political cartoons on vietnam war

political cartoons on vietnam war played a significant role in shaping public opinion
and capturing the complex social and political dynamics during one of the most
contentious conflicts in modern American history. These cartoons served as powerful
visual commentaries that critiqued government policies, highlighted the human cost of
war, and reflected the growing anti-war sentiment across the United States and beyond.
Through satire, symbolism, and sharp wit, political cartoons on the Vietnam War provided
an accessible medium for expressing dissent and questioning the legitimacy of the conflict.
This article explores the historical context of these cartoons, their themes, notable artists,
stylistic approaches, and their enduring influence on political discourse. Understanding
the role of political cartoons on the Vietnam War offers valuable insight into how art and
media intersected to influence public perception during a turbulent era. The following
sections delve deeper into these aspects, providing a comprehensive overview of the
subject.
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Common Themes and Symbolism

¢ Prominent Political Cartoonists and Their Works
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Impact and Legacy of Vietnam War Cartoons

Historical Context of Political Cartoons on
Vietnam War

The Vietnam War, lasting from the late 1950s to 1975, was a highly controversial conflict
that elicited widespread debate and protest. Political cartoons on Vietnam War emerged
during this period as a form of social and political commentary, reflecting the complexities
of the conflict and the divergent opinions surrounding it. These cartoons appeared in
newspapers, magazines, and underground publications, reaching a broad audience and
influencing public sentiment. As the war escalated, so did the intensity and frequency of
the cartoons, which mirrored the shifting attitudes of the American public and the
international community.

Role of Media and Political Cartoons

During the Vietnam War era, traditional media outlets played a crucial role in shaping
public opinion. Political cartoons complemented news reporting by distilling intricate
political issues into compelling and often humorous visuals. They served as a vehicle for



dissent, especially as the war grew increasingly unpopular. Editorial cartoonists used their
platforms to criticize government decisions, question military strategies, and highlight the
moral and ethical dilemmas posed by the conflict. Political cartoons on Vietnam War thus
became an essential tool for political expression and activism.

Government and Public Reaction

Political cartoons often faced scrutiny and censorship attempts, as their critical nature
sometimes clashed with government narratives. Despite this, many cartoonists persisted,
reflecting the growing anti-war movement and public dissatisfaction. The visual nature of
cartoons made them an effective form of protest, reaching audiences who might not
engage with lengthy articles or speeches. The tension between government authorities
and media outlets underscored the power political cartoons held in influencing public
discourse about the Vietnam War.

Common Themes and Symbolism

Political cartoons on Vietnam War utilized a variety of themes and symbols to convey their
messages effectively. These motifs helped distill complex political realities into
understandable and impactful imagery. Recurring themes included critiques of military
intervention, the human costs of war, political hypocrisy, and the struggle for peace.
Symbolism was often employed to represent broader concepts such as government
authority, the Viet Cong, American soldiers, and public opinion.

Anti-War Sentiment

One of the most prevalent themes in political cartoons on Vietham War was the expression
of anti-war sentiment. Many cartoons depicted the futility and devastation of the conflict,
emphasizing the loss of life and the psychological toll on soldiers and civilians. Symbols
such as broken weapons, grieving mothers, and wounded soldiers were commonly used to
evoke empathy and encourage opposition to the war.

Political Hypocrisy and Criticism

Cartoonists often highlighted contradictions within government policies and statements.
Political cartoons on Vietnam War exposed perceived dishonesty, misleading propaganda,
and shifting rationales for the war effort. The use of caricatures of political leaders,
exaggerated expressions, and ironic juxtapositions served to underscore these critiques
and to hold those in power accountable.

Common Symbols in Vietnam War Cartoons

e The American Eagle: Often depicted wounded or confused, symbolizing the



nation’s struggle and moral dilemmas.

e The Viet Cong: Represented variably as guerrilla fighters or elusive shadows,
symbolizing the unconventional nature of the conflict.

e The Draft: [llustrated as a looming threat, often with young men portrayed
reluctantly conscripted into service.

e The Peace Sign: A recurring symbol of protest and hope for an end to the war.

e The Helicopter: Frequently used to depict the war’s mechanized and aggressive
nature.

