
politics in popular culture

politics in popular culture plays a significant role in shaping public
perception and discourse around political issues. From films and television
shows to music and literature, the intersection of politics and popular
culture offers a powerful medium for commentary, critique, and influence.
This article explores how politics is embedded in various facets of popular
culture, reflecting societal values, controversies, and ideological shifts.
Understanding this dynamic helps illuminate the ways in which entertainment
and media contribute to political awareness and engagement. The discussion
includes historical perspectives, examples from different media, and the
impact of political messages conveyed through popular culture. Readers will
gain insight into the symbiotic relationship between politics and the
cultural landscape that informs public opinion and political behavior. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of this multifaceted
topic.

Historical Context of Politics in Popular Culture

Politics in Film and Television

Music as a Political Platform

Literature and Political Expression

Social Media and Contemporary Political Discourse

Impact of Politics in Popular Culture on Society

Historical Context of Politics in Popular
Culture

The relationship between politics and popular culture has deep historical
roots, with political themes appearing in cultural works for centuries. From
classical theater to early literature, political messages were often embedded
to critique governance and social norms. In the 20th century, the rise of
mass media accelerated the integration of political content into popular
culture, allowing for broader dissemination and impact. Cultural products
have served as vehicles for propaganda, dissent, and social change,
reflecting the prevailing political climates of their times. Understanding
this historical context is essential to grasp how contemporary politics in
popular culture evolved and continues to influence public consciousness.

Early Examples of Political Themes

Political themes in literature and art have been evident since ancient times,
where playwrights like Aristophanes used satire to comment on Athenian
democracy. Similarly, political allegories have been present in fables,
poems, and novels throughout history, often serving as indirect critiques of
ruling powers. These early examples laid the groundwork for the use of
popular culture as a forum for political dialogue and activism.



20th Century Developments

The 20th century saw a dramatic expansion in the reach of popular culture
through cinema, radio, and television. Political propaganda during world wars
utilized film and radio broadcasts to shape public opinion. The civil rights
movement and other social upheavals of the era were reflected in music,
literature, and television, illustrating how popular culture became
intertwined with political activism and societal transformation.

Politics in Film and Television

Film and television have become dominant platforms for exploring and
disseminating political ideas within popular culture. Political narratives in
these media often mirror contemporary issues, providing commentary on
governance, policy, and social justice. Both fictional and documentary
formats engage audiences, raising awareness and sometimes influencing
political attitudes and behaviors. The visual and emotional impact of film
and television makes them particularly effective in conveying political
messages.

Political Narratives in Film

Films frequently tackle political themes such as war, corruption, civil
rights, and ideological conflicts. Examples range from historical dramas to
dystopian science fiction, each reflecting societal concerns and political
debates. Filmmakers use storytelling techniques to critique power structures
or inspire political engagement, making cinema a potent tool for political
expression.

Television and Political Discourse

Television series often incorporate political storylines that explore
governance, elections, and social issues. Shows like political dramas and
satirical comedies offer audiences critical perspectives on political systems
and leadership. Additionally, televised political debates and news programs
shape public understanding of current events, further highlighting the
medium’s role in politics in popular culture.

Music as a Political Platform

Music has historically been a vital channel for political expression and
mobilization. Through lyrics, performances, and public statements, musicians
communicate political ideas and rally support for causes. Various genres,
including folk, punk, hip-hop, and reggae, have been associated with
political movements and social commentary. Music’s emotional resonance and
broad accessibility contribute to its effectiveness in politics in popular
culture.

Protest Songs and Political Messages

Protest songs have played a critical role in political movements, providing



anthems for civil rights, anti-war campaigns, and social justice causes.
These songs often articulate grievances, hope, and calls to action, becoming
symbols of resistance and solidarity. The tradition of protest music
continues to influence contemporary artists and audiences worldwide.

Artists as Political Influencers

Musicians often leverage their platforms to advocate for political change or
raise awareness about issues such as inequality, environmentalism, and human
rights. Their influence extends beyond music, impacting public opinion and
encouraging political participation. The intersection of celebrity culture
and politics amplifies the reach of their messages within popular culture.

Literature and Political Expression

Literature remains a powerful medium for exploring political ideas and
critiquing social structures. Political themes in novels, essays, and poetry
provide nuanced perspectives on power, ideology, and human rights. Writers
use narrative and metaphor to challenge dominant political narratives and
inspire reflection and debate among readers.

