
political cartoons of the 1980s

political cartoons of the 1980s represent a vibrant and insightful reflection of the social, political, and
economic upheavals that defined the decade. These cartoons played a critical role in shaping public opinion and
providing commentary on global events, political leaders, and ideological conflicts. The 1980s was a period
marked by the Cold War tensions, the rise of conservative politics, economic reforms, and social movements,
all of which found powerful expression in editorial cartoons. This article explores the themes, key figures,
stylistic characteristics, and legacy of political cartoons during this transformative era. Through analysis
of notable examples and the cultural context, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of how political
cartoons of the 1980s influenced and mirrored public discourse. The discussion also highlights the techniques
used by cartoonists to convey complex political messages effectively. The following sections provide an in-
depth examination of these aspects.

Historical Context of Political Cartoons in the 1980s

Prominent Themes and Issues Depicted

Key Political Cartoonists of the 1980s

Stylistic Features and Techniques

Impact and Legacy of 1980s Political Cartoons

Historical Context of Political Cartoons in the 1980s

The political cartoons of the 1980s emerged against a backdrop of significant global and domestic events
that shaped the decade’s political landscape. This era was defined by the ongoing Cold War rivalry between the
United States and the Soviet Union, which influenced much of the political satire and commentary. The election
of Ronald Reagan in 1980 brought a conservative shift in American politics, marked by economic deregulation,
a strong anti-communist stance, and a renewed emphasis on military strength. Internationally, events such as
the fall of the Berlin Wall’s precursors, the escalation of nuclear arms debates, and conflicts in the Middle
East provided rich material for cartoonists.

Domestically, the 1980s witnessed economic challenges including recession and inflation, alongside social
issues such as the AIDS crisis and the war on drugs. Political cartoons served as a medium through which
artists critiqued government policies, political figures, and broader societal concerns, making complex topics
accessible to the general public. This context set the stage for a flourishing of political cartooning as both
an art form and a tool for political engagement.

The Cold War Influence

The Cold War was a dominant theme in political cartoons of the 1980s, symbolizing ideological conflicts and
geopolitical tensions. Cartoonists often depicted leaders like Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev in
caricatured forms to comment on diplomacy, nuclear arms race, and proxy wars. The nuclear threat was a
recurrent subject, with cartoons highlighting fears of mutually assured destruction and the absurdity of arms
buildup.

Domestic Political Climate

Within the United States, the conservative revolution initiated by Reaganism influenced the tone and topics of
political cartoons. Issues such as tax reforms, social welfare cuts, and civil rights debates were frequently



satirized. The rise of the religious right and cultural conflicts also provided fertile ground for editorial
commentary, reflecting the polarized nature of American society during the decade.

Prominent Themes and Issues Depicted

Political cartoons of the 1980s addressed a wide range of themes that captured the essence of the decade’s
political and social dynamics. These themes were communicated through symbolism, allegory, and humor, making
complex issues intelligible and engaging for audiences.

Cold War and Nuclear Anxiety

Nuclear weapons and the threat of global annihilation were central concerns depicted in many cartoons.
Illustrations often featured imagery of missiles, bombs, and world leaders locked in dangerous brinkmanship. The
fear of nuclear war and the critique of military expenditures were common motifs.

Economic Policies and Social Issues

Cartoonists scrutinized the economic policies of the Reagan administration, including supply-side economics and
deregulation. The impact of these policies on different social classes, unemployment, and inflation were frequent
subjects. Additionally, social issues such as the AIDS epidemic, drug abuse, and civil rights movements were
portrayed to highlight governmental responses and public attitudes.

International Conflicts and Diplomacy

Beyond the Cold War, political cartoons of the 1980s also addressed conflicts in regions like the Middle
East, Central America, and Africa. The Iran-Contra affair, apartheid in South Africa, and U.S. involvement in
Latin America were topics that cartoonists explored to criticize foreign policy and human rights abuses.