Prominent Political Cartoonists and Their Works

Several influential cartoonists gained recognition for their impactful political cartoons on
Vietnam War. Their work not only reflected the zeitgeist of the era but also helped shape
public discourse. These artists combined artistic skill with sharp political insight to
produce memorable and provocative images.

Herblock (Herbert Block)

Herblock was a prominent editorial cartoonist known for his incisive critiques of
government policies. His cartoons on the Vietnam War highlighted the moral
contradictions and political failures of American involvement. Herblock’s work appeared in
major publications such as The Washington Post and was celebrated for its clarity and
moral seriousness.

Bill Mauldin

Bill Mauldin, a World War II veteran, brought a soldier’s perspective to his cartoons. His
Vietnam War cartoons often depicted the hardships faced by troops and the disconnect
between soldiers and political leadership. Mauldin’s work humanized the conflict and drew
attention to the experiences of ordinary servicemen.

Patrick Oliphant

Known for his distinctive style and sharp wit, Patrick Oliphant produced several notable
cartoons criticizing the Vietnam War. Oliphant’s work often used exaggerated caricatures
and symbolic imagery to convey complex political criticisms. His cartoons appeared in
leading newspapers and helped articulate the anti-war sentiment during the height of the
conflict.



Stylistic Approaches and Techniques

Political cartoons on Vietnam War employed a variety of artistic styles and techniques to
maximize their impact. These ranged from realistic depictions to highly stylized
caricatures, often incorporating symbolism and irony. The choice of style often depended
on the cartoonist’s approach and the intended message.

Caricature and Exaggeration

One common technique was the use of caricature, exaggerating physical features of
political figures to highlight their traits or perceived flaws. This approach made the
cartoons more engaging and memorable, allowing cartoonists to deliver pointed political
critiques effectively.

Symbolism and Metaphor

Symbolism was extensively used to represent complex ideas succinctly. Metaphors such as
“the quagmire” depicted the war as an inescapable swamp, while images of puppetry
conveyed notions of manipulation by political leaders. These visual metaphors helped
communicate nuanced ideas to a broad audience.

Satire and Irony

Satirical humor was a hallmark of many political cartoons on Vietnam War. By using irony
and sarcasm, cartoonists exposed contradictions and absurdities within political rhetoric
and military strategies. Satire made the cartoons not only informative but also compelling
and thought-provoking.

Impact and Legacy of Vietnam War Cartoons

The legacy of political cartoons on Vietnam War extends beyond their immediate historical
context. These cartoons influenced public opinion, contributed to the anti-war movement,
and established the role of editorial cartoons as a critical form of political expression.
Their impact continues to be studied and appreciated in the fields of media, history, and
political science.

Influence on Public Opinion

Political cartoons helped shape the narrative around the Vietnam War by providing
accessible critiques that resonated with a wide audience. They amplified anti-war voices
and encouraged critical thinking about U.S. foreign policy. The visual nature of cartoons
made complex political issues easier to understand and discuss.



Contribution to Political Discourse

Cartoons played a vital role in fostering democratic debate by challenging official
narratives and encouraging transparency. They contributed to a culture of skepticism
toward government pronouncements and underscored the importance of free expression
during times of conflict.

Enduring Artistic and Cultural Value

Beyond their immediate political function, many Vietnam War cartoons are now regarded
as significant works of art and historical documents. They provide valuable insights into
the social and political climate of the era and continue to inspire contemporary artists and
commentators who address war and politics through visual media.

Key Takeaways from Political Cartoons on Vietnam War

 Political cartoons distilled complex war issues into accessible visuals.
e They played a crucial role in expressing and spreading anti-war sentiment.

e Cartoonists used symbolism, satire, and caricature to critique political leaders and
policies.

e The cartoons influenced public opinion and political discourse during the war.

e Their legacy endures as important cultural and historical artifacts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did political cartoons play during the Vietnam
War?
Political cartoons served as a powerful medium to criticize and comment on the Vietnam

War, influencing public opinion by highlighting the war's controversies, government
policies, and social issues.

