politics ain't beanbag

politics ain't beanbag is an enduring phrase that captures the often harsh and competitive nature
of political life. This expression highlights the reality that politics involves struggle, conflict, and
strategic maneuvering rather than gentle or easy interactions. Understanding the deeper
implications of this phrase provides valuable insight into the challenges politicians face and the
dynamics of power in government. The phrase also serves as a reminder that political engagement
requires resilience, tactical skill, and an acceptance of the sometimes ruthless environment. This
article explores the origins, meanings, and applications of "politics ain't beanbag," examining its
relevance in contemporary political discourse and its impact on political behavior. Readers will gain
a comprehensive understanding of why politics is not for the faint-hearted and how this expression
reflects the realities of governance and political competition.
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Origins and Meaning of "Politics Ain't Beanbag"

The phrase "politics ain't beanbag" originated in the early 20th century as a metaphor to describe
the rough and tumble nature of political contests. Beanbag games are typically soft, safe, and non-
confrontational, making the comparison a way to emphasize that politics is quite the opposite. This
expression succinctly conveys that politics is a serious arena where opponents engage in fierce
competition and where the stakes are often very high. The phrase captures the essence of political
struggle, where actors must navigate conflict, power struggles, and sometimes ruthless tactics to
achieve their goals.

Historical Context of the Phrase

The metaphor likely gained popularity during a period when political battles became increasingly
visible and contentious, reflecting a growing public awareness of the difficulties inherent in political
life. It helped to communicate to the general public that political engagement requires toughness
and cannot be approached as a casual or trivial pursuit. Over time, "politics ain't beanbag" became a
common idiom used by politicians, commentators, and scholars to describe the adversarial nature of
governance and policy-making.



Literal vs. Figurative Interpretation

While the literal meaning refers to the softness of beanbag games, the figurative interpretation
extends to the broader political environment. It suggests that political interactions involve hard-
hitting debates, complex negotiations, and intense rivalries. This figurative meaning remains
relevant, as politics continues to be a domain where resilience, strategy, and endurance are
essential qualities for success.

The Harsh Realities of Political Life

Politics involves much more than public speeches and policy proposals; it encompasses a range of
activities that require dealing with opposition, criticism, and unexpected challenges. The phrase
"politics ain't beanbag" emphasizes the demanding and often unforgiving nature of political life.
Politicians must navigate conflicting interests, manage crises, and maintain their public image while
pursuing legislative or electoral goals.

Conflict and Competition

At its core, politics is about competing interests and power dynamics. Political actors frequently face
opposition not only from rival parties but also from within their own ranks. This environment fosters
a culture of competition where compromise is necessary but not always easily achieved. The
intensity of this competition often results in heated debates, strategic alliances, and sometimes
personal attacks.

Challenges Faced by Politicians

Political figures encounter numerous challenges, including media scrutiny, public opinion shifts, and
the pressure to deliver tangible results. The constant need to balance competing demands can lead
to burnout and ethical dilemmas. The metaphor underscores that politics requires more than just
good intentions; it demands resilience, adaptability, and a thick skin.

Strategic Maneuvering and Political Tactics

The phrase "politics ain't beanbag" also points to the strategic nature of political engagement.
Success in politics often depends on the ability to outmaneuver opponents, build coalitions, and
leverage available resources effectively. Political tactics range from negotiation and persuasion to
more aggressive measures designed to undermine opposition or consolidate power.

Common Political Strategies

¢ Coalition Building: Forming alliances to achieve common goals despite differing interests.

e Negotiation and Compromise: Finding middle ground to pass legislation or maintain



support.

e Public Relations and Messaging: Shaping public opinion to gain electoral or legislative
advantages.

e Legislative Maneuvering: Using procedural rules to advance or block bills.

¢ Opposition Research: Gathering information to challenge or discredit political opponents.

The Role of Power and Influence

Political actors rely on power and influence to achieve their objectives. This may involve leveraging
formal authority, such as holding office, or informal influence, such as media presence or public
support. Understanding the dynamics of power is crucial in a political environment that is anything
but soft or gentle, reinforcing the message that politics is a serious and often ruthless game.

Impact on Political Behavior and Decision-Making

The recognition that "politics ain't beanbag" affects how politicians and stakeholders behave and
make decisions. Awareness of the competitive and confrontational nature of politics encourages
strategic thinking and cautious action. It also influences the ethical considerations and risk
assessments that shape political conduct.

