POLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA

POLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA IS A DYNAMIC AND MULTIFACETED SUBJECT THAT REFLECTS THE STATE'S RICH HISTORICAL
LEGACY, EVOLVING DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS, AND CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL LANDSCAPE. AS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL THIRTEEN
COLONIES, NorRTH CAROLINA HAS PLAYED A CRITICAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AMERICAN POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AND
CONTINUES TO INFLUENCE NATIONAL POLITICS. THE STATE'S GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE, ELECTORAL PATTERNS, PARTY
DYNAMICS, AND KEY POLITICAL ISSUES CONTRIBUTE TO A COMPLEX POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A
COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE POLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA, COVERING ITS GOVERNMENTAL FRAMEWORK, POLITICAL
PARTIES, ELECTION TRENDS, POLICY PRIORITIES, AND NOTABLE POLITICAL FIGURES. UNDERSTANDING THESE ASPECTS OFFERS
VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO HOW NORTH CAROLINA SHAPES AND RESPONDS TO BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL POLITICAL CHALLENGES.
THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL EXPLORE THESE TOPICS IN DETAIL.

o GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE OF NORTH CAROLINA

PoLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTORAL TRENDS

Key PoLiTicaL Issues IN NorRTH CAROLINA

® |NFLUENTIAL PoLITICAL FIGURES AND LEADERSHIP

RecenT PoLiTicAL DEVELOPMENTS AND FUTURE QUTLOOK

GOVERNMENT STRUCTURE OF NORTH CAROLINA

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORTH CAROLINA OPERATES UNDER A CONSTITUTION THAT ESTABLISHES A TRIPARTITE SYSTEM
CONSISTING OF THE EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES. THIS FRAMEWORK ENSURES A SEPARATION OF POWERS
AND CHECKS AND BALANCES AMONG THE BRANCHES, WHICH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO THE POLITICS OF NorTH CAROLINA.

ExecuTive BRANCH

THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH IS HEADED BY THE GOVERNOR, WHO SERVES AS THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE STATE. THE
GOVERNOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE ENFORCING STATE LAWS, OVERSEEING THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, AND PROPOSING
THE STATE BUDGET. NORTH CAROLINA ALSO ELECTS A LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR/ ATTORNEY GENERAL/ SECRETARY OF STATE,
AND OTHER KEY OFFICIALS WHO COLLECTIVELY MANAGE VARIOUS STATE FUNCTIONS.

LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

THE NoRTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY IS A BICAMERAL BODY COMPOSED OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES. THE LEGISLATURE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR CREATING STATE LAWS, APPROPRIATING FUNDS, AND PROVIDING
OVERSIGHT OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. MEMBERS OF BOTH CHAMBERS ARE ELECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF NORTH CAROLINA, WITH
LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS BEING PERIODICALLY REDRAWN BASED ON CENSUS DATA.

JubiciAL BRANCH

THE JUDICIAL BRANCH INTERPRETS STATE LAWS AND ADMINISTERS JUSTICE THROUGH A SYSTEM OF COURTS, INCLUDING THE
NorTH CAROLINA SUPREME COURT, COURT OF APPEALS, AND NUMEROUS TRIAL COURTS.JUDGES ARE ELECTED OR APPOINTED
ACCORDING TO SPECIFIC RULES, AND THE JUDICIARY PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE POLITICS OF NorTH CAROLINA BY
RULING ON THE CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LAWS AND EXECUTIVE ACTIONS.



PoLITICAL PARTIES AND ELECTORAL TRENDS

THe PoLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA IS CHARACTERIZED BY A COMPETITIVE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM DOMINATED BY THE
DEMOCRATIC AND REPUBLICAN PARTIES. OVER RECENT DECADES, THE STATE HAS TRANSITIONED FROM A HISTORICALLY
DEMOCRATIC STRONGHOLD TO A MORE POLITICALLY BALANCED BATTLEGROUND.

DoOMINANT PoLITICAL PARTIES

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY HAS GAINED SIGNIFICANT GROUND IN NORTH CAROLINA, ESPECIALLY IN STATEWIDE ELECTIONS AND
LEGISLATIVE CONTROL. CONVERSELY/ THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY MAINTAINS STRONG SUPPORT IN URBAN CENTERS AND AMONG
MINORITY COMMUNITIES. BOTH PARTIES ACTIVELY ENGAGE IN VOTER OUTREACH, POLICY ADVOCACY, AND CANDIDATE
RECRUITMENT TO EXPAND THEIR INFLUENCE.

