political science ucla major

political science ucla major offers students a comprehensive and rigorous
education in the study of politics, government systems, public policy, and
international relations. As one of the premier programs in the nation, UCLA’s
political science major provides a rich curriculum that combines theoretical
foundations with practical applications. Students gain a deep understanding
of political behavior, institutional analysis, and global political dynamics,
preparing them for diverse career paths in government, law, academia, and
beyond. This article explores the key aspects of the political science UCLA
major, including program structure, academic opportunities, faculty
expertise, and career outcomes. Additionally, it highlights the unique
resources and extracurricular activities available to students pursuing this
major at UCLA.
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Overview of the Political Science UCLA Major

The political science UCLA major is designed to provide a thorough
understanding of political systems, theories, and practices at local,
national, and international levels. The program emphasizes critical thinking,
analytical skills, and empirical research methods, enabling students to
analyze complex political phenomena. UCLA’s Department of Political Science
is recognized for its interdisciplinary approach, integrating insights from
economics, sociology, history, and law. This broad perspective helps students
appreciate the multifaceted nature of political issues and develop well-
rounded expertise.

Students enrolled in the political science UCLA major engage with a wide
range of subjects, including comparative politics, American government,
political theory, public policy, and international relations. The program
also encourages students to explore specialized topics such as political
economy, human rights, and environmental politics. Overall, the major equips
students with the knowledge and skills necessary to understand and influence
political processes in a rapidly changing world.



Curriculum and Academic Requirements

The curriculum of the political science UCLA major is carefully structured to
balance foundational coursework with advanced study and research. Students
must complete a set of core courses covering essential political science
concepts and methodologies, followed by upper-division electives that allow
for specialization.

Core Courses

Core courses provide students with a solid grounding in the discipline’s
fundamental areas. Topics typically include:

e Introduction to American Politics

Comparative Politics

Political Theory

International Relations

Research Methods in Political Science

These courses emphasize both theoretical frameworks and empirical analysis,
helping students develop critical skills in evaluation and argumentation.

Electives and Specializations

Beyond the core, students choose from a variety of electives that allow them
to tailor their studies according to their interests and career goals.
Popular specializations include:

Public Policy and Administration

Political Economy

Global Politics and Security

Environmental Politics

Human Rights and Social Justice

Students are encouraged to engage in independent research projects or honors
theses to deepen their expertise and prepare for graduate studies or
professional careers.



Faculty and Research Opportunities

The political science UCLA major benefits from a distinguished faculty known
for their scholarly contributions and dedication to teaching. Professors are
active researchers who frequently publish in top academic journals and
participate in policy debates. Their expertise spans a wide array of
political science subfields, providing students with access to cutting-edge
knowledge and mentorship.

Faculty Expertise

UCLA’'s political science faculty includes experts in areas such as:

e Comparative political institutions

International security and diplomacy

Political behavior and public opinion

Law and constitutional studies

Political economy and development

This diversity allows students to learn from specialists who bring unique
perspectives and research experiences into the classroom.

Undergraduate Research

Students majoring in political science at UCLA have numerous opportunities to
engage in research alongside faculty members. The department supports
undergraduate involvement through:

Research assistant positions

Independent study projects

Participation in academic conferences and workshops

Access to research centers and institutes affiliated with UCLA

These experiences are invaluable for developing analytical skills and
preparing for advanced academic or professional pursuits.

Career Prospects and Alumni Success

The political science UCLA major offers strong career preparation for a
variety of fields including government, law, public policy, international



organizations, journalism, and nonprofit sectors. Graduates possess critical
thinking abilities, research competence, and communication skills highly
valued by employers.

Career Paths

Common career trajectories for political science UCLA majors include:

1. Policy analyst or advisor in government agencies
2. Legislative assistant or political consultant

3. International affairs specialist or diplomat

4. Legal professional or law school candidate

5. Journalist or media analyst specializing in politics

(o))

. Nonprofit organization manager or advocate

The versatile skill set acquired through the major equips graduates to adapt
to diverse professional environments.

Alumni Network

UCLA's extensive alumni network includes influential leaders in politics,
academia, and industry. This network provides current students and recent
graduates with valuable connections, internship opportunities, and career
guidance. The department frequently hosts events and panels featuring
successful alumni, enhancing students’ professional development.