Decision-Making Under Pressure

Political decisions are frequently made under intense pressure and scrutiny. Leaders must weigh the
potential benefits and drawbacks of their actions, anticipating reactions from opponents, allies, and
the public. This environment necessitates a pragmatic approach where idealism is balanced with
realism to navigate complex political landscapes.

Ethical Implications

The adversarial nature of politics raises questions about the ethical boundaries of political behavior.
While some tactics may be necessary for survival in a competitive arena, there is an ongoing debate
about where to draw the line between acceptable strategy and unethical conduct. The phrase
"politics ain't beanbag" reminds observers that politics involves difficult choices that test moral
principles.

The Phrase in Contemporary Political Discourse

Today, "politics ain't beanbag" remains a relevant and frequently cited expression in political
commentary and analysis. It serves as a succinct descriptor of the often contentious and competitive



environment that characterizes modern politics. The phrase is used to explain the behaviors of
political actors and to set expectations about the nature of political engagement.

Usage in Media and Public Dialogue

Journalists and commentators use the phrase to highlight the intensity of political conflicts,
particularly during election seasons or legislative battles. It helps contextualize the adversarial
exchanges and strategic plays that dominate news coverage. The phrase also resonates with the
public, who recognize the challenges politicians face in pursuing their agendas.

Relevance in Modern Governance

As political polarization and partisanship have increased in many countries, the metaphorical
meaning of "politics ain't beanbag" has grown more pronounced. The phrase captures the
heightened stakes and the often aggressive tactics employed in contemporary political arenas. It
underscores the need for political actors to be prepared for a tough and sometimes unforgiving
environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'Politics ain't beanbag' mean?

The phrase 'Politics ain't beanbag' means that politics is a tough, competitive, and often ruthless
arena, not a gentle or easy activity like a game of beanbag.

Where did the phrase 'Politics ain't beanbag' originate?

The phrase originated in the early 20th century in the United States, reflecting the idea that politics
is a hard-fought and sometimes brutal game, unlike the lighthearted game of beanbag.

How is the phrase 'Politics ain't beanbag' used in modern
political discourse?

It is used to emphasize the harsh realities of political competition and to remind people that politics
involves serious conflict, strategy, and sometimes aggressive tactics.

Can 'Politics ain't beanbag' be applied to international
politics?

Yes, the phrase is applicable to international politics as well, where diplomatic negotiations, power
struggles, and conflicts often involve intense and strategic maneuvering.



Why do people say 'Politics ain't beanbag' to newcomers in
politics?

It serves as a caution to newcomers that politics can be challenging and ruthless, requiring
resilience, toughness, and strategic thinking to succeed.

Are there any famous quotes related to 'Politics ain't
beanbag'?

Yes, many politicians and commentators have echoed similar sentiments, such as James Carville's
famous phrase, 'Politics is war without bloodshed,' reflecting the competitive nature implied by
'Politics ain't beanbag.'

How does understanding 'Politics ain't beanbag' help voters?

It helps voters recognize the complexity and seriousness of political processes, encouraging them to
be more informed and critical of political tactics and behaviors.

Is 'Politics ain't beanbag' considered a cynical view of politics?

It can be seen as somewhat cynical because it highlights the harsh and sometimes unpleasant
aspects of political life, rather than idealistic or noble views of governance.

How can politicians balance the toughness implied by 'Politics
ain't beanbag' with ethical behavior?

Politicians can balance this by being firm and strategic while adhering to ethical standards,
promoting transparency, and respecting democratic principles despite the competitive nature of
politics.

Additional Resources

1. Politics Ain't Beanbag by Ralph Nader

This classic political commentary by Ralph Nader delves into the rough and tumble world of
American politics. Nader offers an unvarnished look at the power struggles, ethical dilemmas, and
grassroots activism that shape the political landscape. The book encourages readers to recognize the
seriousness of political engagement and the need for vigilance and persistence.

2. The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

A foundational work in political theory, Machiavelli's *The Prince* explores the nature of power,
leadership, and statecraft. Written during the Renaissance, it provides pragmatic advice to rulers on
maintaining authority, often advocating for cunning and realpolitik over idealism. Its themes remain
influential in understanding political maneuvering today.

3. Rules for Radicals by Saul D. Alinsky
This influential guide on community organizing outlines strategies for grassroots activists seeking
social change. Alinsky emphasizes the importance of practical tactics, building coalitions, and



empowering marginalized groups. The book is a manual for understanding and navigating power
dynamics in political activism.

