politics and religion discord

politics and religion discord represent a longstanding and complex dynamic that has
shaped societies throughout history. This discord arises when the spheres of political
ideology and religious belief intersect, often resulting in conflict, debate, or tension within
communities or nations. Understanding the roots and manifestations of politics and
religion discord is essential for comprehending broader social and cultural issues. This
article explores the historical context, the causes, the impact on societies, and potential
approaches to managing or resolving such discord. By examining these facets, readers
gain a comprehensive insight into how political and religious differences can fuel discord
and the implications for social cohesion. The discussion also delves into contemporary
examples and the role of communication in mitigating conflicts. The following sections
outline the key areas covered in this analysis.

e Historical Context of Politics and Religion Discord

e Causes of Politics and Religion Discord

e Impact of Discord on Society

e Managing and Resolving Politics and Religion Discord

e Contemporary Examples of Politics and Religion Discord

Historical Context of Politics and Religion
Discord

The relationship between politics and religion has been intertwined since ancient times,
often leading to discord when the domains overlap. Historically, religious institutions have
wielded significant political power, influencing laws, governance, and societal norms.
Conversely, political leaders have used religion to legitimize their authority or mobilize
populations. This interconnection has sometimes resulted in conflicts such as religious
wars, persecution, and schisms. Understanding the historical background helps
contextualize modern instances of politics and religion discord and reveals patterns that
continue to resonate today.

Religion as a Political Tool

Throughout history, rulers and political entities have used religion to consolidate power,
unify people under a common identity, or justify policies and wars. For example, monarchs
claimed divine right to rule, while religious endorsements were sought to validate political
agendas. This fusion often blurred the lines between spiritual leadership and political
authority, generating tensions both within religious communities and between different



religious or political groups.

Major Historical Conflicts

Several significant conflicts illustrate the extent of politics and religion discord. The
Crusades, the European Wars of Religion, and the Reformation period highlight how
religious differences fueled political strife and vice versa. These events demonstrate the
potential for religious and political discord to escalate into violence and societal
disruption.

Causes of Politics and Religion Discord

Politics and religion discord typically arises from differences in beliefs, values, and power
structures. Key causes include divergent worldviews, competition for influence, and the
challenge of accommodating pluralistic societies. Examining these causes provides a
framework for understanding why such discord persists and how it manifests in various
contexts around the world.

Divergent Ideologies and Beliefs

At the core, discord often stems from conflicting ideologies. Political ideologies may
emphasize secular governance, individual rights, or particular economic models, while
religious beliefs might prioritize divine laws, moral codes, and communal obligations.
When these perspectives clash, especially on issues like education, civil rights, or
legislation, tensions arise.

Power and Influence Struggles

Both political institutions and religious organizations seek to influence public life and
policy. Competition for this influence can lead to discord, particularly when one side
perceives the other as encroaching on its domain. This struggle is evident in debates over
the role of religion in government, public funding for religious institutions, and the
regulation of religious practices.

Challenges of Pluralism and Diversity

Modern societies are increasingly diverse, encompassing multiple religions and political
beliefs. Managing this diversity requires balancing freedom of religion with secular
governance and protecting minority rights. Failure to achieve this balance can exacerbate
politics and religion discord, resulting in social fragmentation and conflict.



Impact of Discord on Society

The consequences of politics and religion discord extend beyond individual disagreements,
affecting social cohesion, governance, and human rights. The impact can be both direct
and indirect, influencing policy decisions, intergroup relations, and overall stability within
communities.

Social Fragmentation and Polarization

When politics and religion discord intensifies, societies may experience fragmentation
along ideological or faith-based lines. This polarization can hinder dialogue, increase
prejudice, and reduce trust among different groups, thereby weakening the social fabric
and democratic processes.

Policy and Governance Challenges

Political leaders must navigate the complexities of religion’s role in public life. Discord can
complicate policymaking, especially on contentious issues such as reproductive rights,
education curricula, and marriage laws. Balancing secular governance with respect for
religious freedom demands careful negotiation and often sparks public debate.

