
political culture ap gov
political culture ap gov is a fundamental concept in understanding the
dynamics of government and political behavior in the United States. It
encompasses the shared beliefs, values, attitudes, and practices that shape
how citizens interact with their political system. In AP Government courses,
grasping political culture is essential for analyzing how political
institutions operate and how public opinion is formed. This article explores
the definition of political culture, its core components, and the ways it
influences policymaking and civic engagement. Additionally, it examines
regional variations in political culture and their implications for American
democracy. By delving into these aspects, students can develop a
comprehensive understanding of the role political culture plays in the U.S.
political landscape. The following sections will provide a detailed overview
and analysis to support mastery of this key AP Government topic.

Definition and Components of Political Culture

Types of Political Culture in the United States

Influence of Political Culture on Political Behavior

Regional Variations in Political Culture

Political Culture and Policy Making

Definition and Components of Political Culture

Political culture refers to the collective set of attitudes, beliefs, and
values that a population holds about its political system and government. It
shapes the political identity of a society and influences how individuals
perceive authority, rights, and responsibilities within the political
framework. In the context of AP Government, political culture is crucial
because it provides the backdrop against which political institutions
function and political processes unfold.

Core Elements of Political Culture

The core components of political culture typically include:

Political Values: Fundamental beliefs about what the government should



do, such as liberty, equality, and democracy.

Political Norms: Accepted standards of behavior in political life,
including respect for laws, tolerance, and participation.

Political Symbols: Icons, rituals, and language that express political
meanings, like the flag or the Pledge of Allegiance.

Political Knowledge: Awareness and understanding of political
institutions, processes, and history.

These elements collectively contribute to the stability and continuity of a
political system by fostering a shared understanding among citizens.

Types of Political Culture in the United States

The United States exhibits a diverse political culture that can be
categorized into distinct types based on regional and historical differences.
Understanding these types helps explain variations in political attitudes and
behaviors across the country.

Elazar’s Classification of Political Culture

Political scientist Daniel Elazar identified three main types of political
culture in the U.S.:

Individualistic Political Culture: Emphasizes private initiative and1.
limited government intervention. Politics is seen as a marketplace where
individuals pursue their own interests.

Moralistic Political Culture: Views government as a positive force to2.
promote the public good. Citizens expect government to be active in
solving societal problems.

Traditionalistic Political Culture: Focuses on maintaining established3.
social order and hierarchy. Politics is dominated by elites, and
government plays a limited role in social change.

These types correspond roughly to different regions, influencing local
political practices and policy priorities.



Influence of Political Culture on Political
Behavior

Political culture significantly shapes the behavior of individuals and groups
within the political system. It affects how people participate in politics,
their trust in government, and their voting patterns.

Political Participation

Political culture determines the level and forms of political participation,
including voting, protesting, and civic engagement. For example, in a
moralistic culture, citizens are more likely to view participation as a civic
duty, leading to higher voter turnout and activism.

Trust and Efficacy

Trust in government and political efficacy—the belief that one’s actions can
influence government—are also products of political culture. A culture that
values transparency and accountability fosters greater trust, while one
characterized by skepticism may lead to political disengagement.

Political Socialization

Political culture influences the process of political socialization, where
individuals acquire their political beliefs and values through family,
education, media, and social groups. This process perpetuates the existing
political culture across generations.

Regional Variations in Political Culture

The United States is marked by significant regional differences in political
culture, reflecting historical, economic, and demographic factors. These
differences impact political attitudes, party affiliations, and policy
preferences.

Characteristics of Regional Political Cultures



Northeast and Upper Midwest: Predominantly moralistic culture,
emphasizing social welfare and active government.

South: Largely traditionalistic, with an emphasis on maintaining social
order and conservative political values.

West and Mountain States: A mix of individualistic and moralistic
elements, often promoting limited government but with progressive social
attitudes in some areas.

Understanding these regional variations is essential for analyzing electoral
outcomes and the distribution of political power across states.

Political Culture and Policy Making

Political culture influences not only how citizens behave but also how
policies are formulated and implemented. Policymakers must navigate the
prevailing political culture to achieve support and legitimacy.

Policy Preferences and Political Culture

The dominant political culture in a region shapes policy priorities, such as
the extent of government intervention in the economy, social welfare
programs, and civil rights protections. For instance, a moralistic culture
tends to support expansive public services, whereas an individualistic
culture favors market-based solutions.