Who were some prominent political cartoonists covering
the Vietnam War?
Notable political cartoonists who addressed the Vietnam War include Herblock (Herbert

Block), Bill Mauldin, and Pat Oliphant, among others who used satire to critique the war
and its impact.



How did political cartoons reflect public sentiment
about the Vietnam War?

Political cartoons often mirrored the growing anti-war sentiment and skepticism towards
government statements, illustrating the conflict's moral dilemmas, casualties, and political
controversies.

What themes are commonly depicted in Vietnam War
political cartoons?

Common themes include the futility and brutality of the war, government deception, the
human cost, protests and dissent, and the struggle between Cold War ideologies.

How did political cartoons influence public opinion
during the Vietnam War era?

By using humor and satire, political cartoons made complex political issues accessible and
compelling, helping to galvanize anti-war movements and shape public discourse against
the war.

Were political cartoons about the Vietnam War
censored or suppressed?

While some political cartoons faced pushback or controversy, many were published in
newspapers and magazines, reflecting the relatively free press climate that allowed
criticism of the war.

What visual symbols are commonly used in Vietnam War
political cartoons?

Symbols such as Uncle Sam, the Statue of Liberty, helicopters, soldiers, the Viet Cong,
and war machinery are frequently used to convey messages about American involvement
and the war's consequences.

How did political cartoons address the morality of the
Vietnam War?

Cartoons often questioned the ethical justification of the war, depicting the suffering of
civilians, the impact on soldiers, and the ambiguity of the war's objectives.

Can political cartoons from the Vietnam War era be
used as historical sources?

Yes, they provide valuable insights into contemporary attitudes, criticisms, and societal
values, making them important primary sources for understanding the cultural and
political climate of the time.



How did the style of political cartoons evolve during the
Vietnam War?

The style became more direct and bold, with sharper satire and vivid imagery reflecting
the heightened tensions and polarized views of the Vietnam War period.

Additional Resources

1. Drawing the Line: Political Cartoons and the Vietnam War

This book explores the role of political cartoons as a powerful medium of protest and
commentary during the Vietnam War. It analyzes the work of prominent cartoonists who
challenged government policies and public perceptions through satire and visual
storytelling. The book situates these cartoons within the broader context of anti-war
movements and media coverage of the era.

2. Ink and Conflict: Visual Satire in the Vietnam War Era

"Ink and Conflict" delves into the artistic techniques and political impact of cartoons
created during the Vietnam War. It highlights how cartoonists used humor and symbolism
to critique military strategies and political decisions. The book also examines the reception
of these cartoons by different audiences, from supporters to opponents of the war.

3. The Pen as Protest: Political Cartoons and the Vietnam War

This volume presents a comprehensive collection of political cartoons that shaped public
opinion on the Vietnam War. Through detailed commentary, it reveals how cartoonists
voiced dissent and captured the complexities of the conflict. The book underscores the
influence of visual satire in shaping historical narratives and political discourse.

4. Sketches of Dissent: Vietnam War Cartoons and Cultural Resistance

"Sketches of Dissent" focuses on the cultural resistance expressed through cartoons
during the Vietnam War. It examines how artists challenged dominant ideologies and
exposed the human cost of war. The book also explores the intersection of art, politics, and
activism in the turbulent 1960s and 1970s.

5. Lines of Protest: The Political Cartoons of Vietnam War America

This book offers an insightful analysis of political cartoons published in American
newspapers and magazines during the Vietnam War. It discusses how cartoonists
confronted issues such as government deception, draft resistance, and media censorship.
The collection provides a visual history of dissent and the evolving public mood about the
war.

6. Cartooning Conflict: Visual Commentary on the Vietnam War

"Cartooning Conflict" investigates the diverse ways political cartoonists depicted the
Vietnam War, from frontline combat to home-front controversies. It highlights the power
of imagery to influence public debate and policy discussions. The book also considers the
ethical challenges faced by artists in representing such a contentious conflict.

7. Satire and Struggle: Political Cartoons in the Vietnam War Era
This book examines the satirical strategies used by cartoonists to critique the Vietnam
War and the political establishment. It explores themes of power, injustice, and resistance



through a close reading of key cartoons. The work situates these visual commentaries
within the broader anti-war and civil rights movements.