VOTING PATTERNS AND DEMOGRAPHICS

NorTH CAROLINA’S ELECTORATE IS DIVERSE, WITH VARIATIONS IN POLITICAL PREFERENCES INFLUENCED BY GEOGRAPHY, RACE,
AGE, AND EDUCATION. URBAN AREAS SUCH AS CHARLOTTE AND RALEIGH TEND TO LEAN DEMOCRATIC, WHILE RURAL REGIONS
OFTEN FAVOR REPUBLICANS. THE GROWING SUBURBAN POPULATION AND INCREASING MINORITY VOTER TURNOUT HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO FLUCTUATING ELECTORAL OUTCOMES.

RecenT ELecTiOoN OUTCOMES

RECENT ELECTIONS HAVE UNDERSCORED NORTH CAROLINA’S STATUS AS A SWING STATE. CLOSE GUBERNATORIAL CONTESTS,
COMPETITIVE SENATE RACES, AND TIGHTLY CONTESTED PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULTS DEMONSTRATE THE STATE'S PIVOTAL
ROLE IN NATIONAL POLITICS. VOTER TURNOUT AND CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES CONTINUE TO BE DECISIVE FACTORS IN THESE
CLOSELY FOUGHT RACES.

Key PoLITICAL ISSUES IN NORTH CAROLINA

THE PoLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA IS SHAPED BY A VARIETY OF PRESSING ISSUES THAT RESONATE WITH ITS RESIDENTS AND
INFLUENCE POLICY DECISIONS. THESE ISSUES REFLECT BOTH LOCAL PRIORITIES AND BROADER NATIONAL CONCERNS.

Economic DEVELOPMENT AND JOBS

Economic GROWTH, JOB CREATION, AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT REMAIN CENTRAL TO NorTH CAROLINA’S POLITICAL
AGENDA. POLICYMAKERS FOCUS ON ATTRACTING BUSINESSES, SUPPORTING MANUFACTURING, AND FOSTERING INNOVATION
SECTORS SUCH AS TECHNOLOGY AND BIOTECHNOLOGY.

EbucATION PoLicy

EDUCATION IS A CRITICAL AREA OF POLITICAL DEBATE, ENCOMPASSING K-12 FUNDING, HIGHER EDUCATION AFFORDABILITY, AND
EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. THE STATE'S PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM AND UNIVERSITIES ARE SUBJECT TO ONGOING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT
RESOURCE ALLOCATION AND ACADEMIC STANDARDS.

HeALTHCARE ACCESS

HEALTHCARE POLICY, INCLUDING MEDICAID EXPANSION AND RURAL HEALTHCARE ACCESS, PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE
POLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA. EFFORTS TO ADDRESS DISPARITIES IN HEALTH SERVICES AND MANAGE COSTS ARE FREQUENTLY



DEBATED AMONG LAWMAKERS AND STAKEHOLDERS.

VOTING RIGHTS AND ELECTION LAWS

VOTING REGULATIONS, VOTER ID LAWS, AND REDISTRICTING HAVE BEEN CONTENTIOUS ISSUES IN NorTH CAROLINA POLITICS.
THESE TOPICS AFFECT ELECTORAL FAIRNESS AND REPRESENTATION, PROMPTING LEGAL CHALLENGES AND LEGISLATIVE REFORMS.

INFLUENTIAL PoLITICAL FIGURES AND LEADERSHIP

THe PoLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA HAS BEEN SHAPED BY NUMEROUS NOTABLE POLITICAL LEADERS WHO HAVE LEFT A LASTING
IMPACT ON THE STATE AND BEYOND. THEIR LEADERSHIP STYLES AND POLICY PRIORITIES HAVE INFLUENCED POLITICAL DISCOURSE
AND GOVERNANCE.

GoVERNORS OF NORTH CAROLINA

GOVERNORS SUCH ASJIM HUNT, PAT MCCRORY, AND Roy COOPER HAVE PLAYED SIGNIFICANT ROLES IN SHAPING STATE POLICY
AND POLITICAL ALIGNMENT. EACH ADMINISTRATION CONTRIBUTED DISTINCT APPROACHES TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT,
EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL ISSUES.

