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political science major map asu serves as a comprehensive guide for students seeking to navigate
the academic journey within Arizona State University’s political science program. This article provides
an in-depth overview of the political science curriculum, degree requirements, and the various
pathways available to maximize educational outcomes. Emphasizing the structure of the major map,
it highlights essential courses, electives, and opportunities for specialization. Additionally, this article
explores career prospects, internships, and resources that support student success. Understanding
the political science major map at ASU is crucial for strategic planning and timely graduation. Below is
a detailed table of contents to guide the exploration of this topic.
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Overview of the Political Science Major at ASU

The political science major at Arizona State University is designed to provide students with a
comprehensive understanding of political systems, public policies, and theoretical frameworks. The
program emphasizes critical thinking, research skills, and effective communication, preparing
students for diverse roles in government, nonprofit organizations, and the private sector. ASU’s
political science department offers a rich curriculum that combines foundational knowledge with
practical application. The major map serves as a strategic tool for students to visualize their academic
path, ensuring they meet all degree requirements and explore interdisciplinary connections. With a
focus on both domestic and international politics, the program offers a broad perspective suitable for
various career ambitions.

Degree Requirements and Curriculum Structure

The political science major map at ASU outlines the essential coursework and credit hour
requirements needed to earn a Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science degree in political science.
Students must complete a combination of core classes, electives, and general education credits. The
curriculum is structured to build a solid foundation in political theory, American government,
comparative politics, and international relations.



Core Coursework

Core courses typically include introductory political science, research methods, political theory, and
courses on American government institutions. These classes establish the baseline knowledge and
analytical skills necessary for advanced study.

Credit Hour Requirements

Students usually need to complete around 120 credit hours, with approximately 30-40 credit hours
dedicated specifically to political science courses. This includes both required courses and electives
within the discipline.

General Education and University Requirements

In addition to major-specific courses, students must fulfill general education requirements covering
writing, mathematics, social sciences, and humanities. These requirements complement the political
science curriculum by fostering well-rounded academic development.

Specialization Tracks and Electives

ASU’s political science major map offers various specialization tracks that allow students to tailor their
education to specific interests within the field. These tracks provide focused coursework in areas that
align with students’ career goals and intellectual curiosities.

Common Specializations

e American Politics and Policy

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Public Law and Judicial Politics

Political Economy

Elective Options

Electives enable students to deepen their expertise or broaden their knowledge base. Courses may
include topics such as environmental policy, human rights, campaign management, or global security.



The political science major map at ASU encourages students to select electives that align with their
academic interests and professional aspirations.

Academic Planning and Course Sequencing

Effective academic planning is critical to successfully navigating the political science major map at
ASU. The university provides recommended course sequences to help students progress through their
degree efficiently.

Freshman and Sophomore Years

During the first two years, students focus on completing general education requirements and
introductory political science courses. This foundational phase prepares students for more specialized
and advanced classes.

Junior and Senior Years

The upper-division years emphasize specialization courses, electives, and research projects. Students
often engage in seminars, capstone courses, or independent studies to apply their knowledge
practically.

Academic Advising

ASU offers academic advising services specifically for political science majors to assist in course
selection and career planning. Advisors help students interpret the major map and ensure timely
completion of degree requirements.

Internship and Experiential Learning Opportunities

The political science major map at ASU incorporates experiential learning components such as
internships, study abroad programs, and research opportunities. These experiences enhance practical
skills and professional readiness.

Internships

Internships provide hands-on experience in government agencies, nonprofits, political campaigns, and
think tanks. ASU’s Career and Professional Development offices connect students with relevant
internship opportunities that complement their academic studies.



Study Abroad Programs

Students can participate in international study programs that expose them to global political systems
and cross-cultural perspectives. These programs enrich understanding of comparative politics and
international relations.

Research and Capstone Projects

Advanced students may engage in research projects under faculty supervision, culminating in a
capstone paper or presentation. These initiatives develop analytical and writing skills essential for
graduate studies or professional careers.

Career Paths and Post-Graduation Opportunities

The political science major map at ASU is designed with an eye toward career readiness. Graduates of
the program pursue a wide range of professions in public service, law, international organizations, and
private sector roles.

Common Career Options

Policy Analyst

Legislative Assistant

Public Affairs Specialist

Political Consultant

Foreign Service Officer

Nonprofit Program Manager

Graduate Study Preparation

The program also prepares students for advanced degrees in law, public administration, international
relations, or political science. The major map identifies courses and experiences beneficial for
graduate school applications.

Resources and Support Services for Political Science



Majors

ASU provides a variety of resources to support political science students throughout their academic
journey. These services help optimize learning outcomes and career development.

Academic Support Centers

Students have access to tutoring, writing centers, and research assistance tailored to political science
coursework. These resources assist in mastering complex concepts and developing academic skills.