8. Drawing War: The Art and Politics of Vietnam War Cartoons

"Drawing War" provides an in-depth look at the intersection of art and politics through
Vietnam War cartoons. It showcases influential artists and their contributions to political
discourse. The book also discusses the lasting legacy of these cartoons in shaping public
memory of the conflict.

9. Visual Voices of Vietnam: Political Cartoons and the Antiwar Movement

This collection highlights the role of political cartoons in amplifying the voices of the
antiwar movement during the Vietnam War. It presents a range of styles and messages
that challenged official narratives and advocated for peace. The book emphasizes the
importance of cartoons as a form of visual activism and historical documentation.
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political cartoons on vietnam war: The Vietnam War Louise I. Gerdes, 2005 Following the
U.S. invasion of Iraq, some scholars began to draw comparisons to U.S. involvement in Vietnam,
re-igniting the debate over the Vietnam War. In the following chapters the cartoonists in this volume
present their views on the Vietnam War as it unfolded: Taking Steps Toward War, Going to War: The
Johnson Years, The Long Road to Peace: The Nixon Years, and The Legacy of the Vietnam War.

political cartoons on vietnam war: American Animated Cartoons of the Vietnam Era
Christopher P. Lehman, 2014-01-10 In the first four years of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam War
(1961-64), Hollywood did not dramatize the current military conflict but rather romanticized earlier
ones. Cartoons reflected only previous trends in U.S. culture, and animators comically but
patriotically remembered the Revolutionary War, the Civil War, and both World Wars. In the early
years of military escalation in Vietnam, Hollywood was simply not ready to illustrate America's
contemporary radicalism and race relations in live-action or animated films. But this trend changed
when US participation dramatically increased between 1965 and 1968. In the year of the Tet
Offensive and the killings of the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Senator Robert Kennedy, the
violence of the Vietnam War era caught up with animators. This book discusses the evolution of U.S.
animation from militaristic and violent to liberal and pacifist and the role of the Vietnam War in this
development. The book chronologically documents theatrical and television cartoon studios'
changing responses to U.S. participation in the Vietnam War between 1961 and 1973, using as
evidence the array of artistic commentary about the federal government, the armed forces, the draft,
peace negotiations, the counterculture movement, racial issues, and pacifism produced during this
period. The study further reveals the extent to which cartoon violence served as a barometer of
national sentiment on Vietnam. When many Americans supported the war in the 1960s, scenes of
bombings and gunfire were prevalent in animated films. As Americans began to favor withdrawal,
militaristic images disappeared from the cartoon. Soon animated cartoons would serve as
enlightening artifacts of Vietnam War-era ideology. In addition to the assessment of primary film
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materials, this book draws upon interviews with people involved in the production Vietnam-era films.
Film critics responding in their newspaper columns to the era's innovative cartoon sociopolitical
commentary also serve as invaluable references. Three informative appendices contribute to the
work.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Gene Basset’s Vietnam Sketchbook Thom Rooke,
2015-09-11 In 1965, Gene Basset, a well-known political cartoonist, was sent to Vietnam by his
newspaper publishing syndicate. His assignment: to sketch scenes of the increasingly controversial
war in order to help the newspaper-reading public better understand the events occurring in
Southeast Asia. In much the same way that M.A.S.H. gave viewers an irreverent, wry view of war
and its devastating effects on citizens as well as soldiers, Basset’s sketches portray the everyday,
often mundane, aspects of wartime with an intimate touch that eases access to the dark subject
matter. In this affectionately curated collection, author, doctor, and longtime friend of the artist,
Thom Rooke, deftly leads us through more than eighty of Basset’s cartoons, organizing his insights
according to the well-known stages of grief, from denial to acceptance, and demonstrating how
Basset’s images convey moments of trauma, coping, and healing. From scenes of American Gls
haggling with Vietnamese street vendors to a medic dressing the wounds of a wide-eyed soldier,
Basset’s endearing sketches and Rooke’s friendly prose humanize life during wartime. The
seriocomic vignettes and analyses are delivered with wit, compassion, and subtle charm sure to
please academic, artistic, and casual readers alike.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Political Cartoon Content During the Vietnam War Tet
Offensive Danica Jill Rigoli, 1992