U.S. SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES

NorTH CAROLINA’S DELEGATION IN THE U.S. CONGRESS INCLUDES INFLUENTIAL SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES WHO
ADVOCATE FOR THE STATE’S INTERESTS AT THE FEDERAL LEVEL. THEIR LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY REFLECTS THE PRIORITIES AND
POLITICAL LEANINGS OF THEIR CONSTITUENCIES.

LocAL LEADERSHIP

MAYORS, COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, AND OTHER LOCAL OFFICIALS CONTRIBUTE TO THE POLITICS OF NorTH CAROLINA BY
ADDRESSING COMMUNITY-SPECIFIC CONCERNS AND IMPLEMENTING POLICIES THAT AFFECT DAILY LIFE. LOCAL GOVERNANCE OFTEN
SERVES AS A TRAINING GROUND FOR FUTURE STATE AND NATIONAL LEADERS.

ReceNT PoLiTicAL DEVELOPMENTS AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

THe PoLITICS OF NORTH CAROLINA CONTINUES TO EVOLVE AMID DEMOGRAPHIC SHIFTS, LEGAL BATTLES, AND CHANGING VOTER
ATTITUDES. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS HIGHLIGHT THE STATE'S ROLE AS A BELLWETHER IN AMERICAN POLITICS.

ReDISTRICTING AND LEGAL CHALLENGES

NorRTH CAROLINA HAS EXPERIENCED MULTIPLE LEGAL DISPUTES OVER CONGRESSIONAL AND LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT MAPS. COURT
RULINGS HAVE IMPACTED THE BALANCE OF POLITICAL POWER AND UNDERSCORE THE ONGOING STRUGGLES SURROUNDING
GERRYMANDERING AND ELECTORAL FAIRNESS.

EMERGING PoLITICAL TRENDS

TRENDS SUCH AS INCREASED POLITICAL ENGAGEMENT AMONG YOUNGER VOTERS, THE RISE OF INDEPENDENT AND THIRD-PARTY
MOVEMENTS, AND SHIFTING PARTY COALITIONS SUGGEST A CHANGING POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. THESE DEVELOPMENTS MAY



INFLUENCE FUTURE ELECTIONS AND POLICY DEBATES.

IMPACT ON NATIONAL PoLITICS

GIVEN ITS COMPETITIVE NATURE AND SIZABLE POPULATION, NorRTH CAROLINA PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS AND NATIONAL POLICYMAKING. THE STATE'S POLITICAL TRAJECTORY OFTEN SERVES AS AN INDICATOR OF BROADER
ELECTORAL AND IDEOLOGICAL SHIFTS IN THE UNITED STATES.

® SEPARATION OF POWERS AMONG EXECUTIVE, LEGISLATIVE, AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES
® BIPARTISAN COMPETITION BETWEEN DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS

o KEY ISSUES INCLUDING ECONOMY, EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, AND VOTING RIGHTS

® |[NFLUENTIAL POLITICAL LEADERS AT STATE AND FEDERAL LEVELS

¢ ONGOING LEGAL AND ELECTORAL DEVELOPMENTS SHAPING FUTURE POLITICS

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HAT IS THE CURRENT POLITICAL PARTY CONTROL IN NORTH CAROLINA?

As oF 2024, THe REPUBLICAN PARTY CONTROLS THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY, HOLDING MAJORITIES IN BOTH
THE STATE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WHILE THE GOVERNOR IS A DEMOCRAT.

\W/HO IS THE CURRENT GOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA?

THE CURRENT GOVERNOR OF NORTH CAROLINA IS Roy COOPER, A MEMBER OF THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY, SERVING SINCE
January 2017.

How poes NORTH CAROLINA TYPICALLY VOTE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS?

NorTH CAROLINA IS CONSIDERED A BATTLEGROUND STATE, OFTEN SWINGING BETWEEN REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC
CANDIDATES, BUT IT HAS LEANED SLIGHTLY REPUBLICAN IN RECENT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

\WHAT ARE SOME KEY POLITICAL ISSUES IN NORTH CAROLINA?

Key poLITICAL 1SSUES IN NORTH CAROLINA INCLUDE EDUCATION FUNDING, HEALTHCARE ACCESS, VOTING RIGHTS, ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT, AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES.

How HAS REDISTRICTING AFFECTED NORTH CAROLINA POLITICS?