Career Services

The university’s career counseling, resume workshops, and job fairs connect political science majors
with employers and internship providers. Dedicated staff offer guidance on job search strategies and
professional networking.

Student Organizations

Political science students can join clubs and organizations such as model United Nations, debate
teams, and political clubs. Participation fosters leadership skills and community engagement relevant
to their field of study.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a major map for Political Science at ASU?

A major map for Political Science at ASU is a structured plan that outlines the recommended courses
and academic milestones for students pursuing a Political Science degree, helping them complete
their degree efficiently.

Where can | find the Political Science major map at ASU?

You can find the Political Science major map on the Arizona State University official website,
specifically on the School of Politics and Global Studies or the academic advising pages.

How does the Political Science major map at ASU help
students?

The major map helps students by providing a semester-by-semester guide of required and elective
courses, recommended course sequences, and important academic deadlines, ensuring timely
graduation.



Are there any prerequisites listed in the ASU Political Science
major map?

Yes, the major map includes prerequisites for upper-division Political Science courses, such as
introductory courses in political science, research methods, and sometimes statistics.

Can | customize my Political Science major map at ASU?

While the major map provides a general guideline, students can customize their course selections
with the help of an academic advisor to fit their interests and career goals.

Does the ASU Political Science major map include internship
opportunities?

Yes, the major map often highlights experiential learning opportunities like internships, study abroad
programs, and research projects relevant to Political Science students.

How many credits are required to complete the Political
Science major at ASU according to the major map?

Typically, the Political Science major at ASU requires around 40-45 credit hours in major coursework,
but students should refer to the latest major map for exact credit requirements.

Is the Political Science major map at ASU updated regularly?

Yes, ASU updates major maps regularly to reflect curriculum changes, new course offerings, and
updated graduation requirements to keep students on track.

Can the Political Science major map at ASU help with
graduate school preparation?

Yes, the major map can guide students in selecting courses that build foundational knowledge and
skills beneficial for graduate studies in Political Science or related fields.

Additional Resources

1. “The Logic of American Politics” by Samuel Kernell and Gary C. Jacobson

This book offers a comprehensive introduction to the principles and functioning of American political
institutions. It emphasizes the strategic behavior of political actors and the interplay of institutions
and public policy. Ideal for political science majors, it provides clear explanations and real-world
examples that clarify complex political processes.

2. “Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices” by Lowell Barrington

Barrington’s text explores the various political systems around the world, focusing on comparative
analysis. It highlights key concepts such as political culture, institutions, and policy-making in
different countries. This book is essential for students aiming to understand global political diversity



and comparative methodologies.

3. “International Relations” by Joshua S. Goldstein and Jon C. Pevehouse

An authoritative introduction to the theories and practices of international relations, this book
examines global political dynamics, including diplomacy, conflict, and cooperation. It integrates
contemporary examples with foundational theory, making it a valuable resource for political science
students interested in global affairs.

4. “Political Science: An Introduction” by Michael G. Roskin et al.

Roskin’s text provides a broad overview of political science, covering key concepts such as political
ideologies, institutions, and behavior. It serves as a foundational book for students new to the field,
offering accessible explanations and current case studies to illustrate political theories and systems.

5. “Understanding Political Science Research Methods” by Scott Desposato

This book introduces students to the essential research methods used in political science, including
gualitative and quantitative approaches. It emphasizes practical skills for designing studies, collecting
data, and analyzing political phenomena. A must-read for majors who want to excel in research and
data interpretation.

6. “The Federalist Papers” by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay

A classic collection of essays that lay the groundwork for the U.S. Constitution, this book is crucial for
understanding American political thought and constitutional design. It offers insight into the framers’
intentions and the principles of federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances.

7. “Policy Paradox: The Art of Political Decision Making” by Deborah Stone

Stone explores the complexities and contradictions inherent in public policy making. The book
challenges traditional rational models and highlights the role of values, symbols, and narratives in
shaping policy outcomes. It is particularly useful for students interested in policy analysis and political
decision processes.

8. “Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science” by W. Phillips Shively

Shively’s introductory text offers a clear explanation of political power, institutions, and behavior. It
integrates comparative politics, international relations, and American government to provide a holistic
view of the discipline. The book’s engaging style helps students grasp fundamental political concepts
and theories.

9. “The Craft of Political Research” by W. Phillips Shively

Focused on the methodology of political research, this book guides students through formulating
research questions, designing studies, and interpreting results. It balances theoretical discussion with
practical advice, making it an essential companion for political science majors conducting empirical
research.
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political science major map asu: The Political Science Toolbox Stephen E. Frantzich,
Howard R. Ernst, 2008-08-07 This book is designed to serve as a reliable research companion to
students of American government as they navigate their undergraduate programs. It is a
no-nonsense guide that assists students as they develop research questions, explore the literature,
make use of Web-base resources, analyze data, and present findings.
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