Cold War tensions and nuclear disarmament

Reaganomics and economic inequality

Social issues including AIDS and drug policy

International conflicts and diplomatic relations

Political scandals and government accountability

Key Political Cartoonists of the 1980s

The decade saw the emergence and prominence of several influential political cartoonists whose work defined
the era’s visual political commentary. Their distinctive styles and sharp insights helped shape public opinion and
contributed to the broader discourse.



Herblock (Herbert Block)

Herblock, one of the most revered American political cartoonists, was highly active during the 1980s. His
work frequently targeted the Reagan administration and conservative policies, using incisive wit and powerful
symbolism. Herblock’s cartoons were notable for their clarity and moral seriousness.

Pat Oliphant

Pat Oliphant’s cartoons were characterized by their detailed artistry and biting satire. He tackled a wide
range of issues from international diplomacy to domestic politics. Oliphant’s work was widely syndicated,
making him one of the most recognized cartoonists of the decade.

Mike Peters

Mike Peters brought a unique blend of humor and social commentary to his political cartoons. His work often
highlighted civil rights and social justice issues, complementing the broader political critique of the era.

Stylistic Features and Techniques

Political cartoons of the 1980s exhibited distinct stylistic features and techniques that enhanced their
communicative power. These elements allowed cartoonists to convey complex political messages succinctly
and memorably.

Caricature and Exaggeration

Exaggeration of physical features and mannerisms of political figures was a primary technique used to
emphasize personality traits or criticize policies. Caricature made leaders instantly recognizable and
underscored particular critiques or stereotypes.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Symbolism played a crucial role in political cartoons, with familiar icons such as the eagle, the hammer and
sickle, or the dove employed to represent nations, ideologies, or peace. Metaphoric imagery helped simplify
complex geopolitical issues for the audience.

Use of Humor and Satire

Humor was a vital tool for engaging readers and softening the impact of harsh political criticism. Satire
exposed hypocrisy, corruption, and absurdity, making political cartoons an effective method of dissent and
public persuasion.

Impact and Legacy of 1980s Political Cartoons

The political cartoons of the 1980s left a lasting impact on both the field of editorial cartooning and
political communication. They contributed to a more informed and critical public, providing a platform for
dissenting voices and alternative perspectives.



Influence on Public Opinion

By distilling complex political issues into accessible and often humorous visuals, cartoons influenced public
perceptions and stimulated political debate. They served as a mirror to society’s anxieties and aspirations
during a turbulent decade.

Evolution of Editorial Cartooning

The techniques and themes developed in the 1980s set standards for future generations of cartoonists. The
decade’s work demonstrated the power of visual satire in shaping political narratives and remains a significant
reference point in the history of political art.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were common themes in political cartoons of the 1980s?

Common themes included the Cold War tensions, the Reagan administration policies, the arms race, economic
issues like inflation and unemployment, and social issues such as civil rights and environmental concerns.

How did political cartoons in the 1980s comment on the Cold War?

Political cartoons often depicted the rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union using symbolism
such as nuclear weapons, political leaders like Ronald Reagan and Mikhail Gorbachev, and emphasized the
threat of nuclear war and the arms race.

Who were some prominent political cartoonists during the 1980s?

Notable political cartoonists from the 1980s include Herblock (Herbert Block), Pat Oliphant, Garry
Trudeau, and Mike Peters, who were known for their sharp and influential commentary on political events.

How did political cartoons address the Reaganomics policies?

Cartoons frequently critiqued Reaganomics by illustrating its impact on different social classes, highlighting
issues like tax cuts for the wealthy, budget deficits, and the effects on social programs and the working class.

In what ways did political cartoons reflect public opinion during the
1980s?

Political cartoons captured and influenced public opinion by using satire and humor to critique government
policies, political figures, and social issues, often reflecting widespread concerns and debates of the decade.

What role did political cartoons play in the 1980s media landscape?

Political cartoons served as a powerful tool for political commentary and public engagement in newspapers
and magazines, providing accessible and thought-provoking critiques that complemented traditional news
coverage.

How did political cartoons depict the shift in U.S.-Soviet relations



towards the late 1980s?

