable reference source in the field of
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society that they govern.
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