4. The Art of War by Sun Tzu

Though originally a military treatise, *The Art of War* has been widely applied to political strategy
and leadership. Sun Tzu’s principles on strategy, deception, and adaptability offer timeless insights
into conflict resolution and power struggles. Politicians and strategists often draw on its lessons to
gain advantage in complex political environments.

5. Manufacturing Consent: The Political Economy of the Mass Media by Edward S. Herman and
Noam Chomsky

This critical analysis explores how mass media serves to propagate government and corporate
interests, shaping public opinion to maintain established power structures. Herman and Chomsky
argue that media outlets filter information through various mechanisms that limit dissent and
debate. The book is essential for understanding media influence in modern politics.

6. The Audacity of Hope by Barack Obama

In this memoir and political treatise, former President Barack Obama shares his vision for America
and reflections on his political journey. The book discusses themes of unity, hope, and pragmatic
progress within the often contentious arena of American politics. Obama's insights provide an
insider’s perspective on navigating political challenges with integrity.

7. On Politics: A History of Political Thought from Herodotus to the Present by Alan Ryan

This comprehensive work traces the development of political ideas and philosophies over centuries.
Ryan examines key thinkers and movements that have shaped political theory and practice. The book
offers readers a broad understanding of the intellectual foundations behind modern political
systems.

8. What You Should Know About Politics . . . But Don’t: A Nonpartisan Guide to the Issues That
Matter by Jessamyn Conrad

This accessible guide breaks down complex political issues in a straightforward, unbiased manner.
Conrad covers topics ranging from climate change to economic policy, helping readers become
informed voters. The book encourages critical thinking and engagement in a polarized political
climate.

9. Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville

A seminal study of American political culture and democratic institutions, Tocqueville’s work offers
keen observations on the strengths and potential pitfalls of democracy. His analysis of equality, civic
participation, and the balance of power remains relevant to contemporary political discourse. The
book provides a foundational understanding of American political dynamics.
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politics ain t beanbag: Politics Ain"t Beanbag John Pittenger, 2005-08-31 This lively
self-deprecating memoir traces the author's 45 year evolution from being an idealist, pure and
simple, to being what he describes (borrowing a phrase from JFK) as an idealist without illusions. He
learns the hard way, from experience in a wide variety of governmental and party positions, that
politics ain't beanbag, as Finley Peter Dunne's Mr. Dooley once remarked. The stakes are high, and
most of the actors are motivated chiefly by self-interest. To expect otherwise is naive. But, Pittenger
says, his is not a counsel of despair; an idealist without illusions can have at least a marginal impact
on public life if he or she understands the rules of the game. At the same time, Pittenger's memoir is
a celebration of the satisfactions to be derived from a commitment to public life. His is a plea for
young people, especially, to test the political waters. At a time of widespread disenchantment with
the American political scene, he offers guarded encouragement to those who would follow in his
footsteps, be they Democrats (as he is) or Reublicans.

politics ain t beanbag: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our language is full of
hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's The Quote Verifier
considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it again, Sam, but more
surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as well as the origins of
popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one washes a rented car, and
Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread assumptions about who
said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form, The Quote Verifier also
contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and genres, such as Yogi Berra
and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An invaluable resource for not
just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all who is interested in the
roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating piece of literary sleuthing,
but also a great read.

politics ain t beanbag: Broken Scales Tom Diaz, 2021-10-15 Humans are a species that
classifies. We arrange the flow of the things and events that we see and experience, place them into
categories, and erect boundaries around those categories. Among the boundaries that we erect are
those that we put around groups of “other” human beings. The evil side of human classification of
other human beings is that we sometimes create false categories of other people, as is often the case
in racial, ethnic, and religious stereotypes. This unmindful creation of empty categories of human
characteristics is what happened during two periods crucial to the construction of race in America.
This is racism. The United States is in a period of deep cultural flux and conflict, much of it seen
through the lens of race. Tom Diaz proposes that the everyday actions of ordinary people, in the
context of extreme political and cultural polarization, distort the criminal justice system and betray
the lofty ideals expressed in American founding documents and centuries of Anglo-American
articulations of basic human rights. These everyday actions range across a spectrum from the armed
intervention of private citizens in the forms of individual action, neighborhood watches, and citizen’s
arrests, to the expectations imposed on law enforcement, in particular, and the criminal justice
system in general.