REDISTRICTING IN NORTH CAROLINA HAS BEEN HIGHLY CONTENTIOUS, WITH SEVERAL COURT CASES CHALLENGING
GERRYMANDERING PRACTICES THAT AFFECTED ELECTORAL COMPETITIVENESS AND REPRESENTATION.

\WHAT ROLE DOES NORTH CAROLINA PLAY IN NATIONAL POLITICS?

NorRTH CAROLINA PLAYS A SIGNIFICANT ROLE AS A SWING STATE IN NATIONAL ELECTIONS, WITH ITS SIZABLE ELECTORAL
VOTES AND DIVERSE POPULATION INFLUENCING PRESIDENTIAL AND CONGRESSIONAL OUTCOMES.



WHAT IS THE STRUCTURE OF NORTH CAROLINA’'S STATE GOVERNMENT?

NorTH CAROLINA'S STATE GOVERNMENT IS DIVIDED INTO THREE BRANCHES: THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH LED BY THE GOVERNOR, THE
BICAMERAL LEGISLATURE COMPRISING THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND THE JUDICIAL BRANCH.

How HAVE VOTER ID LAWS IMPACTED NORTH CAROLINA ELECTIONS?

VOTER ID LAWS IN NORTH CAROLINA HAVE BEEN SUBJECT TO LEGAL CHALLENGES, WITH CRITICS ARGUING THEY
DISPROPORTIONATELY AFFECT MINORITY AND LOW-INCOME VOTERS, WHILE SUPPORTERS CLAIM THEY PREVENT VOTER FRAUD.

\WHAT IS THE POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF URBAN VS. RURAL AREAS IN NORTH
CAROLINA?

URBAN AREAS IN NORTH CAROLINA, LIKE CHARLOTTE AND RALEIGH, TEND TO LEAN DEMOCRATIC, WHILE RURAL AREAS ARE
GENERALLY MORE CONSERVATIVE AND SUPPORT REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES, CREATING A DIVERSE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. TAr HeeL PoLiTics: THE HisTory oF NorTH CAROLINA'S POLITICAL L ANDSCAPE

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF NORTH CAROLINA’S POLITICAL HISTORY FROM ITS COLONIAL ROOTS TO
THE MODERN DAY. |T EXPLORES THE EVOLUTION OF POLITICAL PARTIES, KEY ELECTIONS, AND INFLUENTIAL POLITICAL FIGURES
WHO HAVE SHAPED THE STATE'S GOVERNANCE. THE NARRATIVE ALSO HIGHLIGHTS HOW SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGES
INFLUENCED POLITICAL TRENDS IN NORTH CAROLINA.

2. THE SoUTHERN STRATEGY IN NORTH CAROLINA: RACE AND POLITICAL REALIGNMENT

FOCUSING ON THE PIVOTAL ROLE NORTH CAROLINA PLAYED IN THE SOUTHERN STRATEGY, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW RACIAL
ISSUES INFLUENCED POLITICAL REALIGNMENT IN THE STATE DURING THE LATE 20TH CENTURY. |T DELVES INTO THE STRATEGIES
USED BY POLITICAL PARTIES TO GAIN VOTER SUPPORT AND THE LASTING IMPACT ON THE STATE'S POLITICAL IDENTITY. THE
WORK PROVIDES A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF RACE RELATIONS AND ELECTORAL POLITICS.

3. GoVERNORS OF THE OLD NORTH STATE: LEADERSHIP AND LEGACY

THIS VOLUME PROFILES THE GOVERNORS OF NORTH CAROLINA, DETAILING THEIR ADMINISTRATIONS AND POLITICAL CHALLENGES.
FROM EARLY STATEHOOD TO CONTEMPORARY TIMES, IT ASSESSES HOW GUBERNATORIAL LEADERSHIP HAS DIRECTED POLICY AND
DEVELOPMENT. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN GOVERNORS AND THE STATE LEGISLATURE IN SHAPING
NorTH CAROLINA’S POLITICAL COURSE.

4. NorTH CAROLINA AND THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT: PoLiTics oF CHANGE

EXAMINING NORTH CAROLINA'S ROLE IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS POLITICAL RESPONSES TO
DEMANDS FOR RACIAL EQUALITY. |T DOCUMENTS KEY EVENTS, LEGISLATION, AND POLITICAL FIGURES INVOLVED IN THE STRUGGLE
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WITHIN THE STATE. THE NARRATIVE UNDERSCORES HOW THESE POLITICAL DYNAMICS INFLUENCED BROADER
SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION.

