
politics during the gilded age

politics during the gilded age was a complex and transformative period in American history,
roughly spanning from the 1870s to the early 1900s. This era was marked by rapid industrialization,
significant economic growth, and profound social changes that deeply influenced the political
landscape. The Gilded Age politics were characterized by intense party rivalry, widespread
corruption, and the rise of powerful political machines. Furthermore, this period saw the emergence
of new political ideologies and movements that responded to the challenges of urbanization and
industrial capitalism. Understanding the politics of this era requires examining the key political
figures, parties, legislative developments, and the social dynamics that shaped governance. This
article explores the main aspects of politics during the Gilded Age, including party politics, political
corruption, reform movements, and the impact of economic forces. The following sections provide a
detailed analysis of these elements to offer a comprehensive view of this pivotal period in American
political history.

Party Politics and Electoral Dynamics

Political Corruption and Machine Politics

Economic Influence on Politics

Reform Movements and Responses

Legislative Developments and Government Policies

Party Politics and Electoral Dynamics
The political scene during the Gilded Age was dominated by fierce competition between the two
major parties: the Republicans and the Democrats. This rivalry shaped electoral outcomes and
governance strategies throughout the period. Both parties sought to appeal to a diverse electorate,
including industrialists, farmers, immigrants, and laborers, often resulting in closely contested
elections. The era was marked by high voter turnout rates and intense party loyalty, with many
elections decided by narrow margins. Political campaigns often focused on issues such as tariffs,
monetary policy, and civil service reform, reflecting the economic and social concerns of the time.

Republican Party Dominance
The Republican Party held significant sway during much of the Gilded Age, benefiting from its
association with the Union victory in the Civil War and its support among Northern industrial
interests. Republicans generally advocated for protective tariffs to shield American industries, a gold
standard monetary policy, and policies favoring business growth. Key Republican figures, such as
Presidents Ulysses S. Grant and Benjamin Harrison, influenced the direction of national politics
through their administrations, though their tenures were often marred by scandals and internal
divisions.



Democratic Party Strategies
The Democratic Party, strong in the South and among urban immigrant populations, positioned itself
as the party of limited government and states’ rights. Democrats often opposed high tariffs and
supported silver coinage to aid indebted farmers and working-class citizens. The party’s base
included Southern whites resistant to Reconstruction policies and Northern urban workers
discontent with industrial capitalism. Democratic leaders sought to unite these disparate groups
through appeals to economic populism and opposition to perceived Republican favoritism toward big
business.

Key Elections and Political Shifts
Several presidential elections during the Gilded Age were highly contested, reflecting the polarized
political environment. Notable elections include:

The 1876 election, resulting in the Compromise of 1877 and the end of Reconstruction

The 1884 election, marking Grover Cleveland’s first presidential victory as a Democrat after
decades of Republican dominance

The disputed 1876 and 1888 elections, illustrating the intense partisan battles and regional
divisions

Political Corruption and Machine Politics
One of the defining features of politics during the Gilded Age was widespread corruption and the
rise of political machines that controlled urban governance. Corruption permeated many levels of
government, fueled by close ties between business interests and political leaders. These corrupt
practices undermined public trust and prompted calls for reform.

Political Machines and Urban Control
Political machines, such as New York City’s Tammany Hall, wielded immense influence by mobilizing
immigrant and working-class voters through patronage and favors. These organizations provided
social services and jobs in exchange for political loyalty, effectively controlling local elections and
municipal governments. While machines helped integrate immigrants into political life, they also
perpetuated graft and electoral fraud.

Notorious Scandals
The Gilded Age was plagued by several high-profile political scandals that exemplified the era’s
corruption, including:

The Credit Mobilier scandal, involving fraudulent railroad contracts and bribes to Congress



members

The Whiskey Ring, a conspiracy among government officials to defraud the federal
government of tax revenue

The Star Route scandal, concerning postal service corruption and bribery

These scandals highlighted the challenges of maintaining ethical governance amid rapid economic
expansion and political patronage.

Economic Influence on Politics
The intersection of economic power and political authority was a hallmark of the Gilded Age.
Industrial magnates, often referred to as "robber barons," exerted considerable influence over
government policies and political leaders. The era’s laissez-faire economic philosophy allowed
businesses considerable freedom, often at the expense of labor rights and equitable wealth
distribution.