politics ain t beanbag: How Policies Make Interest Groups Michael T. Hartney, 2022-09-28
A critical, revelatory examination of teachers unions' rise and influence in American politics. As most
American labor organizations struggle for survival and relevance in the twenty-first century,
teachers unions appear to be an exception. Despite being all but nonexistent until the 1960s, these
unions are maintaining members, assets—and political influence. As the COVID-19 epidemic has
illustrated, today’s teachers unions are something greater than mere labor organizations: they are
primary influencers of American education policy. How Policies Make Interest Groups examines the
rise of these unions to their current place of influence in American politics. Michael Hartney details
how state and local governments adopted a new system of labor relations that subsidized—and in
turn, strengthened—the power of teachers unions as interest groups in American politics. In doing
so, governments created a force in American politics: an entrenched, subsidized machine for



membership recruitment, political fundraising, and electoral mobilization efforts that have informed
elections and policymaking ever since. Backed by original quantitative research from across the
American educational landscape, Hartney shows how American education policymaking and labor
relations have combined to create some of the very voter blocs to which it currently answers. How
Policies Make Interest Groups is trenchant, essential reading for anyone seeking to understand why
some voices in American politics mean more than others.

politics ain t beanbag: Reclaiming Hope Michael R. Wear, 2017-01-17 Now with a new
afterword from the author. An important and extremely timely book...Get it, read it, and talk to
others about it. --Timothy Keller In this unvarnished account of faith inside the world’s most
powerful office, Michael Wear provides unprecedented insight into the highs and lows of working as
a Christian in government. Reclaiming Hope is an insider’s view of the most controversial episodes
of the Obama administration, from the president’s change of position on gay marriage and the
transformation of religious freedom into a partisan idea, to the administration’s failure to find
common ground on abortion and the bitter controversy over who would give the benediction at the
2012 inauguration. The book is also a passionate call for faith in the public square, particularly for
Christians to see politics as a means of loving one’s neighbor and of pursuing justice for all.
Engrossing, illuminating, and at time provocative, Reclaiming Hope changes the way we think about
the relationship of politics and faith. A pre-Trump book with serious questions for our politics in the
age of Trump...More necessary than ever before. -- Sojourners Should be read by Democrats and
Republicans, liberals and conservatives, and all who are concerned by the state of our politics.”
--Kirsten Powers, USA Today columnist and CNN political analyst Reclaiming Hope will certainly
give you a fresh perspective on politics--but, more importantly, it may also give you a fresh
perspective on faith.”--Andy Stanley, senior pastor of North Point Ministries An important and
extremely timely book...Get it, read it, and talk to others about it. --Timothy Keller, author of Reason
for God An important contribution in this age of religious and political polarization. --].D. Vance,
author of Hillbilly Elegy A lifeline for these times. --Ann Voskamp, author of One Thousand Gifts and
The Broken Way “We can hope, and this book can help us.” --Russell Moore, president of the Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

politics ain t beanbag: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1970 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

politics ain t beanbag: Free Speech and False Speech Robert N. Spicer, 2018-03-20 This book
examines the history of the legal discourse around political falsehood and its future in the wake of
the 2012 US Supreme Court decision in US v. Alvarez through communication law, political
philosophy, and communication theory perspectives. As US v. Alvarez confirmed First Amendment
protection for lies, Robert N. Spicer addresses how the ramifications of that decision function by
looking at statutory and judicial handling of First Amendment protection for political deception.
[llustrating how commercial speech is regulated but political speech is not, Spicer evaluates the role
of deception in politics and its consequences for democracy in a contemporary political environment
where political personalities, partisan media, and dark money donors bend the truth and abuse the
virtue of free expression.

politics ain t beanbag: House on Fire David N. Cicilline, 2022-08-30 Congressman David
Cicilline offers his provocative takes on Republicans, Democrats, and the world of politics in the
wake of Donald Trump. The rioters were still in the Capitol, shattering the door to the House
Chamber and bellowing “Hang Mike Pence,” when David Cicilline, safely locked inside his office,
began writing the articles of impeachment that would lead to Donald Trump’s second Senate trial.
He helped prosecute the case, earning admiration from his fellow progressives and a national
following. But by summer he would be calling out some of those same colleagues for caving to



special interests and attempting to block his plan to rein in the Big Tech companies like Facebook
and Google. Beyond sounding an alarm, House on Fire identifies the key threat to our
democracy—that the GOP has become a Trumpist authoritarian cult—and outlines how we fight
back. A response that must include both citizen opposition and practical reforms, including an end to
the Senate filibuster, discarding the Electoral College, expanding the Supreme Court, and requiring
that justices adhere to a code of ethics. Cicilline actually believes in politics and the system. He used
them both to deliver for the people in a once-corrupt city he ran as mayor and in Washington, where
he has risen to help lead the Democratic Party in Congress. In HOUSE ON FIRE, Cicilline spares no
one from criticism as he argues for a politics that produces results and warns that without it Trump,
or someone worse, will take power in 2024 and make us wish for the days when the only thing we
complained about was gridlock.

