
political science economics double major
political science economics double major programs offer students a unique
interdisciplinary approach to understanding the complex relationships between politics and
economic systems. Combining these two fields allows for a deeper analysis of how
government policies impact economic outcomes and how economic theories influence
political decisions. This academic pathway equips students with critical thinking, analytical,
and quantitative skills that are highly valued in various professional sectors. From public
policy to international relations and business, graduates benefit from a broad yet
specialized knowledge base. This article explores the key aspects of pursuing a political
science economics double major, including curriculum overview, career opportunities,
advantages, challenges, and tips for success. The following sections provide a structured
guide to navigate this demanding yet rewarding academic journey.
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Career Opportunities and Prospects

Advantages of Pursuing a Political Science Economics Double Major

Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Tips for Success in a Political Science Economics Double Major

Overview of Political Science and Economics
Double Major
A political science economics double major integrates two distinct but complementary
academic disciplines. Political science focuses on the study of government systems,
political behavior, and institutional structures, while economics examines the allocation of
resources, market behaviors, and economic policies. Together, these fields provide a
comprehensive understanding of how political frameworks shape economic environments
and vice versa. Students who pursue this double major gain insights into policy analysis,
regulatory impacts, international trade, and economic development within political
contexts. The interdisciplinary nature of this program prepares graduates to analyze issues
from multiple perspectives, which is essential in today’s interconnected world.



Interdisciplinary Nature
The interdisciplinary approach of combining political science and economics allows students
to explore complex societal issues by applying theories and methodologies from both fields.
For example, understanding monetary policy requires knowledge of economic principles
and political processes. This fusion enables a holistic view of topics such as fiscal policy,
welfare programs, and international economic agreements.

Relevance in Contemporary Society
In an era marked by globalization, economic crises, and shifting political landscapes, the
political science economics double major is particularly relevant. Graduates are equipped to
address pressing challenges such as economic inequality, trade disputes, and regulatory
reforms. Their dual expertise is valuable for government agencies, think tanks, international
organizations, and private sector firms seeking informed policy decisions.

Curriculum and Coursework
The curriculum for a political science economics double major typically includes
foundational courses in both disciplines, advanced seminars, and electives that foster
specialized knowledge. Students are required to complete core requirements in political
theories, comparative politics, microeconomics, and macroeconomics, alongside
quantitative methods and research techniques.

Core Political Science Courses
Core courses often cover topics such as:

Introduction to Political Science

Comparative Politics

International Relations

Political Theory

Public Policy and Administration

Core Economics Courses
Economics coursework typically includes:

Principles of Microeconomics



Principles of Macroeconomics

Econometrics

Economic Policy Analysis

International Economics

Electives and Specializations
Students can choose electives that focus on areas such as environmental economics,
political economy, development economics, or global governance. These options allow for
tailoring the double major to specific career goals or academic interests.

Skills Developed Through the Double Major
Completing a political science economics double major cultivates a diverse skill set that
enhances analytical and practical capabilities. These skills are instrumental in research,
policy formulation, and strategic decision-making roles.

Analytical and Critical Thinking
Students learn to critically evaluate political arguments and economic data, enabling them
to identify patterns, assess policies, and propose evidence-based solutions.

Quantitative and Research Skills
The combination of econometrics and political science research methods equips students to
handle statistical analysis, data interpretation, and empirical studies effectively.

Communication and Persuasion
Strong written and oral communication skills develop through argumentative essays,
presentations, and policy briefs, essential for articulating complex ideas clearly to diverse
audiences.

Problem-Solving and Strategic Planning
Understanding both political and economic contexts fosters the ability to devise strategies
that consider multiple stakeholders and long-term impacts.



Career Opportunities and Prospects
A political science economics double major opens doors to numerous career paths across
public, private, and nonprofit sectors. The interdisciplinary expertise is highly sought after
for roles that require policy analysis, economic forecasting, and political strategy.

Government and Public Policy
Graduates can work as policy analysts, legislative assistants, or public affairs specialists,
contributing to the development and evaluation of government programs and regulations.

International Organizations and NGOs
Opportunities exist in organizations such as the United Nations, World Bank, or nonprofit
advocacy groups, where understanding economic development and political structures is
crucial.

Business and Finance
Roles in economic consulting, financial analysis, and corporate strategy benefit from the
dual knowledge of market dynamics and regulatory environments.

Academia and Research
Some graduates pursue advanced degrees and careers in research institutions or
universities, focusing on political economy, international trade, or public administration.

