political philosophy masters degree

political philosophy masters degree programs offer an advanced academic path for students
interested in exploring the fundamental questions about government, justice, rights, and the ethical
dimensions of political life. These graduate degrees combine rigorous philosophical analysis with
practical considerations in political theory, preparing graduates for careers in academia, public
policy, law, and beyond. A political philosophy masters degree typically involves studying the works
of classical and contemporary thinkers, engaging with normative theories, and applying critical
reasoning to current political issues. This article examines the structure, benefits, and career
prospects associated with earning a political philosophy masters degree. It also highlights the core
curriculum, admission requirements, and potential specializations within the field.
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Understanding a Political Philosophy Masters Degree

A political philosophy masters degree is a specialized graduate program that focuses on the study of
political ideas and ethical issues related to governance and society. This degree blends the
disciplines of philosophy and political science, providing students with a nuanced understanding of
political concepts, ideologies, and normative frameworks. Students engage with seminal texts from
philosophers such as Plato, Aristotle, Hobbes, Locke, Marx, Rawls, and others, analyzing their
contributions to political thought. The program encourages critical thinking, analytical skills, and the
ability to articulate coherent arguments about justice, rights, liberty, and democracy.

Typically, a political philosophy masters degree lasts one to two years, depending on the institution
and whether the student studies full-time or part-time. Graduates emerge with the capacity to
critically evaluate political systems, develop informed perspectives on public policy, and contribute
meaningfully to debates on governance and ethics.



Core Curriculum and Key Subjects

The curriculum of a political philosophy masters degree is designed to provide a comprehensive
foundation in both classical and contemporary political thought. Core courses often cover essential
political theories, ethical questions surrounding governance, and the philosophical underpinnings of
law and rights.

Foundational Political Theories

Students study major political theories such as liberalism, conservatism, socialism, libertarianism,
and communitarianism. These theories are examined critically, considering their implications for
justice, equality, and political authority. Understanding these frameworks allows students to
contextualize political debates and analyze the strengths and weaknesses of various ideologies.

Normative Ethics and Political Philosophy

This area explores the moral foundations of political systems, addressing questions about what
constitutes a just society, the role of individual rights, and the balance between freedom and
authority. Topics may include theories of justice, human rights, and the ethics of war and peace.

Contemporary Political Issues

Students engage with current political challenges such as globalization, human rights, democracy
promotion, and environmental ethics. This component links theoretical knowledge with real-world
applications, fostering an understanding of how political philosophy informs policy-making and
governance.

Research Methods and Thesis

Most programs require students to develop strong research skills, including qualitative and textual
analysis. Many culminate in a thesis or major research project that allows students to explore a
specific topic in depth under faculty supervision.
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Admission Requirements and Application Process

Admission to a political philosophy masters degree program typically requires a bachelor’s degree in
philosophy, political science, or a related field. Some programs may accept students from diverse
academic backgrounds provided they demonstrate sufficient interest and aptitude in political
philosophy.

Key components of the application process include:

1. Academic Transcripts: Official records demonstrating strong undergraduate performance.

2. Letters of Recommendation: Typically from academic referees who can attest to the
applicant’s intellectual ability and scholarly potential.

3. Statement of Purpose: A written essay outlining the applicant’s goals, research interests,
and reasons for pursuing the degree.

4. Writing Samples: Some programs require samples of academic writing, often essays related
to philosophy or political theory.

5. Standardized Tests: GRE scores may be requested by certain institutions, though this is
increasingly optional.

Applicants should carefully review the specific requirements of their chosen programs and prepare
materials that highlight their analytical skills and commitment to the discipline.

Career Opportunities and Professional Outcomes

A political philosophy masters degree opens doors to a variety of career paths across academia,
government, non-profit organizations, and the private sector. The degree equips graduates with
analytical, research, and critical thinking skills valuable in multiple professional contexts.

Academic and Research Careers

Graduates may pursue further study toward a PhD, leading to careers as university professors,
researchers, or policy analysts. The degree provides a strong foundation for contributing to scholarly
debates and advancing knowledge in political theory and ethics.

Public Policy and Government

Understanding political philosophy is crucial for roles in policy development, legislative analysis, and



public administration. Graduates can influence policy decisions by applying normative theories to
contemporary issues.

Non-Profit and Advocacy Work

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and advocacy groups value the expertise of political
philosophy graduates in areas like human rights, social justice, and international relations.