politics ain t beanbag: Chicago in 50 Objects Chicago in 50 Objects, 2021 When investigating
the mysteries of Chicago's past, it's helpful to examine the physical evidence. From a fiddle played
by a Chicago pioneer and a jersey worn by Michael Jordan to a relic of the Great Chicago Fire and
the guns used in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre, these talismans chronicle the city's tragedies and
triumphs. Some heirlooms shed new light on familiar figures like Louis Sullivan, while others
commemorate the contributions of less heralded visionaries like Frances Glessner Lee. Joseph
Gustaitis explores Chicago's history through fifty carefully chosen objects, a collection that includes
stockyard knives, the world's first portable radio and Nelson Algren's typewriter.--Provided by
publisher.

politics ain t beanbag: Critical Perspectives on Minors Playing High-Contact Sports John A.
Torres, 2016-12-15 Playing team sports has many benefits, and yet high-contact sports such as
football and rugby have also been linked to serious injuries, including concussions, and a higher risk
of dementia, depression, and Parkinson[Js disease. How can we weigh the potential benefits of
contact sports with their potentially serious risks? This text provides primary source evidence from
doctors, scientists, and experts in the field of sports medicine, as well as ordinary people[]s
viewpoints, in order to help students reach their own conclusions about the risks related to
high-contact sports.

politics ain t beanbag: One Nation Undecided Peter H. Schuck, 2019-08-06 At a time of deep
social and political division, along comes a much-needed book to steer us toward solutions to five
very difficult national problems. There could be no better guide for this endeavor than Peter Schuck,
one of the clearest and most thoughtful legal and policy scholars of this or any generation.--Robert
E. Litan, author of Trillion Dollar Economists.s.

politics ain t beanbag: Thinking about Thinking Thomas Christ, 2023-08-09 In Thinking
About Thinking: America's Yeomanry & Cognoscenti, Thomas W. Christ offers a profound
sociological analysis of America's deepening ideological divide. Drawing on the works of Karl Marx,
Peter Berger, Karl Mannheim, and David Riesman, Christ introduces a compelling framework that
explains how technological and economic changes have transformed American society into two
distinct sectors: the yeomanry and the cognoscenti. The yeomanry—primarily those working in
traditional organizations and occupations—stand in stark contrast to the cognoscenti—those
embedded within formal organizations and information economies. Christ meticulously traces how
these divergent life experiences produce fundamentally different worldviews, explaining not just
what Americans believe, but why they believe it. From the rise of Donald Trump to debates about
race, gender, and equality, Christ illuminates how our ideological positions function as badges of
group affiliation rather than products of rational deliberation. Most importantly, he offers pathways
toward bridging this divide through the cultivation of evidence-based thinking and mutual
understanding. Neither a conservative polemic nor a progressive manifesto, this book instead
provides readers with an analytical framework to make sense of our fractured political landscape. By
understanding the socioeconomic roots of our ideological differences, Christ argues, we can develop
the empathy and insight needed to preserve American democracy in perilous times. If you enjoyed
The Big Sort by Bill Bishop, Strangers in Their Own Land by Arlie Russell Hochschild, and Why



We're Polarized by Ezra Klein, you'll love Thinking About Thinking: America's Yeomanry &
Cognoscenti.

politics ain t beanbag: Congress And The Decline Of Public Trust Joseph Cooper,
2018-03-05 Since the late 1960s, trust in government has fallen precipitously. The nine essays
composing this volume detail the present character of distrust, analyze its causes, assess the
dangers it poses, and suggest remedies. The focus is on trust in the Congress. The contributors also
examine patterns of trust in societal institutions and the presidency, especially in light of the Clinton
impeachment controversy. Among the themes the book highlights are the impacts of present
patterns of politics, the consequences of public misunderstanding of democratic politics, the
significance of poll data, and the need for reform in campaign finance, media practices, and civic
education.