Human Rights and Freedom of Belief

Discord can lead to violations of human rights when religious or political groups attempt
to impose their beliefs on others or suppress dissenting views. Protecting freedom of
religion and expression is critical to mitigating these risks and fostering an environment of
mutual respect and tolerance.

Managing and Resolving Politics and Religion
Discord

Successful management of politics and religion discord involves promoting dialogue,
ensuring legal protections, and encouraging inclusive governance. Various strategies have
been employed globally to address conflicts arising from these intersecting domains.

Dialogue and Interfaith Initiatives

Encouraging communication between political and religious leaders, as well as among
different faith communities, can reduce misunderstandings and build trust. Interfaith
dialogues and collaborative projects often promote common values and peaceful
coexistence.



Legal Frameworks and Secular Governance

Establishing clear legal boundaries that protect both religious freedom and secular
governance helps manage discord. Constitutions and laws that guarantee freedom of
religion while preventing religious dominance in political affairs create a balanced
environment conducive to peaceful relations.

Education and Awareness

Educational programs that foster understanding of diverse religious and political
perspectives can reduce prejudice and promote social harmony. Awareness campaigns
about the importance of separation between church and state and respect for pluralism
contribute to long-term conflict mitigation.

Contemporary Examples of Politics and Religion
Discord

In today’s globalized world, politics and religion discord continues to manifest in various
forms, reflecting local contexts and global trends. Contemporary examples highlight
ongoing challenges and responses to this complex issue.

Religion and Politics in the United States

The United States exemplifies the tensions between religious beliefs and political
ideologies, especially in debates over abortion, LGBTQ+ rights, and education. The
country’s commitment to both religious freedom and secular governance creates a
dynamic where discord frequently surfaces in public discourse and policy-making.

Middle East Conflicts

In the Middle East, politics and religion discord is often intertwined with ethnic and
nationalistic struggles. Sectarian divisions, such as those between Sunni and Shia groups,
influence political alliances and conflicts, contributing to regional instability and
humanitarian crises.

Secularism and Religious Freedom in Europe

European countries face challenges balancing secularism with the religious rights of
growing immigrant populations. Issues such as the wearing of religious symbols in public
institutions have sparked debates and highlighted the ongoing politics and religion discord
within multicultural societies.



List of Common Issues Arising from Politics and
Religion Discord

Legislation influenced by religious doctrines

Restrictions on religious practices

Discrimination based on religious or political affiliation

Conlflicts over education content and religious teachings

Challenges in upholding secularism in governance

Polarization of communities along religious-political lines

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common causes of discord between politics
and religion?

Common causes include conflicting values, differing moral frameworks, power struggles,
and disagreements over policies related to social issues such as education, reproductive
rights, and freedom of expression.

How does political influence affect religious
institutions?

Political influence can lead to changes in religious institutions' policies, alignment with
certain political ideologies, or pressure to conform to governmental regulations, which
may cause internal conflict or shifts in religious practices.

Can religion play a positive role in politics without
causing discord?

Yes, religion can inspire ethical leadership, promote social justice, and encourage
community engagement, but it requires respecting pluralism and separating personal
beliefs from public policy to avoid discord.

Why do politics and religion often clash in secular
societies?

In secular societies, the separation of church and state aims to ensure neutrality, but when
religious groups seek political influence or policies reflect religious values, it can lead to



tensions and debates over rights and freedoms.

How do different countries manage the relationship
between politics and religion?

Approaches vary widely, from strict secularism with clear separation, to state religions
with significant political influence, to models promoting interfaith dialogue and inclusive
governance to minimize discord.

What impact does social media have on politics and
religion discord?

Social media can amplify conflicts by spreading polarizing content, misinformation, and
enabling echo chambers, but it also provides platforms for dialogue, education, and
mobilizing peaceful advocacy.

How can communities reduce discord between politics
and religion?

Communities can promote interfaith and political dialogue, emphasize shared values,
encourage critical thinking, uphold respect for diversity, and foster policies that balance
religious freedom with inclusive governance.

What role does education play in addressing politics and
religion discord?

