
politics makes for strange bedfellows

politics makes for strange bedfellows is a phrase that captures the often
unexpected and paradoxical alliances that emerge within the political
landscape. Throughout history, political actors with divergent ideologies and
interests have joined forces to achieve common goals, highlighting the
complex nature of governance and power dynamics. This phenomenon reflects the
pragmatic side of politics where ideology sometimes takes a backseat to
strategic partnerships. Understanding why and how such alliances form
provides insight into political behavior, negotiations, and decision-making
processes. This article explores the origins of the phrase, examines notable
historical and contemporary examples, and analyzes the implications of such
alliances in modern politics. It also discusses the strategic calculations
behind these partnerships and their impact on political stability and policy
outcomes. The following sections delve deeper into the multifaceted nature of
political alliances that demonstrate why politics makes for strange
bedfellows.

Origins and Meaning of the Phrase

Historical Examples of Unlikely Political Alliances

Contemporary Instances of Strange Political Bedfellows

Reasons Behind Unusual Political Alliances

Implications of Strange Bedfellows in Politics

Origins and Meaning of the Phrase
The expression "politics makes for strange bedfellows" originates from the
Latin phrase "Dulce bellum inexpertis," which translates to "War is sweet to
those who have never experienced it," but the more direct predecessor is from
Shakespeare's play "The Tempest." The phrase metaphorically describes
situations where individuals or groups with opposing views or interests form
temporary or uneasy alliances in the political arena. This concept
underscores the pragmatic and sometimes opportunistic nature of politics,
where collaboration is necessary despite ideological differences.
Understanding the origin and meaning helps contextualize the phrase as a
reflection of real-world political dynamics rather than mere rhetoric.



Historical Examples of Unlikely Political
Alliances
History provides numerous examples illustrating how politics makes for
strange bedfellows. These alliances often arise out of necessity, shared
enemies, or common goals that transcend ideological divides.

The Allied Powers in World War II
During World War II, the Allied Powers consisted of countries with vastly
different political systems and ideologies, including the capitalist United
States and the communist Soviet Union. Despite profound ideological
conflicts, these nations united to defeat the Axis Powers. This alliance
exemplified how existential threats could override political differences,
resulting in cooperation that would have been unthinkable under normal
circumstances.

The United States and China’s Opening in the 1970s
Another significant example is the rapprochement between the United States
and the People's Republic of China in the 1970s. Despite decades of hostility
and ideological opposition during the Cold War, the two nations forged a
strategic partnership to counterbalance Soviet influence. This alliance
demonstrated pragmatism in international relations, where political necessity
outweighed ideological rivalry.

Coalition Governments in Parliamentary Systems
In parliamentary democracies, coalition governments often form between
parties with differing ideologies to secure a majority. For instance, in
Germany, the Christian Democratic Union (CDU) and the Social Democratic Party
(SPD) have formed grand coalitions despite representing center-right and
center-left ideologies, respectively. These coalitions highlight the
practical aspects of governance where ideological purity is sometimes
sacrificed for political stability.

Contemporary Instances of Strange Political
Bedfellows
In recent decades, politics continues to demonstrate that strange bedfellows
are not confined to history but are very much present in modern political
contexts.



Populist Movements and Established Parties
Populist parties across the globe have occasionally found themselves allied
with mainstream political entities to gain legislative leverage or influence
policy. For example, in some European countries, right-wing populist parties
have cooperated with traditional conservative parties, despite differing
approaches to governance and social policies. These partnerships illustrate
political expediency driven by electoral calculations.

Cross-Party Collaborations on Specific Issues
Issues such as climate change, national security, or economic reform have led
to collaborations that cut across party lines. Legislators with opposing
views on many subjects may join forces to address these critical challenges,
demonstrating that politics makes for strange bedfellows when common ground
is identified on urgent matters.

International Alliances Despite Ideological
Differences
In global politics, alliances often form based on strategic interests rather
than shared values. For instance, countries with differing political systems
and human rights records may collaborate on trade agreements or security
pacts. These relationships emphasize the realpolitik nature of international
relations.

Reasons Behind Unusual Political Alliances
Several factors drive the formation of unexpected political partnerships,
reflecting the complexity of political strategy and governance.

Shared Goals and Mutual Benefits
When parties or politicians identify overlapping objectives, such as
defeating a common adversary or passing critical legislation, they may
temporarily set aside ideological differences to achieve mutual benefits.
Pragmatism often dictates such alliances, especially in highly polarized
environments.

Electoral Calculations
Political actors sometimes form alliances to increase their chances of
electoral success. By joining forces, smaller parties can gain representation
or influence, while larger parties can consolidate power. These tactical



decisions highlight the strategic dimension of politics.

