political cartoons that are funny

political cartoons that are funny have long been an essential medium for social and political commentary,
blending humor with critical insight. These cartoons use satire, caricature, and wit to highlight the
absurdities, contradictions, and controversies within politics, making complex issues more accessible and
engaging to a broad audience. The power of political cartoons lies in their ability to provoke thought,
entertain, and challenge authority simultaneously. This article explores the history, styles, and impact of
political cartoons that are funny, emphasizing how humor enhances political discourse. Additionally, it
examines some of the most iconic examples and the techniques artists use to create compelling and
memorable illustrations. Understanding the role of humor in political cartoons offers valuable insight into
their continued relevance in modern society and media. The following sections will provide a detailed

overview of these aspects.

The History of Political Cartoons

Key Elements of Funny Political Cartoons

Notable Artists and Iconic Cartoons

The Role of Humor in Political Commentary

Common Themes in Political Cartoons That Are Funny

Impact and Influence of Political Cartoons

The History of Political Cartoons

The tradition of political cartoons dates back several centuries, evolving alongside political systems and
media forms. Originally appearing in pamphlets and newspapers, these cartoons quickly became a potent
tool for public critique and satire. Early examples can be found in 18th-century England, where artists like
James Gillray and William Hogarth pioneered the use of caricature and exaggerated imagery to lampoon
political figures and policies. Over time, political cartoons became a staple of newspapers and magazines
worldwide, adapting to changing political climates and technological advancements. This historical context
lays the foundation for understanding the development of political cartoons that are funny and their

enduring significance in political discourse.



Origins in Satire and Caricature

Political cartoons originated as satirical illustrations that employed caricature—exaggerating physical
features to emphasize personality traits or flaws. These early works were often sharply critical, using
humor to expose corruption, incompetence, or hypocrisy among political leaders. The accessibility of
cartoons allowed them to reach audiences regardless of literacy levels, making them an effective medium

for spreading political messages and critiques.

Evolution Through Print Media

With the rise of mass print media in the 19th and 20th centuries, political cartoons gained wider circulation
and influence. Newspapers and magazines regularly featured cartoons to complement editorials and news
stories, often shaping public opinion. The development of color printing and advances in illustration
techniques further enhanced their visual appeal and impact. Throughout history, political cartoons have

reflected and influenced political movements, social changes, and public sentiment.

Key Elements of Funny Political Cartoons

Creating political cartoons that are funny involves a careful balance of humor, clarity, and political insight.
Several elements contribute to the effectiveness and appeal of these cartoons. Understanding these
components provides insight into how artists craft compelling visual commentary that resonates with

audiences.

Satire and Irony

Satire is the backbone of most political cartoons that are funny. It uses humor, irony, and exaggeration to
criticize or highlight the folly of political figures or policies. Irony, in particular, helps underscore

contradictions or absurdities in political narratives, making the message more impactful and memorable.

Exaggeration and Caricature

Exaggeration is a key visual tool that enhances humor and draws attention to specific traits or issues.
Caricature amplifies physical features or mannerisms of politicians and public figures, making them

instantly recognizable while emphasizing particular character flaws or behaviors.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Political cartoons often employ symbols and metaphors to convey complex ideas succinctly. Common



symbols include animals, objects, or cultural icons that represent political parties, ideologies, or social issues.

These visual shortcuts help communicate messages quickly and effectively.

Clear and Concise Messaging

Despite the humorous tone, political cartoons must deliver a clear message to avoid confusion. Effective
cartoons combine strong visuals with minimal text, ensuring that the humor supports rather than obscures

the political commentary.

Notable Artists and Iconic Cartoons

Several cartoonists have made significant contributions to the genre of political cartoons that are funny,
shaping public discourse and the art form itself. Their work continues to influence contemporary cartoonists

and audiences worldwide.

James Gillray

Often regarded as the father of political cartoons, James Gillray’s 18th-century work set the standard for
satire and caricature. His cartoons mocked British politics and society with biting humor and exaggerated

depictions, many of which remain influential.

Thomas Nast

Known as the "Father of the American Cartoon,” Thomas Nast played a crucial role in shaping political
cartoons in the United States during the 19th century. His work exposed corruption, particularly targeting

Boss Tweed and Tammany Hall, and helped popularize symbols like the elephant for the Republican Party.