Education can increase awareness of different beliefs, teach critical analysis of political
and religious issues, promote tolerance, and equip individuals to engage respectfully in
civic and religious discussions.

Are there examples of successful collaboration between
political and religious groups?

Yes, examples include faith-based initiatives addressing poverty and social justice,
interfaith coalitions advocating for peace, and political leaders consulting religious leaders
to promote unity and ethical governance.

Additional Resources

1. God and Government: The Clash of Faith and Politics

This book explores the historical and contemporary tensions between religious beliefs and
political governance. It delves into case studies from various countries where faith has
influenced political decisions, often leading to discord. The author examines how differing
interpretations of religion can create divisions within societies and affect policy-making.

2. Faith in Conflict: When Religion Divides the State



"Faith in Conflict" investigates the challenges faced by secular states in managing
religious diversity. It highlights instances where religious groups have clashed with
political authorities over laws, rights, and representation. The book also discusses
attempts at reconciliation and the delicate balance between freedom of religion and
political order.

3. Divine Discord: Religion's Role in Political Polarization

This work analyzes how religion can both unify and polarize political communities. It
presents an in-depth look at how religious rhetoric and identity politics contribute to
societal divides. Through empirical research, the author reveals patterns of religious
influence on voting behavior and policy debates.

4. The Politics of Belief: Religion and Power Struggles

Focusing on the intersection of religion and political power, this book examines how
religious institutions and leaders exert influence on political agendas. It covers historical
power struggles and contemporary conflicts, illustrating the complex relationship between
sacred authority and state control.

5. Secularism Under Siege: The Battle Between Church and State

This book discusses the ongoing tensions between secular governance and religious
institutions. It outlines key moments when religious groups have challenged secular laws
and policies, leading to societal discord. The author also evaluates the implications for
democracy and human rights.

6. Sacred Lines, Political Faults: Religion and Sectarian Conflict

" Sacred Lines, Political Faults" delves into cases where religious differences have
escalated into sectarian violence and political instability. The book provides a
comprehensive overview of how religious identities intersect with ethnic and political
conflicts. It offers insights into conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts.

7. God vs. State: The Enduring Struggle for Authority

This title explores the enduring tension between religious authority and state sovereignty.
It examines philosophical debates, historical conflicts, and modern-day disputes that
highlight the challenges in delineating the roles of religion and government. The author
offers perspectives on finding a workable coexistence.

8. Religious Identity and Political Discord in Modern Democracies

Focusing on modern democratic societies, this book investigates how religious identities
shape political affiliations and conflicts. It discusses the challenges governments face in
accommodating diverse religious groups while maintaining social cohesion. Case studies
include contemporary issues such as religious freedom and minority rights.

9. Cross and Crown: The Intersection of Religion and Political Power

"Cross and Crown" provides an analysis of how religious symbols and narratives are used
to legitimize political authority. The book traces historical examples where religion has
been instrumentalized for political gain, often leading to discord among populations. It
also considers the implications for secular governance and pluralism.
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politics and religion discord: Politics and Religion: The Basics Jeffrey Haynes, 2025-07-31
Politics and Religion: The Basics provides a concise introduction to the complex interactions
between politics and religion in both domestic and international contexts. This book examines the
role of religion in shaping political systems, behaviours and debates worldwide. By introducing some
of the most prominent religions, it explores their impact on contemporary politics and sheds light on
key topics such as religious nationalism, gender inequality, religious terrorism and the struggle for
religious freedom. Using case studies from countries including Iran, the USA, France, China and
Turkey, it highlights pivotal events such as Iran’s 1979 revolution and addresses modern
controversies such as the rise of religious nationalism. Broader discussions on democratisation,
globalisation and secularisation are integrated with theoretical insights and practical examples,
offering a comprehensive overview of the field. Aimed at undergraduate students in political science,
international relations, and religious studies, this book is also a valuable resource for scholars. With
its clear structure and real-world relevance, it provides an ideal starting point for understanding the
dynamic relationship between politics and religion.

politics and religion discord: Abraham Lincoln and American Political Religion Glen E.
Thurow, 1976-06-30 Lincoln's major public speeches are examined in this analysis of his attempt to
create a political religion through his language of intense religious feeling.