political cartoons on vietnam war: Political Punchlines: The Best Political Cartoons
Tracey D. Way, 2024-12-16 Experience the raw power of political art in Political Punchlines: The
Best Political Cartoons. This striking collection showcases how artists wield their pens as weapons of
truth, creating images that cut through rhetoric to expose the heart of contemporary politics. From
presidential portraits to global conflicts, from social movements to economic crises, these masterful
works capture the defining moments of our era. Each carefully selected cartoon demonstrates the
unique ability of visual satire to communicate complex ideas instantly, transcending language
barriers and cultural divisions. Featuring works by both renowned and emerging artists, this
collection celebrates those who dare to challenge power through art. These visual journalists don't
just document history - they help shape it, using humor and artistic skill to spark crucial
conversations about democracy, justice, and power. This remarkable anthology serves as both a
historical record and a testament to artistic courage. In an age of viral memes and digital
manipulation, these hand-drawn commentaries maintain their authentic power to provoke thought,
inspire action, and illuminate truth. What you will find in this book: Masterful political cartoons that
shaped public opinion and influenced political outcomes Behind-the-scenes insights into the artistic
process and decision-making Analysis of visual metaphors and symbolic language in political art
Powerful commentary on presidential politics, global affairs, and social movements Exploration of
how political cartoonists navigate censorship and controversy Examination of how digital media has
transformed political cartooning Collection of works that document defining political moments Deep
dive into the evolution of political cartoon styles and techniques

political cartoons on vietnam war: American Political Cartoons Sandy Northrop,
2017-07-05 From Benjamin Franklin's drawing of the first American political cartoon in 1754 to
contemporary cartoonists' blistering attacks on George W. Bush and initial love-affair with Barack
Obama, editorial cartoons have been a part of American journalism and politics. American Political
Cartoons chronicles the nation's highs and lows in an extensive collection of cartoons that span the
entire history of American political cartooning.Good cartoons hit you primitively and emotionally,
said cartoonist Doug Marlette. A cartoon is a frontal attack, a slam dunk, a cluster bomb. Most
cartoonists pride themselves on attacking honestly, if ruthlessly. American Political Cartoons
recounts many direct hits, recalling the discomfort of the cartoons' targets?and the delight of their
readers.Through skillful combination of pictures and words, cartoonists galvanize public opinion for



or against their subjects. In the process they have revealed truths about us and our democratic
system that have been both embarrassing and ennobling. Stephen Hess and Sandy Northrop note
that not all cartoonists have worn white hats. Many have perpetuated demeaning ethnic stereotypes,
slandered honest politicians, and oversimplified complex issues.

political cartoons on vietnam war: The Vietnam War Edward Miller, 2016-01-19 The Vietnam
War is an outstanding collection of primary documents related to America's conflict in Vietnam
which includes a balance of original American and Vietnamese perspectives, providing a uniquely
varied range of insights into both American and Vietnamese experiences. Includes substantial
non-American content, including many original English translations of Vietnamese-authored texts
which showcase the diversity and complexity of Vietnamese experiences during the war Contains
original American documents germane to the continuing debates about the causes, consequences
and morality of the US intervention Incorporates personal histories of individual Americans and
Vietnamese Introductory headnotes place each document in context Features a range of non-textual
documents, including iconic photographs and political cartoons

political cartoons on vietnam war: The Best Political Cartoons of the Year, 2010
Edition, Portable Documents Daryl Cagle, Brian Fairrington, 2009-09-04 The Best of the Year in
Editorial Cartoons The best cartoonists in the world contributed to this collection of the best
cartoons of 2009, from Daryl Cagle's Political Cartoonists Index, the most popular cartoon site on
the Web (www.cagle.com). More than 600 cartoons cover the major topics of the historic year when
America saw its first black president sworn into office. The economy sank despite humungous
bailouts and unemployment hit new highs--not to mention the drama of Octomom, Sotomayor, Swine
Flue, GM's bankruptcy, Iran's election chaos and the death of Michael Jackson. This cool book
chronicles the history of the year 2009 with cartoons you'll never forget.