Political Novels and Dystopian Literature

Political novels often address themes of oppression, freedom, and justice,
inviting readers to consider alternative political realities. Dystopian
literature, in particular, serves as a cautionary genre that critiques
authoritarianism and warns against political complacency. These works
contribute significantly to politics in popular culture by fostering critical
engagement with political systems.

Poetry and Political Commentary

Poetry has historically provided a succinct and emotive form of political
commentary. Poets convey complex political sentiments and social critiques
through metaphor, rhythm, and imagery. Political poetry often emerges during
times of conflict and upheaval, amplifying marginalized voices and
perspectives.

Social Media and Contemporary Political
Discourse

Social media platforms have transformed politics in popular culture by
enabling rapid dissemination and interaction with political content. These
digital spaces facilitate political mobilization, debate, and the spread of
information and misinformation alike. The participatory nature of social
media allows users to engage directly with political topics, influencing
public discourse and political outcomes.



Political Campaigns and Social Media

Political candidates and organizations increasingly utilize social media to
connect with voters, promote policies, and shape narratives. Campaign
strategies include targeted advertising, viral content, and real-time
engagement, demonstrating the importance of these platforms in modern
political communication.

Challenges of Misinformation and Polarization

While social media enhances political engagement, it also presents challenges
such as the spread of misinformation and increased political polarization.
Echo chambers and algorithm-driven content can reinforce biases, complicating
efforts to foster informed and balanced political discussions within popular
culture.

Impact of Politics in Popular Culture on
Society

The integration of politics in popular culture significantly influences
societal attitudes and behaviors. By reflecting and shaping political
realities, popular culture contributes to political socialization, awareness,
and activism. It can both challenge and reinforce existing power structures,
making it a crucial arena for democratic participation and cultural
discourse.

Political Socialization and Awareness

Exposure to political themes in popular culture helps individuals develop
political knowledge and attitudes. Entertainment media often serve as
informal educational tools, introducing audiences to political concepts,
historical events, and social issues. This process of political socialization
is vital in fostering an informed citizenry.

Mobilization and Activism

Popular culture can inspire political activism by highlighting injustices and
motivating collective action. Cultural icons and narratives often serve as
rallying points for social movements, demonstrating the power of politics in
popular culture to drive real-world change.

Enhances public engagement with political issues

Shapes societal values and norms

Provides platforms for marginalized voices

Influences voting behavior and policy debates

Encourages critical examination of political systems



Frequently Asked Questions

How has politics influenced popular culture in recent
years?

Politics has increasingly influenced popular culture by shaping narratives in
movies, TV shows, music, and social media, reflecting societal issues such as
social justice, inequality, and governance.

What role do celebrities play in political discourse
within popular culture?

Celebrities often use their platforms to advocate for political causes, raise
awareness, and influence public opinion, thereby blending entertainment with
activism in popular culture.

Can popular culture impact political opinions and
voter behavior?

Yes, popular culture can shape political opinions and voter behavior by
presenting political ideas in accessible formats, creating emotional
connections, and mobilizing younger audiences through music, films, and
social media.

How have TV shows and movies incorporated political
themes?

TV shows and movies frequently incorporate political themes such as
corruption, power struggles, and social justice to reflect contemporary
issues, provoke thought, and engage audiences in political conversations.

What is the significance of political satire in
popular culture?

Political satire serves as a tool for critiquing and exposing political
figures and policies through humor, making complex political issues more
relatable and encouraging public engagement.

How do social media platforms affect the intersection
of politics and popular culture?

Social media platforms amplify political messages within popular culture by
enabling viral content, direct communication from public figures, and
grassroots activism, thus shaping political narratives quickly and widely.

In what ways has music addressed political issues in
popular culture?

Music has addressed political issues by highlighting themes such as protest,



resistance, and identity, often becoming anthems for movements and reflecting
the socio-political climate.

How do video games incorporate political elements
into their narratives?

Video games incorporate political elements by creating storylines centered
around conflict, governance, and ethical dilemmas, allowing players to engage
with political concepts interactively and critically.

Additional Resources
1. Politics and Pop Culture: A Critical Introduction
This book explores the intersection of politics and popular culture,
analyzing how media, music, film, and television shape political opinions and
identities. It provides readers with theoretical frameworks to understand the
influence of cultural narratives on political discourse. The author also
examines case studies that illustrate the power of pop culture in mobilizing
social movements and political engagement.