5. THe PoLiTicCAL EcoNnomy oF NORTH CAROLINA: INDUSTRY, AGRICUL TURE, AND POWER

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES THE INTERSECTION OF ECONOMIC FORCES AND POLITICAL POWER IN NORTH CAROLINA. IT ANALYZES
HOW INDUSTRIES SUCH AS TOBACCO, TEXTILES, AND TECHNOLOGY HAVE SHAPED POLITICAL AGENDAS AND POLICYMAKING. THE
AUTHOR CONNECTS ECONOMIC TRENDS WITH SHIFTS IN POLITICAL ALLIANCES AND VOTER BEHAVIOR.

6. CAMPAIGNS AND ELECTIONS IN NORTH CAROLINA: STRATEGIES AND OUTCOMES

OFFERING AN INSIDE LOOK AT POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS, THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE TACTICS AND STRATEGIES EMPLOYED IN NORTH
CAROLINA ELECTIONS. |T COVERS LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL RACES, HIGHLIGHTING NOTABLE CAMPAIGNS THAT HAVE
INFLUENCED THE STATE'S POLITICAL DIRECTION. THE WORK PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO VOTER DEMOGRAPHICS AND THE ROLE OF
MEDIA IN ELECTION OUTCOMES.

7. NorTH CAROLINA'S POLITICAL PARTIES: GROWTH, CONFLICT, AND CHANGE
THIS BOOK TRACES THE DEVELOPMENT OF POLITICAL PARTIES IN NORTH CAROLINA FROM THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY TO THE
PRESENT. |T EXAMINES PARTY IDEOLOGIES, INTERNAL CONFLICTS, AND REALIGNMENTS THAT HAVE SHAPED THE STATE'S



POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES HOW PARTY DYNAMICS REFLECT BROADER SOCIETAL CHANGES.

8. THE RoLE oF WomMen IN NorTH CAROLINA POLITICS

FOCUSING ON THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND CHALLENGES FACED BY WOMEN IN NORTH CAROLINA POLITICS, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS
PIONEERING FEMALE POLITICIANS AND ACTIVISTS. |T DISCUSSES THE GRADUAL INCREASE IN WOMEN'S POLITICAL REPRESENTATION
AND THE IMPACT OF GENDER ON POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. THE WORK ALSO EXPLORES ONGOING EFFORTS TOWARD GENDER
EQUALITY IN THE STATE'S POLITICAL SPHERE.

9. LocAL GOVERNMENT AND PoLiTICS IN NorTH CAROLINA: COMMUNITY POWER AND PoLICY

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN NORTH CAROLINA, EMPHASIZING THEIR ROLE
IN POLICY IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. |T DISCUSSES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS AND THE POLITICAL ISSUES UNIQUE TO MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES. THE AUTHOR PROVIDES CASE STUDIES
ILLUSTRATING LOCAL POLITICAL DYNAMICS AND CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT.
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politics of north carolina: North Carolina Government & Politics Jack D. Fleer, 1994-01-01
North Carolina has been a leader in the South and the nation since 1775, when it became First in
Freedom by calling for its independence from British rule. Throughout its history, the state has had
a reputation as a progressive force. This book offers both an assessment and an examination of the
realities of the state's leadership. Analyzing a wide range of political actors and organizations, which
includes the state legislature, the governor and executive branch, the judiciary, political parties,
interest groups, and the media, Fleer illuminates North Carolina's rich political history, its evolving
constitutional order, and its changing political culture. Although revealing a pattern of elitist
paternalism in the state's political history, the book illustrates a parallel pattern of popular
participation and control. Major forces of change are increasingly defining the state. These
transitional factors include a significant biracial electorate, a stratified society, a diverse electorate,
increasingly varied and mobilized political interest groups, a competitive political party system, and
a more representative political leadership. New challenges to the state's future development are its
aging population, the preparedness of its work force, the globalization of its economy, the
protec-tion of its natural resources, and the education of its children for the next century. Each new
political debate, policy choice, and election reminds North Carolinians of their fundamental
challenge: establishing a government by enlightened and effective popular consent. Jack D. Fleer is
a professor of political science at Wake Forest University and the author of North Carolina Politics:
An Introduction.