Impact on Government Institutions

Political culture affects the design and functioning of government
institutions at the state and local levels. In traditionalistic cultures,
political power may be concentrated among established elites, impacting the
inclusiveness and responsiveness of government.

Challenges in Policy Implementation

When policy initiatives conflict with the prevailing political culture, they
may face resistance or fail to be effectively implemented. Understanding
political culture helps explain why some policies succeed in certain regions
but not in others.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is political culture in AP Government?
Political culture refers to the set of attitudes, beliefs, and sentiments
that give order and meaning to a political process, providing the underlying
assumptions and rules that govern behavior in the political system.

How does political culture affect government policy?
Political culture shapes citizens' expectations and participation,
influencing policymakers' decisions and the types of policies that are
considered acceptable or popular.

What are the main types of political culture
identified in the United States?
The United States primarily exhibits a mix of individualistic, moralistic,
and traditionalistic political cultures, varying by region and historical
context.

How does political socialization contribute to
political culture?
Political socialization is the process through which individuals acquire
their political beliefs and values, often influenced by family, education,
media, and peers, thereby shaping the overall political culture.

What role does political culture play in voter
behavior?
Political culture influences voter behavior by shaping attitudes toward
voting, party identification, trust in government, and the perceived
importance of political participation.

Can political culture change over time?
Yes, political culture can evolve due to demographic shifts, social
movements, economic changes, and significant political events that alter
collective beliefs and values.

How is political culture different from political
ideology?
Political culture encompasses the broader set of shared values and norms
about politics in a society, while political ideology refers to a more
specific set of beliefs about how government should operate and what policies



it should pursue.

What is the significance of Alexis de Tocqueville’s
analysis of American political culture?
Tocqueville highlighted the importance of civil society, individualism, and
democracy in shaping American political culture, emphasizing the role of
voluntary associations and civic engagement.

How does political culture influence the structure
of government in the U.S.?
Political culture affects the design of government institutions by promoting
values like federalism, separation of powers, and checks and balances to
reflect citizens' preferences for limited government and individual rights.

What impact does political culture have on public
trust in government?
Political culture shapes citizens' trust in government by influencing their
expectations of government performance, transparency, and responsiveness,
which can affect overall political stability and engagement.

Additional Resources
1. Political Culture and Political Development
This classic work by Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba explores the
relationship between political culture and the stability and effectiveness of
political systems. The authors analyze different types of political cultures
and their impact on democratic development. Their research provides
foundational concepts for understanding how citizens' attitudes influence
governance.

2. The Civic Culture: Political Attitudes and Democracy in Five Nations
Also by Almond and Verba, this book investigates the political attitudes of
citizens in the United States, United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, and Mexico. It
identifies a "civic culture" characterized by a balance between participation
and political trust, which is essential for the survival of democracy. The
study remains influential in the field of political culture and comparative
politics.

3. Democracy in America
Written by Alexis de Tocqueville in the 19th century, this seminal work
examines the political culture of the United States during its early years.
Tocqueville highlights the importance of civic engagement, local governance,
and individualism in shaping American democracy. His insights continue to be
relevant in discussions of political culture in AP Government courses.



4. The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout
the World
Larry Diamond provides a comprehensive look at how political culture affects
the development and sustainability of democracy globally. The book discusses
the values, institutions, and social conditions that foster democratic
governance. It also addresses challenges such as authoritarianism and
political apathy.

5. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community
Robert D. Putnam explores the decline of social capital and civic engagement
in the United States. He argues that decreasing participation in community
organizations negatively impacts political culture and democracy. This book
is crucial for understanding the role of social networks in political
involvement.

6. Political Order in Changing Societies
Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the relationship between political development
and political order, focusing on how political culture adapts in times of
rapid social change. He emphasizes the importance of institutions in
maintaining stability amid modernization and cultural shifts. The book offers
insights into political culture in developing and transitional societies.

7. The Authoritarian Personality
This psychological study by Theodor W. Adorno and colleagues examines
personality traits that correlate with authoritarian political attitudes. It
provides an understanding of how certain cultural and social factors
contribute to authoritarianism. The book is valuable for discussions on
political culture, especially in the context of authoritarian regimes.

8. Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress
Edited by Lawrence E. Harrison and Samuel P. Huntington, this collection of
essays explores how cultural values influence political and economic
development. Contributors argue that differences in political culture explain
variations in governance and societal success. The book is useful for
understanding the broader impact of culture on politics.

9. The Democracy Project: A History, a Crisis, a Movement
David Graeber offers a contemporary analysis of political culture through the
lens of social movements such as Occupy Wall Street. He investigates the
challenges facing modern democracy, including political disengagement and
inequality. The book sheds light on evolving political cultures in the 21st
century.
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  political culture ap gov: CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government and Politics Cram Plan Jeri A. Jones,
Lindsay Reeves, 2019-02-26 CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government Cram Plan gives you a study plan
leading up to your AP exam no matter if you have two months, one month, or even one week left to
review before the exam! This new edition of CliffsNotes AP U.S. Government and Politics Cram Plan
calendarizes a study plan for the 214,000 annual AP U.S. Government test-takers depending on how
much time they have left before they take the May exam. Features of this plan-to-ace-the-exam
product include: • 2-month study calendar and 1-month study calendar • Diagnostic exam that helps
test-takers pinpoint strengths and weaknesses • Subject reviews that include test tips and
chapter-end quizzes • Full-length model practice exam with answers and explanations
  political culture ap gov: American Political Culture Michael Shally-Jensen, Mark J. Rozell,
Ted G. Jelen, 2015-04-28 This all-encompassing encyclopedia provides a broad perspective on U.S.
politics, culture, and society, but also goes beyond the facts to consider the myths, ideals, and values
that help shape and define the nation. Demonstrating that political culture is equally rooted in public
events, internal debates, and historical experiences, this unique, three-volume encyclopedia
examines an exceptionally broad range of factors shaping modern American politics, including
popular belief, political action, and the institutions of power and authority. Readers will see how
political culture is shaped by the attitudes, opinions, and behaviors of Americans, and how it affects
those things in return. The set also addresses the issue of American exceptionalism and examines
the nation's place in the world, both historically and in the 21st century. Essays cover pressing
matters like congressional gridlock, energy policy, abortion politics, campaign finance, Supreme
Court rulings, immigration, crime and punishment, and globalization. Social and cultural issues such
as religion, war, inequality, and privacy rights are discussed as well. Perhaps most intriguingly, the
encyclopedia surveys the fierce ongoing debate between different political camps over the nation's
historical development, its present identity, and its future course. By exploring both fact and
mythology, the work will enable students to form a broad yet nuanced understanding of the full
range of forces and issues affecting—and affected by—the political process.
  political culture ap gov: Political Culture, Social Movements and Democratic
Transitions in South America in the XXth Century Fernando Devoto, Torcuato S. Di Tella, 1997
Questo volume intende fornire un contributo alla riflessione sulla storia politica e sociale
dell'America Latina illustrando la grande varietà delle ideologie e delle storie politiche delle nazioni
latino-americane, dall'inizio del nostro secolo sino al periodo più recente. Annotation Supplied by
Informazioni Editoriali
  political culture ap gov: Political Culture and Political Development Lucian W. Pye,
Sidney Verba, 2015-12-08 Volume 5 in the Studies in Political Development Series. Originally
published in 1965. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to
again make available previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton
University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of these important books while
presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy
Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of books
published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
  political culture ap gov: Islam's Political Culture Nasim Ahmad Jawed, 2010-07-05 This book
examines the political dimension of Islam in predivided Pakistan (1947-1971), one of the first new
Muslim nations to commit itself to an Islamic political order and one in which the national debate on
Islamic, political, and ideological issues has been the most persistent, focused, and rich of any
dialogues in the contemporary Muslim world. Nasim Jawed draws on the findings of a survey he
conducted among two influential social groups—the ulama (traditional religious leaders) and the
modern professionals—as well as on the writings of Muslim intellectuals. He probes the major
Islamic positions on critical issues concerning national identity, the purpose of the state, the form of
government, and free, socialist, and mixed economies. This study contributes to an enhanced
understanding of Islam's political culture worldwide, since the issues, positions, and arguments are