politics ain t beanbag: Extending Equal Employment Opportunity Law to Congress
Christopher George Bell, United States Commission on Civil Rights, 1980

politics ain t beanbag: The Nationals Past Times James C. Roberts, 2005-04 With a new
chapter in the history of baseball currently being written in Washington, DC, every fan ought to
know about history of baseball in the nation s capital. This book examines the unique relationship
between presidents and baseball, the long and intense rivalry of the congressional baseball, and the
Washington Senators.

politics ain t beanbag: Congressional Civil Rights Bills United States. Congress. Senate.
Committee on Governmental Affairs, 1990

politics ain t beanbag: The Myth of Russian Collusion Roger Stone, 2019-02-19 For the first
time in paperback, New York Times best-selling author Roger Stone’s insider tell-all about the
presidential campaign that shocked the world. This consummate political strategist continues to be
front page news and has updated the book to respond to Robert Mueller’s charges. Two years ago,
Roger Stone, a New York Times bestselling author, longtime political adviser and friend to Donald
Trump, and consummate Republican strategist, gave us Making of the President 2016—the first
in-depth examination of how Trump’s campaign delivered the biggest presidential election upset in
history. But since then, the Deep State political establishment has worked tirelessly to undo those
results. The Myth of Russian Collusion adds to and updates Stone’s initial work to set the record
straight. Trump’s election win was a resounding repudiation of the failed leadership of both parties.
The American people wanted something new, and President Trump has delivered: his tax cuts and
regulatory rollbacks have given us the strongest economy in American history, he is relentless in his
efforts to protect American citizens, and he refuses to do business as usual. But America’s ruling
elite and liberal media, feeling threatened, have conspired to create the biggest witch hunt in our
country’s history. The phony narrative that Trump was in cahoots with Vladimir Putin, Mueller’s
charges that Roger Stone knew about the Wikileaks emails before release—all is debunked here.
With a new introduction that responds to the Mueller investigation, The Myth of Russian Collusion is
the true story of the Trump campaign that the establishment doesn’t want you to believe.

politics ain t beanbag: The Killer in the Attic John Stark Bellamy II, 2002-07-01 “Fascinating
and yes entertaining ... often in a bizarre way that leaves the reader feeling guilty for being so
entertained.” — Medina County Gazette The fourth volume in John Stark Bellamy’s classic Cleveland
crime and disaster series features 26 more gruesome, horrible, tragic, and despicable—but
true—tales, including: * Love-crazed Clark Hill, who warmed up his teenage girlfriend with an
overdose of Spanish Fly in her milk shake; ¢ The chilling Cuyahoga River scow disaster, in which 16
clinging, drowning men fought so desperately to stay afloat that they dragged each other to the dark
bottom of the river; * Doomed workmen Patrick Toolis and Patrick Cleary, buried alive in the very
concrete that became Cleveland’s celebrated Terminal Tower; ¢ Not-so-friendly Dorothy Kaplan, who
deposited shards of glass in her neighbors’ milk in hopes of helping slow the “noisy” couple down a
bit; « Mafia legend Shondor Birns, whose high-profile life of crime came to an explosive end when he
started up his Lincoln Continental one fine day; And other detailed and compelling accounts of the
unspeakable.



politics ain t beanbag: Budget Committee Mid-session Hearings Fiscal Year 2014 United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Budget, 2013

politics ain t beanbag: Back Roads and Better Angels Francis S. Barry, 2025-05-06 Bringing
together two of America’s unifying loves — road trips and Abraham Lincoln — Frank Barry takes
readers on a thought-provoking journey into the heart of our democracy and the soul of our country
“Barry probes the American soul, finding its biases, but also, nurtured by its complicated past, our
better angels — with an opportunity to move forward.” — Ken Burns A year into his marriage and
having never driven an RV, Frank and his wife Laurel set out from New York City in a Winnebago to
drive the nation’s first transcontinental route, the Lincoln Highway, which zigzags through small
towns and big cities from Times Square to San Francisco. Using the spirit of Abraham Lincoln to
guide them across the land, they hope to see more clearly what holds the country together — and
how we can keep it together, even amidst political divisions have grown increasingly rancorous,
bitter, and exhausting. Along the way, Frank and Laurel meet Americans whose personal
experiences help humanize the nation’s divisions, and they encounter historical figures and events
whose legacies are still shaping our sense of national identity and the struggles over it. This
unforgettable journey is full of what makes any great road trip memorable and enjoyable: music,
conversation, and laughter. By the end, readers will have a clearer picture of how we have arrived at
a period that carries echoes of the Civil War era, and — using Lincoln as a guide — where the path
forward lies.
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