politics and philosophy masters

politics and philosophy masters programs represent a unique interdisciplinary approach to higher
education, combining the rigorous analytical frameworks of philosophy with the practical and theoretical
insights of political science. These master's degrees are designed to deepen students' understanding of
political theories, ethical considerations, and governance structures, fostering critical thinking and complex
problem-solving skills. This article explores the core components of politics and philosophy masters
programs, their academic and professional benefits, admission requirements, and career prospects.
Additionally, it highlights key differences between specialized and joint master's degrees in this field. The
comprehensive overview aims to guide prospective students and professionals interested in advancing
their expertise at the intersection of politics and philosophy. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining
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Overview of Politics and Philosophy Masters Programs

Politics and philosophy masters programs provide a multidisciplinary education that bridges political science
and philosophical inquiry. These programs explore foundational questions about justice, power, governance,
and human rights while engaging with contemporary political issues and theoretical debates. The study
emphasizes both normative and empirical dimensions, allowing students to examine political ideologies,

ethical frameworks, and the philosophical underpinnings of legal and political institutions.

Students enrolled in politics and philosophy masters typically engage with a curriculum that encourages
critical analysis of political texts, ethical theories, and policy implications. The degree is well-suited for
individuals interested in academia, public policy, law, or international relations, equipping them with

advanced research and argumentative skills.



Interdisciplinary Nature

The interdisciplinary nature of politics and philosophy masters programs allows students to integrate
methodologies from both disciplines. Philosophy provides tools for logical reasoning and ethical reflection,
while political science contributes empirical research methods and an understanding of political systems.

This synthesis fosters a comprehensive approach to analyzing complex societal challenges.

Program Formats

Programs may be offered as standalone master's degrees in political philosophy or joint degrees combining
politics and philosophy. Formats vary from full-time on-campus programs to part-time and online options,
catering to diverse student needs. Some universities also offer research-focused master's programs, allowing

students to delve deeper into specialized topics within political theory and philosophy.

Core Curriculum and Academic Focus

The core curriculum in politics and philosophy masters programs is designed to develop a strong foundation
in both political theory and philosophical analysis. Coursework typically covers a broad range of topics that

intersect political and ethical considerations.

Key Subjects Covered

Political Theory and Ideologies: Exploration of classical and contemporary political theories including

liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and feminism.

¢ Ethics and Moral Philosophy: Examination of normative ethics, meta-ethics, and applied ethics as

they relate to political decision-making.

¢ Philosophy of Law and Justice: Study of legal philosophy, theories of justice, and human rights

frameworks.

e Comparative Politics and Global Governance: Analysis of political institutions, international relations,

and global political challenges.

¢ Research Methods in Political Science and Philosophy: Training in qualitative and quantitative

methods, argumentation, and critical thinking.



Thesis and Research Components

Many politics and philosophy masters programs require a thesis or substantial research project, encouraging
students to engage deeply with a specific topic. This component develops independent research skills and

contributes to scholarly discourse in political philosophy.

Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission to politics and philosophy masters programs typically requires a bachelor’s degree in a related
field such as political science, philosophy, or a social science discipline. Programs may also consider

applicants from diverse academic backgrounds if they demonstrate strong analytical and writing skills.

Common Admission Criteria

Academic transcripts showing a strong undergraduate record.

Letters of recommendation from academic or professional references.

A statement of purpose outlining the applicant’s interest and goals in politics and philosophy.

Standardized test scores such as the GRE (if required by the institution).

Proof of English language proficiency for international students (e.g., TOEFL or IELTS).

Application Tips

Prospective students are advised to tailor their statements of purpose to highlight their motivation for
pursuing a combined politics and philosophy degree. Demonstrating familiarity with key thinkers, political
issues, and philosophical debates can enhance candidacy. Additionally, securing strong recommendations

from professors familiar with the applicant’s analytical abilities can be pivotal.

Career Opportunities and Professional Outcomes

A politics and philosophy masters degree prepares graduates for a variety of career paths that require
critical thinking, ethical reasoning, and a profound understanding of political structures. The skill set

acquired is highly valued across multiple sectors.



Potential Career Paths

Public Policy Analyst: Evaluating and developing policies for governmental and non-governmental

organizations.