often similar across the Muslim world. The empirical findings of the study not only outline the
ideological backdrop of contemporary Islamic reassertion, but also reveal diversity as well as
tensions within it.
  political culture ap gov: The Political Culture of the New West Jeff Roche, 2008-10-28
From wildcatting Texas oilmen to Colorado rock climbers, from hipster capitalists to populist
moralizers, westerners have proven themselves to be a highly individualistic breed of American-as
much in their politics as in their vocations or lifestyles. This first book on the landscape of the
American West's politics looks beyond red state/blue state assumptions to explore how westerners
have expanded the boundaries of the political and emerged as a harbinger of America's electoral
future. Representing a wide range of specialties-popular culture, business history, the environment,
ethnic history, agriculture, and more-these authors portray a politically heterogeneous region and
show how its multiple traditions have strongly shaped the nation's body politic. Viewing politics as
more than cyclical electioneering, they draw on historical evidence to portray westerners
imaginatively rethinking democratic practice and constantly forging new political publics. These
twelve essays move western political history beyond the usual discussions of elections and parties
and the standard issues of water, progressivism, and states' rights. Some explore claims to western
authenticity among those associated with western conservatism-not just regional heroes like Barry
Goldwater and Ronald Reagan, but farmers and evangelicals as well. Others examine the
transformation of the West's minority communities to reveal a liberalism that celebrates diversity
and articulates claims for social justice. The final chapters reveal the complexity of contemporary
western political culture, challenging longstanding assumptions about such notions as space, nature,
and the liberal-conservative divide. Here then is the paradox of western politics in all its enigmatic
glory, with frontier individualism going head-to-head with multiethnic diversity in debates over
divergent views of western authenticity, and wild cards put into play by counterculturists,
cyber-libertarians, fiscally conservative gun-toting Democrats, and environmentalists. The Political
Culture of the New West shows how westerners have expressed themselves within a complex, often
contradictory, and constantly changing political culture-and helps explain why no electoral outcome
in this part of America can be predicted for certain.
  political culture ap gov: Religion and Political Culture in Kano John N. Paden, 2023-11-15 This
title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California
Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact.
Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship
accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1973.
  political culture ap gov: Digital Platforms, Imperialism and Political Culture Dal Yong Jin,
2015-03-24 In the networked twenty-first century, digital platforms have significantly influenced
capital accumulation and digital culture. Platforms, such as social network sites (e.g. Facebook),
search engines (e.g. Google), and smartphones (e.g. iPhone), are increasingly crucial because they
function as major digital media intermediaries. Emerging companies in non-Western countries have
created unique platforms, controlling their own national markets and competing with Western-based
platform empires in the global markets. The reality though is that only a handful of Western
countries, primarily the U.S., have dominated the global platform markets, resulting in capital
accumulation in the hands of a few mega platform owners. This book contributes to the platform
imperialism discourse by mapping out several core areas of platform imperialism, such as
intellectual property, the global digital divide, and free labor, focusing on the role of the nation-state
alongside transnational capital.
  political culture ap gov: Political Culture, Socialization, Democracy and Education Russell
Francis Farnen, 2008 This interdisciplinary book has contributions from scholars in the US, the EU,
Korea, and Hungary from the fields of political science and education, sociology, communications,
social work, and psychology. The major topics are political culture and socialization, education and
learning theory, and communications, media, and politics. Specific topics include constructive
patriotism, national pride, political socialization, public diplomacy, authoritarianism and democracy,