Legal and Consulting Professions

The analytical rigor gained during the program is also beneficial for careers in law, particularly in
constitutional or human rights law, as well as in consulting fields that require critical evaluation of
political and social systems.

e University Faculty and Researchers
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Specializations and Areas of Focus

Many political philosophy masters degree programs offer opportunities for specialization, allowing
students to tailor their studies according to their particular interests and career goals.

Ethics and Political Morality

This specialization focuses intensively on moral philosophy as it applies to political life, exploring
issues such as justice, rights, and the ethical limits of state power.

Comparative Political Philosophy

Students examine political thought from different cultural and historical contexts, including non-
Western philosophies, to gain a broader understanding of global political ideas.



Democracy and Governance

This area emphasizes the analysis of democratic theory, institutions, and practices, addressing
questions about participation, representation, and legitimacy.

Global Justice and International Relations

Specializing in global justice prepares students to tackle issues related to international law, human
rights, and ethical concerns in international politics.

Choosing the Right Program

Selecting an appropriate political philosophy masters degree program requires consideration of
several factors, including faculty expertise, curriculum focus, and institutional reputation.
Prospective students should evaluate the research interests of faculty members and the availability
of resources supporting their academic goals.

Program flexibility, such as options for part-time study or online delivery, may also be important.
Additionally, assessing the program’s connections to think tanks, policy organizations, or legal
institutions can enhance career prospects after graduation.

Financial Considerations and Funding

Pursuing a political philosophy masters degree involves financial investment, with tuition and living
expenses varying widely by institution and location. Prospective students should explore
scholarships, assistantships, and fellowships that may offset costs.

Many universities offer funding opportunities based on academic merit or research potential.
Additionally, external grants and governmental support may be available for students specializing in
areas relevant to public policy or international affairs.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are the core subjects typically covered in a political
philosophy master's degree?

A political philosophy master's degree usually covers topics such as ethics and political theory,
justice, democracy, liberty, rights, power, and the works of key philosophers like Plato, Hobbes,
Locke, Rousseau, Marx, and Rawls.

What career opportunities are available for graduates with a
master's degree in political philosophy?

Graduates can pursue careers in academia, public policy, government, non-governmental
organizations, political consultancy, journalism, law, and international relations, among others.

How does a political philosophy master's degree differ from a
general political science master's degree?

A political philosophy master's degree focuses more on normative questions about politics, ethics,
and justice, emphasizing critical thinking and theoretical frameworks, whereas a general political
science degree often includes empirical studies, quantitative methods, and broader political analysis.

What skills can students expect to develop during a political
philosophy master's program?

Students typically develop critical thinking, analytical reasoning, argumentative writing, ethical
analysis, research skills, and the ability to engage with complex theoretical texts and debates.

Are there opportunities for interdisciplinary study within
political philosophy master's programs?

Yes, many programs encourage interdisciplinary approaches, integrating philosophy with history,
law, economics, sociology, and international relations to provide a comprehensive understanding of
political issues.

What are the admission requirements for a political
philosophy master's degree?

Admissions generally require a bachelor's degree in philosophy, political science, or a related field,
letters of recommendation, a statement of purpose, and sometimes GRE scores or writing samples,
depending on the institution.



Additional Resources

1. “Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do?” by Michael J. Sandel

This book introduces readers to the fundamental questions of justice, morality, and political
philosophy. Sandel explores various philosophical theories, from utilitarianism to libertarianism,
using contemporary examples. It is an accessible yet profound text for students seeking to
understand ethical foundations in politics.

2. “An Introduction to Political Philosophy” by Jonathan Wolff

Wolff’s book offers a comprehensive overview of key topics in political philosophy, including rights,
liberty, equality, and democracy. It balances theoretical discussion with practical implications,
making it ideal for graduate students. The clear writing style helps in grasping complex ideas
essential for a master’s degree curriculum.

3. “The Republic” by Plato

A classic work foundational to Western political thought, “The Republic” discusses justice, the ideal
state, and the philosopher-king concept. Plato’s dialogues probe the nature of justice and the role of
individuals within society. Graduate students study this to understand the origins of political
philosophy and normative political theory.

4. “Leviathan” by Thomas Hobbes

Hobbes’ seminal work lays the groundwork for social contract theory and the justification of state
authority. It argues for a powerful sovereign to prevent the chaos of the state of nature. This text is
crucial for understanding the development of modern political institutions and the balance between
authority and liberty.