Political Consultant and Advisor: Providing strategic advice on political campaigns and governance.

Academic and Research Positions: Teaching and conducting research in political theory and

philosophy.

Legal and Ethical Advisory Roles: Working in law firms, human rights organizations, or ethics

committees.

International Relations Specialist: Engaging with diplomatic services or international organizations.

Skills Developed

Graduates gain strong analytical capabilities, persuasive communication skills, ethical judgment, and a
nuanced understanding of political and philosophical concepts. These competencies are critical in leadership,

advocacy, and policy formulation roles.

Benefits of Pursuing a Combined Politics and Philosophy Degree

Combining politics and philosophy in a master’s program offers unique advantages that extend beyond
traditional single-discipline studies. The integrated approach enriches students’ intellectual versatility and

prepares them for complex real-world challenges.

Enhanced Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Studying both disciplines sharpens the ability to critically evaluate arguments, identify assumptions, and
construct coherent positions on controversial issues. This dual perspective fosters intellectual rigor and

adaptability.

Broader Career Flexibility

The interdisciplinary training opens doors to diverse career opportunities in academia, government, non-

profits, and the private sector. Graduates can navigate roles that require ethical sensitivity and political



acumen.

Preparation for Advanced Studies

Politics and philosophy masters programs also serve as a solid foundation for doctoral studies or professional

degrees such as law or public administration, enhancing academic and professional prospects.

Top Universities Offering Politics and Philosophy Masters

Several prestigious universities worldwide offer specialized politics and philosophy masters programs
known for their rigorous curricula and distinguished faculty. These institutions provide students access to

extensive resources and research opportunities.

Notable Programs

University of Cambridge — MPhil in Politics and International Studies with a focus on political

theory.

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) — MSc in Political Theory and Philosophy.

New York University — MA in Politics and Philosophy.

University of Chicago — MA in Political Science with specialization in political philosophy.

e University of Oxford — MSc in Political Theory.

These programs are recognized for their academic excellence and contributions to political and philosophical

scholarship, attracting students from around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key benefits of pursuing a master's degree in politics and
philosophy?

A master's degree in politics and philosophy provides a deep understanding of political theories, ethical



frameworks, and critical thinking skills, preparing graduates for careers in academia, public policy, law, and

international relations.

Which universities offer the best master's programs in politics and
philosophy?

Top universities offering excellent master's programs in politics and philosophy include the London School

of Economics, University of Oxford, University of Cambridge, Harvard University, and the University of

Edinburgh.

‘What career opportunities are available after completing a master's in
politics and philosophy?

Graduates can pursue careers in government, public administration, non-profit organizations, journalism,

academia, political consultancy, and international organizations.

How does a master's in politics and philosophy differ from a general
political science or philosophy degree?

A master's in politics and philosophy uniquely integrates political theory with philosophical inquiry,
emphasizing ethical considerations and critical analysis, unlike general degrees which may focus more

narrowly on either politics or philosophy alone.

‘What are some trending research topics in politics and philosophy
master's programs?

Trending research topics include the ethics of artificial intelligence in governance, democracy and
populism, global justice, political philosophy of climate change, and the role of technology in political

mobilization.

Can a master's in politics and philosophy prepare students for a PhD
program?

Yes, many students use the master's program as a foundation for advanced research, gaining critical

analytical and research skills necessary for pursuing a PhD in political theory, philosophy, or related fields.

‘What skills do students typically develop during a politics and philosophy
master's program?

Students typically develop critical thinking, analytical writing, ethical reasoning, argumentation, research

methodology, and a nuanced understanding of political and philosophical concepts.



Additional Resources

1. The Republic by Plato
This foundational text in Western philosophy explores justice, the ideal state, and the role of the
philosopher-king. Plato uses a dialogue format to examine how societies should be organized and the nature

of human virtue. It remains essential reading for understanding political theory and philosophy.

2. Leviathan by Thomas Hobbes
Hobbes presents a powerful argument for the necessity of a strong central authority to avoid chaos and
violence in society. Written during the English Civil War, the book discusses the social contract and the

nature of human beings in a state of nature. It is a cornerstone of modern political philosophy.