2. Celebrity Politics: Popular Culture and Political Representation
Focusing on the role of celebrities in shaping political landscapes, this
book delves into how famous personalities use their platforms to influence
public policy and political attitudes. It discusses the phenomenon of
celebrity endorsements, political activism, and the blurring lines between
entertainment and governance. The book offers insights into the impact of
celebrity culture on democracy and political participation.

3. Reel Politics: Hollywood and the Political Imagination
This title investigates how Hollywood films reflect and construct political
ideologies, often mirroring societal anxieties and aspirations. It analyzes
genres such as political thrillers, biopics, and dystopian narratives to
reveal how cinema contributes to public understanding of power, authority,
and resistance. The author highlights the reciprocal relationship between
film and political culture in shaping collective consciousness.

4. Music and Power: Politics in Popular Music
Examining the political messages embedded in popular music, this book traces
the history of protest songs and politically charged genres like punk, hip-
hop, and folk. It discusses how musicians address issues such as civil
rights, war, and social justice, influencing public opinion and activism. The
book also considers the commercialization of politically motivated music and
its implications for authenticity and impact.

5. Television and Democracy: The Politics of Entertainment
This book explores how television programming, from sitcoms to reality shows,
engages with political themes and contributes to democratic discourse. It
assesses the role of TV in shaping political knowledge, attitudes, and
participation among diverse audiences. The author also critiques the
potential for entertainment formats to trivialize or distort complex
political issues.

6. Superheroes and Power: Politics in Comic Books and Graphic Novels
Investigating the political dimensions of comic books and graphic novels,
this book reveals how superhero narratives address themes of justice,
authority, and resistance. It explores how these stories reflect contemporary
political tensions and cultural values. The analysis includes representations



of race, gender, and ideology within the popular medium of comics.

7. Social Media and Political Culture: The New Public Sphere
This book examines the transformative effect of social media platforms on
political communication and culture. It highlights how digital networks
facilitate new forms of activism, information dissemination, and public
debate. The author also discusses challenges such as misinformation, echo
chambers, and the commercialization of political expression online.

8. Satire and Power: Political Humor in Popular Culture
Focusing on satire as a powerful tool in political discourse, this book
analyzes how comedic representations in television, film, and digital media
critique authority and social norms. It explores the role of humor in shaping
political attitudes and encouraging critical reflection among audiences. The
book also considers the limits and risks of political satire in different
cultural contexts.

9. Fashion and Politics: Identity and Power in Popular Culture
This book investigates the political significance of fashion as a form of
cultural expression and identity construction. It explores how clothing and
style choices communicate political messages and align individuals with
particular ideologies or movements. The author examines historical and
contemporary examples where fashion intersects with activism, nationalism,
and social change.

Politics In Popular Culture

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.devensbusiness.com/archive-library-607/files?trackid=oxW88-8017&title=pre-op-diet-for
-hiatal-hernia-surgery.pdf

