
political question to ask

political question to ask serves as a crucial tool for fostering meaningful
dialogue, promoting critical thinking, and gaining deeper insight into
political beliefs and policies. Whether in educational settings, social
debates, or interviews, well-crafted political questions stimulate thoughtful
discussion and help clarify complex issues. This article explores a variety
of political questions to ask, categorized by context and purpose, to assist
readers in navigating political conversations more effectively. The questions
range from broad ideological inquiries to specific policy-based prompts,
ensuring relevance to diverse audiences and situations. Additionally,
strategies for framing political questions to encourage open and respectful
discourse are examined. This comprehensive guide aims to empower individuals
to engage more confidently and constructively in political discussions. The
following sections detail types of political questions, examples for
different contexts, and tips for effective questioning.

Types of Political Questions to Ask

Political Questions for Interviews and Debates

Engaging Political Questions for Social Discussions

Questions to Explore Political Ideologies and Beliefs

Tips for Asking Effective Political Questions

Types of Political Questions to Ask

Political questions to ask can be categorized based on their function, scope,
and the depth of inquiry they aim to achieve. Understanding these types helps
tailor questions to specific conversations and objectives. The main
categories include open-ended questions, closed-ended questions, hypothetical
scenarios, and clarifying questions. Each type serves a unique purpose in
extracting information, challenging assumptions, or encouraging reflection.

Open-Ended Political Questions

Open-ended questions encourage expansive answers and promote dialogue. They
are designed to allow individuals to express their opinions, reasoning, and
values without restriction. Examples include questions about the impact of
policies or the future of political systems.

Closed-Ended Political Questions

Closed-ended questions typically require a yes/no or brief factual response.
They are effective for clarifying positions or confirming specific
information but generally do not foster extended discussion.



Hypothetical Political Questions

These questions engage respondents in imagining scenarios that challenge
their views or explore potential outcomes of political decisions.
Hypotheticals can reveal underlying principles and encourage creative
problem-solving.

Clarifying Political Questions

Clarifying questions seek to deepen understanding or resolve ambiguities in
political statements or beliefs. They help ensure that all parties share the
same definitions and interpretations during a discussion.

Political Questions for Interviews and Debates

In formal settings such as interviews and debates, political questions to ask
must be precise, relevant, and designed to elicit informative responses.
These questions often address policy positions, leadership qualities, and
reactions to current events. The goal is to provide voters or audiences with
clear insights into the candidates’ platforms and competencies.

Policy-Focused Questions

Questions centered on specific policies help clarify a candidate’s stance and
proposed solutions. They often cover areas such as healthcare, economy,
foreign relations, and social justice.

Leadership and Values Questions

These questions probe the personal principles, decision-making processes, and
ethical frameworks that guide political leaders. Understanding these aspects
is essential for assessing a candidate’s suitability for office.

Response to Current Events

Questions about recent political developments or crises test a candidate’s
ability to handle real-time challenges and demonstrate awareness of ongoing
issues.

Engaging Political Questions for Social
Discussions

In social environments, political questions to ask should foster respectful
and inclusive conversations. These questions often emphasize listening and
understanding diverse perspectives rather than debate or confrontation. The
tone and phrasing are key to maintaining a constructive atmosphere.



Icebreaker Political Questions

Icebreaker questions are designed to gently introduce political topics
without causing discomfort. They typically focus on general opinions or
personal experiences related to politics.

Perspective-Taking Questions

These questions encourage participants to consider viewpoints different from
their own, promoting empathy and reducing polarization.

Value-Based Questions

Questions that explore fundamental values and beliefs underpinning political
opinions help reveal common ground and areas of potential agreement.

Questions to Explore Political Ideologies and
Beliefs

Understanding political ideologies requires targeted questions that delve
into core principles, historical context, and practical implications. These
questions are valuable in academic, activist, or intellectual discussions
where depth and nuance are prioritized.

Foundational Beliefs

Questions in this category address the essential tenets of various political
ideologies, such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and libertarianism.

Historical and Philosophical Context

Exploring the origins and evolution of political beliefs helps clarify why
certain ideas persist and how they adapt to contemporary challenges.

Application and Impact

Questions about how ideologies translate into policies and affect society
provide practical insights into their real-world significance.