Industrialists and Political Power
Prominent industrialists such as John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, and J.P. Morgan amassed
vast fortunes that translated into political clout. These business leaders lobbied for favorable
legislation, including protective tariffs and limited regulation, to enhance their enterprises. Their
influence extended through campaign contributions and personal relationships with politicians,
shaping policy outcomes in their favor.

Labor Issues and Political Responses
The rapid industrialization of the Gilded Age generated significant labor unrest, as workers faced
low wages, long hours, and unsafe conditions. Strikes and labor movements became increasingly
common, prompting political debates over workers' rights and the role of government in regulating
industry. While some politicians supported labor reforms, many aligned with business interests,
resulting in limited progress for workers during this period.

Reform Movements and Responses
In reaction to the political corruption and social inequalities of the Gilded Age, various reform
movements emerged seeking to address pressing issues. These movements sought to improve
government accountability, expand democratic participation, and alleviate social injustices.

Civil Service Reform
The patronage system, or "spoils system," was a central target of reformers who advocated for



merit-based appointments to government jobs. The assassination of President James A. Garfield in
1881 by a disgruntled office seeker galvanized support for reform. This led to the passage of the
Pendleton Civil Service Act in 1883, which established a federal merit system and reduced political
patronage.

Populist Movement
The Populist Party emerged as a significant political force representing farmers and laborers
disaffected by economic hardship and political exclusion. The movement called for policies such as:

Free coinage of silver to increase the money supply

Government ownership of railroads and telegraph systems

Direct election of Senators

Graduated income tax

Although the Populists never achieved widespread electoral success, their platform influenced later
progressive reforms.

Legislative Developments and Government Policies
Throughout the Gilded Age, Congress enacted legislation that reflected the era’s economic priorities
and political compromises. Government policies often favored industrial expansion while attempting
to manage social tensions and political demands.

Tariff Legislation
Tariffs were a central political issue, with Republicans generally supporting high protective tariffs to
shield domestic industries, while Democrats often pushed for lower tariffs to reduce consumer costs.
Significant tariff acts included:

The Morrill Tariff (1861), which raised duties and laid groundwork for Republican tariff policy1.

The McKinley Tariff (1890), one of the highest tariffs enacted, sparking controversy and2.
political backlash

The Wilson-Gorman Tariff (1894), which attempted to lower rates but was weakened by special3.
interest amendments



Monetary Policy Debates
Monetary issues, particularly the debate over gold versus silver standards, were pivotal in Gilded
Age politics. Advocates of "free silver" sought to inflate currency by allowing silver coinage,
benefiting debtors and farmers. Conversely, supporters of the gold standard favored monetary
stability and business interests. This conflict influenced elections and legislative decisions,
underscoring the economic divisions of the period.

Frequently Asked Questions

What characterized politics during the Gilded Age?
Politics during the Gilded Age were marked by intense party loyalty, widespread political corruption,
patronage systems, and limited government intervention in the economy.

How did political machines influence Gilded Age politics?
Political machines, such as New York's Tammany Hall, controlled urban politics by mobilizing
immigrant votes, engaging in patronage, and often participating in corrupt practices to maintain
power.

What role did the spoils system play in the Gilded Age?
The spoils system rewarded political supporters with government jobs, leading to widespread
corruption and inefficiency, which eventually prompted civil service reform efforts.

Who were the main political parties during the Gilded Age and
what were their platforms?
The main parties were the Republicans and Democrats. Republicans generally supported business
interests, high tariffs, and Reconstruction policies, while Democrats favored limited government,
states' rights, and opposed high tariffs.

How did the Pendleton Civil Service Act impact politics in the
Gilded Age?
Passed in 1883, the Pendleton Civil Service Act aimed to curb corruption by establishing a merit-
based system for federal employment, reducing the influence of the spoils system.

What was the significance of the 1896 presidential election in
Gilded Age politics?
The 1896 election between William McKinley and William Jennings Bryan highlighted the deep
economic divisions of the era, focusing on issues like the gold standard versus free silver and
marking a realignment in political priorities.



How did Gilded Age politics affect social and economic
reforms?
Gilded Age politics often hindered social and economic reforms due to corruption and close ties
between politicians and business interests, though it also set the stage for the Progressive Era
reforms that followed.

Additional Resources
1. The Gilded Age: A Tale of Today by Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner
This novel, from which the era takes its name, offers a satirical look at the greed and political
corruption prevalent in post-Civil War America. Twain and Warner explore the stark contrasts
between wealth and poverty, highlighting how political machines and business magnates
manipulated the system. The book serves as a critique of the superficial glitter masking deeper
social issues during the Gilded Age.

2. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
While primarily a social novel, this book also touches on the political dynamics of New York’s elite
during the Gilded Age. Wharton examines how social conventions and political alliances shaped the
lives of the upper class. The narrative provides insight into the intersection of politics, society, and
personal ambition in this transformative era.

3. The Shame of the Cities by Lincoln Steffens
A pioneering work of investigative journalism, this book exposes the rampant municipal corruption
in major American cities during the Gilded Age. Steffens documents how political bosses and urban
machines controlled local governments, often through bribery and voter manipulation. His work
helped fuel the Progressive Era reforms aimed at cleaning up city politics.

4. How the Other Half Lives by Jacob Riis
Though focused on social reform and urban poverty, this groundbreaking photojournalism work
sheds light on the political neglect and indifference towards immigrant and working-class
communities. Riis’s vivid descriptions and photographs influenced public opinion and political
leaders, spurring efforts to address housing and labor conditions during the Gilded Age.

5. The Octopus: A Story of California by Frank Norris
Set against the backdrop of railroad monopolies, this novel explores the political and economic
power wielded by corporate interests in the Gilded Age. Norris portrays the struggle of farmers
against exploitative practices and corrupt politicians allied with big business. The book highlights
the tensions between populist movements and entrenched political elites.

6. Following the Color Line: American Negro Citizenship in the Progressive Era by Rayford W. Logan
This historical analysis connects the political disenfranchisement and civil rights struggles of African
Americans during and after the Gilded Age. Logan investigates how political policies and racial
segregation laws were entrenched during this period. The book provides essential context for
understanding race and politics in the late 19th century.

7. Boss Tweed: The Rise and Fall of the Corrupt Political Machine by Kenneth D. Ackerman
This biography details the life of William M. Tweed, the infamous leader of Tammany Hall in New
York City. Ackerman explores how Tweed’s political machine dominated city politics through



patronage and corruption. The book illustrates the broader themes of political manipulation and
reform efforts in the Gilded Age.

8. The Gilded Age and the Progressive Era: A Documentary Reader edited by William L. O’Neill and
Lee A. Craig
This collection of primary documents provides firsthand accounts of political events, speeches, and
reforms during the Gilded Age. The reader offers perspectives from politicians, activists, and
ordinary citizens, capturing the complexity of the political landscape. It is an invaluable resource for
understanding the era’s political debates and developments.