3. On Liberty by John Stuart Mill
Mill advocates for individual freedom and limited government interference as essential to personal and
societal progress. The book addresses the balance between authority and liberty, emphasizing free speech

and individuality. It remains influential in debates about democracy and civil rights.

4. The Social Contract by Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Rousseau explores the concept of popular sovereignty and the legitimacy of political authority derived
from the collective will of the people. He argues that true freedom is found in obedience to laws one has

prescribed for oneself. This work deeply influenced modern democratic thought.

5. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
Tocqueville provides a detailed analysis of American democracy and its social and political institutions. His
observations on equality, individualism, and the potential dangers of majority rule remain relevant to

contemporary political discussions. The book is a classic in political science and philosophy.

6. Critique of Pure Reason by Immanuel Kant
While primarily a work of epistemology, this book lays the groundwork for Kant’s later political
philosophy. It examines the limits and capabilities of human reason, influencing ideas about autonomy,

morality, and governance. Kant’s philosophy is crucial for understanding modern liberal thought.

7. The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli
Machiavelli offers pragmatic advice on political leadership and power dynamics, often separating ethics
from politics. The book is famous for its candid and sometimes controversial view of statecraft and

realpolitik. It remains a key text for students of political strategy and philosophy.

8. A Theory of Justice by John Rawls
Rawls introduces the concept of justice as fairness, proposing principles of justice to structure a well-ordered
society. His use of the "original position" and "veil of ignorance" thought experiments revolutionized

modern political philosophy. The book addresses issues of equality, liberty, and social justice.

9. Capitalism and Freedom by Milton Friedman



Friedman argues that economic freedom is a necessary condition for political freedom, advocating for free-
market policies and limited government intervention. The book explores the relationship between

economic systems and political structures. It remains influential in debates about capitalism and democracy.
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politics and philosophy masters: Masters of Political Science Donatella Campus, Gianfranco
Pasquino, 2009-09-01 For a while now, political science as a discipline has been big enough (in
terms of the number of academics) and analytically mature enough to justify reflections on and
reviews of its achievements. In fact, there is no lack of general handbooks, dictionaries and 'state of
the art' assessments (as well as 'reflective' journals such as the ECPR's own European Political
Science), which are useful in helping us to understand and evaluate where we currently are and
where we might still need to go. The focus of these texts, however, is on particular concepts,
themes, research areas, institutions or behaviour. What they rarely do is indulge in a critical
reflection on the political scientists themselves, especially those who are commonly accepted as
having made the most significant contributions to the growth of their discipline. This book fills an
important gap in the growing reflective literature on the political science discipline: it consists of a
series of 'objective’ profiles of the 'Masters of Political Science', written by political scientists who
have read and studied their work and who are therefore in a position to evaluate the nature of their
contributions. The Masters:Robert Dahl, Anthony Downs, David Easton, S. E. Finer, Samuel P.
Huntington, Juan J. Linz, Seymour Martin Lipset, Giovanni Sartori, Sidney Verba, Aaron
Wildavsky,Hans Morgenthau. Masters of Political Science was originally published in Italian by il
Mulino Publishing House.

politics and philosophy masters: British Qualifications 2020 Kogan Page Editorial,
2019-12-03 Now in its 50th edition, British Qualifications 2020 is the definitive one-volume guide to
every recognized qualification on offer in the United Kingdom. With an equal focus on both academic
and professional vocational studies, this indispensable guide has full details of all institutions and
organizations involved in the provision of further and higher education, making it the essential
reference source for careers advisers, students, and employers. It also contains a comprehensive
and up-to-date description of the structure of further and higher education in the UK, including an
explanation of the most recent education reforms, providing essential context for the qualifications
listed. British Qualifications 2020 is compiled and checked annually to ensure the highest currency
and accuracy of this valuable information. Containing details on the professional vocational
qualifications available from over 350 professional institutions and accrediting bodies, informative
entries for all UK academic universities and colleges, and a full description of the current structural
and legislative framework of academic and vocational education, it is the complete reference for
lifelong learning and continuing professional development in the UK.