Tips for Asking Effective Political Questions

Crafting and posing political questions to ask requires attention to
language, context, and audience. Effective questioning promotes clarity,
respect, and thoughtful engagement, minimizing conflict and misunderstanding.



Be Clear and Specific

Ambiguity can derail political discussions. Questions should be concise and
focused to elicit precise information or opinions.

Maintain Neutrality

Neutral phrasing avoids bias and encourages honest responses, making
discussions more productive and inclusive.

Encourage Explanation

Asking follow-up questions or prompting elaboration helps uncover underlying
reasons and beliefs, enriching the conversation.

Respect Diverse Perspectives

Recognizing different viewpoints and framing questions accordingly fosters a
respectful environment conducive to open dialogue.

Use a Variety of Question Types

Incorporating open-ended, hypothetical, and clarifying questions ensures a
dynamic and comprehensive political discussion.

Prepare questions in advance based on the discussion context.

Listen actively to responses before asking follow-up questions.

Avoid loaded or leading questions that may provoke defensiveness.

Adapt questions to the knowledge level and interests of participants.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some important questions to ask when
evaluating a political candidate?

Important questions include their stance on key issues like healthcare,
economy, climate change, education, and social justice, as well as their
plans for governance and transparency.

How can asking political questions promote civic
engagement?

Asking political questions encourages individuals to think critically about



policies and leaders, fostering informed voting and active participation in
democracy.

What is a good question to ask about political
accountability?

How does the candidate plan to ensure transparency and accountability in
their administration?

Why should one ask questions about a politician's
foreign policy views?

Understanding a politician's foreign policy helps voters gauge how they might
handle international relations, national security, and global cooperation.

What political question can reveal a candidate’s
approach to economic inequality?

What specific policies do you propose to address income inequality and
support economic mobility?

How can asking questions about climate policy
influence political discourse?

It highlights the importance of environmental issues and pressures candidates
to present clear plans for sustainable development and combating climate
change.

What is a relevant political question regarding
social justice?

How will you address systemic discrimination and promote equal rights for all
communities?

Additional Resources
1. What is Power? Exploring Political Authority and Influence
This book delves into the fundamental question of what constitutes political
power. It examines different theories of authority, the sources of political
legitimacy, and how power is exercised in various governmental systems.
Readers gain insight into the dynamics between rulers and the ruled, and the
role power plays in shaping societies.

2. Who Should Govern? Democracy and Its Alternatives
"Who Should Govern?" investigates the essential question of political
representation and governance. It explores democratic principles, critiques,
and alternative political systems such as autocracy, oligarchy, and
technocracy. The book encourages readers to consider the merits and
challenges of different forms of government in ensuring justice and
participation.

3. How Do Political Institutions Shape Society?
This work focuses on the relationship between political institutions and



social structures. It discusses the design and function of institutions such
as legislatures, courts, and bureaucracies, and how they influence policy
outcomes and citizen behavior. The author offers case studies showing
institutional impact on stability, development, and inequality.

4. Why Do Political Movements Emerge?
This book addresses the causes and motivations behind the rise of political
movements and activism. It covers social, economic, and ideological factors
that lead groups to mobilize for change. Through historical and contemporary
examples, readers learn about the strategies and impacts of movements on
political landscapes.

5. What Role Does Ideology Play in Politics?
Exploring the power of ideas, this book examines how political ideologies
shape beliefs, policies, and party systems. It analyzes major ideologies such
as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism, and their influence
on political discourse and action. The text also considers how ideology can
both unify and divide societies.

6. How Does Public Opinion Influence Policy Making?
This book looks into the complex relationship between public opinion and
political decision-making. It discusses methods of measuring public
attitudes, the role of media, and the responsiveness of politicians to their
constituents. The author explores challenges in balancing expert knowledge
and popular preferences in policy formulation.

7. What Are the Ethics of Political Leadership?
Focusing on moral questions, this book investigates the responsibilities and
dilemmas faced by political leaders. It covers topics such as honesty,
accountability, and the balance between personal conviction and public
interest. Through philosophical inquiry and real-world examples, readers
explore what it means to lead ethically.

8. How Do Global Politics Affect Domestic Policy?
This volume explores the interplay between international relations and
national political decisions. It examines how globalization, diplomacy, and
international organizations influence domestic agendas and sovereignty. The
book highlights case studies where global pressures have shaped internal
political reforms and conflicts.