politics of north carolina: The New Politics of North Carolina Christopher A. Cooper, H.
Gibbs Knotts, 2012-09-01 Political scientist V. O. Key in 1949 described North Carolina as a
progressive plutocracy. He argued that in the areas of industrial development, public education, and
race relations, North Carolina appeared progressive when compared to other southern states.
Reconsidering Key's evaluation nearly sixty years later, contributors to this volume find North
Carolina losing ground as a progressive leader in the South. The new politics of the state involves a
combination of new and old: new opportunities and challenges have forced the state to change, but
the old culture still remains a powerful force. In the eleven essays collected here, leading scholars of
North Carolina politics offer a systematic analysis of North Carolina's politics and policy, placed in
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the context of its own history as well as the politics and policies of other states. Topics discussed
include the evolution of politics and political institutions; the roles of governors, the judicial branch,
interest groups, and party systems; and the part played by economic development and
environmental policy. Contributors also address how geography affects politics within the state,
region, and nation. Designed with students and interested citizens in mind, this collection provides
an excellent introduction to contemporary North Carolina politics and government. Contributors:
Hunter Bacot, Elon University Christopher A. Cooper, Western Carolina University Thomas F.
Eamon, East Carolina University Jack D. Fleer, Wake Forest University Dennis O. Grady,
Appalachian State University Ferrel Guillory, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Sean
Hildebrand, Western Carolina University Jonathan Kanipe, Town Manager, Catawba, North Carolina
H. Gibbs Knotts, Western Carolina University Adam J. Newmark, Appalachian State University
Charles Prysby, University of North Carolina at Greensboro Ruth Ann Strickland, Appalachian State
University James H. Svara, Arizona State University Timothy Vercellotti, Rutgers University

politics of north carolina: The New Politics of North Carolina Christopher Alan Cooper, H.
Gibbs Knotts, 2008 The seeds of modern North Carolina politics / Thomas F. Eamon -- How southern
is the old north state? : public opinion in North Carolina / Timothy Vercellotti -- The reshaping of the
political party system in North Carolina / Charles Prysby -- Interest groups and lobbying in North
Carolina : density, diversity, and regulation / Adam ]J. Newmark -- Mass media in North Carolina
politics : watchdog mutes its bark / Ferrel Guillory -- North Carolina governors : from campaigning
to governing / Jack D. Fleer -- The people's branch : reassessing the N.C. General Assembly /
Christopher A. Cooper -- North Carolina's judicial system : the forgotten branch of government /
Ruth Ann Strickland -- Conflict or cooperation? : local governments, intergovernmental relations,
and federalism in North Carolina / Sean Hildebrand and James H. Svara -- Environmental politics in
the tar heel state : an ambivalent legacy / Dennis O. Grady and Jonathan Kanipe -- Education in the
tar heel state : public elementary, secondary, and higher education in North Carolina / Hunter Bacot
-- Conclusion: Rethinking progressivism and governance in North Carolina / Christopher A. Cooper
and H. Gibbs Knotts

politics of north carolina: Party Politics in North Carolina, 1835-1860 Joseph Grégoire de
Roulhac Hamilton, 1916

politics of north carolina: Party Politics in North Carolina, 1835-1860 Joseph Grégoire de
Roulhac Hamilton, 1916

politics of north carolina: State Parties and National Politics Thomas E. Jeffrey, 2012-02-01 In
this study of political party development in North Carolina during the antebellum period, Thomas E.
Jeffrey accounts for the persistence of the second-party system in that state, emphasizing the
sectional conflict that divided eastern plantation and western small farming counties. Although
members of the Whig and Democratic parties disagreed strongly over national issues, the state
issues—public school funding, internal improvements, the creation of new counties—divided citizens
along sectional rather than party lines. Party leaders attempted to reconcile progressive western
interests and conservative eastern interests by accentuating cohesive national issues. Jeffrey reveals
factors that preserved the vitality of the secondparty system in North Carolina even as other states
became politically stagnant. This vitality would shape politics of the Old North State during the Civil
War, Reconstruction, and beyond. The upheaval of the Civil War vindicated the policies of the Whigs,
and although extinct outside of the state, this party would lead North Carolina into the age of the
New South.