politics and philosophy masters: Leo Strauss, The Straussians, and the Study of the
American Regime Kenneth L. Deutsch, John A. Murley, 1999-09-28 Responding to volatile
criticisms frequently leveled at Leo Strauss and those he influenced, the prominent contributors to
this volume demonstrate the profound influence that Strauss and his students have exerted on
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American liberal democracy and contemporary political thought. By stressing the enduring vitality of
classic books and by articulating the theoretical and practical flaws of relativism and historicism, the
contributors argue that Strauss and the Straussians have identified fundamental crises of modernity
and liberal democracy. This book emphasizes the broad range of Strauss's influence, from literary
criticism to constitutional thought, and it denies the existence of a monolithic Straussian political
orthodoxy. Both critics and supporters of Strauss' thought are included. All political theorists
interested in Strauss's extraordinary impact on political thought will want to read this book.

politics and philosophy masters: The ~AOxford Handbook of Politics and Performance Shirin
M. Rai, Milija Gluhovic, Silvija Jestrovic, Michael Saward, 2021-02-19 While political scientists and
political theorists have long been interested in social and political performance, and theatre and
performance researchers have often focused on the political dimensions of the live arts, the
interdisciplinary nature of this labor has typically been assumed rather than rigorously explored.
This volume brings together leading scholars in the fields of Politics and Performance--drawing on
experts across the fields of literature, law, anthropology, sociology, psychology, and media and
communiction, as well as politics and theatre and performance--to map out and deepen the evolving
interdisciplinary engagement. Organized into seven thematic sections, the volume investigates the
relationship between politics and performance to show that certain features of political transactions
shared by performances are fundamental to both disciplines--and that to a large extent they also
share a common communicational base and language.

politics and philosophy masters: Darwinian Natural Right Larry Arnhart, 1998-04-02 This
book shows how Darwinian biology supports an Aristotelian view of ethics as rooted in human
nature. Defending a conception of [[Darwinian natural right[] based on the claim that the good is the
desirable, the author argues that there are at least twenty natural desires that are universal to all
human societies because they are based in human biology. The satisfaction of these natural desires
constitutes a universal standard for judging social practice as either fulfilling or frustrating human
nature, although prudence is required in judging what is best for particular circumstances. The
author studies the familial bonding of parents and children and the conjugal bonding of men and
women as illustrating social behavior that conforms to Darwinian natural right. He also studies
slavery and psychopathy as illustrating social behavior that contradicts Darwinian natural right. He
argues as well that the natural moral sense does not require religious belief, although such belief
can sometimes reinforce the dictates of nature.

politics and philosophy masters: The Dynamics of Masters Literature Wiebke Denecke,
2020-10-26 The importance of the rich corpus of “Masters Literature” that developed in early China
since the fifth century BCE has long been recognized. But just what are these texts? Scholars have
often approached them as philosophy, but these writings have also been studied as literature,
history, and anthropological, religious, and paleographic records. How should we translate these
texts for our times? This book explores these questions through close readings of seven examples of
Masters Literature and asks what proponents of a “Chinese philosophy” gained by creating a
Chinese equivalent of philosophy and what we might gain by approaching these texts through other
disciplines, questions, and concerns. What happens when we remove the accrued disciplinary and
conceptual baggage from the Masters Texts? What neglected problems, concepts, and strategies
come to light? And can those concepts and strategies help us see the history of philosophy in a
different light and engender new approaches to philosophical and intellectual inquiry? By
historicizing the notion of Chinese philosophy, we can, the author contends, answer not only the
question of whether there is a Chinese philosophy but also the more interesting question of the
future of philosophical thought around the world.

politics and philosophy masters: 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook John
T Ishiyama, Marijke Breuning, 2011 Offering full coverage of major subthemes and subfields within
political science this reference handbook includes entries on topics from theory and methodology to
international relations and institutions.

politics and philosophy masters: Handbook of Political Theory Gerald F Gaus, Chandran