External Threats or Crises
National or international crises, such as wars, economic recessions, or
pandemics, can pressure political actors to unite for the sake of stability
and effective response. In such scenarios, collaboration becomes a necessity
rather than a choice.

Political Survival and Power Preservation
In some cases, alliances form as a means of political survival. When facing
threats to their positions or policies, politicians may seek partnerships
with unlikely allies to maintain power or influence.

Implications of Strange Bedfellows in Politics
The formation of unusual political alliances carries several implications for
governance, policy-making, and public perception.

Impact on Policy and Governance
Strange bedfellows can lead to compromises that affect policy outcomes. While
such alliances may facilitate the passage of legislation, they can also
result in diluted policies that attempt to satisfy diverse interests. This
dynamic can both advance and hinder effective governance.

Public Perception and Trust
These alliances may confuse or alienate voters who expect ideological
consistency from their representatives. Public trust in political
institutions can be affected when politicians appear to compromise principles
for strategic gain. Transparency and communication become critical in
managing these perceptions.

Political Stability and Instability
While some alliances promote stability by creating governing majorities,
others may be fragile and prone to breakdowns due to fundamental
disagreements. The sustainability of such partnerships is often uncertain,
impacting the overall stability of political systems.



Encouragement of Bipartisanship and Dialogue
On a positive note, strange political bedfellows can encourage dialogue and
bipartisanship, fostering a political culture that values negotiation and
cooperation over polarization. This can lead to innovative solutions and more
inclusive governance.

Shared goals can unite ideological opponents

Electoral strategy often drives alliances

External threats necessitate cooperation

Compromises may affect policy effectiveness

Public trust can be challenged by unexpected partnerships

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'politics makes for strange
bedfellows' mean?
The phrase means that in politics, people or groups with very different or
opposing views often have to cooperate or form alliances to achieve common
goals.

Where does the phrase 'politics makes for strange
bedfellows' originate from?
The phrase originates from William Shakespeare's play 'The Tempest,' where
the original line is 'Misery acquaints a man with strange bedfellows,' which
has been adapted to describe unexpected political alliances.

Can you give a modern example of 'strange
bedfellows' in politics?
A modern example is when political parties with differing ideologies come
together to form a coalition government, such as the alliance between certain
conservative and liberal parties to achieve a majority.

Why do politicians form alliances with unlikely



partners?
Politicians form alliances with unlikely partners to gain power, pass
legislation, or address urgent issues that require collaboration beyond
ideological boundaries.

How does the concept of 'strange bedfellows' affect
political decision-making?
It can lead to compromises and unpredictable policy outcomes, as parties with
conflicting interests must negotiate and find common ground, sometimes
resulting in unusual or temporary agreements.

Are 'strange bedfellows' always temporary in
politics?
Often, yes. These alliances are usually pragmatic and short-term, formed to
achieve specific objectives, but they may dissolve once the goals are met or
conflicts become irreconcilable.

What impact do 'strange bedfellows' have on public
perception of politics?
Such alliances can lead to public skepticism or cynicism as voters may see
these partnerships as opportunistic or contradictory, potentially undermining
trust in political institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Strange Bedfellows: The Politics of Unlikely Alliances
This book explores the dynamics behind unexpected political partnerships
across history. It delves into how opposing ideologies can sometimes unite
under common goals, creating alliances that surprise both supporters and
adversaries. Through case studies, the author illustrates the strategic and
sometimes precarious nature of these collaborations.

2. Enemies into Allies: The Surprising Politics of Cooperation
Focusing on the transformation of political relationships, this work examines
how former foes become collaborators. It highlights moments in global
politics where shared interests have overridden deep-seated animosities. The
book also discusses the implications of such alliances on policy and
governance.

3. Odd Couples: The Unlikely Political Partnerships That Shaped History
This title presents a collection of stories about political figures and
movements that formed unexpected partnerships. From cross-party
collaborations to international coalitions, it showcases how these strange



bedfellows influenced major political events. The narrative emphasizes the
complexity and often the necessity of compromise in politics.

4. The Politics of Strange Bedfellows: Coalition Building in Divided
Societies
This book analyzes how divided societies manage to form political coalitions
despite profound differences. It offers insights into the negotiation
processes and the delicate balancing acts required to maintain such
alliances. The author uses contemporary and historical examples to shed light
on coalition politics.

5. Unlikely Allies: Political Partnerships in Times of Crisis
Examining periods of crisis, this work reveals how political actors set aside
differences to address urgent challenges. It discusses the factors that
facilitate the formation of unlikely alliances and the obstacles they face.
The book also considers the long-term effects of these partnerships on
political landscapes.