political cartoons on vietnam war: United States History - Part B ,

political cartoons on vietnam war: Presidential Humor: A Collection of the Funniest
Anecdotes and Jokes by American Presidents Pasquale De Marco, Laughter and politics may seem
like an unlikely pairing, but throughout history, presidents have used humor to connect with the
public, defuse tensions, and even achieve political goals. From the witty remarks of Abraham Lincoln
to the self-deprecating jokes of Ronald Reagan, presidential humor has taken many forms. This book
is a celebration of the lighter side of the presidency, a collection of the funniest anecdotes and jokes
told by American presidents. From laugh-out-loud one-liners to hilarious mispronunciations and
off-the-cuff remarks, these stories offer a glimpse into the personalities of our nation's leaders and
the ways in which they have used humor to navigate the challenges of the presidency. Inside, you'll
find: * Hilarious quips and zingers from presidents past and present * Unforgettable gaffes and
blunders that will make you laugh out loud * Witty jokes and anecdotes about political opponents,
the campaign trail, and the White House itself * Presidential parodies, impersonations, and cartoons
that poke fun at the presidency * Humorous stories and anecdotes from presidential press
conferences, interviews, and speeches Whether you're a history buff, a political junkie, or simply
someone who enjoys a good laugh, this book is sure to entertain and delight. So sit back, relax, and
prepare to see the presidency in a whole new light. This book is a must-read for anyone who loves
presidential history, humor, or both. It's also the perfect gift for anyone who needs a good laugh. If
you like this book, write a review!

political cartoons on vietnam war: American Republic to 1877, Interpreting Political Cartoons
McGraw-Hill Staff, 2002-06 Contains 36 reproducible activity pages, each including one political
cartoon, short summary of the issue being addressed, and questions for analysis and critical
thinking.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Animation, Caricature, and Gag and Political Cartoons in
the United States and Canada John A. Lent, 1994-07-21 One of four volumes dealing with the world
of comic art, this volume is a comprehensive, international bibliography dealing with animation,
caricature, gag, illustrative, magazine, and political cartoons in the United States and Canada.
Reflecting the substantial growth of comic art literature in recent years, it is representative of



various types of publications, writing formats and styles, and languages from all over the world. The
four volumes attempt for the first time to pull together the massive amount of comic art literature
worldwide. Organized with meticulous detail, the work consists of numerous resources, including an
annotated directory of 66 comic art-related periodicals; a section of comic art functions, activities,
and relationships with various socio-cultural phenomena, such as education, eroticism, ethnicity,
race, social consciousness, and violence; as well as historical and contemporary parts on animation,
caricature, gag cartoons, and political cartoons. At least 224 animators, caricaturists, and
cartoonists are singled out for special prominence. Business, legal, and technical aspects of each
genre make up other categories. The book is enhanced by Maurice Horn's foreword, retracing the
pioneer work he and others did in the field of comic art studies. To further help the user, the indices
are systematically broken down by authors, cartoonists, characters and titles, periodicals, and
subjects.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Charles Johnson's Spiritual Imagination Jonathan
Little, 1997 In this first book-length study of Charles Johnson's work, Jonathan Little offers an
engaging account of the artistic growth of one of the most important contemporary African
American writers. From his beginnings as a political cartoonist through his receipt of the National
Book Award for Middle Passage, Johnson's imagination has become increasingly spiritual. Little
draws upon a wide array of sources, including short stories, interviews, reviews, articles, and
cartoons, as he traces the brilliant achievement of this provocative artist who is very much at the
height of his career. Charles Johnson's Spiritual Imagination begins with an analysis of Johnson's
political cartoons from the late sixties and early seventies, when he was immersed in the Black
Power Movement. Little shows that in these early cartoons one can already see Johnson's comic
genius and his quest for unconstrained artistic freedom even when dealing with the highly charged
issues of racial politics. By examining how Johnson incorporates the influences of phenomenology,
Zen Buddhism, Taoism, Hinduism, and Romanticism into a strikingly original perspective on
individual and social identity, Little chronicles Johnson's development. The book illuminates the
progression of Johnson's aesthetics as he deals with the at times disturbing contrast between the
hope offered by art and spirituality and the harsh realities of African American existence. As he
situates Johnson within the tradition of African American literature, Little pairs each of his novels
with a major precursor, including novels by Richard Wright and Ralph Ellison, and such far-ranging
sources as Hermann Hesse's Siddhartha and the Ten Oxherding Pictures. These comparisons help to
show Johnson's innovations within the African American literary tradition and include discussions of
naturalism, realism, and modernism. This book will appeal to anyone interested in African American
literature, spirituality, aesthetics, and the culture wars.