5. “On Liberty” by John Stuart Mill

Mill’s essay is a foundational text advocating for individual freedom and limited government
interference. It addresses the tension between societal control and personal liberty, emphasizing the
harm principle. This work is essential for discussions on liberalism and rights within political
philosophy.

6. “A Theory of Justice” by John Rawls

Rawls introduces the concept of “justice as fairness” and the original position as a method for
determining principles of justice. His ideas have profoundly influenced contemporary political
philosophy and debates on distributive justice. This book is a cornerstone for any advanced study in
political theory.

7. “The Communist Manifesto” by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels

This influential pamphlet outlines the theory of historical materialism and critiques capitalist society.
It calls for revolutionary change and the establishment of a classless society. Understanding
Marxism is vital for students exploring ideological frameworks and critiques of liberal democratic
capitalism.

8. “The Social Contract” by Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Rousseau explores the legitimacy of political authority and the concept of popular sovereignty. He
argues that freedom is found in adherence to laws one prescribes for oneself as part of a collective.
This text is fundamental for studying democratic theory and the relationship between the individual
and the state.

9. “Political Liberalism” by John Rawls



In this follow-up to “A Theory of Justice,” Rawls addresses the challenges of pluralism in democratic
societies. He develops the idea of an overlapping consensus to maintain political stability amid
diverse moral views. This book is important for understanding liberal democracy and the
accommodation of difference in political philosophy.
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political philosophy masters degree: A Study in African Socio-Political Philosophy Ikechukwu
Anthony Kanu, 2018-08-31 The present work on African philosophy brings in new freshness into the
African philosophical enterprise as it introduces not just thoughts that could be categorized as
African philosophy but also thoughts that were borne from the reflections of individual African
philosophers. It covers a period that could be referred to as modern African philosophy. It includes
philosophical activities in Africa between the fifteenth century and early part of the twentieth
century.

political philosophy masters degree: American Masters of Social Science Howard
Washington Odum, 1927

political philosophy masters degree: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts &
Social Sciences 2015 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2014-11-25 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences 2015 contains details on more than 11,000 graduate programs of
study across all relevant disciplines-including the arts and architecture, communications and media,
psychology and counseling, political science and international affairs, economics, and sociology,
anthropology, archaeology, and more. Informative data profiles include facts and figures on
accreditation, degree requirements, application deadlines and contact information, financial
support, faculty, and student body profiles. Two-page in-depth descriptions, written by featured
institutions, offer complete details on specific graduate programs, schools, or departments as well as
information on faculty research. Comprehensive directories list programs in this volume, as well as
others in the graduate series.

political philosophy masters degree: Graduate Programs in the Humanities, Arts &
Social Sciences 2014 (Grad 2) Peterson's, 2013-11-22 Peterson's Graduate Programs in the
Humanities, Arts & Social Sciences 2014 contains comprehensive profiles of more than 11,000
graduate programs in disciplines such as, applied arts & design, area & cultural studies, art & art
history, conflict resolution & mediation/peace studies, criminology & forensics, language &
literature, psychology & counseling, religious studies, sociology, anthropology, archaeology and
more. Up-to-date data, collected through Peterson's Annual Survey of Graduate and Professional
Institutions, provides valuable information on degree offerings, professional accreditation, jointly
offered degrees, part-time and evening/weekend programs, postbaccalaureate distance degrees,
faculty, students, requirements, expenses, financial support, faculty research, and unit head and
application contact information. There are helpful links to in-depth descriptions about a specific
graduate program or department, faculty members and their research, and more. There are also
valuable articles on financial assistance, the graduate admissions process, advice for international
and minority students, and facts about accreditation, with a current list of accrediting agencies.
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Mendus, 2000 In The Politics of Toleration in Modern Life Susan Mendus gathers a group of
distinguished public figures--philosophers, historians, lawyers, and religious leaders--to reflect on a
core issue within contemporary political debate. At the close of a century that will be remembered
for its two world wars and its eruptions of genocide, the contributors examine the importance of an
insistence on tolerance and the dangers of its lack, both historically and in the present day. How can
toleration be fostered in a contentious and tightly populated world? What situations and fears have
historically fed attitudes of intolerance? When and how should states intervene? The authors of
these essays seek answers to such questions and examine topics such as why certain national groups
are especially vulnerable to intolerance and narcissistic fantasies and how the colonial view of
intolerant exploitation as an acceptable norm of behavior has been replaced by a drive toward
international solidarity. The essays address religious tolerance, the role of toleration in legal
contexts, the philosophical justification of tolerance, and the concept of solidarity. Ethnic identity,
nationalism, the goods of conflict, and the treatment of refugees seeking asylum are discussed as
well. While one contributor argues that a moment of genuine tolerance is achieved only when there
is a cost involved in the act of tolerating another person's way of living, another stresses that
rational, communal dialogue can only take place if the state is excluded from the discussion, if
conflict is recognized as valuable, and if local communities come to consensus about what behavior
and discourse is intolerable. Offering an accessible and engaging commentary on the concept of
tolerance, The Politics of Toleration in Modern Life will interest a wide range of readers of
philosophy, political science, religion, sociology, and history. Contributors. George Carey,
Christopher Hill, Michael Ignatieff, Helena Kennedy, Alasdair MacIntyre, Susan Mendus, Julia
Neuberger, Bernard Williams