Herblock (Herbert Block)

Herblock was a prolific 20th-century cartoonist whose sharp wit and fearless critique of political figures
earned him widespread acclaim. His cartoons often combined humor with pointed social commentary,

particularly during the McCarthy era and the Civil Rights Movement.

Contemporary Cartoonists

Modern cartoonists continue the tradition of political cartoons that are funny by addressing current political

events with innovative styles and digital media. Their work remains a vital part of public discourse, often



shared widely through online platforms and social media.

The Role of Humor in Political Commentary

Humor is a fundamental aspect of political cartoons that are funny, serving multiple functions in political
communication. It can disarm audiences, break down complex issues, and foster critical thinking, all while

entertaining readers.

Engaging and Informing Audiences

Humor attracts attention and makes political commentary more accessible. By presenting serious topics in a
lighter tone, cartoons can engage a broader audience, including those who might not typically follow

politics closely.

Encouraging Critical Reflection

Funny political cartoons often provoke reflection by exposing contradictions, hypocrisy, or injustice. The

use of satire encourages viewers to question political narratives and consider alternative perspectives.

Providing Social Relief

In times of political tension or crisis, humor in cartoons can offer a form of social relief, helping people cope

with difficult realities by providing a moment of levity without diminishing the importance of the issues.

Common Themes in Political Cartoons That Are Funny

Political cartoons that are funny frequently address recurring themes that reflect ongoing societal and
political challenges. These themes resonate with audiences because they tap into shared experiences and

concerns.

e Political Corruption: Highlighting abuses of power and unethical behavior among politicians.
e Election Campaigns: Satirizing candidates, election promises, and campaign strategies.

e Government Policies: Critiquing laws, regulations, and political decisions with humorous

exaggeration.



¢ International Relations: Depicting diplomacy, conflicts, and global politics through witty visuals.

e Social Issues: Addressing topics like inequality, civil rights, and environmental concerns with

comedic insight.

Impact and Influence of Political Cartoons

Political cartoons that are funny have a significant impact on public opinion, media, and political culture.
Their blend of humor and criticism makes them powerful tools for shaping discourse and influencing

attitudes.

Shaping Public Opinion

By distilling complex political issues into accessible and humorous visuals, political cartoons influence how
the public perceives leaders and policies. They can reinforce or challenge prevailing narratives,

contributing to democratic engagement.

Enhancing Media Coverage

Cartoons complement traditional news coverage by providing an alternative form of commentary that can
highlight overlooked aspects of political stories. Their visual nature makes them memorable and shareable

across media platforms.

Fostering Political Awareness

Exposure to political cartoons that are funny can increase political awareness and literacy. They encourage

audiences to stay informed and critically evaluate political developments.

Encouraging Civic Participation

By making politics more approachable and engaging, humorous political cartoons can inspire greater civic

participation, including voting, activism, and public debate.



Frequently Asked Questions

What makes a political cartoon funny?

A political cartoon is funny when it uses satire, irony, exaggeration, and clever visual metaphors to

highlight political issues or personalities in a humorous and thought-provoking way.

‘Who are some famous cartoonists known for funny political cartoons?

Famous cartoonists include Herblock (Herbert Block), Garry Trudeau, and Matt Wuerker, who are well-

known for their witty and insightful political cartoons.

How do political cartoons influence public opinion?

Political cartoons use humor and satire to simplify complex issues, making them more accessible and

engaging, which can shape public opinion by highlighting absurdities or injustices in politics.

Are funny political cartoons effective during election seasons?

Yes, funny political cartoons are particularly effective during election seasons as they capture voter

attention, critique candidates' platforms or behavior, and encourage political engagement through humor.

Can political cartoons be funny without being offensive?

Yes, effective political cartoons strike a balance by being humorous and critical without resorting to

offensive stereotypes or personal attacks, focusing instead on ideas and policies.

Where can I find trending funny political cartoons online?

Trending funny political cartoons can be found on websites like The New Yorker, Politico, The

Washington Post, and social media platforms where cartoonists share their latest work.

Additional Resources

1. Laughing at Power: The Hilarious World of Political Cartoons
This book explores the sharp wit and humor found in political cartoons throughout history. It showcases
iconic cartoons that have made people laugh while critiquing politicians and policies. Filled with colorful

illustrations and clever commentary, it’s a must-read for anyone who enjoys satire and political humor.