political cynicism, race and politics, civic education, gender and politics, the Internet and political
media use, and electoral politics. This collection provides a fresh perspective on current issues such
as political culture/socialization and civic education/media use. Readers interested in politics,
history, sociology, psychology, communications, and education will discover many new perspectives
on everyday life and politics.--pub. website.
  political culture ap gov: Popular Politics and Political Culture in Upper Canada,
1800-1850 Carol Wilton, 2000-09-21 Wilton demonstrates that by the 1830s the political energies of
Upper Canadians were far more likely to be channelled through petitioning movements than election
campaigns. Petitioning movements, which were connected not only with public meetings but with
demonstrations and parades, were also increasingly associated with political violence. The resulting
assaults, riots, and effigy-burnings - prominent features of Tory governance - not only contributed to
the striking political polarization of the population but also helped provoke the Rebellion of 1837.
Wilton provides new insights into the careers of leading figures, explores the developing ethnic and
religious conflicts in the context of the petitioning movements, and illuminates the question of
officially sponsored political violence. Through a thorough examination of primary resources,
including a wide range of newspapers, Colonial Office records, published records of the Upper
Canadian government, pamphlet literature, and private correspondence, Wilton demonstrates how
the province's dissidents challenged established patterns of paternalism, subverted official notions
of hierarchy, and promoted the development of an expanded public sphere in ways that had a lasting
influence on the province's political culture.
  political culture ap gov: The Political Culture of the United States Donald John Devine,
1972
  political culture ap gov: The Political Culture of Leadership in the United Arab Emirates A.
Rugh, 2007-03-05 The book describes the impact of cultural perceptions on rulers' behaviors in the
United Arab Emirates, once the Trucial States. Despite differences in size, economic resources, and
external political pressures, the seven emirates' rulers utilized very similar cultural expectations to
gain the support of others.
  political culture ap gov: The SAGE Handbook of Research in International Education
Mary Hayden, Jeff Thompson, Jack Levy, 2007-01-03 ''The editors of the SAGE Handbook of
Research in International Education have brought together an impressive array of scholars whose
cutting edge research addresses the growing field of international education, from the experiences
of K-12 schools around the world to the field of teacher education. This book raises important
questions and should be read by a broad audience' - Kenneth Cushner, Executive Director of
International Affairs and Professor of Education, Kent State University 'The editors of this admirable
handbook have set out to produce a report on international education. Their consummate success in
doing so gives those of us working in the field a new and invaluable resource. The editors may be
academics but this is a book largely written by, about and for those whose job it is to teach
''internationally''. No-one working in international education will fail to be provoked, challenged or
inspired by the compelling arguments advanced within this authoritative volume' - Peter MacKenzie,
Principal, Hiroshima International School 'The book is well organized in carefully integrated sections
and chapters and the references alone are a valuable bibliographical tool. An indispensable work
highly recommended for education reference collections and the libraries of individual researchers' -
J.B.Thomas, Emeritus Professor of Educational Studies, Loughborough University Interest in the
field of international education has never been more intense than at present. There are a rapidly
increasing number of schools worldwide set up specifically to meet the demands of those parents
who, through their own professional activities, wish to have their sons and daughters educated in
schools that offer programmes based on international values. Such schools have embraced the
promotion of international education as one of their major goals and, consequently, an increasing
number of organisations currently offer curricula that claim to be international in nature. Such
global movements have created a parallel increase in the incorporation of forms of international
education within national school systems throughout the world. This has resulted in wider forms of



collaboration between schools in the public and private sectors, nationally and internationally,
generating a much more substantial base of professional experience in the implementation of
schemes for international education than had previously existed. This book analyses the origins,
contributions and interpretations of international education. The authors identify approaches to
research that will progress our knowledge and understanding of the field, and extend and even
redraw it, on the basis of the research evidence presented. Content includes: - A historical overview
of the ways in which the term international education has been interpreted - The theoretical
interpretation of international education in its current context - International education in practice:
exploration of the issues in terms of students, curricula, pedagogies and organising formal
institutions - Conceptual challenges for international education in the future This handbook is an
essential resource for those who are involved in the practice and academic study of international
education. It will be of particular interest to researchers and teachers in universities, governmental
and private curriculum development agencies, examination authorities, administrators and teachers
in schools. 'This volume is another valuable SAGE contribution to the expanding literature on
international education. Not all handbooks are described as essential reading but this one will be,
and will become an indispensable work of reference highly recommended for education libraries
(both academic and governmental) and for the bookshelves of individual researchers and all involved
in international education...the three editors and their fellow authors can take a collective pride in
having given us an excellent volume which very successfully completes a chronological and
theoretical journey through the issues, practices and future questions presented by international
research and practice in international education' - Journal of Research in International Education
  political culture ap gov: Missouri Government and Politics Richard J. Hardy, Richard R.
Dohm, David A. Leuthold, 1995 Since the publication of the first edition in 1985, Missouri
Government and Politics has been widely acclaimed as an outstanding text. This revised and
enlarged edition updates all of the chapters to reflect the changes that have occurred in the state's
government during the last decade. Five new chapters have been added on topics previously
unaddressed: economic development, energy, and the environment; state policy making in higher
education; funding for education in the 1990s; the statewide elected executive officials; and the
types of law in Missouri. The twenty-six chapters are grouped into four main categories: The Context
of Missouri Politics, State Governmental Framework, Policies and Policy Making in Missouri, and
Local Government and Politics in Missouri. Helpful additions to the basic text include more than fifty
tables and figures, a glossary giving clear definitions of many governmental terms, and a
bibliography on Missouri politics and government. The authors have become experts about Missouri
by serving as teachers and researchers in Missouri colleges and universities, as candidates and
workers in Missouri political campaigns, and as officeholders and public administrators in Missouri
state government. Their collective experience in Missouri politics ensures that this new edition
provides the most thorough and comprehensive overview of the structure and inner workings of
Missouri's political system.
  political culture ap gov: The Boundaries of American Political Culture in the Civil War Era
Mark E. Neely Jr., 2009-11-17 Did preoccupations with family and work crowd out interest in politics
in the nineteenth century, as some have argued? Arguing that social historians have gone too far in
concluding that Americans were not deeply engaged in public life and that political historians have
gone too far in asserting that politics informed all of Americans' lives, Mark Neely seeks to gauge
the importance of politics for ordinary people in the Civil War era. Looking beyond the usual
markers of political activity, Neely sifts through the political bric-a-brac of the era--lithographs and
engravings of political heroes, campaign buttons, songsters filled with political lyrics, photo albums,
newspapers, and political cartoons. In each of four chapters, he examines a different sphere--the
home, the workplace, the gentlemen's Union League Club, and the minstrel stage--where political
engagement was expressed in material culture. Neely acknowledges that there were boundaries to
political life, however. But as his investigation shows, political expression permeated the public and
private realms of Civil War America.