9. The Politics of the Gilded Age: Political Conflict and Social Change in America, 1877-1900 by
Robert H. Wiebe
Wiebe’s scholarly work analyzes the political transformations that shaped the United States during
the Gilded Age. The book discusses issues such as party politics, voter behavior, and the rise of
reform movements. It provides a comprehensive overview of how political conflict intertwined with
social and economic changes in this critical period.
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  politics during the gilded age: Politics in the Gilded Age, 1870-1900 The Open The Open
Courses Library, 2019-10-14 Politics in the Gilded Age, 1870-1900 U.S. History All told, from 1872
through 1892, Gilded Age politics were little more than political showmanship. The political issues of
the day, including the spoils system versus civil service reform, high tariffs versus low, and business
regulation, all influenced politicians more than the country at large. Very few measures offered
direct assistance to Americans who continued to struggle with the transformation into an industrial
society; the inefficiency of a patronage-driven federal government, combined with a growing
laissez-faire attitude among the American public, made the passage of effective legislation difficult.
Some of Harrison's policies, such as the Sherman Anti-Trust Act and the Sherman Silver Purchase
Act, aimed to provide relief but remained largely ineffective. Chapter Outline: Introduction Political
Corruption in Postbellum America The Key Political Issues: Patronage, Tariffs, and Gold Farmers
Revolt in the Populist Era Social and Labor Unrest in the 1890s The Open Courses Library
introduces you to the best Open Source Courses.
  politics during the gilded age: Encyclopedia of Politics of the American West Steven L.
Danver, 2013-04-25 The Encyclopedia of Politics in the American West is an A to Z reference work
on the political development of one of America’s most politically distinct, not to mention its fastest
growing, region. This work will cover not only the significant events and actors of Western politics,
but also deal with key institutional, historical, environmental, and sociopolitical themes and concepts
that are important to more fully understanding the politics of the West over the last century.
  politics during the gilded age: A Companion to 19th-Century America William Barney,
2008-04-15 A Companion to 19th-Century America is an authoritative overview of current
historiographical developments and major themes in the history of nineteenth-century America.
Twenty-seven scholars, all specialists in their own thematic areas, examine the key debates and
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historiography. A thematic and chronological organization brings together the major time periods,
politics, the Civil War, economy, and social and cultural history of the nineteenth century. Written
with the general reader in mind, each essay surveys the historical research, the emerging concerns,
and assesses the future direction of scholarship. Complete coverage of all the major themes and
current debates in nineteenth-century US history assessing the state of the scholarship and future
concerns. 24 original essays by leading experts in nineteenth-century American history complete
with up-to-date bibliographies. Chronological and thematic organization covers both traditional and
contemporary fields of research - politics, periods, economy, class formation, ethnicity, gender roles,
regions, culture and ideas.
  politics during the gilded age: Bourgeoisie, State and Democracy Graeme Gill, 2008-05-15
One of the key questions in social science is the role of the bourgeoisie in creating a democracy. An
important issue in contemporary international politics is the trajectory of the current Russian
political system. This book brings these questions together by exploring the role played by the
bourgeoisie in shaping political outcomes in five countries: contemporary Russia, and industrial
revolution Britain, France, Germany and the USA. Its main focus is the way the different new
business classes have been integrated into the political system, and the implications this had for the
political trajectories of the respective countries. The contemporary Russian experience is thrown
into relief by comparison with the national experiences of the other four countries, enabling
conclusions to be drawn about both the general question of the historic role of this class in
democratisation and the more specific question of its role in Russia today.
  politics during the gilded age: Rutherford B. Hayes and the Restoration of Presidential
Powers Charles Quince, 2020-11-09 For years, scholars have dismissed Rutherford B. Hayes as an
ineffective president. This work demolishes such conventional wisdom by showing that not only was
Hayes’ presidency effective, but it was also groundbreaking in its restoration of presidential
prerogatives. When Hayes took office in 1877, Congress was taking an ever more decisive role in
leading the nation. Hayes was up against a Democratic-controlled legislature and antagonized
Republican Party bosses. This work shows how Hayes overcame these forces to advance his agenda.
He resisted the hostile congressional effort to keep federal troops in the South; reinstated the gold
standard; instituted civil service reform; and ignored the clamor from congressmen beholden to
railway magnates to involve the military in the Great Strike of 1877. Hayes’ triumph over these
obstacles laid the foundation for the strong executive branch we know today. Presidential Prestige
will garner an eager audience of students, scholars, and members of the general public with an
interest in American history. By focusing on primary sources such as personal letters, congressional
records, and news media, this book adds a new dimension to the overall historiography of the late
nineteenth century American political landscape.
  politics during the gilded age: Party Politics in the Gilded Age Eric Bargeron, 2022 This
collection brings together primary source documents related to the roles the two major political
parties played during the Gilded Age.
  politics during the gilded age: American Politics in the Gilded Age Robert W. Cherny,
1997-01-30 Often Gilded-Age politics has been described as devoid of content or accomplishment, a
mere spectacle to divert voters from thinking about the real issues of the day. But by focusing too
closely on dramatic scandals and on the foibles of prominent politicians, many historians have
tended to obscure other aspects of late nineteenth-century politics that proved to be of great and
long-term significance. With the latest scholarship in mind, Professor Cherny provides a deft and
highly readable analysis that is certain to help readers better understand the characteristics and
important products of Gilded-Age politics. Topics covered include: voting behavior; the relation
between the popular will and the formation of public policy; the cause and effect of the deadlock in
national politics that lasted from the mid-1870s to the 1890s; the sources of political innovation at
state and local levels; and the notable changes wrought during the 1890s that ushered in important
new forms of American politics.
  politics during the gilded age: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew Whitmore