6. Crossing the Aisle: Bipartisan Politics and Strange Bedfellows
This title delves into the phenomenon of bipartisan cooperation in otherwise
polarized political environments. It investigates cases where politicians
from opposite sides have worked together on legislation and reform. The book
highlights the motivations, benefits, and risks of crossing party lines.

7. Partners in Paradox: The Enigma of Political Strange Bedfellows
Exploring the paradoxical nature of certain political alliances, this book
examines how conflicting ideologies sometimes produce effective partnerships.
It looks at the psychological and strategic reasons behind these unions. The
author provides a theoretical framework for understanding why strange
bedfellows occur in politics.

8. Bridging the Divide: Strange Bedfellows in International Politics
Focusing on global affairs, this book discusses how countries with opposing
interests join forces for mutual benefit. It analyzes diplomatic strategies
and the role of international organizations in facilitating cooperation. The
narrative includes examples from both historical and contemporary
international relations.

9. The Art of Compromise: Strange Bedfellows and Political Success
This book emphasizes the role of compromise in achieving political goals
through unlikely alliances. It presents stories of successful political
negotiations where strange bedfellows found common ground. The author argues
that the ability to compromise is essential for effective governance and
policy-making.
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  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The Quote Verifier Ralph Keyes, 2007-04-01 Our
language is full of hundreds of quotations that are often cited but seldom confirmed. Ralph Keyes's
The Quote Verifier considers not only classic misquotes such as Nice guys finish last, and Play it
again, Sam, but more surprising ones such as Ain't I a woman? and Golf is a good walk spoiled, as
well as the origins of popular sayings such as The opera ain't over till the fat lady sings, No one
washes a rented car, and Make my day. Keyes's in-depth research routinely confounds widespread
assumptions about who said what, where, and when. Organized in easy-to-access dictionary form,
The Quote Verifier also contains special sections highlighting commonly misquoted people and
genres, such as Yogi Berra and Oscar Wilde, famous last words, and misremembered movie lines. An
invaluable resource for not just those with a professional need to quote accurately, but anyone at all
who is interested in the roots of words and phrases, The Quote Verifier is not only a fascinating
piece of literary sleuthing, but also a great read.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Hear Ye, Hear Ye James Lynn Heisterkamp, 1991
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Winning the Influence Game Michael Watkins,
Mickey Edwards, Usha Thakrar, 2002-02-28 Play the game to win More and more CEOs are
discovering that managing one's businessenvironment is as important as managing operations,
finance, andsales. Winning the Influence Game explains how a strategicgovernment relations
program can make a major impact on thatenvironment at the federal, state, and local levels.-Douglas
G.Pinkham, President, Public Affairs Council A useful, detailed handbook that should find itself on
thedesktop-or at the bedside-of every business leader. These are theskills that every business leader
needs to succeed in theincreasingly complex and rapidly changing globalized economy inwhich they
operate-and to gain competitive advantage for theircompany's future.-Ira Jackson, Director, Center
for Business andGovernment, John F. Kennedy School of Government Winning the Influence Game
provides an excellent overview for thecorporate leader of how government can impact the bottom
line-bothpositively and negatively. The clear, concise, and practical mannerin which the book is
organized and information provided makes it anextremely useful resource to those charged with the
responsibilityof creating an effective government relations program.-MargeryKraus, President and
CEO, APCO Worldwide
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs Jennifer Speake,
2015 This unique and thoroughly revised collection contains over 1,100 of the most widely used
proverbs in English, drawing on the resources of the Oxford Languages team for the most up-to-date
research. Lively and compelling, it is filled with favourites - old and new - with a strong emphasis on
meanings of proverbs catalogued.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Women Through Anti-Proverbs Anna T. Litovkina,
2018-10-01 This book examines stereotypical traits of women as they are reflected in
Anglo-American anti-proverbs, also known as proverb transformations, deliberate proverb
innovations, alterations, parodies, variations, wisecracks, fractured proverbs, and proverb
mutations. Through these sayings and witticisms the author delineates the image of women that
these anti-proverbs reflect, her qualities, attributes and behavior. The book begins with an analysis
of how women’s role in the family, their sexuality and traditional occupations are presented in
proverbs, and presents an overview of the genre of the anti-proverb. The author then analyses how
this image of women is transformed in anti-proverbs, sometimes subverting, but often reinforcing
the sexist bias of the original. This engaging work will appeal to students and scholars of humour
studies, paremiology, gender studies, cultural studies, folklore and sociolinguistics alike.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The Saturday Evening Post , 1925
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The ^AOxford Dictionary of American Quotations
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Hugh Rawson, Margaret Miner, 2005-12-15 With nearly 6,000 quotations arranged historically and
annotated extensively, you'll know not just who said what, but get the full story behind the quote.
Follow any of the more than five hundred topics (from Abolition to Zeal) and you will get a nutshell
history of what great (and not-so-great) Americans had to say about each one. Quotations are
arranged chronologically in each topic, allowing the reader to trace patterns of thought over time.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: From Humility to Hubris among Scholars and
Politicians Robert A. Stebbins, 2017-05-16 Achievement meritorious enough to generate discussion
covers considerable territory. This book concentrates on one part of it: that inhabited by scholars
and politicians. In their world self-esteem flowing from achievement is founded on expertise related
to ideas, their generation, and their implementation.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Baptist Commonwealth , 1907
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The Oxford Dictionary of Phrase and Fable
Elizabeth Knowles, 2006-10-12 This Dictionary is part of the Oxford Reference Collection: using
sustainable print-on-demand technology to make the acclaimed backlist of the Oxford Reference
programme perennially available in hardback format. What is a ham-and-egger? What are
Anglo-Saxon attitudes? Who or what is liable to jump the shark? Who first tried to nail jelly to the
wall? The answers to these and many more questions are in this fascinating book. Here in one
volume you can track down the stories behind the names and sayings you meet, whether in classic
literature or today's news. Drawing on Oxford's unrivalled bank of reference and language online
resources, this dictionary covers classical and other mythologies, history, religion, folk customs,
superstitions, science and technology, philosophy, and popular culture. Extensive cross referencing
makes it easy to trace specific information, while every page points to further paths to explore. A
fascinating slice of cultural history, and a browser's delight from start to finish. What is the fog of
war? Who first wanted to spend more time with one's family? When was the Dreamtime? How long
since the first cry of Women and children first? Where might you find dark matter? Would you want
the Midas touch? Should you worry about grey goo?
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Everything School Leaders Need to Know About
Assessment W. James Popham, 2010-04-15 Educational assessment in a nutshell for busy school
leaders! A leading expert in educational assessment, W. James Popham discusses the key principles
that educational leaders need to know about educational assessment to do their work effectively.
Readers will come away with crucial understandings that allow them to lead assessment of learning,
meet accountability requirements, and communicate with various stakeholders. Using plain
language, a witty writing style, and practical examples, Popham covers: Validity, reliability, and
assessment bias The importance of formative assessment Assessing students with disabilities and
English language learners Interpreting results of large-scale assessments Instructional sensitivity of
accountability tests
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: High in America Patrick Anderson, 2015-05-17
Bud.com and Garrett County Press present a new electronic edition of the classic High in America,
the definitive history of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML). This
is the story of the birth of contemporary pot politics. Veteran journalist Patrick Anderson, in
spectacular detail, recounts how a young lawyer from a small town, Keith Stroup, built an insanely
successful political operation that advocated for the millions of Americans stuck in the marijuana
closet. With the help of Hugh Hefner, Willie Nelson and others, Stroup managed to walk the
tightrope between drug counter-culture and straight America, taking the conversation out of the
realm of reefer madness and into the world of serious political debate. And the arguments NORML
introduced in the 1970s—scientific, medical and criminal—are alive in the contemporary fight for
legalization today. Anyone (smokers, lawyers, students and cops) who yearns to understand the
architecture of contemporary pot politics will find High in America a valuable and entertaining
resource. With a new forward by Justin Hall.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Health Policy Charlene Harrington, Carroll Estes,
2008 The Fifth Edition of this best-selling health policy text is updated with a collection of new