political philosophy masters degree: Masters of Political Science Donatella Campus,
Gianfranco Pasquino, 2009-09-01 For a while now, political science as a discipline has been big
enough (in terms of the number of academics) and analytically mature enough to justify reflections
on and reviews of its achievements. In fact, there is no lack of general handbooks, dictionaries and
'state of the art' assessments (as well as 'reflective' journals such as the ECPR's own European
Political Science), which are useful in helping us to understand and evaluate where we currently are
and where we might still need to go. The focus of these texts, however, is on particular concepts,
themes, research areas, institutions or behaviour. What they rarely do is indulge in a critical
reflection on the political scientists themselves, especially those who are commonly accepted as
having made the most significant contributions to the growth of their discipline. This book fills an
important gap in the growing reflective literature on the political science discipline: it consists of a
series of 'objective' profiles of the '"Masters of Political Science', written by political scientists who
have read and studied their work and who are therefore in a position to evaluate the nature of their
contributions. The Masters:Robert Dahl, Anthony Downs, David Easton, S. E. Finer, Samuel P.
Huntington, Juan J. Linz, Seymour Martin Lipset, Giovanni Sartori, Sidney Verba, Aaron
Wildavsky,Hans Morgenthau. Masters of Political Science was originally published in Italian by il
Mulino Publishing House.

political philosophy masters degree: A Guide to Graduate Study in Political Science , 1989

political philosophy masters degree: The Kpim of Social Order George Uzoma Ukagba, Des
O. Obij, Iks J. Nwankwor, 2013-02-08 Frequently overlooked in the search of knowing and acting
wisely are some important philosophical and cultural ideas and questions. The kpim of Social Order
boldly captures such ideas and questions for awareness through critical thinking. The current
volume in the Kpim Book Series makes the point that for a systematic analysis and significance of
Social Order to be attained, we need to ask, What is the kpim or central core of Social Order of
things? Where does the deepest layer, notion, symbolism, reality and application of social order,
programs, human rights, institutions, communities, diplomacy, uprising, social asset, social power,
policy action, inter-culturalism, global forces and all else lie? How can we reach and understand the
innermost part of Social Order in the modern world? By gathering articles from seasoned,
experienced, and emerged scholars from various backgrounds, the book explores deep-rooted



questions touching on African context and related societies. The refreshing perspectives, analyses,
deep reflections, vigorous arguments, and representations shown by the essays are distinctive and
have been referred to as a comprehensive reader in the season of inquiry, meaning and significance
of social order in the contemporary time. This is a book no one should ignore. Students, scholars,
researchers, universities, colleges, educationists, institutions, policy makers, governments,
legislatures, agencies, labour unions, civil society organizations, occupy movements, religious
groups, entrepreneurs and the general public will find this book as an asset and a must read. The
kpim of Social Order is therefore written out of the critical need to fill the gap for a decisive
knowledge society in the modern world.

political philosophy masters degree: Politics of Toleration Susan Mendus, 2019-08-06 No
detailed description available for The Politics of Toleration.