Robertson, 2010 Annotation st1\: · {behavior:url(£ieooui) } Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political
development through a unique chronological frameworkEncyclopedia of U.S. Political History
explores the events, policies, activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have
created and shaped political life in the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields
of history and political science, this seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars
the opportunity to examine the political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present
day. With greater coverage than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History
identifies and illuminates patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader & BAD:rsquo;s
understanding of American political institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both
government and history, the Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with
more than 100 essays for each of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one
of seven time periods that correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this
authoritative encyclopedia focus on thefollowing themes of political history:The three branches of
governmentElections and political partiesLegal and constitutional historiesPolitical movements and
philosophies, and key political figuresEconomicsMilitary politicsInternational relations, treaties, and
alliancesRegional historiesKey FeaturesOrganized chronologically by political erasReader &
BAD:rsquo;s guide for easy-topic searching across volumesMaps, photographs, and tables enhance
the textSigned entries by a stellar group of contributorsVOLUME 1Colonial Beginnings through
Revolution1500 & BAD:ndash;1783Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman
CollegeThe colonial period witnessed the transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an
independent federated republic. This volume discusses the diversity of the colonial political
experience & BAD:mdash;a diversity that modern scholars have found defies easy synthesis &
BAD:mdash;as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to revolution, and the
ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2The Early Republic1784 & BAD:ndash;1840Volume
Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue UniversityNo period in the history of the United States was
more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American republic.
This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and the
development of the party system.
  politics during the gilded age: Origins of the New South, 1877–1913 C. Vann Woodward,
1981-08-01 Winner of the Bancroft Prize After more than two decades, Origins of the New South is
still recognized both as a classic in regional historiography and as the most perceptive account yet
written on the period which spawned the New South. Historian Sheldon Hackney recently summed it
up this way: “The pyramid still stands. Origins of the New South has survived relatively untarnished
through twenty years of productive scholarship, including the eras of consensus and of the new
radicalism. . . . Woodward recognizes both the likelihood of failure and the necessity of struggle. It is
this profound ambiguity which makes his work so interesting. Like the myth of Sisyphus, Origins of
the New South still speaks to our condition.” This enlarged edition contains a new preface by the
author and a critical essay on recent works by Charles B. Dew.
  politics during the gilded age: The Presidencies of Grover Cleveland Richard E. Welch, 1988
Grover Cleveland, who served as both the twenty-second and the twenty-fourth president of the
United States, dominated the American political scene from 1884 to 1896. Viewed at one time as a
monument of presidential courage, Cleveland has over the past generation been dismissed by
historians as a Bourbon Democrat, the symbol of that wing of the Democratic party devoted to
preserving the status quo and protecting the interests of the propertied. In this revisionist study,
Richard Welch takes a fresh look at the Cleveland administrations and discovers a man whose
assertive temperament was frequently at odds with his inherited political faith. Although pledging
public allegiance to a Whiggish version of the presidency, Cleveland's aggressive insistence on
presidential independence led him to exercise increasing control of the executive branch and then to
seek influence over Congress and national legislation. Quick to denounce governmental paternalism
and the centralization of political power, Cleveland nevertheless expanded the authority of the
national government as he revised federal land and Indian policies in the West and ordered the army



to Chicago during the 1894 Pullman strike. For all his fears of constitutional innovation, he was
neither a champion of big business nor unaware of the problems posed by the post-Civil War
economic revolution. He signed the Interstate commerce Act, warned against the growing power of
industrial combination, advocated voluntary federal arbitration of labor-management disputes, and
fought the monopolization of western lands by railroad an timber corporations. Welch places
Cleveland's battles on behalf of tariff revision, civil service reform, and the gold standard within the
context of the conundrum of a strong president who usually failed to gain the cooperation of
Congress or the Democratic party. Cleveland reinvigorated the American presidency and
reestablished an equilibrium between the executive and legislative branches of the federal
government, but by his obdurate enmity to the silverites and the agrarian radicals, he helped assure
the division and defeat of his party in the election of 1896. Welch demonstrates that Cleveland's
achievements and failures as a political leader were attributable to an authoritarian temperament
that saw compromise as surrender. Two chapters of the book are devoted to Cleveland's diplomacy,
focusing especially on his response to Hawaiian and Cuban revolutions and the boundary dispute
between Venezuela and Great Britain. Welch takes issue with the currently popular thesis that U.S.
diplomacy in the last decade of the nineteenth century displayed a concerted governmental effort to
solve domestic economic problems by expanding foreign markets in East Asia and Latin America. In
addition to providing insights into the character of one of our more interesting presidents, this
reassessment of Grover Cleveland's historical legacy shows clearly that the Cleveland years served
as the essential preface to the development of a modern presidency and to the identification for
executive power.
  politics during the gilded age: Guide to U.S. Political Parties Marjorie R. Hershey, 2014-04-01
This one-volume reference presents the major conceptual approaches to the study of U.S. political
parties and the national party system, describing the organization and behavior of U.S. political
parties in thematic, narrative chapters that help undergraduate students better understand party
origins, historical development, and current operations. Further, it provides researchers with
in-depth analysis of important subtopics and connections to other aspects of politics. Key Features:
Thematic, narrative chapters, organized into six major parts, provide the context, as well as in-depth
analysis of the unique system of party politics in the United States. Top analysts of party politics
provide insightful chapters that explore how and why the U.S. parties have changed over time,
including major organizational transformations by the parties, behavioral changes among candidates
and party activists, and attitudinal changes among their partisans in the electorate. The authors
discuss the way the traditional concept of formal party organizations gave way over time to a
candidate-centered model, fueled in part by changes in campaign finance, the rise of new
communication technologies, and fragmentation of the electorate. This book is an ideal reference for
students and researchers who want to develop a deeper understanding of the current challenges
faced by citizens of republican government in the United States.
  politics during the gilded age: The Constitution, Law, and American Life Donald G. Nieman,
2011-01-01 The eight essays in this volume imaginatively explore the interrelationship between law
and society in nineteenth-century America and encompass in their discussion some of the major
historical issues of the era.
  politics during the gilded age: Randolph Bourne and the Politics of Cultural Radicalism
Leslie J. Vaughan, 1997 Reassesses the short life and career of American essayist, critic, and founder
of cultural radicalism Bourne (1886-1918), known today mostly for his opposition to US military
involvement in Europe and warnings about the military industrial complex. Vaughan (political
science, U. of Minnesota-Duluth) argues that his stance from outside establishment perspectives was
not a retreat from politics as many have claimed, but a form of political engagement free from the
suppositions that impede genuine debate and democratic change. Annotation copyrighted by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
  politics during the gilded age: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia of American
Political History Michael Kazin, Rebecca Edwards, Adam Rothman, 2011-08-28 Contains 150