  politics in popular culture: Politics and Popular Culture John Street, 2013-05-08 In an age
where film stars become presidents and politicians appear in pop videos, politics and popular culture
have become inextricably interlinked. In this exciting new book, John Street provides a broad survey
and analysis of this relationship.
  politics in popular culture: Polpop James E. Combs, 1984 This book discusses various
components of popular culture and the effects they have on politics. Some of the areas of mass
culture which are discussed are: popular dramas, folk heritage, the Western myth, sports, religion,
media, propaganda, and show business.
  politics in popular culture: Hop on Pop Henry Jenkins III, Jane Shattuc, Tara McPherson,
2003-01-23 A major collection of fan-based cultural studies work, largely by a new generation of
scholars.
  politics in popular culture: An Introduction to Popular Culture in the US Jenn Brandt, Callie
Clare, 2018-01-25 Winner of the Popular Culture Association's 2018 John G. Cawelti Award for the
Best Textbook / Primer What is popular culture? Why study popular culture in an academic context?
An Introduction to Popular Culture in the US: People, Politics, and Power introduces and explores
the history and contemporary analysis of popular culture in the United States. In situating popular
culture as lived experience through the activities, objects, and distractions of everyday life, the
authors work to broaden the understanding of culture beyond a focus solely on media texts, taking
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an interdisciplinary approach to analyze American culture, its rituals, beliefs, and the objects that
shape its existence. After building a foundation of the history of popular culture as an academic
discipline, the book looks broadly at cultural myths and the institutional structures, genres,
industries, and people that shape the mindset of popular culture in the United States. It then
becomes more focused with an examination of identity, exploring the ways in which these myths and
mindset are internalized, practiced, and shaped by individuals. The book concludes by connecting
the broad understanding of popular culture and the unique individual experience with chapters
dedicated to the objects, communities, and celebrations of everyday life. This approach to the field of
study explores all matters of culture in a way that is accessible and relevant to individuals in and
outside of the classroom.
  politics in popular culture: Law and Popular Culture Michael Asimow, Shannon Mader,
2004 This book explores the interface between law and popular culture, two subjects of enormous
current importance and influence. Exploring how they affect each other, each chapter discusses a
legally themed film or television show, such as Philadelphia or Dead Man Walking, and treats it as
both a cultural and a legal text, illustrating how popular culture both constructs our perceptions of
law, and changes the way that players in the legal system behave. Written without theoretical
jargon, Law and Popular Culture: A Course Book is intended for use in undergraduate or graduate
courses and can be taught by anyone who enjoys pop culture and is interested in law.
  politics in popular culture: From entertainment to citizenship John Street, Sanna Inthorn,
Martin Scott, 2015-11-01 From entertainment to citizenship reveals how the young use shows like
X-factor to comment on how power ought to be used, and how they respond to those pop stars – like
Bono and Bob Geldof – who claim to represent them. It explores how young people connect the
pleasures of popular culture to the world at large. For them, popular culture is not simply a matter
of escapism and entertainment, but of engagement too. The place of popular culture in politics, and
its contribution to democratic life, has too often been misrepresented or misunderstood. This book
provides the evidence and analysis that will help correct this misperception. It documents the voices
of young people as they talk about popular culture (what they love as well as what they dislike), and
as they reveal their thoughts about the world they inhabit. It will be of interest to those who study
media and culture, and those who study politics.
  politics in popular culture: Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and Popular Culture
Tony Kelso, Brian Cogan, 2009-10-15 Whether it's television, radio, concerts, live appearances by
comedians, Internet websites, or even the political party conventions themselves, the mixing of
politics and popular culture is frequently on display. The Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and
Popular Culture examines the people, major events, media, and controversies in eight thematic
chapters and over 150 entries to provide an invaluable resource for any student, scholar, or
everyday political junkie needing a comprehensive introduction to the subject. On a typical
weeknight in the United States, millions shun the traditional evening network news broadcasts and,
instead, later grab their remotes to turn to Comedy Central to catch up on the political happenings
of the day, delivered by the comedian Jon Stewart on the faux news program, The Daily Show.
Immediately afterwards, they might stay tuned to The Colbert Report for another dosage of
hilarious, fake news that, to them, comes across more honestly than the serious version they could
watch on CNN. Whether it's television, radio, concerts, live appearances by comedians, Internet
websites, or even the political party conventions themselves, the mixing of politics and popular
culture is frequently on display. The Encyclopedia of Politics, the Media, and Popular Culture
provides in-depth coverage of these fascinating, and often surprising intersections in both historical
and contemporary culture. This highly readable and entertaining encyclopedia provides a sweeping
survey of the historic and ongoing interplay between politics, the media, and popular culture in eight
thought-provoking chapters. The volume is enhanced with the inclusion of over 150 entries to help
students and researchers easily locate more in-depth information on topics ranging from political
scandals to YouTube.
  politics in popular culture: Popular Culture, Social Media, and the Politics of Identity William