political cartoons on vietnam war: The Other Kind of Funnies Han Yu, 2016-12-14 The Other
Kind of Funnies refutes the mainstream American cultural assumption that comics have little to do
with technical communication-that the former are entertaining (in a low-brow sense) and juvenile,
whereas the latter is practical and serious (to the point of stuffiness). The first of its kind, this book
demonstrates the exciting possibilities of using comics in technical communication. It defines comics
as a medium and art form that includes cartoons, comic strips, comic books, and graphic novels;
provides conceptual and historical backgrounds on comics; and discusses the appeals and challenges
of using comics-style technical communication. More specifically, it examines comics-style
instructions, educational materials, health/risk communication, and political/propaganda
communication. The author argues that comics-style technical communication encourages reader
participation, produces covert persuasion, facilitates intercultural communication, benefits
underprivileged audiences such as children and readers of lower literacy, and challenges the
positivist view of technical communication. An abundance of comics-style technical communication
examples, carefully selected from across cultures and times, demonstrates the argument. While the
book proposes that comics can create user-friendly, visually oriented, engaging, and socially
responsible technical communication, it is also quick to acknowledge the limitations and challenges
of comics-style technical communication and provides heuristics on how to cope with them. The



Other Kind of Funnies is unique in its interdisciplinary approach. It focuses on technical
communication but speaks to design, cultural and intercultural studies, historical studies, and to
some extent, education, politics, and art.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Comics through Time M. Keith Booker, 2014-10-28
Focusing especially on American comic books and graphic novels from the 1930s to the present, this
massive four-volume work provides a colorful yet authoritative source on the entire history of the
comics medium. Comics and graphic novels have recently become big business, serving as the
inspiration for blockbuster Hollywood movies such as the Iron Man series of films and the hit
television drama The Walking Dead. But comics have been popular throughout the 20th century
despite the significant effects of the restrictions of the Comics Code in place from the 1950s through
1970s, which prohibited the depiction of zombies and use of the word horror, among many other
rules. Comics through Time: A History of Icons, Idols, and Ideas provides students and general
readers a one-stop resource for researching topics, genres, works, and artists of comic books, comic
strips, and graphic novels. The comprehensive and broad coverage of this set is organized
chronologically by volume. Volume 1 covers 1960 and earlier; Volume 2 covers 1960-1980; Volume 3
covers 1980-1995; and Volume 4 covers 1995 to the present. The chronological divisions give
readers a sense of the evolution of comics within the larger contexts of American culture and
history. The alphabetically arranged entries in each volume address topics such as comics
publishing, characters, imprints, genres, themes, titles, artists, writers, and more. While special
attention is paid to American comics, the entries also include coverage of British, Japanese, and
European comics that have influenced illustrated storytelling of the United States or are of special
interest to American readers.