articles that provide information about significant topics in American political history, including
ideas, philosophies, movements, economics, religion, and more.
  politics during the gilded age: Populism in the South Revisited James M. Beeby, 2012-01-26
The Populist Movement was the largest mass movement for political and economic change in the
history of the American South until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. The Populist
Movement in this book is defined as the Farmers' Alliance and the People's Party, as well as the
Agricultural Wheel and Knights of Labor in the 1880s and 1890s. The Populists threatened the
political hegemony of the white racist southern Democratic Party during populism's high point in the
mid-1890s; and the populists threw the New South into a state of turmoil Populism in the South
Revisited: New Interpretations and New Departures brings together nine of the best new works on
the populist movement in the South that grapple with several larger themes—such as the nature of
political insurgency, the relationship between African Americans and whites, electoral reform, new
economic policies and producerism, and the relationship between rural and urban areas—in case
studies that center on several states and at the local level. Each essay offers both new research and
new interpretations into the causes, course, and consequences of the populist insurgency. One essay
analyzes how notions of debt informed the Populist insurgency in North Carolina, the one state
where the Populists achieved statewide power, while another analyzes the Populists' failed attempts
in Grant Parish, Louisiana, to align with African Americans and Republicans to topple the incumbent
Democrats. Other topics covered include populist grassroots organizing with African Americans to
stop disfranchisement in North Carolina; the Knights of Labor and the relationship with populism in
Georgia; organizing urban populism in Dallas, Texas; Tom Watson's relationship with Midwest
Populism; the centrality of African Americans in populism, a comparative analysis of Populism across
the Deep South, and how the rhetoric and ideology of populism impacted socialism and the Garvey
movement in the early twentieth century. Together these studies offer new insights into the nature
of southern populism and the legacy of the Peoples' Party in the South.
  politics during the gilded age: Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History Andrew Robertson,
Michael A. Morrison, William G. Shade, Robert Johnston, Robert Zieger, Thomas Langston, Richard
Valelly, 2010-04-01 Unparalleled coverage of U.S. political development through a unique
chronological framework Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History explores the events, policies,
activities, institutions, groups, people, and movements that have created and shaped political life in
the United States. With contributions from scholars in the fields of history and political science, this
seven-volume set provides students, researchers, and scholars the opportunity to examine the
political evolution of the United States from the 1500s to the present day. With greater coverage
than any other resource, the Encyclopedia of U.S. Political History identifies and illuminates
patterns and interrelations that will expand the reader’s understanding of American political
institutions, culture, behavior, and change. Focusing on both government and history, the
Encyclopedia brings exceptional breadth and depth to the topic with more than 100 essays for each
of the critical time periods covered. With each volume covering one of seven time periods that
correspond to key eras in American history, the essays and articles in this authoritative encyclopedia
focus on the following themes of political history: The three branches of government Elections and
political parties Legal and constitutional histories Political movements and philosophies, and key
political figures Economics Military politics International relations, treaties, and alliances Regional
histories Key Features Organized chronologically by political eras Reader’s guide for easy-topic
searching across volumes Maps, photographs, and tables enhance the text Signed entries by a
stellar group of contributors VOLUME 1 ?Colonial Beginnings through Revolution ?1500–1783
?Volume Editor: Andrew Robertson, Herbert H. Lehman College ?The colonial period witnessed the
transformation of thirteen distinct colonies into an independent federated republic. This volume
discusses the diversity of the colonial political experience—a diversity that modern scholars have
found defies easy synthesis—as well as the long-term conflicts, policies, and events that led to
revolution, and the ideas underlying independence. VOLUME 2 ?The Early Republic ?1784–1840
?Volume Editor: Michael A. Morrison, Purdue University No period in the history of the United