Extracurricular Activities and Student
Resources

Beyond academics, the political science UCLA major offers numerous
extracurricular activities that enrich the student experience. These
opportunities foster community engagement, leadership skills, and practical
application of classroom knowledge.

Student Organizations

Several student-run organizations complement the political science UCLA major
by providing forums for discussion, debate, and activism. Examples include:

e UCLA Political Science Student Association

e Model United Nations Club



e Debate Society

e Public Policy and Advocacy Groups

Participation in these groups allows students to build networks and gain
hands-on experience in political processes.

Academic and Career Support

The department offers robust advising services, internship placement
assistance, and workshops on resume writing and interview preparation.
Additionally, UCLA’s career center provides tailored resources for political
science majors, including job fairs and employer networking events. These
supports help students transition smoothly from academic life to professional
careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core subjects covered in the Political
Science major at UCLA?

The Political Science major at UCLA covers core subjects such as American
politics, comparative politics, international relations, political theory,
and research methods.

How competitive is admission to the Political
Science major at UCLA?

Admission to the Political Science major at UCLA is moderately competitive,
with students needing strong academic records and a demonstrated interest in
political science to declare the major.

What career opportunities are available for UCLA
Political Science majors?

Political Science majors from UCLA can pursue careers in government, Llaw,
public policy, international organizations, non-profits, journalism, and
academia.

Are there opportunities for undergraduate research
in UCLA's Political Science program?

Yes, UCLA offers various opportunities for undergraduate research in
Political Science, including working with faculty on projects and
participating in research seminars and honors theses.



Does UCLA's Political Science department offer study
abroad programs?

UCLA's Political Science department encourages study abroad and provides
resources for students to participate in international programs that
complement their political science studies.

What are the requirements to graduate with a
Political Science major at UCLA?

To graduate with a Political Science major at UCLA, students must complete a
set number of upper-division courses in political science, including core
classes and electives, maintain a minimum GPA, and fulfill general education
requirements.

Can Political Science majors at UCLA combine their
studies with other disciplines?

Yes, UCLA encourages interdisciplinary study, and Political Science majors
often combine their major with minors or double majors in fields like
Economics, History, Sociology, or International Development Studies.

Additional Resources

1. The Logic of American Politics

This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the institutions,
processes, and behaviors that shape American politics. It emphasizes the role
of political institutions and the strategic behavior of individuals within
the political system. Ideal for UCLA political science majors, it blends
theory with real-world examples and current events.

2. Comparative Politics: Structures and Choices

Focusing on the comparative method, this book explores different political
systems around the world and analyzes how institutional arrangements affect
political outcomes. It encourages critical thinking about governance,
democratization, and political culture. The text is well-suited for students
seeking to understand global political dynamics.

3. International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies

This book offers a broad overview of international relations theories and key
global issues, including security, diplomacy, and international
organizations. It presents competing perspectives and debates that shape
world politics. UCLA political science students will find it essential for
understanding the complexities of global affairs.

4. Political Economy: Institutions, Competition, and Representation
Exploring the intersection of economics and politics, this book examines how
political institutions influence economic policies and outcomes. It covers



topics like public choice, regulation, and the role of interest groups. The
text is valuable for students interested in the economic aspects of political
science.

5. Democracy and Its Critics

This classic work delves into the theory and practice of democracy,
addressing its strengths and challenges. It discusses different models of
democracy and critiques from various ideological perspectives. UCLA majors
will appreciate its deep theoretical insights and relevance to contemporary
political debates.

6. Race, Ethnicity, and Politics in America

This book analyzes the role of race and ethnicity in shaping American
political behavior and public policy. It covers historical and contemporary
issues, including voting rights, representation, and social movements. It is
particularly relevant for students interested in identity politics and social
justice.

7. Public Policy: Politics, Analysis, and Alternatives

Offering a detailed look at the policymaking process, this book guides
readers through the stages of policy formulation, implementation, and
evaluation. It integrates political analysis with practical case studies,
helping students understand how policies impact society. UCLA political
science majors gain tools for analyzing real-world policy challenges.

8. Authoritarianism and Democratization

This book explores the causes and consequences of authoritarian regimes and
the processes of democratization worldwide. It examines political repression,
regime change, and the role of civil society. The text provides critical
insights for students studying regime types and political transitions.