Towards the late 1980s, cartoons depicted a thaw in U.S.-Soviet relations by showing hopeful imagery of
leaders like Reagan and Gorbachev negotiating arms reductions, signaling an end to Cold War hostilities and
the beginning of diplomacy.

Additional Resources
1. Drawing Power: Political Cartoons of the 1980s
This book offers a comprehensive collection of political cartoons that defined the 1980s, capturing the
decade’s key political events and social issues. Through sharp satire and bold imagery, it explores how
cartoonists influenced public opinion during the Cold War, Reaganomics, and global conflicts. The book also
includes insightful commentary on the artists behind the drawings and their impact on political discourse.

2. Ink and Irony: The Art of 1980s Political Cartoons
A deep dive into the artistic styles and thematic trends prevalent in 1980s political cartoons, this book
highlights how humor and critique were wielded as powerful tools against political figures and policies. It
features works from renowned cartoonists and analyzes the cultural and political context that shaped their
creations. The text also discusses the evolution of cartooning techniques in this transformative decade.

3. Satire in the Shadow of the Cold War: 1980s Political Cartoons
Focusing on the geopolitical tensions of the 1980s, this volume showcases cartoons that reflect the
anxieties and absurdities of the Cold War era. It examines how cartoonists used satire to comment on nuclear
threats, espionage, and diplomatic relations. Alongside the cartoons, readers find essays that provide
historical background and interpretive insights.

4. Reagan and the Cartoonists: Visual Politics of the 1980s
This book centers on the interplay between President Ronald Reagan’s administration and the political
cartoonists who critiqued his policies. It reveals how cartoons shaped public perceptions of Reagan’s economic
strategies, foreign policy decisions, and social issues. The collection features both supportive and critical
perspectives, illustrating the vibrant political dialogue of the time.

5. Voices in Caricature: Social and Political Commentary Through 1980s Cartoons
Highlighting cartoons that addressed social issues such as civil rights, gender equality, and environmental
concerns, this book captures the broader societal debates of the 1980s. It presents a diverse range of voices
and viewpoints, showing how political cartoons served as a platform for activism and awareness. The
narratives emphasize the role of humor in engaging audiences with serious topics.

6. Lines of Dissent: Protest and Politics in 1980s Cartoon Art
This collection focuses on cartoons that expressed dissent against prevailing political and economic powers
during the 1980s. It includes powerful imagery related to protests, labor movements, and anti-war
demonstrations. The book discusses how cartoonists contributed to resistance movements by visually
articulating opposition and inspiring collective action.

7. Cartooning the Crisis: Economic and Political Turmoil in the 1980s
Exploring the economic challenges and political upheavals of the decade, this book presents cartoons that
critique inflation, unemployment, and government policies. It offers analysis of how cartoonists captured the
public mood and highlighted the consequences of economic decisions. The work also reflects on the role of
satire in scrutinizing power during times of crisis.

8. The Pen and the Presidency: Political Cartoons and 1980s American Politics
This title explores the dynamic relationship between presidential politics and political cartoons throughout
the 1980s. It features cartoons targeting not only Reagan but also other key political figures and events of
the decade. The book provides context on how cartoons influenced electoral politics and shaped political
narratives.

9. Visual Satire and the Cold War Endgame: Political Cartoons of the 1980s
This book examines cartoons that captured the final phase of the Cold War, highlighting themes of diplomacy,