2. Cartooning the Crisis: Funny Takes on Political Turmoil

Delve into a collection of political cartoons that use humor to make sense of chaotic times. This book



highlights how cartoonists turn serious political events into moments of laughter and reflection. Perfect for

readers who appreciate biting satire and clever visual jokes.

3. The Art of Political Satire: Laughing Through the Lens of Cartoons
A comprehensive look at how political cartoons use comedy to influence public opinion and spark debate. It
features some of the funniest and most memorable cartoons from around the world. Readers will gain

insight into the techniques cartoonists use to blend humor with powerful messages.

4. Gags and Government: A Funny History of Political Cartoons
Tracing the evolution of political cartoons, this book highlights the funniest moments in political art and
satire. It reveals how cartoons have always been a tool for humor and dissent. With witty captions and

sharp drawings, it’s an entertaining journey through political history.

5. Political Punchlines: Cartoons That Make Democracy Laugh
This collection brings together the most hilarious political cartoons that poke fun at leaders and policies. It
emphasizes the role of humor in keeping democracy lively and responsive. Readers will enjoy the clever

caricatures and satirical jabs that lighten even the heaviest topics.

6. Satire and Smiles: The Funniest Political Cartoons of Our Time
Featuring contemporary political cartoons, this book offers a humorous take on modern politics. It captures
the absurdities and contradictions of political life with a lighthearted touch. Ideal for fans of satire who want

to see current events through a funny lens.

7. Drawn to Laugh: The Comedic Genius of Political Cartoonists
Celebrate the creativity and humor of political cartoonists who turn complex issues into laugh-out-loud
images. This book includes interviews, background stories, and some of the funniest cartoons ever

published. It’s a tribute to the power of humor in political commentary.

8. Funny Faces of Politics: Cartoons That Crack You Up
A vibrant collection of political cartoons known for their sharp humor and clever caricatures. The book
highlights how cartoonists exaggerate features and situations to comic effect. It’s a delightful read for

anyone who enjoys political humor with a visual punch.

9. Humor Under Fire: Political Cartoons That Take No Prisoners
This book compiles bold and funny political cartoons that fearlessly critique power figures and controversial
issues. It shows how humor can serve as a weapon against oppression and corruption. With biting satire and

hilarious illustrations, it’s both entertaining and thought-provoking.
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political cartoons that are funny: Attitude Ted Rall, 2002 This inspired collection of political
cartoons laughs in the face of the mainstream political cartoons featured in daily newspapers that
make lame jokes about the news while sucking up to the corporations that own them. This collection
features the next generation of artists out to save the world: artists whose cartoons run in the
hottest and most subversive alternative papers around the US. This collection includes hundreds of
cartoons and interviews with over 20 of the best in young, alternative, really political comic art. In
b/w throughout.

political cartoons that are funny: Lines of Contention ]. G. Lewin, P.J. Huff, 2007-11-13 The
political turmoil of the Civil War Era has been analyzed many times, but one area of this period's
history is often overlooked: a large body of humorous, clever, and scathing editorial cartoons from
publications such as Harper's Weekly, Vanity Fair, Punch, and Leslie's Illustrated. In Lines of
Contention, the best of these cartoons has finally been collected into one place to illuminate the
social, political, and cultural climate of Civil War—Era America. The cartoons have been pulled from
both sides of the fence and provide insight into the incidents and opinions surrounding the war as
well as the mind-sets and actions of all the major figures. Lines of Contention presents a unique
history of the Civil War and its participants.

political cartoons that are funny: Presidential Humor: A Collection of the Funniest
Anecdotes and Jokes by American Presidents Pasquale De Marco, Laughter and politics may
seem like an unlikely pairing, but throughout history, presidents have used humor to connect with
the public, defuse tensions, and even achieve political goals. From the witty remarks of Abraham
Lincoln to the self-deprecating jokes of Ronald Reagan, presidential humor has taken many forms.
This book is a celebration of the lighter side of the presidency, a collection of the funniest anecdotes
and jokes told by American presidents. From laugh-out-loud one-liners to hilarious
mispronunciations and off-the-cuff remarks, these stories offer a glimpse into the personalities of our
nation's leaders and the ways in which they have used humor to navigate the challenges of the
presidency. Inside, you'll find: * Hilarious quips and zingers from presidents past and present *
Unforgettable gaffes and blunders that will make you laugh out loud * Witty jokes and anecdotes
about political opponents, the campaign trail, and the White House itself * Presidential parodies,
impersonations, and cartoons that poke fun at the presidency * Humorous stories and anecdotes
from presidential press conferences, interviews, and speeches Whether you're a history buff, a
political junkie, or simply someone who enjoys a good laugh, this book is sure to entertain and
delight. So sit back, relax, and prepare to see the presidency in a whole new light. This book is a
must-read for anyone who loves presidential history, humor, or both. It's also the perfect gift for
anyone who needs a good laugh. If you like this book, write a review!