Kukathas, 2004-07-15 "This volume combines remarkable coverage and distinguished contributors.
The inclusion of thematic, conceptual, and historical chapters will make it a valuable resource for
scholars as well as students’ - Professor George Klosko, Department of Politics, University of Virginia
This major new Handbook provides a definitive state-of-the-art review to political theory, past and
present. It offers a complete guide to all the main areas and fields of political and philosophical
inquiry today by the world’s leading theorists. The Handbook is divided into five parts which
together serve to illustrate: - the diversity of political theorizing - the substantive theories that
provide an over-aching analysis of the nature/or justification of the state and political life - the
political theories that have been either formulated or resurgent in recent years - the current state of
the central debates within contemporary political theory - the history of western political thought
and its interpretations - traditions in political thought outside a western perspective. The Handbook
of Political Theory marks a benchmark publication at the cutting edge of its field. It is essential
reading for all students and academics of political theory and political philosophy around the world.

politics and philosophy masters: Rousseau Dialogues , 1997

politics and philosophy masters: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000 graduate
programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art history,
conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language & literature,
psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and more.
Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.

politics and philosophy masters: Natural Law and Political Realism in the History of Political
Thought: From the seventeenth to the twenty-first century R. W. Dyson, 2005 Original Scholarly
Monograph

politics and philosophy masters: Cultural Foundations of Political Psychology Paul
Roazen, 2018-02-06 Over the centuries all of the great philosophers made psychology central to
understanding social life. Indeed, the ancient Greeks thought it impossible to conceive of political
life without insight into the human soul. Yet insuffficient professional legitimization attaches to the
central importance of modern depth psychology in understanding politics. Cultural Foundations of
Political Psychology explores the linkages between psychology and politics, focusing on how rival
conceptions of the good life and unspoken moral purposes in the social sciences have led to
sectarian intolerance. Roazen has always approached the history of psychoanalysis with the
conviction that ethical issues are implicit in every clinical encounter. Thus, his opening chapter on
Erich Fromm's exclusion from the International Psychoanalytic Association touches on a host of
political matters, including collaboration as opposed to resistance to Nazi tyranny. Roazen also
brings a public/private perspective to such well-known episodes as the Hiss/Chambers case, the
circumstances of Virginia Woolf's madness and suicide, and the matter of CIA funding of the monthly
Encounter. He deals with the reaction to psychoanalysis on the part of three major
philosophers--Althusser, Wittgenstein, and Buber--and looks at the link between psychology and
politics in the work of such political theorists as Machiavelli, Rousseau, Burke, Tocqueville, Berlin,
and Arendt. A chapter grappling with Vietnam and the Cold War illustrates how political psychology
should be concerned with questions of an ethical or ought character. In examining the social and
psychological bases for political theorizing, Roazen shows how both psychology and politics must
change and redefine their methodologies as a result of their interaction. Roazen concludes with a




chapter on how political psychology must deal with issues posed by changing conceptions of
femininity. This volume is a pioneering exploration of the intersection of psychology and politics.

politics and philosophy masters: History of American Political Thought Bryan-Paul Frost,
Jeffrey Sikkenga, 2003-01-01 Revised and updated, this long-awaited second edition provides a
comprehensive introduction to what the most thoughtful Americans have said about the American
experience from the colonial period to the present. The book examines the political thought of the
most important American statesmen, activists, and writers across era and ideologies, helping
another generation of students, scholars, and citizens to understand more fully the meaning of
America. This new second edition of the book includes new essays on Walt Whitman, Lyndon Baines
Johnson, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. Significant revisions and additions have also been
made to many of the original essays, increasing the breadth and depth of the collection.

politics and philosophy masters: In Need of a Master Dominik Finkelde, Rebekka Klein,
2021-05-10 The volume In Need of a Master: Politics, Theology, and Radical Democracy discusses
how our so-called postmodern age of widespread ideological critique paves the way for reactionary
and conservative political movements. At center stage is the question of whether these movements
can and must be - contrary to widespread beliefs among liberal elites - interpreted both as a
symptom of a political awakening in the horizon of political theology in our era of immanence, as
well as perhaps the perilous end of democracy as we know it. The book brings to the fore political
theology as the hidden agenda of politics and presents at the same time Christian and Jewish
theological traditions as an antidote to a global empire with its often unacknowledged rule of
immanence.