States was more critical to the foundation and shaping of American politics than the early American
republic. This volume discusses the era of Confederation, the shaping of the U.S. Constitution, and
the development of the party system. VOLUME 3 ?Expansion, Division, and Reconstruction
?1841–1877 ?Volume Editor: William Shade, Lehigh University (emeritus) ?This volume examines
three decades in the middle of the nineteenth century, which witnessed: the emergence of the
debate over slavery in the territories, which eventually led to the Civil War; the military conflict
itself from 1861 until 1865; and the process of Reconstruction, which ended with the readmission of
all of the former Confederate States to the Union and the withdrawal of the last occupying federal
troops from those states in 1877. VOLUME 4 ?From the Gilded Age through the Age of Reform
?1878–1920 ?Volume Editor: Robert Johnston, University of Illinois at Chicago With the withdrawal
of federal soldiers from Southern states the previous year, 1878 marked a new focus in American
politics, and it became recognizably modern within the next 40 years. This volume focuses on race
and politics; economics, labor, and capitalism; agrarian politics and populism; national politics;
progressivism; foreign affairs; World War I; and the end of the progressive era. VOLUME 5
?Prosperity, Depression, and War ?1921–1945 ?Volume Editor: Robert Zieger, University of Florida
Between 1921 and 1945, the U.S. political system exhibited significant patterns of both continuity
and change in a turbulent time marked by racist conflicts, the Great Depression, and World War II.
The main topics covered in this volume are declining party identification; the Roosevelt Coalition;
evolving party organization; congressional inertia in the 1920s; the New Deal; Congress during
World War II; the growth of the federal government; Franklin D. Roosevelt’s presidency; the
Supreme Court’s conservative traditions; and a new judicial outlook. VOLUME 6 ?Postwar
Consensus to Social Unrest ?1946–1975 ?Volume Editor: Thomas Langston, Tulane University This
volume examines the postwar era with the consolidation of the New Deal, the onset of the Cold War,
and the Korean War. It then moves into the 1950s and early 1960s, and discusses the Vietnam war;
the era of John F. Kennedy; the Cuban Missile Crisis; the Civil Rights Act; Martin Luther King and
the Voting Rights Act; antiwar movements; The War Powers Act; environmental policy; the Equal
Rights Amendment; Roe v. Wade; Watergate; and the end of the Vietnam War. VOLUME 7 ?The
Clash of Conservatism and Liberalism ?1976 to present ?Volume Editor: Richard Valelly,
Swarthmore College ?The troubled Carter Administration, 1977–1980, proved to be the political
gateway for the resurgence of a more ideologically conservative Republican party led by a popular
president, Ronald Reagan. The last volume of the Encyclopedia covers politics and national
institutions in a polarized era of nationally competitive party politics and programmatic debates
about taxes, social policy, and the size of national government. It also considers the mixed blessing
of the change in superpower international competition associated with the end of the Cold War.
Stateless terrorism (symbolized by the 9/11 attacks), the continuing American tradition of civil
liberties, and the broad change in social diversity wrought by immigration and the impact in this
period of the rights revolutions are also covered.
  politics during the gilded age: The Presidencies of James A. Garfield & Chester A.
Arthur Justus D. Doenecke, 1981 This is the first single volume to focus on the presidencies of both
James A. Garfield and Chester A. Arthur. Drawing from a host of studies on the foreign and domestic
policies of the nation during the Gilded Age, as well as from his own primary research, the author
presents a somewhat revisionist look at Garfield and Arthur—revisionist in that he gives the reader a
renewed appreciation of both men. Far from being cynical spoilsmen or naive incompetents,
individuals whose presidencies provide studies in ineptitude, Garfield and Arthur emerge as men of
considerable ability. While making no claims of greatness, Doenecke maintains that each was a
significant transitional figure, playing a crucial role as the institution of the presidency moved from
the weak leadership of Andrew Johnson to the forceful direction of Theodore Roosevelt. According to
Doenecke, Garfield saw the office of chief executive primarily in administrative terms, and his great
battle was over keeping the power of appointment in his own hands. His victory over the Stalwarts
enhanced both the power and prestige of the office. His knowledge of how government worked was
unmatched; long before Woodrow Wilson made his mark, Garfield was the scholar in politics. The