9. What Questions Should We Ask About Political Justice?
This book tackles fundamental questions about justice in the political realm.
It discusses theories of distributive justice, rights, and equality, and how
these concepts are applied within legal and political frameworks. Readers are
encouraged to critically evaluate the fairness of policies and institutions
in promoting social justice.
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  political question to ask: Ask a Matchmaker Author Maria Avgitidis, 2025-05-20 From
renowned, fourth-generation matchmaker, Maria Avgitidis, comes a fresh, modern dating book that
meets anyone navigating the world of dating and relationships where they're at, helping them to
attract and grow the partnership of their dreams. In today's world, dating can feel like a
never-ending cycle of swipes and small talk, where real connections are hard to come by. But the
dream of meeting “The One” isn’t out of reach. Blending personal stories and professional insights,
Maria Avgitidis, or Matchmaker Maria, offers the kind of straight-talking, no-nonsense advice that
only a true friend can give, guiding you to understand your dating options in a whole new way. By
covering everything from personality typing systems to compatibility to Maria’s own developed rules
and theories, Ask a Matchmaker equips you to diagnose your own relationship dilemmas and
address them with confidence.
  political question to ask: Sourcebook for Political Communication Research Erik P. Bucy, R.
Lance Holbert, 2014-06-03 The Sourcebook for Political Communication Research will offer scholars,
students, researchers, and other interested readers a comprehensive source for state-of-the-art/field
research methods, measures, and analytical techniques in the field of political communication. The
need for this Sourcebook stems from recent innovations in political communication involving the use
of advanced statistical techniques, innovative conceptual frameworks, the rise of digital media as
both a means by which to disseminate and study political communication, and methods recently
adapted from other disciplines, particularly psychology, sociology, and neuroscience. Chapters will
have a social-scientific orientation and will explain new methodologies and measures applicable to
questions regarding media, politics, and civic life. The Sourcebook covers the major analytical
techniques used in political communication research, including surveys (both original data
collections and secondary analyses), experiments, content analysis, discourse analysis (focus groups
and textual analysis), network and deliberation analysis, comparative study designs, statistical
analysis, and measurement issues.
  political question to ask: Sourcebook for Political Communication Research ,
  political question to ask: Qualitative Research in Politics and International Relations Corina
Lacatus, 2024-12-12 This groundbreaking textbook is the essential introduction to qualitative
research for politics and international relations. Presented in a refreshingly accessible manner, this
text applies a practical approach to help you learn by doing and will equip you with the tools to get
researching. Embrace a pedagogical approach that seamlessly integrates theoretical insights with
hands-on guidance, empowering you to navigate the complexities of qualitative research with
confidence and clarity. Key Benefits Include: · Practical Approach: bid farewell to abstract learning
with practical tools and exercises that instil intuition and proficiency. Step-by-step support for
students grappling with the logistical intricacies of research design, data collection, and analysis. ·
Close Links to the Disciplines: immerse yourself in the latest seminal research and learn how to
select robust qualitative designs for your research questions. · Demystify Theory and Methodology:
this text addresses the perennial challenge of aligning theory with methodology, providing a
cohesive framework for qualitative research. · Expert Guidance: for educators seeking to incorporate
this invaluable resource into their curriculum, a complementary online teaching guidebook offers
guidance and suggestions on how to truly engage with the material and enrich the learning
experience for your students. An essential companion for undergraduate students navigating
qualitative methods modules to postgraduate students and researchers shaping their research
projects. Corina Lacatus is a Senior Lecturer in Global Governance at the School of Politics and
International Relations, Queen Mary University of London.
  political question to ask: Vital Statistics on American Politics Jeffrey L. Bernstein, Amanda
Shannon, 2022-02-11 There is no other source that provides in one place the wide range and depth
of insight found in Vital Statistics on American Politics (VSAP), published since 1988. VSAP provides
historical and statistical information on all aspects of American politics: Political parties Voter
turnout Public opinion Campaign finance Media perspective and influence, congressional
membership and voting patterns The presidency and executive branch Military policy and spending