arms control, and ideological conflict. It showcases the unique way cartoonists portrayed complex
international issues with humor and critique. The volume also includes reflections on how these visual
commentaries helped the public navigate a rapidly changing world order.
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  political cartoons of the 1980s: Asian Political Cartoons John A. Lent, 2023-01-27 2023
CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title 2024 Eisner Award Nominee for Best Academic/Scholarly Work
In Asian Political Cartoons, scholar John A. Lent explores the history and contemporary status of
political cartooning in Asia, including East Asia (China, Hong Kong, Japan, North and South Korea,
Mongolia, and Taiwan), Southeast Asia (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam), and South Asia (Bangladesh, India, Iran, Nepal,
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka). Incorporating hundreds of interviews, as well as textual analysis of
cartoons; observation of workplaces, companies, and cartoonists at work; and historical research,
Lent offers not only the first such survey in English, but the most complete and detailed in any
language. Richly illustrated, this volume brings much-needed attention to the political cartoons of a
region that has accelerated faster and more expansively economically, culturally, and in other ways
than perhaps any other part of the world. Emphasizing the “freedom to cartoon, the author examines
political cartoons that attempt to expose, bring attention to, blame or condemn, satirically mock, and
caricaturize problems and their perpetrators. Lent presents readers a pioneering survey of such
political cartooning in twenty-two countries and territories, studying aspects of professionalism,
cartoonists’ work environments, philosophies and influences, the state of newspaper and magazine
industries, the state’s roles in political cartooning, modern technology, and other issues facing
political cartoonists. Asian Political Cartoons encompasses topics such as political and social satire
in Asia during ancient times, humor/cartoon magazines established by Western colonists, and
propaganda cartoons employed in independence campaigns. The volume also explores stumbling
blocks contemporary cartoonists must hurdle, including new or beefed-up restrictions and
regulations, a dwindling number of publishing venues, protected vested interests of
conglomerate-owned media, and political correctness gone awry. In these pages, cartoonists recount
intriguing ways they cope with restrictions—through layered hidden messages, by using other
platforms, and finding unique means to use cartooning to make a living.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: State of the Art Libel Law and Political Cartoons in the
1980s Beth Buehler, 1993
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Donato's 1980 Political Cartoons Andy Donato, 1980
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Presidential Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms
Robert North Roberts, Scott John Hammond, Valerie A. Sulfaro, 2012-06-12 The book provides a
comprehensive discussion of the major issues and events surrounding all American presidential
elections, from the earliest years of the Republic through the campaign of 2008. Presidential
Campaigns, Slogans, Issues, and Platforms: The Complete Encyclopedia is an easy-to-use reference
work designed to encourage students and anyone interested in democratic politics to undertake a
greater understanding of this complex aspect of American political life. The three-volume work
covers each presidential campaign in depth, examining a large number of related issues ranging
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from the use of social media in modern presidential campaigns to negative campaign ads and key
slogans used in every presidential campaign. Volume One contains entries offering specific and
focused information on issues, trends, factors, slogans, strategies, and other more detailed elements
of presidential campaigning from the first stirrings of the American democratic process to the first
decade of the 21st century. Volumes Two and Three provide chronological accounts of every
presidential campaign since the ratification of the Constitution through the campaign of 2008, with
Volume Two covering the campaign of 1788–89 to the campaign of 1908, and Volume Three covering
the campaign of 1912 to the campaign of 2008.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: The Routledge Companion to Comics Frank Bramlett, Roy
Cook, Aaron Meskin, 2016-08-05 This cutting-edge handbook brings together an international roster
of scholars to examine many facets of comics and graphic novels. Contributor essays provide
authoritative, up-to-date overviewsof the major topics and questions within comic studies, offering
readers a truly global approach to understanding the field. Essays examine: the history of the
temporal, geographical, and formal development of comics, including topics like art comics, manga,
comix, and the comics code; issues such as authorship, ethics, adaptation, and translating comics
connections between comics and other artistic media (drawing, caricature, film) as well as the
linkages between comics and other academic fields like linguistics and philosophy; new perspectives
on comics genres, from funny animal comics to war comics to romance comics and beyond. The
Routledge Companion to Comics expertly organizes representative work from a range of disciplines,
including media and cultural studies, literature, philosophy, and linguistics. More than an
introduction to the study of comics, this book will serve as a crucial reference for anyone interested
in pursuing research in the area, guiding students, scholars, and comics fans alike.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: American Political Humor Jody C. Baumgartner, 2019-10-07
This two-volume set surveys the profound impact of political humor and satire on American culture
and politics over the years, paying special attention to the explosion of political humor in today's
wide-ranging and turbulent media environment. Historically, there has been a tendency to regard
political satire and humor as a sideshow to the wider world of American politics—entertaining and
sometimes insightful, but ultimately only of modest interest to students and others surveying the
trajectory of American politics and culture. This set documents just how mistaken that assumption
is. By examining political humor and satire throughout US history, these volumes not only illustrate
how expressions of political satire and humor reflect changes in American attitudes about
presidents, parties, and issues but also how satirists, comedians, cartoonists, and filmmakers have
helped to shape popular attitudes about landmark historical events, major American institutions and
movements, and the nation's political leaders and cultural giants. Finally, this work examines how
today's brand of political humor may be more influential than ever before in shaping American
attitudes about the nation in which we live.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Comics through Time M. Keith Booker, 2014-10-28
Focusing especially on American comic books and graphic novels from the 1930s to the present, this
massive four-volume work provides a colorful yet authoritative source on the entire history of the
comics medium. Comics and graphic novels have recently become big business, serving as the
inspiration for blockbuster Hollywood movies such as the Iron Man series of films and the hit
television drama The Walking Dead. But comics have been popular throughout the 20th century
despite the significant effects of the restrictions of the Comics Code in place from the 1950s through
1970s, which prohibited the depiction of zombies and use of the word horror, among many other
rules. Comics through Time: A History of Icons, Idols, and Ideas provides students and general
readers a one-stop resource for researching topics, genres, works, and artists of comic books, comic
strips, and graphic novels. The comprehensive and broad coverage of this set is organized
chronologically by volume. Volume 1 covers 1960 and earlier; Volume 2 covers 1960–1980; Volume 3
covers 1980–1995; and Volume 4 covers 1995 to the present. The chronological divisions give
readers a sense of the evolution of comics within the larger contexts of American culture and
history. The alphabetically arranged entries in each volume address topics such as comics