List of Potential Job Titles

Policy Analyst

Economic Consultant

Political Risk Analyst

Legislative Assistant

Public Affairs Specialist

International Trade Specialist

Research Associate



Advantages of Pursuing a Political Science
Economics Double Major
The combination of political science and economics provides several advantages that
enhance academic and professional prospects.

Broader Knowledge Base
Students gain a comprehensive understanding of how economic and political systems
interact, allowing for more nuanced analysis and decision-making.

Enhanced Marketability
The diverse skill set and interdisciplinary expertise increase employability in competitive
job markets and open diverse career opportunities.

Preparation for Graduate Studies
This double major serves as excellent preparation for advanced degrees in law, public
policy, business, or economics.

Networking Opportunities
Engagement with two academic departments and related organizations expands
professional networks and access to internships or research projects.

Challenges and How to Overcome Them
While rewarding, pursuing a political science economics double major can present
challenges related to workload, course requirements, and balancing diverse academic
demands.

Heavy Course Load
Managing the requirements of two majors often means a demanding schedule. Effective
time management and prioritization are essential to balance coursework and
extracurricular activities.

Complex Subject Matter
The analytical rigor of economics combined with the theoretical aspects of political science



may require additional effort in mastering concepts and methodologies.

Scheduling Conflicts
Coordinating classes from two departments can create conflicts. Early academic advising
and careful planning help mitigate scheduling issues.

Strategies for Success

Develop a detailed academic plan with advisors

Utilize campus resources such as tutoring centers

Engage in study groups for challenging courses

Seek internships or research opportunities to apply knowledge

Maintain consistent communication with professors and advisors

Tips for Success in a Political Science Economics
Double Major
Maximizing success in a political science economics double major requires strategic
planning, dedication, and proactive learning approaches.

Early Planning and Goal Setting
Define academic and career goals early to select relevant courses and extracurricular
activities that align with personal interests and professional ambitions.

Interdisciplinary Integration
Seek opportunities to integrate knowledge from both fields through joint research projects,
interdisciplinary seminars, or cross-listed courses.

Skill Development
Focus on honing quantitative skills, writing proficiency, and critical analysis to excel in both
disciplines and future careers.



Networking and Professional Development
Attend academic conferences, join relevant student organizations, and pursue internships
to build professional connections and gain practical experience.

Continuous Learning
Stay informed about current political and economic developments by reading scholarly
articles, news, and policy reports to connect academic learning with real-world applications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the benefits of double majoring in Political
Science and Economics?
Double majoring in Political Science and Economics provides a strong foundation in
understanding both political systems and economic principles, enhancing critical thinking,
analytical skills, and offering diverse career opportunities in public policy, government,
international relations, and business.

How do Political Science and Economics complement
each other as a double major?
Political Science explores governance, policy-making, and political behavior, while
Economics focuses on resource allocation and market dynamics. Together, they provide a
comprehensive understanding of how political decisions impact economic outcomes and
vice versa.

What career paths are available for students with a
double major in Political Science and Economics?
Graduates can pursue careers in public policy, government agencies, international
organizations, economic consulting, political analysis, law, and non-profit sectors, among
others.

Is it challenging to complete a double major in Political
Science and Economics?
While demanding due to the workload and different disciplinary approaches, it is
manageable with strong time management and academic planning, especially since the
two fields have overlapping skills and concepts.



What skills do students develop from a Political Science
and Economics double major?
Students develop analytical thinking, quantitative analysis, research skills, understanding of
political and economic systems, data interpretation, and effective communication skills.

Can a Political Science and Economics double major
prepare me for graduate studies?
Yes, this double major provides a solid foundation for graduate programs in law, public
policy, economics, international relations, and political science.

Are there specific courses that are recommended for a
Political Science and Economics double major?
Recommended courses include microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics,
comparative politics, international relations, political theory, and public policy analysis.

How can a Political Science and Economics double major
enhance understanding of global issues?
This combination equips students with insights into how political decisions and economic
factors interact on a global scale, enabling them to analyze international trade,
development policies, and geopolitical conflicts effectively.

Additional Resources
1. Capital in the Twenty-First Century
This influential book by Thomas Piketty explores wealth concentration and distribution over
the past few centuries. It analyzes economic inequality through extensive data and
historical context, emphasizing the roles of capital accumulation and inheritance. The book
provides insight into the political implications of economic disparity and suggests policy
measures for a fairer society.

2. The Road to Serfdom
Written by economist Friedrich Hayek, this classic work discusses the dangers of
government overreach and central planning. Hayek argues that excessive control of the
economy by the state leads to totalitarianism and loss of individual freedoms. The book is a
foundational text for understanding the political economy of liberal democracy and free
markets.