Clapton, 2025 Popular Culture, Social Media, and the Politics of Identity advances a novel
methodological approach - pop culture as political object - to capture the centrality of popular
culture as an object of a broad range of political contests and debates that constitute pop culture
artefacts by generating and informing specific meanings and understandings of them. It is no longer
novel to claim that popular culture matters to world politics. The literature on Popular Culture and
World Politics (PCWP) has demonstrated the cultural basis of political action and meaning-making.
However, this book argues that in doing so, the PCWP literature has focused primarily on the
traditionally narrow range of issues, actors, and things that mainstream International Relations
regards as part of world politics. While PCWP challenges restrictive disciplinary understandings of
the sites of legitimate inquiry where one can purposefully gain knowledge about world politics,
comparatively little has been done to challenge constricted understandings of what world politics is,
who it involves, and where it takes place. Methodological approaches in the literature largely treat
popular culture and politics as separate and therefore focus on understanding how popular culture
relates to and intersects with a relatively circumscribed notion of world politics. Focusing on the
everyday politics of how audiences perceive and contest popular cultural artefacts, this book
demonstrates that pop culture does not merely intersect with or reflect discrete political processes,
it is also directly situated as an object of politics. The author analyses current debates over identity
politics across a range of contemporary pop cultural artefacts including films and video games. This
book will be of interest to scholars and students of International Relations, Political Science, and
Cultural and Media Studies--
  politics in popular culture: Popular Culture and Political Change in Modern America
Ronald Edsforth, Larry Bennett, 1991-10-25 This book is a collection of essays dealing with the ways
in which specific popular entertainment media, mass consumer products, and popular movements
affect politics and political culture in the United States. It seeks to present a range of possibilities
that reflect the dimensions of the current debate and practice in the field. Some of the contributions
to this volume place popular culture media such as films, music, and books in a broad social context,
and several articles deal with the historical roots of twentieth-century American popular culture.
Popular culture is treated as categorically neither good nor bad, in either political or aesthetic
terms. Instead, the essays reflect the editors' convictions that popular culture is simply too
important to be ignored by those academics who treat politics and its history seriously. The
collection also shows that studying popular or mass culture in a historical way illuminates a variety
of possible relationships between popular culture and politics.
  politics in popular culture: Popular Culture and New Media D. Beer, 2013-06-13 This book
explores the material and everyday intersections between popular culture and new media. Using a
range of interdisciplinary resources the chapters open up various hidden dimensions, including
objects and infrastructures, archives, algorithms, data play and the body that force us to rethink our
understanding of culture as it is today.
  politics in popular culture: Mass Politics Daniel M. Shea, 1999 Essays explore the interplay
between popular culture and politics in the US, and the ways in which popular culture shapes,
reflects, and responds to the political climate
  politics in popular culture: Homer Simpson Goes To Washington Joseph J. Foy,
2008-08-22 “Informative and entertaining . . . convincingly argue[s] that an interest in popular
culture can counterbalance the growing tide of political apathy.” —Publishers Weekly While pundits
may accuse popular culture of brainwashing, indoctrinating, distracting, or dumbing down the
masses, the fact is that Americans have long turned to entertainment sources to make sense of
politics, through television shows such as The Simpsons, The West Wing, The Daily Show, and
Chappelle’s Show and films such as Election, Bulworth, and Wag the Dog. In Homer Simpson Goes
to Washington, Joseph J. Foy has assembled a multidisciplinary team of scholars with backgrounds in
political science, philosophy, law, cultural studies, and music. Their essays tackle common
assumptions about government and explain fundamental concepts such as civil rights, democracy,
and ethics—through the lens of drama and comedy.