articles on various health policies. Health Policy provides a basic overview of the health policy and
political process as it relates to thte health status of the US, the organization and issues of the
healthcare system, and healthcare economics.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Useful Adversaries Thomas J. Christensen,
2020-05-05 This book provides a new analysis of why relations between the United States and the
Chinese Communists were so hostile in the first decade of the Cold War. Employing extensive
documentation, it offers a fresh approach to long-debated questions such as why Truman refused to
recognize the Chinese Communists, why the United States aided Chiang Kai-shek's KMT on Taiwan,
why the Korean War escalated into a Sino-American conflict, and why Mao shelled islands in the
Taiwan Straits in 1958, thus sparking a major crisis with the United States. Christensen first
develops a novel two-level approach that explains why leaders manipulate low-level conflicts to
mobilize popular support for expensive, long-term security strategies. By linking grand strategy,
domestic politics, and the manipulation of ideology and conflict, Christensen provides a nuanced and
sophisticated link between domestic politics and foreign policy. He then applies the approach to
Truman's policy toward the Chinese Communists in 1947-50 and to Mao's initiation of the 1958
Taiwan Straits Crisis. In these cases the extension of short-term conflict was useful in gaining
popular support for the overall grand strategy that each leader was promoting domestically:
Truman's limited-containment strategy toward the USSR and Mao's self-strengthening programs
during the Great Leap Forward. Christensen also explores how such low-level conflicts can escalate,
as they did in Korea, despite leaders' desire to avoid actual warfare.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Reclaiming a Scientific Anthropology Lawrence A.
Kuznar, 2008-09-11 This second edition of Reclaiming a Scientific Anthropology arrives at just the
right time, as new advances in science increasingly affect anthropologists of all stripes. Lawrence
Kuznar begins by reviewing the basic issues of scientific epistemology in anthropology as they have
taken shape over the life of the discipline. He then describes postmodern and other critiques of both
science and scientific anthropology, and he concludes with stringent analyses of these debates. This
new edition brings this important text firmly into the 21st century; it not only updates the scholarly
debates but it describes new research techniques-such as computer modeling systems-that could not
have been imagined just a decade ago. In a field that has become increasingly divided over basic
methods of reasearch and interpretation, Kuznar makes a powerful argument that anthropology
should return to its roots in empirical science.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Paper Doll Robert B. Parker, 1994-04-01 Boston PI
Spenser investigates the perfect murder in this New York Times bestselling mystery in Robert B.
Parker’s acclaimed series. She was a model wife and mother, bludgeoned with a hammer on the
streets of Beacon Hill. Spenser's searching for a motive and a murderer—and finding more secrets
than meet the eye... “Among the best Spensers...Parker's at the top of his game!”—Boston Globe
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: A Triple Shot of Spenser Robert B. Parker,
2005-11-01 A first-ever, triple-shot omnibus of the classic New York Times bestsellers featuring THE
WORLD'S MOST PERFECT PRIVATE EYE.-Los Angeles Times Book Review In Pastime, the Boston PI
revisits a crime from his past, and a young victim who wants answers. In Double Deuce, when
Spenser is drawn into a war against a Boston street gang. And in Paper Doll, a perfect suburban wife
and mother is found murdered. A random act? Spenser's isn't convinced.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: The Spenser Novels 16-21 Robert B. Parker,
2012-07-03 Six mystery novels featuring one of the most beloved detectives of all time: the Boston
private investigator known as Spenser. Playmates Stardust Pastime Double Deuce Paper Doll
Walking Shadow
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Archetype, Culture, and the Individual in Education
Clifford Mayes, 2020-03-16 In Archetype, Culture, and the Individual in Education: The Three
Pedagogical Narratives, Clifford Mayes presents a unique approach to understanding how Jungian
principles can inform pedagogical theory and practice. In a time when what the educational
historian Lawrence Cremin called the 'military-industrial-educational complex' and its standardized