Supreme Court and federal court make-up and caseloads Foreign, social, and economic policy In
over 230 tables and figures, students and professional researchers will find chapters devoted to key
subject areas such as elections and political parties, public opinion and voting, the media, the three
branches of U.S. government, foreign, military, social and economic policy, and much more. This
book provides a vivid and multifaceted portrait of the broad spectrum of United States politics and
policies. Along with updated and new data content, this edition offers brand new data literacy
lessons that take a guide on the side approach to teach data researchers how to wade through the
sea of data and do the difficult work of grappling for the meaning of the data on their own. Lessons
include understanding descriptive representation data, comparing data over time, noticing gaps in
data, unpacking dichotomies of public opinion, and more.
  political question to ask: AP U.S. Government and Politics Premium, 2024: 6 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Curt Lader, 2023-07-04 Provides extensive
review of subjects on the test, test-taking strategies, tips on essay writing, and full-length practice
exams with answer explanations and automatic scoring.
  political question to ask: AP U.S. Government and Politics Premium, 2022-2023:
Comprehensive Review with 6 Practice Tests + an Online Timed Test Option Curt Lader, 2022-02 Be
prepared for exam day with Barron's. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron's AP U.S.
Government and Politics Premium: 2022-2023 includes in-depth content review and online practice.
It's the only book you'll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn
from Barron's--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it's like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 6 full-length practice tests--3 in the book, including a diagnostic test to
target your studying, and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering
all Units on the AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam Reinforce your learning with practice
questions at the end of each chapter Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length
practice tests on Barron's Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test
option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain
confidence with scoring to check your learning progress
  political question to ask: Political Power and Women's Representation in Latin America
Leslie A. Schwindt-Bayer, 2010-09-30 The number of women elected to Latin American legislatures
has grown significantly over the past thirty years. This increase in the number of women elected to
national office is due, in large part, to gender-friendly electoral rules such as gender quotas and
proportional electoral systems, and it has, in turn, fostered constituent support for representative
democracy. Still, this book argues that women are gaining political voice and bringing women's
issues to state agendas, but they are not gaining political power. Women are marginalized by the
male majority in office and relegated to the least powerful committees and leadership posts,
hindering progress toward real political equality. In Political Power and Women's Representation in
Latin America, Leslie Schwindt-Bayer examines the causes and consequences of women's
representation in Latin America. She does so by asking a series of politically relevant and
theoretically challenging questions, including why the numbers of women in office have increased in
some countries but vary across others; what the presence of women in office means for the way
representatives legislate; and what consequences the election of women bears for representative
democracy more generally. Schwindt-Bayer articulates a comprehensive theory of women's
representation that analyzes and connects trends in relation to four facets of political
representation: formal, descriptive, substantive and symbolic. She then tests this theory empirically
using aggregate data from all eighteen Latin American democracies and original fieldwork in
Argentina, Colombia and Costa Rica. Ultimately, this book communicates the complex and often
incomplete nature of women's political representation in Latin America.
  political question to ask: What is Political Theory? Stephen K White, J Donald Moon,
2004-02-18 What Is Political Theory? provides students with a comprehensive overview of the