9. Political Communication and Media

Focusing on the relationship between politics and media, this book
investigates how information is disseminated and influences public opinion.
It covers topics such as media bias, campaign communication, and the digital
age's impact on politics. UCLA students will find it essential for
understanding the modern political landscape.
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to the 331 Most Interesting Colleges 2005 is a must-read reference for every college-bound student.

political science ucla major: Political Development and the New Realism in Sub-Saharan
Africa David Ernest Apter, Carl Gustav Rosberg, 1994 Since the 1950s David Apter and Carl
Rosenberg have been among the leading American scholars in African Studies. In this volume they,
along with other major specialists in the field, explore the new configurations of African politics.
With tentative efforts at a revival of democracy now taking place, it seems appropriate to reasses the
theoretical debates ad empirical themes that have characterized postwar Sub-Saharan African
politics. Focusing on new realism that has emerged among Africanists since the dismantling of
colonial rule, the essays are presented as a corrective both to the initial euphoria informing African
studies and to the later tendency to place blame for all Africa's political and economic difficulties on
the receding specter of colonial oppression.

political science ucla major: The Best 376 Colleges Robert Franek, Laura Braswell, Princeton
Review (Firm), Seamus Mullarkey, 2011-08-02 Featuring candid feedback from more than 122,000
students from across the country, this guide to the best 376 colleges includes bonus financial aid
ratings.

political science ucla major: UCLA Summer Sessions University of California, Los Angeles,
1918

political science ucla major: Toward a More Perfect Rebellion Josslyn Jeanine Luckett,
2025-04-29 Toward a More Perfect Rebellion tells the riveting story of the socially engaged
filmmakers of color who studied in the Ethno-Communications Program at the University of
California, Los Angeles, between 1969 and 1973. While the program is best known for training the
trailblazing group of Black directors known as the L.A. Rebellion, this book also includes the radical
Asian American, Chicana/o, and Native American filmmakers who collaborated alongside their Black
classmates to create one of the most expansive and groundbreaking bodies of work of any US
university cohort. Through extensive interviews with the filmmakers and cross-racial analysis of
their collective filmography, Josslyn Jeanine Luckett sheds light on a largely untold history of media
activists working outside Hollywood yet firmly rooted in Los Angeles, aiming their cameras with
urgency and tenderness to capture their communities' stories of power, struggle, and
improvisational brilliance.

political science ucla major: Hanna Fenichel Pitkin Dean Mathiowetz, 2016-05-26 Hanna
Fenichel Pitkin has made key contributions to the field of political philosophy, pushing forward and
clarifying the ways that political theorists think about action as the exercise of political freedom. In
so doing, she has offered insightful studies of the problems of modern politics that theorists are
called to address, and has addressed them herself in a range of theoretical genres.. This collection of
her works approaches each of these dimensions of Pitkin’s contributions in turn: The Modern
Condition and the Impetus to Theorize: Pitkin has offered sustained reflection on what aspects of
modern political life prompt the impulse to theorize politics. Highlighting the pitfalls that modern
life and philosophy also present for that enterprise, she suggests an agenda for political theorizing
that engages the dilemmas of modernity in ways that grasp the importance of paradox as a portal of
insight into the modern condition, and eschews attempts at easy resolution. Moral Philosophy,
Judgment, Justice: Pitkin has turned at several points in her career to the concept of justice as one
that particularly brings together questions of agency and responsibility, the insights of moral
philosophy, and judgment. Drawing upon a variety of methodological resources and theoretical
inspirations, her work engages ordinary language philosophy, pedagogical practice, and textual
study, to yield a complex and subtle set of observations, all of which open moral philosophy and
matters of judgment to questions of action and responsibility in the exercise of political freedom.
Action: Political agency and its obstacles are a key theme in Pitkin’s work and a main area of her
theoretical innovation. She has examined the appeal of autonomy as a picture of political agency,
explored the ways that the institutional arrangements of modern liberal societies attempt to link of
individual and political agency and offered a picture of political freedom as maintaining the tension
between individual parts and collective wholes, Finally, Pitkin has meditated on the political and




social conditions that most impede our ability to grasp agency as a practice of political freedom, and
gestured to paths that may lead forward.