politics and philosophy masters: John Rawls and the History of Political Thought Jeffrey
Bercuson, 2014-05-16 In this book, Jeffrey Bercuson presents the immense, and yet for the most part
unrecognized, influences of Jean-Jacques Rousseau and Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel on John
Rawls, the most important political philosopher of the 20th century. While the well-documented
influence of Immanuel Kant on Rawls is deep and profound, Kantian features and interpretation of
justice as fairness do not tell the whole story about that doctrine. Drawing on Rawls’s Lectures on
the History of Moral Philosophy and his Lectures on the History of Political Philosophy, Bercuson
presents the reader with a more nuanced, accurate account of the moral and political philosophy of
Rawls in light of these under-appreciated influences. This new, richer image of Rawls’s political
philosophy shows that Rawls’s notion of reasonableness - his notion of the kind and extent of our
obligations to those fellows with whom we are engaged in social cooperation - is conspicuously more
demanding, and therefore more attractive, than most interpreters and critics assume. Rawls turns to
Rousseau and to Hegel, both of whom provide attractive images of engaged citizenship worthy of
emulation. Written accessibly, and contributing to key contemporary debates of global justice, this
book will be read by scholars within the fields of social and political theory, ethics, and philosophy.

politics and philosophy masters: Political Science and Political Theory Jessica Kuper,
2019-11-21 First published in 1987. The key issues, concepts and figures relevant to the study of
political science and theory today are covered in this volume, and useful suggestions for further
reading are included. In political science, topics range from the analysis of voting to decision
making; philosophical issues from anarchism through human rights to utopianism; and the
biographies deal with major thinkers such as Arendt, Burke, Hobbes, Marx and Rousseau.

politics and philosophy masters: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts & Social
Sciences 2015 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2014-11-25 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the Humanities,
Arts & Social Sciences 2015 contains details on more than 11,000 graduate programs of study
across all relevant disciplines-including the arts and architecture, communications and media,
psychology and counseling, political science and international affairs, economics, and sociology,
anthropology, archaeology, and more. Informative data profiles include facts and figures on
accreditation, degree requirements, application deadlines and contact information, financial
support, faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured
institutions, offer complete details on specific graduate programs, schools, or departments as well as




information on faculty research. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as
others in the graduate series.

politics and philosophy masters: Reader's Guide to the Social Sciences Jonathan Michie,
2014-02-03 This 2-volume work includes approximately 1,200 entries in A-Z order, critically
reviewing the literature on specific topics from abortion to world systems theory. In addition, nine
major entries cover each of the major disciplines (political economy; management and business;
human geography; politics; sociology; law; psychology; organizational behavior) and the history and
development of the social sciences in a broader sense.

politics and philosophy masters: Bob Dylan Jeffrey Edward Green, 2024 In Bob Dylan:
Prophet Without God, Jeffrey Edward Green defends the idea of Bob Dylan as a modern-day prophet,
albeit a prophet of an unprecedented type. Placing Dylan into conversation with a wide array of
intellectual figures, Green argues that Dylan is not a prophet of salvation, but rather a prophet
without God. Dylan speaks to the ideals that have animated earlier prophets but breaks from past
tradition by testifying to the conflicts between these ideals, leading him to make novel contributions
to the meaning of self-reliance, the quest for rapprochement between the religious and
non-religious, and the problem of how ordinary people might operate in a fallen political world.

politics and philosophy masters: Plato, Aristotle, and the Purpose of Politics Kevin M. Cherry,
2012-04-30 In this book, Kevin M. Cherry compares the views of Plato and Aristotle about the
practice, study and, above all, the purpose of politics. The first scholar to place Aristotle's Politics in
sustained dialogue with Plato's Statesman, Cherry argues that Aristotle rejects the view of politics
advanced by Plato's Eleatic Stranger, contrasting them on topics such as the proper categorization
of regimes, the usefulness and limitations of the rule of law, and the proper understanding of
phronesis. The various differences between their respective political philosophies, however, reflect a
more fundamental difference in how they view the relationship of human beings to the natural world
around them. Reading the Politics in light of the Statesman sheds new light on Aristotle's political
theory and provides a better understanding of Aristotle's criticism of Socrates. Most importantly, it
highlights an enduring and important question: should politics have as its primary purpose the
preservation of life, or should it pursue the higher good of living well?
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