political cartoons on vietnam war: American Political Humor Jody C. Baumgartner,
2019-10-07 This two-volume set surveys the profound impact of political humor and satire on
American culture and politics over the years, paying special attention to the explosion of political
humor in today's wide-ranging and turbulent media environment. Historically, there has been a
tendency to regard political satire and humor as a sideshow to the wider world of American
politics—entertaining and sometimes insightful, but ultimately only of modest interest to students
and others surveying the trajectory of American politics and culture. This set documents just how
mistaken that assumption is. By examining political humor and satire throughout US history, these
volumes not only illustrate how expressions of political satire and humor reflect changes in American
attitudes about presidents, parties, and issues but also how satirists, comedians, cartoonists, and
filmmakers have helped to shape popular attitudes about landmark historical events, major
American institutions and movements, and the nation's political leaders and cultural giants. Finally,
this work examines how today's brand of political humor may be more influential than ever before in
shaping American attitudes about the nation in which we live.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Educating About Social Issues in the 20th and 21st
Centuries Vol. 3 Samuel Totten, Jon Pedersen, 2014-01-01 EDUCATING ABOUT SOCIAL ISSUES IN
THE 20th and 21st Centuries: A Critical Annotated Bibliography, Volume 3 is the third volume in a
series that addresses an eclectic host of issues germane to teaching and learning about social issues
at the secondary level of schooling, ranging over roughly a one hundred year period (between 1915
and 2013). Volume 3 specifically addresses how an examination of social issues can be incorporated
into the extant curriculum. Experts in various areas each contribute a chapter in the book. Each
chapter is comprised of a critical essay and an annotated bibliography of key works germane to the
specific focus of the chapter.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Asian Political Cartoons John A. Lent, 2023-01-27 2023
CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title 2024 Eisner Award Nominee for Best Academic/Scholarly Work
In Asian Political Cartoons, scholar John A. Lent explores the history and contemporary status of
political cartooning in Asia, including East Asia (China, Hong Kong, Japan, North and South Korea,
Mongolia, and Taiwan), Southeast Asia (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam), and South Asia (Bangladesh, India, Iran, Nepal,




Pakistan, and Sri Lanka). Incorporating hundreds of interviews, as well as textual analysis of
cartoons; observation of workplaces, companies, and cartoonists at work; and historical research,
Lent offers not only the first such survey in English, but the most complete and detailed in any
language. Richly illustrated, this volume brings much-needed attention to the political cartoons of a
region that has accelerated faster and more expansively economically, culturally, and in other ways
than perhaps any other part of the world. Emphasizing the “freedom to cartoon, the author examines
political cartoons that attempt to expose, bring attention to, blame or condemn, satirically mock, and
caricaturize problems and their perpetrators. Lent presents readers a pioneering survey of such
political cartooning in twenty-two countries and territories, studying aspects of professionalism,
cartoonists’ work environments, philosophies and influences, the state of newspaper and magazine
industries, the state’s roles in political cartooning, modern technology, and other issues facing
political cartoonists. Asian Political Cartoons encompasses topics such as political and social satire
in Asia during ancient times, humor/cartoon magazines established by Western colonists, and
propaganda cartoons employed in independence campaigns. The volume also explores stumbling
blocks contemporary cartoonists must hurdle, including new or beefed-up restrictions and
regulations, a dwindling number of publishing venues, protected vested interests of
conglomerate-owned media, and political correctness gone awry. In these pages, cartoonists recount
intriguing ways they cope with restrictions—through layered hidden messages, by using other
platforms, and finding unique means to use cartooning to make a living.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Nasty Tales David Huxley, 2001 From their origins in the
1960s, through to titles such as Cozmic Comics, Blood Sex, and Terror and Sin City, through to the
emergence of Viz in the 1980's, Nasty Tales covers the turbulent history of these comics and the
culturual instability from which they emerged. Incorporating many exclusive interviews with key
artists and publishers, it offers a unique insight into an hitherto unseen and undocumented world.

political cartoons on vietnam war: Creativity and Culture in Greater China Chi-Cheung
Leung, Sonny Shiu-Hing Lo, 2015-06-01 This publication unveils creative ideas on knowledge
transfer from historical references to commercialization of cultural products. It adopts
multidisciplinary, cross cultural, and experimental approaches to study the cultural industries,
including art, music, popular culture, psychology, entrepreneurship, and economic studies. These
scholarly thoughts and ideas were presented in the two conferences held at the Hong Kong Institute
of Education in the summer of 2013. The chapters critically evaluate the current situation of the
cultural industries and review the underlying relationships between the different sectors in the field.
By assessing the development of the cultural industries, the authors hope that market and
government intervention can enhance further consolidation and minimize hindrance to the growth of
creativity.
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