current state of the discipline. Eleven substantive chapters address the most pressing topics in
political theory today, including: - what resources do the classic texts still provide for political
theorists? - what areas will political theorists focus on in the future? - can western political theory
alone continue to provide a framework for responding to the challenges of modern political life? The
authors assess the intellectual challenges to conventional political theory, such as post-structuralism
and the scientific study of politics, that have revitalized the field in the last 30 years. They also
broaden the perspective to take in non-western ideas and to reconceptualize political theory in the
light of specifically global challenges. Students and teachers of political theory and political
philosophy will find this book invaluable in understanding the factors that have shaped current
political theory and which will guide its future development.
  political question to ask: Politics and Society between Elections Siddharth Swaminathan,
Suhas Palshikar, 2020-12-29 Elections are episodic; governance is routine. This book studies
patterns in public opinion on politics and society between elections in India. By using the survey
data covering 24 Indian states including the National Capital Region of Delhi (NCR), it will serve as
State barometers of public opinion. The surveys seek to understand how politics and governance
processes are nested in the social and political relationships between citizens inter se and with
government functionaries. The book explores citizen perceptions about the social and political
universes they inhabit in periods between elections. It examines social attitudes of citizens,
friendship ties across social groups, gender roles and relationships; opinions on governance, ease of
public service access, the citizen-state interface, and trust in political institutions; and, political
attitudes and identity, nationalism, freedom of expression, and populism. This book explores public
perceptions of everyday development and governance outcomes that are shaped by how the
government functions between elections: how it relates to citizens on a regular basis; how it
provides routine public services to them; and how public order is maintained. An incisive study on
public opinion on politics, society, and governance in India, this book will be of great interest to
scholars and researchers of political science, governance, public policy, and South Asian studies. It
will also be of immense interest to bureaucrats, policymakers, think tanks, and organisations
working in the areas of development studies, politics, society, and governance. Section 3.3 of this
book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.
  political question to ask: The Great Reversal Allen Verhey, 1984 Christians today are called to
discern the shape and style of a life worthy of the gospel of Christ. Even in the face of changing
situations and new moral problems to address, the contemporary church stands self-consciously in a
tradition of which the New Testament is a normative part.In this major study of New Testament
ethics, Verhey examines the ethic of Jesus, for it is there that the New Testament tradition begins.
He then analyzes the different forms in which the early church handed down the memory of Jesus's
words and deeds in the development of a moral tradition. Next, he deals with that tradition as it
came to canonical expression in the New Testament writings.In the last part of the book, Verhey
focuses on the use of the New Testament in the continuing moral tradition of the church, surveying
proposals for the use of Scripture, identifying the critical methodological questions, and defending a
modest proposal for the use of Scripture. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  political question to ask: Report of the Joint Select Committee to Inquire Into the
Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States United States. Congress. Joint Select
Committee on the Condition of Affairs in the Late Insurrectionary States, 1872
  political question to ask: Talking Politics in Broadcast Media Mats Ekström, Marianna
Patrona, 2011-08-26 This book is a collection of studies on political interaction in a variety of
broadcast, namely news and current affairs programs, political interviews, audience participation
programs and radio phone-ins. Following a growing scholarly interest in political discourses, dialogic
forms of news production and media talk in general, a number of internationally acclaimed scholars
investigate the discursive and interactional practices that give rise to the arena of public politics in
contemporary society. Chapters span an array of cultural contexts, as diverse as Sweden, Greece,



Belgium (Flanders), the U.K., Spain, Israel, the U.S.A., Australia and China. Authors combine an
interest in discourse analysis and conversation analysis with different disciplinary orientations, such
as linguistics, media and cultural studies, sociology, political science, and social psychology. The
book uncovers current trends in media and political discourse, and will be of interest to both
students and scholars of media discourse and politics.
  political question to ask: Advances in Experimental Political Science James N. Druckman,
Donald P. Green, 2021-04-01 Experimental political science has changed. In two short decades, it
evolved from an emergent method to an accepted method to a primary method. The challenge now is
to ensure that experimentalists design sound studies and implement them in ways that illuminate
cause and effect. Ethical boundaries must also be respected, results interpreted in a transparent
manner, and data and research materials must be shared to ensure others can build on what has
been learned. This book explores the application of new designs; the introduction of novel data
sources, measurement approaches, and statistical methods; the use of experiments in more
substantive domains; and discipline-wide discussions about the robustness, generalizability, and
ethics of experiments in political science. By exploring these novel opportunities while also
highlighting the concomitant challenges, this volume enables scholars and practitioners to conduct
high-quality experiments that will make key contributions to knowledge.
  political question to ask: Political Research Sandra Halperin, Oliver Heath, 2020 The most
accessible and practical guide to research methods written especially for politics and international
relations students.
  political question to ask: Argumentation in Prime Minister’s Question Time Dima
Mohammed, 2018-12-06 When political actors respond to criticism by pointing at an inconsistency in
the critic’s position, a tricky political practice emerges. Turning the criticism back to the critic can
be a constructive move that restores coherence, but it may also be a disruptive move that silences
the critical voice and obstructs accountability. What distinguishes constructive cases from disruptive
ones? This is the question this book sets out to answer. The question is addressed by adopting an
argumentative perspective. Argumentation in Prime Minister’s Question Time focuses on the
turnabout employed by the British Prime Minister in response to the Leader of the Opposition. The
turnabout is characterised as a particular way of strategic manoeuvring. The manoeuvring is
analysed and evaluated by combining pragmatic, dialectical and rhetorical insights with
considerations from the realm of politics. The outcome is an account of the turnabout’s strategic
functions and an assessment guide for evaluating its reasonableness. The book will be of interest to
advanced students and researchers of argumentation, discourse analysis, communication and
rhetoric.
  political question to ask: AP US Government and Politics Premium Curt Lader,
2020-07-28 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts! Barron’s AP
U.S. Government and Politics Premium: 2020-2021 includes in-depth content review and online
practice. It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips,
strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident
on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests--2 in the book and 3
more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units on the AP U.S.
Government and Politics Exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each
chapter Interactive Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests on
Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your
understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with automated
scoring to check your learning progress
  political question to ask: The Personalization of Politics in the European Union Katjana
Gattermann, 2022 The personalization of politics, whereby politicians increasingly become the main
focus of political processes, is a prominent phenomenon in modern democracies that has received