education are running roughshod over the psyche and spirit of students, Mayes deploys depth
psychology, especially the work of Jung, to advance an archetypal approach to teaching and
learning. Mayes demonstrates how catastrophic it is to students when the classroom is governed by
forces that objectify the individual in a paralysing stranglehold. He argues that one’s life-narrative is
significantly impacted by one’s narrative as a learner; thus, schooling that commodifies learning and
turns the student into an object has neuroticizing effects that will spread throughout that student’s
entire life. In Part I, Mayes explores the interaction between archetypes and various types of
time—ultimately focusing on the individual but always mediated by ‘the cultural unconscious’. In
Parts II and III, he brings together education with (post-)Jungian and (post-)Freudian psychology,
examining transference/countertransference in the classroom; the Jungian idea of ‘the shadow’
applied to educational processes; Jung’s unique vision of ‘the symbol’ and its importance for
educational theory; and Jung’s ‘transcendent function’ as a prime educational modality. Mayes
concludes by looking to the future of archetypal pedagogy. This groundbreaking work in the
emerging field of Jungian pedagogy is invaluable reading in Jungian Studies, depth psychological
theory, educational theory, and for teachers and psychotherapists.
  politics makes for strange bedfellows: Grammar for Smart People Barry Tarshis,
2009-09-29 Good grammar is essential for effective communication. Yet many of us are plagued by
the same nagging question: If I'm so smart why does grammar make me feel so dumb? Grammar For
Smart People can help. Here at last, is a lively, user-friendly guide that zeroes in on the areas that
give everyone the most trouble, and it does it with an advantage most grammar books lack - a light
touch. You won't feel as though you're back in the fifth grade, diagramming sentences and
struggling with a grammar textbook filled with dull, unbreakable rules.
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