  politics in popular culture: Media, Politics and Democracy John Street, 2021-05-14 The third
edition of Media, Politics and Democracy examines the fraught debate over media influence, who
wields it and what effect social and traditional media has on what we think, how we behave, and how
we vote. Charting the media conglomerates of old, the alarming rise of the Tech Giants in recent
decades, concerns over 'fake news', and the use of social media by political candidates, this book
places contemporary anxieties into historical context and compares the response to such issues
across different states and societies. Using examples from around the world, Street tackles the
changing nature of political communications and brings under scrutiny the question of how a
democratic society can function alongside a democratic media. Suitable for students studying
politics and the media, political communications and other related fields. New to this Edition: -
Completely revised and updated version of Mass Media, Politics and Democracy. - Includes a new
chapter on the power of the Tech Giants. - Contains detailed accounts of the significance of figures
such as Donald Trump, Rupert Murdoch and Mark Zuckerberg. - Student questions and issues for
debate interspersed throughout the book.
  politics in popular culture: Mediating Politics: Newspapers, Radio, Television And The
Internet Washbourne, Neil, 2010-04-01 The book explores the complex interconnections between
media, political organisation and society. This is particularly important in a period when politics
seems to be in crisis. This 'crisis' can be seen in problems of trust affecting political institutions and
politicians, the apparently widespread political cynicism and apathy of audiences and citizens, and
the perception that processes of globalisation are undermining the bases of contemporary
democracy and public discussion. Old cherished views and ideals seem dead and there appears to be
no clear vision of the future. This pessimistic view has been expressed, most cogently and explicitly,
in the 'end of politics' thesis. Rather than taking this view the book investigates in detail how the use
of media and new technology affects politics and how the consequences vary across national
societies and regions. It focuses in particular on the way new technology poses problems, but also
offers potentialities and solutions, for political actors of all sorts. To this end particular attention is
paid to various political uses of the internet. The book closely analyses how political parties,
pressure groups, governments and social movements explore and develop the range of media forms
and rhetorics and assesses the aggregate consequences this has for political life. The book argues
that key versions of the 'end of politics' thesis are simply too pessimistic about what we can hope for
from the future and imply an unrealistic nostalgia about the past. Rather it puts the media-politics
relationship into the broader context of a culturally complex and changing contemporary information
society..
  politics in popular culture: For Fun And Profit Richard Butsch, 1990-06-19 During the
nineteenth century, leisure industries emerged to provide recreation and entertainment to
Americans of all classes. Entertainment has become a multi-billion dollar industry. The essays
collected here explore the transformation this wrought in leisure and analyze its effects on class
relations in American society.
  politics in popular culture: In Search of the Black Fantastic Richard Iton, 2008-06-06 Prior to
the 1960s, when African Americans had little access to formal political power, black popular culture
was commonly seen as a means of forging community and effecting political change. But as Richard
Iton shows in this provocative and insightful volume, despite the changes brought about by the civil
rights movement, and contrary to the wishes of those committed to narrower conceptions of politics,
black artists have continued to play a significant role in the making and maintenance of critical
social spaces. Iton offers an original portrait of the relationship between popular culture and
institutionalized politics tracing the connections between artists such as Paul Robeson, Lorraine
Hansberry, Richard Pryor, Bob Marley, and Erykah Badu and those individuals working in the
protest, electoral, and policy making arenas. With an emphasis on questions of class, gender and
sexuality-and diaspora and coloniality-the author also illustrates how creative artists destabilize
modern notions of the proper location of politics, and politics itself. Ranging from theater to film,
and comedy to literature and contemporary music, In Search of the Black Fantastic is an engaging



and sophisticated examination of how black popular culture has challenged our understandings of
the aesthetic and its relationship to politics.
  politics in popular culture: Populism and (Pop) Music Manuela Caiani, Enrico Padoan,
2023-01-06 This book launches a proposal: to fill some empirical and theoretical gaps that presently
exists in populism studies by looking at the potential nexus between populist phenomena and
popular culture. It provides a detailed account of the multiple mechanisms linking the production of
pop music (as a form of popular culture) to the rise and reproduction of populism. The authors use a
case study of Italy to interrogate these mechanisms because of its long-lasting populist phenomena
and the contextual importance of pop music. The book’s mixed-methods strategy assesses three
different aspects of the potential relationship between pop music and populist politics: the cultural
opportunity structure generated and reproduced by the production of music, the strategies political
actors use to exploit music for political purposes, and, crucially, the ways fans and ordinary citizens
understand the relationship between pop music and politics, and subsequent debates and identities.
Moving from the case study, the book in its last chapter offers a more general understanding of the
associations between pop music and populism.
  politics in popular culture: Reality Television and Arab Politics Marwan M. Kraidy, 2010
This book analyzes how reality television fuelled heated polemics over cultural authenticity, gender
relations, and political participation in the Middle East.
  politics in popular culture: Celebrity Politics Mark Wheeler, 2013-08-05 In this new book,
Mark Wheeler offers the first in-depth analysis of the history, nature and global reach of celebrity
politics today. Celebrity politicians and politicized celebrities have had a profound impact upon the
practice of politics and the way in which it is now communicated. New forms of political
participation have emerged as a result and the political classes have increasingly absorbed the
values of celebrity into their own PR strategies. Celebrity activists, endorsers, humanitarians and
diplomats also play a part in reconfiguring politics for a more fragmented and image-conscious
public arena. In academic circles, celebrity may be viewed as a ‘manufactured product’; one
fabricated by media exposure so that celebrity activists are no more than ‘bards of the powerful.’
Mark Wheeler, however, provides a more nuanced critique contending that both celebrity politicians
and politicized stars should be defined by their ‘affective capacity’ to operate within the public
sphere. This timely book will be a valuable resource for students of media and communication
studies and political science as well as general readers keen to understand the nature and reach of
contemporary celebrity culture.
  politics in popular culture: Harry Potter and International Relations Daniel H. Nexon,
Iver B. Neumann, 2006-05-25 Drawing on a range of historical and sociological sources, this work
shows how aspects of Harry's world contain aspects of our own. It also includes chapters on the
political economy of the franchise, and on the problems of studying popular culture.
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