publishing, characters, imprints, genres, themes, titles, artists, writers, and more. While special
attention is paid to American comics, the entries also include coverage of British, Japanese, and
European comics that have influenced illustrated storytelling of the United States or are of special
interest to American readers.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Comic Art of the United States Through 2000,
Animation and Cartoons John Lent, 2005 Provides information on U.S. and Canadian comic art,
animation, caricature, and gag, political, illustrative, and magazine cartoons. Provides citations of
books, chapters, articles, and fugitive materials gleaned from a variety of sources worldwide,
including many periodicals and journals.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Transnationalism in East and Southeast Asian Comics Art
John A. Lent, Wendy Siuyi Wong, Benjamin Wai–ming Ng, 2022-10-03 This book explores various
aspects of transnationalism and comics art in six East Asian and seven Southeast Asian
countries/territories. The 14 richly illustrated chapters embrace comics, cartoons, and animation
relative to offshore production, transnational ownership, multinational collaboration, border
crossings of comics art creators and characters, expansion of overseas markets, cartoonists in
political exile, colonial underpinnings, adaptation of foreign styles and formats, representation of
other cultures, and more. Using case studies, historical accounts, descriptive overviews, individual
artists’ profiles, and representational analyses, and fascinatingly told through techniques as
document use, interviews, observation, and textual analyses, the end result is a thorough,
interesting, and compact volume on transnationalism and comics art in East and Southeast Asia.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 2000 The
Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Taking Journalism Seriously Barbie Zelizer, 2004-04-29
Barbie Zelizer provides enormous service to students and scholars with this comprehensive and
highly persuasive critique of the literature in and about journalism as both process and practice, as a
profession and an industry. Zelizer takes a step back to look at what we know about news, and she
does not pull her punches in pointing out what we do not know. -Linda Steiner, Rutgers University
Zelizer′s encyclopedic review of scholarly studies of journalism fills an important need for
researchers, and comparing that scholarship across disciplines, generations and countries makes it
even more valuable. . . Her analyses will be invaluable for media research and should also spur
interest in journalism among the social science and other disciplines she studied. . .The book is an
impressive achievement. -Herbert J. Gans, Columbia University and author of Democracy and the
News Taking Journalism Seriously is a refulgent analysis of the condition of journalism studies.
Zelizer has produced a critical and lasting contribution to our understanding of the position of news,
journalism and journalism practice within the disciplines of political science, sociology, psychology,
philosophy, language and cultural studies. This excellent book is an engaging and sophisticated
treatise on both the historical and contemporary theoretical perspectives of journalism scholarship.
-Howard Tumber, City University, London How have scholars tended to conceptualize news,
newsmaking, journalism, journalists, and the news media? Which explanatory frames have they used
to explore journalistic practice? From which fields of inquiry have they borrowed in shaping their
assumptions about how journalism works? In Taking Journalism Seriously: News and the Academy,
author Barbie Zelizer discusses questions about the viability of the field of journalism scholarship
and examines journalism as a discipline, a profession, a practice, and a cultural phenomenon. Taking
Journalism Seriously argues that scholars have remained too entrenched within their own
disciplinary areas resulting in isolated bodies of scholarship. This is the first book to critically survey
journalism scholarship in one volume and organize it by disparate fields. The book reviews existing
journalism research in such diverse fields as sociology, history, language studies, political science,