political science ucla major: The Best 387 Colleges, 2022 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, 2021-08-31 Make sure you're preparing with the most up-to-date materials! Look for The
Princeton Review’s newest edition of this book, The Best 388 Colleges, 2023 Edition (ISBN:
9780593450963, on-sale August 2022). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.

political science ucla major: The Insider's Guide to the Colleges, 2009 Yale Daily News,
2008-06-24 The comprehensive college guide is written by students who know firsthand what makes
or breaks the undergraduate experience. This work goes past admissions requirements to get to the
stuff that matters most to students: dorm life, sports, dating, and, of course, food.

political science ucla major: The Best 390 Colleges, 2025 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, David Soto, Stephen Koch, Aaron Riccio, 2024-08-27 As seen on the TODAY Show on NBC!
NO ONE KNOWS COLLEGES LIKE THE PRINCETON REVIEW. This comprehensive guide to the
nation's best colleges provides in-depth profiles on schools, best-of lists by interest, and tons of
helpful student-driven details that will help you or your student choose their best-fit colleges! The
Princeton Review's college rankings started in 1992 with surveys from 30,000 students. Over 30
years and more than a million student surveys later, we stand by our claim that there is no single
“best” college, only the best college for you... and that this is the book that will help you find it!
STRAIGHT FROM STUDENTS TO YOU - 390 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from
160,000+ students, covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid - Insights on
unique college character, social scene, and more - Direct quotes from students about their school’s
professors, campus culture, career services, and more RANKING LISTS & RATING SCORES - Lists
of the top 25 colleges in 50 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life,
facilities, and much more - Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life
DETAILED ADMISSIONS INFORMATION - The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores,
tuition, and average indebtedness - Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and
application deadlines at each school Plus! Free access to 2 full-length practice tests online (1 SAT
and 1 ACT) to help you prep for the important admissions-exams part of your admissions journey.

political science ucla major: The Best 389 Colleges, 2024 The Princeton Review, Robert
Franek, David Soto, Stephen Koch, Aaron Riccio, Laura Rose, 2023-08-15 NO ONE KNOWS
COLLEGES LIKE THE PRINCETON REVIEW! This comprehensive guide to the nation's best colleges
provides in-depth profiles on schools, best-of lists by interest, and tons of helpful student-driven
details that will help you or your student choose their best-fit colleges! The Princeton Review's
college rankings started in 1992 with surveys from 30,000 students. Over 30 years and more than a
million student surveys later, we stand by our claim that there is no single “best” college, only the
best college for you... and that this is the book that will help you find it! STRAIGHT FROM
STUDENTS TO YOU - 389 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from 165,000 students,
covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid - Insights on unique college
character, social scene, and more - Direct quotes from students about their school’s professors,
campus culture, career services, and more RANKING LISTS & RATINGS SCORES - Lists of the top
25 colleges in 50 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life, facilities, and
much more - Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life DETAILED
ADMISSIONS INFORMATION - The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores, tuition,
and average indebtedness - Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and
application deadlines at each school Plus! Free access to 2 full-length practice tests online (1 SAT
and 1 ACT) to help you prep for the important admissions-exams part of your admissions journey.

political science ucla major: The Best Value Colleges 2013 Robert Franek, Laura Braswell,
Princeton Review, David Soto, 2013-02-05 Looks at one hundred fifty colleges and universities
across the country that provide superb academic studies, top-notch facilities, and other excellent



features for a lot less money than the other schools.

political science ucla major: The Best 385 Colleges, 2020 Edition The Princeton Review,
Robert Franek, 2019-09-24 Make sure you're preparing with the most up-to-date materials! Look for
The Princeton Review’s newest edition of this book, The Best 386 Colleges, 2021 Edition (ISBN:
9780525569725, on-sale August 2020). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party
sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to
online tests or materials included with the original product.