political cartoons that are funny: Love of Country and Political Cartoons , 2019-02-20
This 76-page paperback book features conservative cartoons, caricatures, drawings, and interesting
interpretations of newsworthy content illustrated by political cartoonist The Patriola. This book is in
FULL color and includes approximately 85+ illustrations and also includes a handful of pencil
drawings as well. These political cartoons are NOT politically correct. High quality, high resolution
full color images with page numbers on white pages. Also includes bonus pages which features
thumbnail collections of early drawings, how one of the cartoons was made, and a selection of
pencil-drawn Republican candidates who ran in the 2018 election. Some deplorable cartoons are
funny. Some cartoons are serious. Some cartoons tell a story and share a portrayal of truth. Some
cartoons are related to the 2018 & 2020 elections and some are related to the news cycles. These
memes are widely-circulated on Twitter and have grown quite popular in a short amount of time.
These conservative political cartoons are now published in a glossy book you can hold in your hands!
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This makes a great gift for that special person in your life who wants to Make America Great Again.
Supporters of President Trump will love this book because it celebrates his progress and it mocks
the Democrat leaders who obstruct him at every turn. There is a nice range of political comedy and
political theater. These colorful creative digital illustrations are designed by hand in Photoshop CC,
and each original cartoon took about 6-16 hours to complete. Republicans and Independent voters
will definitely like and appreciate this book a lot more than the Democrats, but some Democrats who
are fed up with the corruption will like these cartoons too. Make America Great Again. Keep America
Great. Conservative MAGA political cartoons that fights the fake news! Give your wife, husband,
teenagers who are getting ready to vote, neighbors, friends, and family a great book that will
entertain them, make them laugh, cry, get mad, and crack up and draw on all the emotions of human
nature. Makes a great Valentine's Day, Mother's Day, Father's Day, Christmas, and Birthday present
for Trump supporters. When you receive your copy, it will not have the words Copyrighted Material
written on the cover and all the pages - that is just on the product thumbnail when displayed on
Amazon. This is a high quality book for people who are Proud to Be Deplorable!

political cartoons that are funny: The Best Political Cartoons of the Year 2009 Daryl Cagle,
Brian Fairrington, 2008 Popular editorial cartoonist Cagle and his staff have chosen more than 150
of the best cartoons worldwide and compiled them all in this humorous--and sometimes sad--look
back at 2008, from the writers' strike in Hollywood to the Olympics in Beijing.

political cartoons that are funny: America's Funniest Comic Book Pasquale De Marco,
2025-05-09 Are you ready for a side-splitting journey into the world of humor? America's Funniest
Comic Book is the ultimate guide to laughter, packed with hilarious jokes, witty anecdotes, and
expert insights into the art of comedy. Whether you're a seasoned comedy enthusiast or just looking
for a good chuckle, America's Funniest Comic Book has something for everyone. Delve into chapters
dedicated to the humor of everyday life, the workplace, and the power of laughter as medicine.
Explore the history of political cartoons and the ethics of humor. Discover the secrets of writing and
performing stand-up comedy, and learn how to use humor to build connections and heal wounds.
With contributions from renowned comedians, humor researchers, and social commentators,
America's Funniest Comic Book offers a multifaceted perspective on the art of comedy. From the
science of laughter to the cultural impact of humor, this book provides a comprehensive exploration
of the many ways in which humor enriches our lives. Whether you're reading it cover-to-cover or
dipping in and out for a quick chuckle, America's Funniest Comic Book is the perfect companion for
anyone who appreciates the power of a good laugh. Its pages are filled with humor in all its forms,
from witty one-liners to laugh-out-loud stories. So sit back, relax, and prepare to be entertained.
America's Funniest Comic Book is the ultimate guide to the world of humor, and it's guaranteed to
leave you with a smile on your face. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

political cartoons that are funny: Humorous Sceptic Or, Is It Just Me? N. Anthony
Bonaparte, 1999-10-01 The political cartoon--history in a nutshell--a succinct and satirical view of
world events.