considerable scholarly attention in national politics. However, little is known about the scope, causes
and consequences of personalization in European Union politics, although recent institutional and
political developments suggest that such a trend is underway. This book sheds light onto this
phenomenon by taking a comprehensive approach to understanding four key dimensions of
personalization concerning institutions, media, politics, and citizens. In doing so, it relies on an
innovative longitudinal and cross-country comparative research design and applies multiple
methods. It argues that institutional personalization is a necessary but not sufficient pre-condition
for media to increasingly report about individual politicians. It shows that media personalization
fluctuates across country and over time, while Members of the European Parliament increasingly
engage in personalized legislative and communicative behaviour. These developments are
conditional upon domestic media and electoral systems and have limited effects on citizen attitudes
and political awareness. The book concludes that as additional political actors gain formal individual
responsibilities, European Union politics also becomes more complex to disentangle. Ultimately,
institutions provide more effective cues than individual politicians both for media to inform citizens
about European Union politics and for the latter to acquire information that may help them
understand and evaluate European Union politics. These findings have important implications for
the future of personalized politics in the European Union.
  political question to ask: The Good Citizen Russell J. Dalton, 2020-06-23 There has been a
growing chorus of political analysts with doomsday predictions of an American public that is uncivil,
disengaged, and alienated. And it′s only getting worse with a younger generation of Americans who
do not see the value in voting. The good news is that the bad news is wrong. In this Third Edition of
The Good Citizen, Russell Dalton uses current national public opinion surveys, including new
evidence from 2018 Pew Center survey data, to show how Americans are changing their views on
what good citizenship means. It′s not about recreating the halcyon politics of a generation ago, but
recognition that new patterns of citizenship call for new processes and new institutions that reflect
the values of the contemporary American public. Trends in participation, tolerance, and policy
priorities reflect a younger generation that is more engaged, more tolerant, and more supportive of
social justice. The Good Citizen shows how a younger generation is creating new norms of
citizenship that are leading to a renaissance of democratic participation. An important comparative
chapter in the book showcases cross-national comparisons that further demonstrate the vitality of
American democracy.
  political question to ask: Ethics and Experiments Scott Desposato, 2015-12-22 For most of
political science's history, discussions about professional ethics had nothing to do with human
subjects. Professional ethics involved integrity in the classroom, fair tenure and promotion rule, and
the careful avoidance of plagiarism. As most research was observational, there was little need for
attention to how scholarly activities might directly affect the subjects of our work. Times have
changed. The dramatic growth in the use of experiments in social science, especially overseas, is
generating unexpected ethical controversies. The purpose of this volume is to identify, debate, and
propose practical solutions to the most critical of these new ethical issues. A leading team of
internationally distinguished political science scholars presents the first examination of the practical
and ethical challenges of research with human subjects in social science and policy studies. Part 1
examines contextual challenges provided by experiments conducted overseas - questions of culture,
religion, security, and poverty. Part 2 examines questions of legal constraints on research, focusing
on questions of foreign review of international experiments. Part 3 tackles the critical issues in field
experiments, including deception and consent, impact on elections and careers, the boundaries of
the public officials' exemption, and the use of partner organizations to avoid Institutional Review
Body (IRB) review. Part 4 considers strategies for the future, including training and education, IRB
reform, institutional changes, and norm development.
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