politics and religion discord: Totalitarianism and Political Religions Hans Maier, 2004 This
book shows how new models by which to understand political history arose from the experience of
modern despotic regimes. Here, the totalitarianism and political religions - are discussed and tested
in terms of their usefulness.

politics and religion discord: Politics and Religious Consciousness in America Kelly, 1984

politics and religion discord: Nigeria - Politics, Religion, Pentecostal-Charismatic
Power and Challenges Akintayo Emmanuel, 2023-10-13 Nigeria presents an enthralling case study
for understanding developing architypes in interreligious encounters in Africa. The global
community needs a cultural understanding and sensitivity for productive engagement with the Arab
and non-Arab Muslim world. The Nigeria religious exigencies provide a requisite intelligence into
the challenges facing a global community seeking to foster peace. Without a domain of tolerance,
love, equity and justice, Nigeria will continually be immured by pessimism, parochialism, cynicism
and mutual suspicion. Despite being the largest economy in Africa and the most populous Black
country, Nigeria demonstrates incessantly an uncommon fault-line between Christianity and Islam.
The significance of this goes beyond the borders of Nigeria but has become a global showcase
anywhere the two religions exist contemporaneously. Nigeria is the nexus between west and central
Africa. Rooted in the dusty Sahel of the north, the savannah plains, the rich rainforests of the
Atlantic coast, the rocky hills of the West, and the oil-filled swamps of the Delta. Nigeria is the
beauty, sound, vision, passion and the soul of the African continent. In Nigeria, the Nigeria
Pentecostal-Charismatic Movement possesses a distinctive flair that demands a holistic
understanding of the movement’s historical, cultural, fundamental and religious dimensions in a
multifarious religious landscape. The disquisition of the movement’s political cognizance, identity,
power, authority, theology, popular culture, ethics and missiological impact in northern Nigeria
presents a fine embroidery of their trials, frustrations and challenges, but inveterate in faith, hope
and love that opens up innovative panoramas of peaceful dialogical prospects and coexistence
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between Christians and Muslims in northern Nigeria. In Nigeria - Politics, Religion,
Pentecostal-Charismatic Power and Challenges, Akintayo Emmanuel reconnoiters the complex
missiological hindrances challenging the Nigerian Pentecostal-Charismatic Movement. Their
contextual missional landslide disheveled with complicated paradoxes in the way the Christian
majority have responded to Muslims in northern Nigeria is anatomized. The Nigerian
Pentecostal-Charismatic Movement’s puissance to solve some of Nigeria political, ideological,
cultural and spiritual dimensions of crisis and sectarian violence is achievable if the movement can
mitigate her missiological hindrances. The responses of Nigerian Pentecostal-Charismatic Movement
to Nigeria’s socio-political and ethno-religious complexities can construct a great future for the soul
of Nigeria. They do not only have the capacity to provide the Christian alternatives to Nigeria’s
peculiarities, they can also stimulate Nigeria’s deification among other nations by continuing to
disentangle from unscrupulousness and atrociousness embedded within—a reproach and
opprobrium to any people.

politics and religion discord: The Principles of Politics Arthur Ritchie Lord, 1921

politics and religion discord: Routledge Handbook of Religion and Politics Jeffrey
Haynes, 2016-01-13 From the United States to the Middle East, Asia and Africa, religion continues
to be an important factor in political activity and organisation. The second edition of this successful
handbook provides the definitive global survey of the interaction of religion and politics. Featuring
contributions from an international team of experts, it examines the political aspects of all the
world's major religions, including such crucial contemporary issues as religious fundamentalism,
terrorism, the 'war on terror', the 'clash of civilizations', the Arab Spring, and science and religion.
Each chapter has been updated to reflect the latest developments and thinking in the field, and new
chapters such as ‘Postsecularism and international relations’ and ‘Securitization and Secularization:
The two pillars of state regulation of European Islam’ have been added to ensure the book is a
comprehensive and up-to-date resource. Four main themes addressed include: World religions and
politics Religion and governance Religion and international relations Religion, security and
development References at the end of each chapter have been overhauled to guide the reader
towards the most up-to-date information on various topics. This book is an indispensable source of
information for students, academics and the wider public interested in the dynamic relationship
between politics and religion.