political philosophy masters degree: Graduate Faculty and Programs in Political Science ,
1998

political philosophy masters degree: Welcoming the Other N. Susan Laehn, Thomas R.
Laehn, 2021-02-15 The modern turn in political philosophy established the ontological primacy of
the ego, reducing the community to a mere assemblage of individuals, and led to the repudiation of
natural duties in favor of inherent individual rights. The modern project culminated in the work of
Friedrich Nietzsche, whose emphasis on radical individuation left human beings both liberated and
exiled. Individuals were free to create (and to recreate) themselves anew, but they were
simultaneously uprooted from any larger community. Indeed, the very possibility of shared meaning,
let alone shared political life, was called into question. This volume consists of essays addressing the
efforts of philosophers, artists, caretakers, and—perhaps most importantly—teachers to reestablish a
foundation for political life in postmodernity. The origins of these efforts are diverse, and their
modes are varied. Individuals seek communion with the divine, either with or through others; they
pursue friendship among strangers; and they search for meaningful relationships in both the
classroom and the public square. Reflecting the various means by which individuals seek communion
with others and with the transcendent, divine Other, the essays contained in this volume explore the
modes through which individuals forge relationships with others in an age of isolation.

political philosophy masters degree: From Colonialism to International Aid Carina Schmitt,
2020-06-29 This open access volume addresses the role of external actors in social protection in the
Global South, from the Second World War until today, analysing the influence of colonial powers,
superpowers during the Cold War and contemporary donor agencies. Following an introduction to
the analysis of external actors in social policy making in the Global South, the contributions explore
which external actors were dominant in the decades after World War II, and how they shaped early
and contemporary social protection making in developing countries. The latter half of the collection
elucidates important players in the contemporary transnational social policy arena, such as donor
organizations and international organizations, and critically evaluates the potential for and limits of
the explanatory power of external actors in social protection making in the Global South,
considering the relative contribution of external and domestic influences. By examining how
transnational relationships and external actors have influenced the formation, development and
transformation of social policies in the developing world, this collection will be an invaluable
resource for scholars interested in social protection in the Global South from a range of disciplines.
These include political science, social policy, and sociology, as well as historians of the welfare state,
international relations scholars and scholars working on global and transnational social policy and
development policy.

political philosophy masters degree: The Protection of Minorities in the Wider Europe
M. Weller, D. Blacklock, K. Nobbs, 2008-09-30 This book examines whether we are moving towards
an integrated regional system of legal provision for minorities. It illustrates the tension between
newer member states, many of which have an interest in seeing minority issues addressed, and
established members, which remain hesitant in committing themselves fully to a minority rights
regime.



political philosophy masters degree: Hearings United States. Congress. House, 1968
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political philosophy masters degree: Media and the Marketplace Eoin G. Cassidy, Andrew G.
McGrady, 2001

political philosophy masters degree: ECONOMICS INTERACTIONS WITH OTHER
DISCIPLINES - Volume II John M. Gowdy , 2009-10-14 Economics Interactions with Other
Disciplines is the component of Encyclopedia of Development and Economic Sciences in the global
Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty one
Encyclopedias. The Theme on Economics Interactions with Other Disciplines reflects the new
interdisciplinary approach of economists, focusing on the issues of health and the environment. The
chapters range from standard applications of economic theory to more radical approaches. These
two volumes are aimed at the following five major target audiences: University and College Students
Educators, Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers, and
Decision Makers, NGOs and GOs.

political philosophy masters degree: Handbook of Research on the Regulation of the
Modern Global Migration and Economic Crisis Alaverdov, Emilia, Bari, Muhammad Waseem,
2023-02-17 Migration is not a new phenomenon; it has a centuries-long history since the world’s
population has been characterized by the desire to relocate not only from one country to another,
but from one continent to another as well. However, there is a significant difference between the
migrations of the past and the current one. Today’s migration is complicated by the strong emotional
reaction and hostile attitude from society. The study of migration processes needs interdisciplinary
approaches. The Handbook of Research on the Regulation of the Modern Global Migration and
Economic Crisis presents emerging research and case studies on global migration in the modern
world. Through interdisciplinary approaches, it further showcases the current challenges and
approaches in regulation. Covering topics such as forced migration, human trafficking, and national
identity, this major reference work is an excellent resource for migration specialists, government
officials, politicians, sociologists, economists, students and educators of higher education,
researchers, and academicians.

political philosophy masters degree: Philosophical Frontiers Mary E. Farrell, 2009 This
book contains essays and emerging thoughts that grapple with fundamental questions regarding
ourselves, our world and the environments in which we find ourselves. Included are considerations
of the issues of freedom and control, world philosophy, ethics, morality and judgement, and
investigations of diverse areas from ontology to sexual attraction.--P. [4] of cover.

political philosophy masters degree: Singapore : Miracle of a Mentor Khawaja, Aqila,
2018-08-02
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