diplomacy of Secretary of State James G. Blaine comes under critical scrutiny. Doenecke evaluates
his performance in the Chile-Peru War (War of the Pacific), the Guatemala-Mexico dispute, the
isthmian-canal issue, Irish-American activities in Britain, and efforts to secure markets in Korea.
,br>Garfield was assassinated less than six months after he entered office; he had yet to be tested
on major issues of public policy. Chester A. Arthur was ill prepared to be chief executive, was in poor
health much of the time while he was in office, and was faced with a hopelessly divided party.
Nevertheless, he was one of the nation's great political surprises. His administration pioneered in
the development of the navy, sought foreign markets for American surpluses, fostered civil-service
reform, and pressed for a scientific tariff. Doenecke devotes one chapter to the spoils system and the
background to the Pendleton Act, one to Arthur's strategy regarding the South, and then offers an
in-depth analysis of diplomacy during Arthur's tenure. During the presidencies of Garfield and
Arthur, the United States attempted to intervene in a war between Chile and Peru, sought to turn
Nicaragua into a protectorate, supplied leading advisers to Madagascar and Korea, and took a major
part in the Congo conference of 1884. In examining these activities, even while pointing to
uncoordinated statecraft and inept diplomacy, Doenecke challenges the long-held view that, from
1881 to 1885, the nation was withdrawn and insular. His fresh perspective on the Garfield and
Arthur years will be of considerable interest to historians of the Gilded Age.
  politics during the gilded age: Heaven in the American Imagination Gary Scott Smith,
2011-06-01 Drawing on an astounding array of sources, including works of art, music, sociology,
psychology, folklore, liturgy, sermons, poetry, fiction, and devotional books, Smith paints a
sweeping, provocative portrait of what Americans--from Jonathan Edwards to Mitch Albom--have
thought about heaven. Concepts of heaven, he shows, are ever-changing, constantly adapting to the
spirit of the age. In the colonial era, heaven focused primarily on the glory of God. Today, many see
it as a celestial entertainment center or a paradise where everyone can reach their full potential.
  politics during the gilded age: Realigners Timothy Shenk, 2022-10-18 One of The Wall Street
Journal’s best political books of 2022 An eye-opening new history of American political conflict, from
Alexander Hamilton to Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. These days it seems that nobody is satisfied with
American democracy. Critics across the ideological spectrum warn that the country is heading
toward catastrophe but also complain that nothing seems to change. At the same time, many have
begun to wonder if the gulf between elites and ordinary people has turned democracy itself into a
myth. The urges to defend the country’s foundations and to dismantle them coexist—often within the
same people. How did we get here? Why does it feel like the country is both grinding to a halt and
falling to pieces? In Realigners, the historian Timothy Shenk offers an eye-opening new biography of
the American political tradition. In a history that runs from the drafting of the Constitution to the
storming of the Capitol, Shenk offers sharp pen portraits of signal characters from James Madison
and Charles Sumner to Phyllis Schlafly and Barack Obama. The result is an entertaining and
provocative reassessment of the people who built the electoral coalitions that defined American
democracy—and a guide for a time when figures ranging from Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez to
MAGA-minded nationalists seek to turn radical dreams into political realities. In an era when it
seems democracy is caught in perpetual crisis, Realigners looks at earlier moments in which popular
majorities transformed American life. We’ve had those moments before. And if there’s an escape
from the doom loop that American politics has become, it’s because we might have one again.
  politics during the gilded age: The Gilded Age Mark Twain, Charles Dudley Warner, 1904
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