and cultural analysis and dissects the most prevalent and understated research in each discipline.
The author provides a critical mapping of the field of journalism studies and encourages academics
to look at journalism from various disciplinary perspectives. Taking Journalism Seriously advocates a
realignment of the ways in which journalism has traditionally been conceptualized and urges
scholars to think anew about what journalism is as well as reflect on why they see it as they do.
Taking Journalism Seriously is designed for undergraduate and graduate students in advanced
courses on Journalism and Journalism Studies. It will also be of interest to scholars, academics, and
researchers in the fields of Journalism, Communication, Media Studies, Sociology, and Cultural
Studies.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Taking African Cartoons Seriously Peter Limb, Tejumola
Olaniyan, 2018-10-01 Cartoonists make us laugh—and think—by caricaturing daily events and
politics. The essays, interviews, and cartoons presented in this innovative book vividly demonstrate
the rich diversity of cartooning across Africa and highlight issues facing its cartoonists today, such
as sociopolitical trends, censorship, and use of new technologies. Celebrated African cartoonists
including Zapiro of South Africa, Gado of Kenya, and Asukwo of Nigeria join top scholars and a new
generation of scholar-cartoonists from the fields of literature, comic studies and fine arts, animation
studies, social sciences, and history to take the analysis of African cartooning forward. Taking
African Cartoons Seriously presents critical thematic studies to chart new approaches to how
African cartoonists trade in fun, irony, and satire. The book brings together the traditional press
editorial cartoon with rapidly diverging subgenres of the art in the graphic novel and animation, and
applications on social media. Interviews with bold and successful cartoonists provide insights into
their work, their humor, and the dilemmas they face. This book will delight and inform readers from
all backgrounds, providing a highly readable and visual introduction to key cartoonists and styles, as
well as critical engagement with current themes to show where African political cartooning is going
and why.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: The Routledge Companion to Labor and Media Richard
Maxwell, 2015-07-16 Labor resides at the center of all media and communication production, from
the workers who create the information technologies that form the dynamic core of the global
capitalist system and the designers who create media content to the salvage workers who dismantle
the industry’s high-tech trash. The Routledge Companion to Labor and Media is the first book to
bring together representative research from the diverse body of scholarly work surrounding this
often fragmentary field, and seeks to provide a comprehensive resource for the study and teaching
of media and labor. Essays examine work on the mostly unglamorous side of media and cultural
production, technology manufacture, and every occupation in between. Specifically, this book
features: -wide-ranging international case studies spanning the major global hubs of media labor;
-interdisciplinary approaches for thinking about and analyzing class and labor in information
communication technology (ICT), consumer electronics (CE), and media/cultural production; -an
overview of global political economic conditions affecting media workers; -reports on chemical
environments and their effect on the health of media workers and consumers; -activist scholarship
on media and labor, and inspiring stories of resistance and solidarity.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Cartoon Conflicts Richard Scully, Paulo Jorge Fernandes,
Ritu Gairola Khanduri, 2025-07-28 This edited collection of new research highlights the way in
which the cartoon - long regarded as a staple of journalism and freedom of expression - faces new
challenges in the twenty-first century that can be far better understood and appreciated if one takes
an historical perspective. Current debates over the limits of freedom of expression, 'political
correctness', and 'cancel culture' all have their precedents in past controversies over cartoons and
caricature; indeed there is a definite continuum between these past instances of debate and their
present manifestations. Chapters 2 and 10 are available open access under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License via link.springer.com.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: The Routledge Companion to Art and Politics Randy Martin,
2015-02-11 The Routledge Companion to Art and Politics offers a thorough examination of the