  political culture ap gov: Political Development and Democratic Theory Steven J. Hood, 2015
Most comparativists have assumed that democratization is best understood by looking at regimes in
the transition and consolidation phases of democracy without really considering the essence of
democracy - liberal rights and democratic virtues. Democracy is seen as a mechanistic process
without considering the ideas that build democratic regimes. This book begins afresh by proposing
that comparativists need to consider democracy to be a combination of rights and virtues, and that
the difficulties of democratic transitions, consolidation, and maintenance are essentially problems
relating to balancing rights and virtues in the regime. How do we reemphasize these aspects of
democracy at a time when comparative literature focuses almost solely on democratic procedure? By
combining the best elements of comparative theory and liberal democratic philosophy, Hood argues
that comparativists can sharpen the scholarly tools we need to understand both the problems of
democratization and maintaining democracy. He provides the reader with a valuable overview of
comparative theory and how our abandonment of political philosophy has led to our acceptance of
social science methods.
  political culture ap gov: American Government and Politics Robert Singh, 2003-02-24 Written
for all students of politics coming to the subject for the first time, this textbook provides a lively and
accessible introduction and guide to all the main features and characteristics of one of the most
distinctive and complex political systems in the world.
  political culture ap gov: Town Hall Tales Merlijn J. van Hulst, 2008
  political culture ap gov: Crime and Punishment around the World Graeme R. Newman,
2010-10-19 This comprehensive, detailed account explores crime and punishment throughout the
world through the eyes of leading experts, local authors and scholars, and government officials. It is
a subject as old as civil society, yet one that still fuels debate. Now the many and varied aspects of
that subject are brought together in the four-volume Crime and Punishment around the World. This
unprecedented work provides descriptions of crimes—and the justice systems that define and punish
them—in more than 200 nations, principalities, and dependencies. Each chapter examines the
historical, political, and cultural background, as well as the basic organization of the subject state's
legal and criminal justice system. It also reports on the types and levels of crime, the processes
leading to the finding of guilt, the rights of the accused, alternatives to going to trial, how suspects
are prosecuted for their crimes, and the techniques and conditions of typical punishments employed.
Comprising a study that is at once extraordinarily comprehensive and minutely detailed, the essays
collected here showcase the variety and the universality of crime and punishment the world over.
  political culture ap gov: Education for Liberal Democracy Walter Parker, 2023 The book
argues that the proper aim of civic education in schools is to shore up liberal democracy; shows how
discussion can be the main dish, not a side dish, of classroom instruction; shows how classroom
discussion develops voice, defined as the freedom to make and express un-coerced decisions, and
disciplinary knowledge, defined as the knowledge that results from a public process of
error-seeking, contestation, and validation; argues that students need to learn both disciplinary
knowledge and voice if they are to take their place on the public stage and hold the 'office of citizen'
in a liberal democracy; and finally, treats subject-centered and student-centered instruction as
partners, not opponents--
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