political cartoons that are funny: Britain's Best Political Cartoons 2023 Tim Benson,
2023-10-26 Bringing much-needed humour to another chaotic year in politics, Britain's Best Political
Cartoons 2023 offers a tour of the most high-profile, notorious and absurd news stories of the year,
as seen through the eyes of our nation's finest satirists. This collection features the work of Peter
Brookes, Steve Bell, Morten Morland, Nicola Jennings, Christian Adams, Dave Brown, Brian Adcock
and many more, alongside captions from Britain's leading cartoon expert. The result is a sharply
observed, stunningly creative and side-splittingly funny guide to another year like no other. It is the
perfect gift for friends, family, or just for yourself.

'A wonderful book . . . A beautiful
thing to look at . . . Our brilliant cartoonists show there is still something to satirise . . . A great
stocking filler.' Giles Coren 'A blockbuster collection of the year's funniest political cartoons . . .
[compiled by] Britain's leading authority on political cartoons . . . It made us chuckle.' Eamonn
Holmes




political cartoons that are funny: Funny Protest Signs Michael Johnson, Al, 2025-03-29
Funny Protest Signs explores the intriguing intersection of political activism and humor, revealing
how wit and sarcasm can become potent tools for social commentary. The book argues that humor
circumvents traditional communication barriers, making political messages more accessible and
memorable. For instance, a clever pun on a protest sign can capture public attention more
effectively than a straightforward slogan. This social science investigation begins by examining types
of humor used in protest signs, like irony and satire. It then analyzes the psychological effects of
humor on attitudes and behaviors, considering cognitive processing and emotional responses. The
book also delves into the strategic use of humor in different protest contexts, tailoring messages for
specific audiences. Finally, it addresses cultural and social factors influencing the interpretation of
these signs, culminating in a discussion of the ethical implications of using humor in protest. The
book uses a curated collection of protest sign images to support its arguments.

political cartoons that are funny: Cartoons Magazine , 1914

political cartoons that are funny: Laughing Matters Richard Laurent, 2018-11-28 Richard
Laurent takes us down the rabbit hole of current American politics, harkening back to the 2016
presidential campaign and the election of Donald J. Trump. This collection of political cartoons will
stimulate dialogue, encourage debate, and tickle the funny bone. It's a book created to enlighten and
enjoy.

political cartoons that are funny: Line of Fire Jim Morin, 1991

political cartoons that are funny: Funny Election Moments Michael Davis, Al, 2025-03-29
Funny Election Moments explores the often-unintentional humor found within political campaigns,
from bizarre speeches to campaign ads gone wrong. It examines why these moments occur and their
impact on elections, revealing the delicate balance politicians must strike between seriousness and
relatability. The book highlights the art of the political gaffe, the evolution of comical campaign
advertising, and how humor shapes public perception. For example, accidental insults can
sometimes humanize a candidate, while other times, they can be career-ending. Drawing from
historical archives and campaign records, the book analyzes pivotal election cycles from the 20th
century to today. It argues that these humorous moments are not trivial, but rather significant
indicators of campaign strategies and societal values. The rise of television and social media has
amplified these moments, making them even more crucial to understand. The book adopts a
chronological approach, categorizing funny moments by type and analyzing their influence on voter
behavior, media coverage, and the overall tone of campaigns, ultimately addressing the ethical
considerations of humor in politics.

political cartoons that are funny: The Ungentlemanly Art Stephen Hess, Milton Kaplan,
1968 This account of the American political cartoon from 1747 to the work of contemporary
cartoonists such as Mauldin and Herblock chronicles the careers of the famous figures and the
political situations which provided the cartoonists with their material. It also offers a picture of the
mass media (broadsides, newspapers and magazines) through which the cartoonists reached their
audiences.