politics and religion discord: Fascism, Totalitarianism and Political Religion Roger
Griffin, 2013-09-13 9/11 and its aftermath demonstrate the urgent need for political scientists and
historians to unravel the tangled relationship of secular ideologies and organized religions to
political fanaticism. This major new volume uses a series of case studies by world experts to further
our understanding of these complex issues. They examine the connections between fascism, political
religion and totalitarianism by exploring two inter-war fascist regimes, two abortive European
movements, and two post-war American extreme right-wing movements with contrasting religious
components. A highlight of this collection is a fresh article from Emilio Gentile, recently awarded an
international prize for his contributions to our appreciation of the central role played by political
religion in the modern age. This is preceded by an editorial essay by Roger Griffin, one of fascist
studies' most original thinkers. Alongside these contributions the reader is presented with a wealth
of work that redefines the complex concept of 'totalitarian movement' and our understanding of
generic Fascism. Taken as a whole, it comprehensively analyses the links between particular
totalitarian movements and regimes and the concrete historical phenomena produced in the light of
current, radical theories of fascism, totalitarianism and political religion. This book will be of great
interest to all students and scholars of international relations, politics and contemporary history.
This volume was previously published as a special issue of the journal Totalitarian Movements and
Political Religions.

politics and religion discord: Islam and Politics in Indonesia: Freedom of Religion or Belief
and the influence of Islamic actors Tobias Hoheneder, 2018-08-15 In most Islamic societies, freedom
of religion or belief is not a reality for religious minorities. Indonesia, home of the biggest Muslim



population in the world, is a positive exception in this regard. The country was always a role model
for the peaceful co-existence of diverse religious and cultural traditions, but in recent years, Islamic
fundamentalist groups challenge the country’s tolerant and pluralistic identity. This book inquires
the development of freedom of religion or belief from a political, legal and religious perspective. It
analyzes the laws and mechanisms that protect the rights of minorities and traces the role of the
country’s most important Islamic organizations and the influence they have on national
policy-making. It finally points out possible future developments and how the government can
counter the threat of militant Islamism and preserve Indonesia’s tolerant traditions.

politics and religion discord: Secularism, Race, and the Politics of Islamophobia Sharmin
Sadequee, 2025-07-02 Dominant scholarship identifies Islamophobia as a form of racism where race
and religion have become conflated in social structures. These important analyses form a complex
ideological, social, political, and historical construction. However, the authors in this volume argue
that current scholarship does not account for the relationship between secularism and race in social
structures in theorizing Islamophobia. Advocating for a decolonial approach to better theorize the
phenomenon, Secularism, Race, and the Politics of Islamophobia intervenes in this area of
scholarship to call attention to the ways secularism is embedded in and drives the disciplinary
institutions of the State—such as law, political groups, government entities, and bureaucracies—to
authorize racism and the racialization of Muslims and Islam. Highlighting the extent and nature of
contemporary scholarly debates as well as public efforts to counter Islamophobia, the contributors to
this collection address and deepen awareness of its present-day formations in secular neoliberal
societies. Scholars and students from anthropology, sociology, law, political science, and beyond will
benefit from this interdisciplinary study. Contributors: Khaled Al-Qazzaz, Jinan Bastaki, Dustin ].
Byrd, Zeinab Diab, Alain Gabon, Elizabeth Shakman Hurd, Fatimah Jackson-Best, Roshan Arah
Jahangeer, Areesha Khan, Sharmin Sadequee, Saul J. Takahashi, Nakita Valerio. Foreword by Jasmin
Zine.

politics and religion discord: The Political Ideas of Leo Strauss, Updated Edition S.
Drury, 2006-07-10 Now in paperback, this book explores the political thought of Leo Strauss, a
philosopher most noted for playing a key role in neoconservative thought in America. Drury explores
Strauss's thought and its role in American politics, exposing what she argues are the elitist, nearly
authoritarian strains within it and those who follow it.