complex relationship between art and politics, and the many forms and approaches the engagement
between them can take. The contributors - a diverse assembly of artists, activists, scholars from
around the world – discuss and demonstrate ways of making art and politics legible and salient in
the world. As such the 32 chapters in this volume reflect on performing and visual arts; music, film
and new media; as well as covering social practice, community-based work, conceptual,
interventionist and movement affiliated forms. The Companion is divided into four distinct parts:
Conceptual Cartographies Institutional Materialities Modalities of Practice Making Publics Randy
Martin has assembled a collection that ensures that readers will come away with a wider view of
what can count as art and politics; where they might find it; and how it moves in the world. The
diversity of perspectives is at once challenging and fortifying to those who might dismiss political art
on the one hand as not making sufficient difference and on the other to those embracing it but
seeking a means to elaborate the significance that it can make in the world. The Routledge
Companion to Art and Politics brings together a range of issues and approaches and encourages
critical and creative thinking about how art is produced, perceived, and received.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Africa's Media, Democracy and the Politics of Belonging
Francis B. Nyamnjoh, 2005-05 An overview of the press and mass media in Africa today and their
contribution to democratization
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Governing International Fishery Agreement with
Portugal Portugal, 1980
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Politics, Ink Edward J. Lordan, 2006 Traces the history of
American editorial cartooning, discussing the importance of editorial cartooning and its contribution
to the nation's development.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Presidential Campaigns Daniel M. Shea, Brian M. Harward,
2013-10-31 Combining primary sources with expert commentary, this timely book probes critical
moments in U.S. presidential elections in the last 20th- and early 21st-centuries, empowering
readers to better understand and analyze the electoral process. Presidential Campaigns: Documents
Decoded illuminates both the high stakes of a presidential campaign and the gaffes, controversies,
and excesses that often influence the outcome. With a view to enabling readers to develop skills
essential to political literacy, the book examines crisis points in modern presidential elections from
the early 1950s through the late 2000s. Chronologically organized, the study focuses on key events
pertinent to each election. It provides an original account of the event, such as a debate transcript or
news report, as well as a discussion detailing how the issue emerged and why it was important. This
unique and engaging approach enables students to experience the actual source material as voters
might have. At the same time, it shows them how an expert views the material, facilitating a deeper
understanding of the narratives every presidential campaign constructs around its candidates, its
party, and its opponents.
  political cartoons of the 1980s: Freeze! Henry Richard Maar III, 2022-01-15 In Freeze!,
Henry Richard Maar III chronicles the rise of the transformative and transnational Nuclear Weapons
Freeze Campaign. Amid an escalating Cold War that pitted the nuclear arsenal of the United States
against that of the Soviet Union, the grassroots peace movement emerged sweeping the nation and
uniting people around the world. The solution for the arms race that the Campaign proposed: a
bilateral freeze on the building, testing, and deployment of nuclear weapons on the part of two
superpowers of the US and the USSR. That simple but powerful proposition stirred popular
sentiment and provoked protest in the streets and on screen from New York City to London to
Berlin. Movie stars and scholars, bishops and reverends, governors and congress members, and,
ultimately, US President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev took a stand for or against the
Freeze proposal. With the Reagan administration so openly discussing the prospect of winnable and
survivable nuclear warfare like never before, the Freeze movement forcefully translated decades of
private fears into public action. Drawing upon extensive archival research in recently declassified
materials, Maar illuminates how the Freeze campaign demonstrated the power and importance of
grassroots peace activism in all levels of society. The Freeze movement played an instrumental role



in shaping public opinion and American politics, helping establish the conditions that would bring
the Cold War to an end.
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