3. Why Nations Go to War
Authored by John G. Stoessinger, this book examines the political and economic causes
behind international conflicts. It provides a comprehensive analysis of how economic
interests and political decisions intertwine to lead nations into war. The text is valuable for
students studying the intersection of political science and economics in global affairs.



4. Globalization and Its Discontents
Joseph E. Stiglitz critiques the policies of international financial institutions like the IMF and
World Bank in this thought-provoking book. He highlights how globalization can exacerbate
inequality and political instability if not managed properly. The book offers a critical
perspective on economic policy decisions and their political consequences worldwide.

5. The Political Economy of Development
This book provides an overview of how political factors influence economic development in
various countries. It covers theories and case studies that explain the role of institutions,
governance, and policy in shaping economic outcomes. The text is essential for
understanding the dynamic relationship between politics and economics in developmental
contexts.

6. Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything
Stephen Dubner and Steven Levitt use economic theory to analyze non-traditional topics,
revealing surprising connections between economics and everyday life. The book
encourages critical thinking about incentives, decision-making, and social behavior through
an economic lens. It bridges economic concepts with political and social phenomena in an
accessible manner.

7. Democracy and Capitalism: Property, Community, and the Contradictions of Modern
Social Thought
Gerald F. Gaus explores the complex relationship between democratic governance and
capitalist economies. The book discusses tensions between individual property rights and
community welfare within political and economic frameworks. It is a valuable resource for
understanding ideological debates in political economy.

8. The Origins of Political Order
Francis Fukuyama traces the development of political institutions from prehuman times to
the French Revolution. The book connects historical political structures with economic
systems and explores how they shape modern governance. It provides a comprehensive
background for students interested in the foundations of political and economic systems.

9. Development as Freedom
Amartya Sen argues that economic development should be viewed as a process of
expanding human freedoms rather than merely increasing income. The book links political
rights, social opportunities, and economic facilities as essential components of
development. It offers a multidisciplinary approach relevant to both political science and
economics majors.
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  political science economics double major: Curriculum Handbook with General Information
Concerning ... for the United States Air Force Academy United States Air Force Academy, 1996
  political science economics double major: Democracy and Economic Openness in an
Interconnected System Quan Li, Rafael Reuveny, 2009-07-31 Li and Reuveny use an interdisciplinary
social-scientific approach to investigate today's key political, economic, and environmental issues.
  political science economics double major: The Secrets of College Success Lynn F. Jacobs,
Jeremy S. Hyman, 2019-03-11 Are you among the 22 million students now enrolled in college? Or a
high school student thinking of joining them shortly? Or perhaps a parent of a college-bound junior
or senior? Then this book is just for you. Written by college professors and successfully used by tens
of thousands of students, The Secrets of College Success combines easy-to-use tips, techniques, and
strategies with insider information that few professors are willing to reveal. The over 800 tips in this
book will show you how to: pick courses and choose a major manage your time and develop
college-level study skills get good grades and manage the “core” requirements get motivated and
avoid stress interact effectively with the professor or TA prepare for a productive and lucrative
career New to this third edition are high-value tips about: undergraduate and collaborative research
summer internships staying safer on campus diversity and inclusion disabilities and accommodations
...with special tips for international students at US colleges. Winner of the 2010 USA Book News
Award for best book in the college category, The Secrets of College Success makes a wonderful
back-to-college or high-school-graduation gift –or a smart investment in your own college success.
  political science economics double major: International Students and Academic
Libraries Pamela A. Jackson, Patrick Sullivan, 2011 The case studies describe projects that support
the success of international students studying at academic institutions, and provide examples of
strategies for librarians to encourage library use among international students and increase
international student success.
  political science economics double major: 2012-2013 College Admissions Data
Sourcebook Midwest Edition ,
  political science economics double major: Directory of Corporate Counsel, 2024 Edition ,
  political science economics double major: African American Student's Guide to College
Success F. Erik Brooks, Glenn L. Starks, 2015-10-21 This encouraging guide coaches African
American and first-generation college students on strategies for maximizing their experiences and
success on university campuses. Marked gaps in academic achievements continue to exist between
white and black students on college campuses in America. This motivational book, with contributions
from academic role models from within the African American community, provides tools to help
ethnically diverse students choose the best college, improve their study skills, and cope with
academic anxiety. From college selection to graduation, this practical resource provides firsthand
accounts of successful college experiences and the strategies used by former students to obtain their
degrees. This work is divided into four parts. After an introductory section that addresses how to
find the right college for aspiring students, the second part discusses the culture of an academic
environment and reveals what incoming students may discover on a new campus. The third section
introduces the language and lingo used in college settings. Finally, the guide concludes with
conversations with successful African Americans who have achieved their undergraduate, graduate,
and professional degrees. The content also features a helpful college and university directory.
  political science economics double major: College Admissions Data Sourcebook Midwest
Edition Bound 2010-11 , 2010-09
  political science economics double major: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2013 Edition
Princeton Review, 2012-08-07 Profiles every four-year college in the United States, providing
detailed information on academic programs, admissions requirements, financial aid, services,
housing, athletics, contact names, and campus life.
  political science economics double major: 2012-2013 College Admissions Data Sourcebook
Northeast Edition ,
  political science economics double major: General Undergraduate Catalog Marshall