politics of north carolina: The Negro and Fusion Politics in North Carolina, 1894-1901
Helen G. Edmonds, 2013-01-01 Edmonds gives a detailed and accurate record of the political
careers of prominent North Carolina blacks who held federal, state, county, and municipal offices.
This record shows that the ration of Afro-American voters was so low that black domination was
neither a reality nor a threat.

politics of north carolina: North Carolina Politics Jack D. Fleer, 2018-06-15 This descriptive
and analytic study provides a concise but comprehensive introduction to the structure and nature of



politics in North Carolina. The book examines several major subjects with a focus on the 1940-66
period, delineating intra- and inter-party competition during that crucial period of transition.
Originally published 1968. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the
latest in digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were
previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented
in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.

politics of north carolina: Race and Politics in North Carolina, 1872-1901 Eric Anderson,
1980-12-01 Eric Anderson studies one of the most remarkable centers of black political influence in
the late nineteenth century—North Carolina’s second congressional district. From its creation in
1872 as a result of gerrymandering to its collapse in the extremism of 1900, the “black second”
produced increasingly effective black leaders in public office, from postmasters to prosecuting
attorneys and congressmen. Race and Politics in North Carolina illuminates the complex effects
upon whites of the rise of black leadership, both within the Republican party and in the larger
community. Although many white Republicans found it difficult to accept an increasing role for
blacks, they worked in acceptable if awkward partnership with Negro Republicans. By 1900 strident
appeals for white solidarity had cracked the fragile biracial unit of the Republican second district.
With the emergence of such Democratic leaders as Furnifold Simmons, Josephus Daniels, Charles B.
Aycock, and Claude Kitchin—second district men all—a restrictive notion of the Negro’s place in
society had triumphed in North Carolina and the nation. Eric Anderson’s study examines regional
and national history. His record clarifies a confusing, uneven period of promise from the
emancipation to the disfranchisement of black Americans.

politics of north carolina: Party Politics in North Carolina 1835-1860 J. G. Hamilton,
1981-06-01

politics of north carolina: Making Race, Making Power Kent Redding, 2003-06-09 In this
groundbreaking study, Kent Redding examines the fluid political landscape of the nineteenth-century
South, revealing the complex interplay between the elite’s manipulation of political and racial
identity and the innovative mobilizing strategies marginalized groups adopted in order to combat
disfranchisement. Far from being a low-level, localized trend, the struggle for power in North
Carolina would be felt across the entire country as race-and class-based organizing challenged the
dominant models of making and holding power. Redding reveals how the ruling class operates with
motivations and methods very similar to those of the black voters and Populist farmers they fought
against. He tracks how the elites co-opted the innovative mobilizing strategies of the subaltern
groups to effectively use their own weapons against them. At the core of Making Race, Making
Power is an insightful dissection of the concrete connections between political strategies of
solidarity and exclusion and underlying patterns of race relations.

politics of north carolina: Anatomy of a Purple State Christopher A. Cooper, 2024-10-15 North
Carolina represents a perfect distillation of the promise and peril of modern American democracy:
hyperpartisanship, gerrymandering, dissatisfaction with the two-party system, the urban-rural
divide—these issues are all brought into sharp relief in the Tar Heel State. For that reason, North
Carolina politics and government are increasingly of interest not just to North Carolina citizens but
to journalists, political observers, and people across the country. Political scientist Christopher A.
Cooper, to whom the national media go when they need a quote about North Carolina politics, offers
a primer made for all people, no matter their political leanings. Readers will be introduced to
everything that has made North Carolina the most purple of purple states—from the state
constitution and the influence of think tanks to the growing racial diversity of the state and the
limitations on the governor's power. By explaining how we came to be in the political situation we
are in, Cooper shows us where we might go next. And, as many have said, As North Carolina goes,
so goes the nation.

politics of north carolina: The Making of a Southern Democracy Tom Eamon, 2014-01-01
The story of modern politics in North Carolina is very much one of American democracy, with all its
grand ambitions, limitations, and pitfalls. So argues Tom Eamon in his probing narrative of the



state's political path since the 1940s. He charts the state's political transformation into a modern
democratic society to show that this change was more than an evolution--it was a revolution, one
that largely came about through political means, driven by strong movements and individuals
working for change. By tracking the turbulence of politics throughout the period, from racial
tensions to student demonstrations to fierce rivalries in the higher education arena, Eamon explores
how conflict helped build a better society even as the state continued to lag in many areas. This rich
account opens to readers the unforgettable people and hard-fought elections that have shaped North
Carolina's competitive personality and have led to the state's emergence as a major player in
twenty-first-century American politics.