politics and religion discord: Pragmatic Muslim Politics Andreas Johansson, 2019-04-04
This book analyses and discusses the use of Islamic terms and symbols in the political party Sri
Lanka Muslim Congress (SLMC). It is based on interviews with the leading members of the party
and on analyses of the party’s official documents. It describes the history of Muslims in Sri Lanka,
presents the analytical framework used, and discusses the official documents and narratives of party
members, as well as the details of the Ashraff and Hakeem terms in Parliament. The book provides
knowledge about the state of religion and politics in Sri Lanka, and provides insight into how a
religious political Muslim party functions as a pragmatic rather than fundamentalist movement.
Representing a recent study on the complex relationship between religion and politics, this book
greatly advances our understanding of the power of religion and its effect on both individual lives
and society.

politics and religion discord: T. E. Hulme and the Ideological Politics of Early Modernism
Henry Mead, 2015-08-27 Drawing on a range of archival materials, this book explores the writing
career of the poet, philosopher, art critic, and political commentator T.E. Hulme, a key figure in
British modernism. T.E. Hulme and the Ideological Politics of Early Modernism reveals for the first
time the full extent of Hulme's relationship with New Age, a leading radical journal before the Great
War, focussing particularly on his exchange of ideas with its editor, A.R. Orage. Through a
ground-breaking account of Hulme's reading in continental literature, and his combative exchanges
amongst the bohemian networks of Edwardian London, Mead shows how 'the strange death of
Liberal England' coincided with Hulme's emergence as what T.S. Eliot called 'the forerunner of... the
twentieth century mind'. Tracing his debts to French Symbolism, evolutionary psychology,



Neo-Royalism, and philosophical pragmatism, the book shows how Hulme combined anarchist and
conservative impulses in his journey towards a 'religious attitude'. The result is a nuanced account of
Hulme's ideological politics, complicating the received view of his work as proto-fascist.

politics and religion discord: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature, Science and Art,
1911

politics and religion discord: The ~AOxford Companion to Politics of the World Joel Krieger,
2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication of the first edition of The
Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War world, globalization now
offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater international harmony, but
threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor regions and intensify
environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire wars, epidemics, and
chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and democracy associated
with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and communications.
Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the changing world with a
reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles on the people,
concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition includes
biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on events such as
the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade developments
such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in the Second
Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised. This edition also features a
substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential figures.
Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned these
essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations. The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also
includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.

politics and religion discord: Macmillan's Magazine , 1874

politics and religion discord: Macmillan's Magazine David Masson, George Grove, John
Morley, Mowbray Walter Morris, 1874

politics and religion discord: The Empire of the Czar; Or, Observations on the Social,

Political, and Religious State and Prospects of Russia Astolphe marquis de Custine, 1843
politics and religion discord: An appeal to the commons and citizens of London.

[Followed by] the preface to the Political constitutions, &c Charles Lucas, 1756

politics and religion discord: Theo-Politics? Markus Hofner, 2021-10-25 Using the
theological work of Karl Barth as a resource for present-day inquiry, the contributors in this volume
discuss the complex interconnections between the religious and the political designated by the term
theo-politics. Speaking from various political and cultural contexts (Germany, the United Kingdom,
the United States, Hong Kong, Taiwan, and the People’s Republic of China) and different disciplinary
perspectives (Protestant Theology, Political Sciences, and Sociology), the contributors address
contemporary challenges in relating the religious and the political in Western and Asian societies.
Topics analyzed include the impact of diverse cultural backgrounds on given theo-political
arrangements, theological assessments of political power, the political significance of individual and
communal Christian existence and the place of Christian communities in civil societies. In their
nuanced discussions of these topics, the contributors neither advocate for a privatized, apolitical
understanding of the Christian faith nor for a religious politics seeking to overcome modern




processes of differentiation and secularization. Critically engaging Barth’s theology, they examine
the Christian responsibility in and for the political sphere and reflect on the practice of such
responsibility in Western and Asian contexts.
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