political science ucla major: Elinor Ostrom Vlad Tarko, 2016-12-15 Elinor Ostrom was the
first woman to win the Nobel Prize in economics. She has been at the forefront of New Institutional
Economics and Public Choice revolutions, discovering surprising ways in which communities around
the world have succeed in solving difficult collective problems. She first rose to prominence by
studying the police in metropolitan areas in the United States, and showing that, contrary to the
prevailing view at the time, community policing and smaller departments worked better than
centralized and large police departments. Together with her husband, Vincent, they have set up the
Bloomington Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis, which has grown into a global
network of scholars and practitioners. Throughout her career, she was interested in studying
ecological problems, and understanding how people manage communal properties. Her most famous
discovery is that communities often find ingenious ways of escaping the “tragedy of the commons”.
Analysing a wide-variety of successes and failures, and working together with many other scholars,
she was able to uncover a series of institutional “design principles”: a set of criteria which, if
followed, societies are more likely to be productive and resilient to shocks. Some of her most
important theoretical insights, about polycentricity and institutional evolution, arose from this
synthesizing effort. Furthermore, this led her to develop a framework for the study of the
relationship between societies and their natural environment which brought institutional insights
into the field of environmental studies.

political science ucla major: The Best 381 Colleges, 2017 Edition Princeton Review,
2016-10-11 CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF HELPING STUDENTS SELECT THE PERFECT COLLEGE!
The Princeton Review started publishing The Best Colleges in 1992 with surveys from 30,000
students. A quarter-century and more than a million student surveys later, we stand by our claim
that there is no single “best” college, only the best college for you... and that this is the book that
will help you find it! What Makes THE BEST 381 COLLEGES the Most Popular College Guide?
DIRECTLY FROM STUDENTS TO YOU - 381 in-depth school profiles based on candid feedback from
143,000 students, covering academics, administration, campus life, and financial aid - Insights on
unique college character, social scene, and more RANKING LISTS & RATINGS SCORES - Lists of the
top 20 colleges in 62 categories based on students' opinions of academics, campus life, facilities, and
much more - Ratings for every school on Financial Aid, Selectivity, and Quality of Life - Bonus list of
the 200 best-value schools featured in Colleges That Pay You Back DETAILED ADMISSIONS
INFORMATION - The Inside Word on competitive applications, test scores, tuition, and average
indebtedness - Comprehensive information on selectivity, freshman profiles, and application
deadlines at each school What the media is saying about The Best 381 Colleges from The Princeton
Review: “The most efficient of the college guidebooks. Has entertaining profiles larded with quotes
from students.”-Rolling Stone “The offbeat indexes, along with the chattily written descriptions of
each school, provide a colorful picture of each campus.” -The New York Times “A great book.... It’'s a
bargain.” -CNN “Our favorite college guidebook.” -Seventeen “Provides the kind of feedback
students would get from other students in a campus visit.” -USA Today From the Trade Paperback
edition.

political science ucla major: Bulletin , 1964

political science ucla major: NDEA Language and Area Centers Donald Nevius Bigelow,
Lyman Howard Legters, 1964

political science ucla major: Social Problems Anna Leon-Guerrero, 2022-05-13 The new
Seventh Edition of Social Problems: Community, Policy, and Social Action goes beyond the typical



presentation of contemporary social problems and their consequences by emphasizing the
importance and effectiveness of community involvement to achieve real solutions.

political science ucla major: Changes in the European Security Environment United
States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Armed Services, 1991

political science ucla major: The Best Beloved Thing Is Justice Lisa Kloppenberg, 2022
Dorothy Wright Nelson was a prominent federal judge on the level just below the U.S. Supreme
Court for over 40 years. Although women had few opportunities in law when she graduated, she
became one of the first female law professors and deans. The book offers an in-depth look at her life
and her rise as a national expert in what is now the major field of alternative dispute resolution or
conflict resolution. Featuring extensive interviews with judges, professors, and legal leaders, they
offer first-hand accounts and multiple perspectives on how she was an extraordinary trailblazer in a
traditional, male-dominated profession.

political science ucla major: The Rise of Free Trade Cheryl Schonhardt-Bailey, 1997 Why was
Britain the first country to opt for unilateral free trade 150 years ago? On 16 May 1846, the House of
Commons voted to abolish tariff protection for agriculture - the famous 'repeal of the Corn Laws'.
Britain then adhered to her free trade policy despite both her relative economic decline and the
protectionist policies of her leading trade rivals, the USA and Germany.This four volume set
examines and explains the contentious issues surrounding the policy shift to free trade and the
subsequent persistence of that policy. This set provides a comprehensive collection of articles
including previously unpublished material on nineteenth century British trade policy and a new and
comprehensive introduction by the editor putting the material into context.
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