politics of north carolina: The New Politics of the Old South Charles S. Bullock III, Mark J.
Rozell, 2025-09-04 Now in its eight edition, The New Politics of the Old South is the best and most
comprehensive analysis and history of political behavior and shifting demographics in America's
southern states. Edited by leading scholars Charles S. Bullock III and Mark J. Rozell, this book has
been updated through the 2024 elections to provide the most accurate and useful snapshot of the
state of southern politics, and the ways in which they have developed over time. The southern
electorate is a fascinating, dynamic body politic, and the study of its evolution is paramount to
understanding the broader political developments occurring at a national level. While accessible to
any interested reader, this edition illuminates the South's essential and growing role in the study,
and the story, of American politics. This new edition addresses the most recent round of statewide
contests from the 2024 election-from gubernatorial, congressional, and state legislative races to the
presidential race, especially significant in Georgia and North Carolina. A major theme in this eighth
edition is the increasing population diversification, especially in the Growth States. Texas is now a
plurality Hispanic state. Georgia may well be a majority-minority state today. The growing
diversification in Georgia has recently become manifest within the General Assembly. In 2023 two
new caucuses were created, one for Hispanics and the other for Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders. The latter, with 11 members, is the largest of its kind in the nation. Even as Asians and
Hispanics begin to enter southern legislatures, a few of them are Republicans. Republicans have
also made some gains among Black voters and Black officeholders. These themes will also be
explored in states as appropriate.

politics of north carolina: Party Politics in North Carolina, 1835-1860 De Roulhac
Hamilton, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.

politics of north carolina: Party Politics in North Carolina, 1835-1860 Joseph Gregoire De
Roulhac Hamilton, 2015-12-14

politics of north carolina: State Rights and Political Parties in North Carolina--1776-1861
Henry McGilbert Wagstaff, 1906

politics of north carolina: Redistricting and Gerrymandering in North Carolina J. Michael
Bitzer, 2021-09-14 This book gives a historical and contemporary overview of the redistricting
process, using North Carolina for the different political, electoral, and legal issues and debates over
the practice of drawing legislative district boundaries. Redistricting has been characterized as “the
most political activity in America,” and North Carolina has often been at the heart of recent
controversies over this particular activity. In fact, the Tar Heel state was once described as “long
notorious for (its) outrageous reapportionment.” Through legislative construction to significant legal
challenges, the Tar Heel state has been a noted case study for the past thirty years. From the
contentious issues of redistricting principles to the matters of gerrymandering, based on race and




politics, North Carolina’s past three decades have seen major U.S. Supreme Court cases deal with
redistricting controversies. By exploring this state’s dealings with gerrymandering and redistricting,
readers will have a better sense of the dynamics facing the nation as it confronts the 2020 Census
and the subsequent redistricting efforts in 2021.

politics of north carolina: North Carolina William A. Link, 2018-01-16 Did You Know? This
book is available as a Wiley E-Text. The Wiley E-Text is a complete digital version of the text that
makes time spent studying more efficient. Course materials can be accessed on a desktop, laptop, or
mobile device—so that learning can take place anytime, anywhere. A more affordable alternative to
traditional print, the Wiley E-Text creates a flexible user experience: Access on-the-go Search across
content Highlight and take notes Save money! The Wiley E-Text can be purchased in the following
ways: Check with your bookstore for available e-textbook options Wiley E-Text: powered by
VitalSource ISBN: 978-1-118-83353-7 Directly from: www.wiley.com/wiley-blackwell

politics of north carolina: 'Poor Carolina' A. Roger Ekirch, 2017-02-15 Ekrich examines the
reasons for eighteenth-century North Carolina's political factionalism, social violence, and
governmental paralysis. Especially disruptive were the opening of new areas of settlement and the
influx of migrant groups with high material hopes, particularly since the colony's economy remained
underdeveloped during much of the century. Fresh analyses are drawn of Governor Burrington's
fiery administration, the Granville district turmoil of the 1760s, and Regular Riots. Originally
published in 1981. A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in
digital technology to make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were
previously out of print. These editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented
in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
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