University, 1922
  political science economics double major: Colleges Worth Your Money Andrew Belasco,
Dave Bergman, Michael Trivette, 2024-06-01 Colleges Worth Your Money: A Guide to What
America's Top Schools Can Do for You is an invaluable guide for students making the crucial
decision of where to attend college when our thinking about higher education is radically changing.
At a time when costs are soaring and competition for admission is higher than ever, the
college-bound need to know how prospective schools will benefit them both as students and after
graduation. Colleges Worth Your Moneyprovides the most up-to-date, accurate, and comprehensive
information for gauging the ROI of America’s top schools, including: In-depth profiles of 200 of the
top colleges and universities across the U.S.;Over 75 key statistics about each school that cover
unique admissions-related data points such as gender-specific acceptance rates, early decision
acceptance rates, and five-year admissions trends at each college. The solid facts on career
outcomes, including the school’s connections with recruiters, the rate of employment
post-graduation, where students land internships, the companies most likely to hire students from a
particular school, and much more. Data and commentary on each college’s merit and need-based aid
awards, average student debt, and starting salary outcomes. Top Colleges for America’s Top Majors
lists highlighting schools that have the best programs in 40+ disciplines. Lists of the “Top Feeder”
undergraduate colleges into medical school, law school, tech, journalism, Wall Street, engineering,
and more.
  political science economics double major: Colleges in the Middle Atlantic States Peterson's,
2009-08 This annually updated and comprehensive guide helps students and parents compare
colleges within a specific geographic area (Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia). Accredited regional colleges and universities are profiled
with the latest information on financial aid, admissions, and student body statistics.
  political science economics double major: DIRECTORY OF CORPORATE COUNSEL. , 2023
  political science economics double major: 2012-2013 College Admissions Data
Sourcebook West Edition ,
  political science economics double major: College Admissions Data Sourcebook Northeast
Edition Bound 2010-11 , 2010-09
  political science economics double major: The Complete Book of Colleges, 2017 Edition
Princeton Review, 2016-07 The MEGA-GUIDE to 1,355 COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES! No one
knows colleges better than The Princeton Review! Inside The Complete Book of Colleges, 2017
Edition, you'll find meticulously researched information that will help you narrow the search for the
best college for you! Each of the 1,355 user-friendly profiles answers your questions, including: *
How much are tuition and other student fees and costs? * What types of financial aid are available,
and when are the applications due? * What do admissions officers most look for in test scores and
recommendations? * Which majors are the most popular and have the highest enrollment? * What is
the housing like, and how accessible is technology on campus? * What are the key campus
organizations, athletics, and student activities? * How selective is the school? * Plus! Indexes based
on cost, selectivity, and size that will help you narrow your search. Get a leg up on your college
search with this easy-to-use, comprehensive, and savvy guidebook from the experts at The Princeton
Review.
  political science economics double major: Catalogue Number. Course Catalog Anonymous,
2025-08-07 Reprint of the original, first published in 1876. The Antigonos publishing house
specialises in the publication of reprints of historical books. We make sure that these works are
made available to the public in good condition in order to preserve their cultural heritage.
  political science economics double major: 2010-2011 College Admissions Data Sourcebook
West Edition , 2010-09
  political science economics double major: Covering the Campus Brian Farkas, 2009 Among
the oldest student publications in the United States, the Miscellany News traces its roots back to
1866. Beginning as a literary magazine and evolving into a contemporary newspaper, the paper has



reported nearly 150 years of student experiences. The Miscellany has seen generations of Vassar
College students who have witnessed the horrors of international war, felt the injustices of racial
strife, and observed stirring protests unfold on their own campus. This narrative history of the
Miscellany tells the story of the young men and women writing about their collegiate environment
against the grand backdrop of American history. With careful qualitative and quantitative
analysis-along with scores of interviews with former editors-Brian Farkas navigates the complex and
fascinating history of the Miscellany. Blending historical investigation with his personal experience,
Farkas presents a fascinating and often humorous window into journalism, history's first draft.
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