political cartoons that are funny: Drawn and Quartered Paul Conrad, 1985

political cartoons that are funny: The World of Funny Poetry Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-24 Welcome to the wonderful world of humorous poetry, where laughter and wit dance on
the page! This delightful collection of funny poems is sure to tickle your funny bone and leave you
grinning from ear to ear. Within these pages, you'll encounter a kaleidoscope of comedic verses that
explore the absurdities of life, the quirks of human nature, and the sheer joy of wordplay. With
clever turns of phrase, unexpected twists, and hilarious punchlines, these poems will keep you
entertained from beginning to end. Whether you're a seasoned poetry lover or new to the genre,
you're sure to find something to enjoy in this diverse collection. From lighthearted and playful
rhymes to sharp and satirical verses, there's something for every taste. The poems in this book are
perfect for a quick chuckle or a deep belly laugh. They're also great for sharing with friends and
family, so you can spread the joy of laughter far and wide. In addition to being laugh-out-loud funny,



these poems are also thought-provoking and insightful. They offer a unique perspective on the world
around us, helping us to see the humor in everyday situations and to appreciate the absurdity of life.
So sit back, relax, and prepare to be tickled pink by this delightful collection of humorous poetry. It's
the perfect antidote to a long day, a gloomy mood, or a serious case of the blahs. Laughter is the
best medicine, and this book is your prescription for a healthy dose of hilarity. If you like this book,
write a review on google books!

political cartoons that are funny: Funny Stuff Philip Witte, Rex Hesner, 2024-07-16 Funny
Stuff is a tribute to a unique art form: the single-panel gag cartoon. It looks at why so many of us
enjoy cartoons, and what makes for a great cartoon. Authors Phil Witte and Rex Hesner consider
how cartoonists can present a complex or odd scenario that we immediately grasp, and what enables
us to “get” the humor in a flash. Based on interviews with cartoonist legends—Roz Chast, Sam
Gross, Harry Bliss, Joe Dator, Mick Stevens, and many others—Funny Stuff will show how cartoons
reveal much about the psyches of their creators. For instance: Roz Chast, known for her neurotic
cartoon characters, feared she might die taking a bath because the tub could crash through the
floor. The text is abundant with cartoons illustrating the observations of Witte and Hesner. They
point to cartoonists who rely on common situations (the desert island, Garden of Eden, hell) and
stock characters (the pirate, business executive, scientist), as well as cartoonists who subvert these
conventions. They analyze types of humor: absurd, dark, ironic, satirical. They address how the
wording of a caption can mean the difference between a cartoon succeeding and almost succeeding,
and the extra degree of difficulty required of the caption-less cartoon. They discuss cartooning as an
art form, and specifically how the artwork of the best cartoons supports the humor. This book
features a foreword written by Bob Mankoff, former cartoon editor at The New Yorker and a legend
in the cartoon world.

political cartoons that are funny: Now Who Do We Blame? Tom Toles, 2005 My cartoons
are my best appraisal of a situation presented in the funniest or most compelling way I can. Read my
cartoons. What I have to say is in them.-Tom Toles It's been a decade since political cartoonist Tom
Toles collected his panels in book form. He's had a busy decade and plenty of time to further
sharpen both his wit, commentary, and pen. NOW Who Do We Blame? presents an editorial master
at the top of his game, in all of his whimsical, sometimes scathing, and always insightful glory. Toles,
editorial cartoonist for the Washington Post, includes his favorite frames from the past. His subjects
include the 9/11 Commission, the 2004 presidential election, terrorism, the Middle East conflict,
Yasser Arafat, Afghanistan, Iraq, and of course George W. Bush. The collection title, in fact, comes
from a panel showing Bush at his desk, covered with miniatures of the GOP White House, GOP
Senate, GOP House, and GOP Supreme Court. Now who do we blame? asks the puzzled Commander
in Chief. Such is the humor, satire, and intelligence of one of the most accomplished and widely read
political cartoonists working today. Toles, who draws himself as the artist working in the lower right
corner of his panels, takes on every issue and every powerbroker that crosses the national screen.

political cartoons that are funny: Getting Angry Six Times a Week Alan F. Westin, 1979

political cartoons that are funny: Laughing Matters Jody Baumgartner, Jonathan S. Morris,
2012-08-21 This book examines the role of humor in modern American politics. Written by a wide
range of authors from the fields of political science and communication, this book is organized
according to two general topics: how the modern media present political humor the various ways in
which political humor influences politics. Laughing Matters is an excellent text for courses on media
and politics, public opinion, and campaigns and elections.
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