medicine in elizabethan era

medicine in elizabethan era reflects a fascinating and complex period in the
history of healthcare and medical science. During the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I, medicine was a blend of ancient beliefs, early scientific
exploration, and traditional practices. The understanding of the human body
was limited, and many treatments were based on theories such as the four
humors. This era witnessed the coexistence of herbal remedies, superstition,
and the early influence of Renaissance thinking on medical practices. Despite
its rudimentary nature, medicine in the Elizabethan era laid foundational
concepts that would eventually lead to modern advances. This article explores
the medical theories, common illnesses, treatments, influential figures, and
the social context surrounding healthcare in this pivotal time. The following
sections provide a comprehensive overview of medicine in the Elizabethan era,
offering insight into its challenges and developments.
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Medical Theories and Beliefs

The foundation of medicine in the Elizabethan era was heavily influenced by
ancient medical theories, especially those of Hippocrates and Galen. The
dominant belief was the theory of the four humors: blood, phlegm, yellow
bile, and black bile. According to this theory, health was maintained by a
balance of these four bodily fluids, and illness was the result of an
imbalance.

The Four Humors

The four humors theory shaped the diagnosis and treatment of diseases.
Physicians aimed to restore balance through various methods such as
bloodletting, purging, and dietary regulation. Each humor was associated with
particular temperaments and physical characteristics, influencing how a
patient was treated.



Astrology and Superstition

Astrology played a significant role in medical decision-making during this
era. Physicians often consulted astrological charts to determine the timing
of treatments or to understand the causes of illness. Superstitions and
religious beliefs were also deeply entwined with medical practices, sometimes
leading to the use of charms, prayers, and amulets alongside herbal remedies.

Common Diseases and Epidemics

The Elizabethan era experienced numerous widespread diseases that challenged
the limited medical knowledge of the time. Infectious diseases were common,
and the population was vulnerable to outbreaks due to poor sanitation and
crowded living conditions.

The Plague

The bubonic plague was one of the most feared diseases of the Elizabethan
era. Periodic outbreaks devastated populations, killing thousands. The
disease was poorly understood, and treatments were largely ineffective,
though quarantine measures and the closure of public spaces were sometimes
implemented to control its spread.

Other Prevalent Illnesses

Besides the plague, other common ailments included smallpox, tuberculosis,
influenza, and various fevers. Malnutrition and poor hygiene also contributed
to chronic health problems. Many of these diseases were exacerbated by the
lack of effective medical interventions.

Treatments and Medical Practices

Treatments during the Elizabethan era combined herbal medicine, surgical
procedures, and traditional remedies. The efficacy of these treatments varied
significantly, often relying more on custom and lore than scientific
evidence.

Herbal Remedies

Herbal medicine was the cornerstone of Elizabethan treatments. Physicians and
apothecaries used plants such as rosemary, lavender, and chamomile to prepare
poultices, ointments, and infusions aimed at alleviating symptoms or curing
diseases. The knowledge of herbs was frequently passed down through
generations or derived from ancient texts.



Surgical Practices

Surgery was rudimentary and often dangerous due to the lack of anesthesia and
antiseptics. Common procedures included bloodletting, tooth extraction, and
the treatment of wounds. Barbers often performed surgeries, which led to the
role of barber-surgeons, combining grooming with medical intervention.

Bloodletting and Purging

Bloodletting was one of the most common medical treatments, believed to rid
the body of excess humors. Similarly, purging using laxatives and emetics
aimed to cleanse the digestive system. These practices were standard for a
variety of illnesses, despite their often harmful effects.

Role of Physicians, Surgeons, and Apothecaries

The medical profession in the Elizabethan era was divided into several roles,
each with distinct responsibilities and social status. Understanding these
roles provides insight into the organization of healthcare at the time.

Physicians

Physicians were formally educated, often at universities, and held the
highest status among medical practitioners. Their role primarily involved
diagnosis and prescribing treatments based on humoral theory. However,
physicians were expensive and accessible mostly to the wealthy.

Surgeons and Barber-Surgeons

Surgeons performed hands-on procedures such as wound treatment and
amputations. Barber-surgeons were a unique class combining hair-cutting and
minor surgical duties. They were more accessible to the general public but
often lacked formal education.

Apothecaries

Apothecaries prepared and dispensed medicines, often using herbal
ingredients. They also provided medical advice and were an essential part of
the healthcare system. Apothecaries sometimes acted as early pharmacists,
compounding remedies tailored to individual patients.



Influential Medical Figures of the Elizabethan
Era

Several notable individuals contributed to the development of medicine during
this time, bridging ancient knowledge and emerging Renaissance ideas.

John Caius

John Caius was a prominent physician and scholar who helped to advance
medical education in England. He was instrumental in reforming medical
practices and promoting the study of anatomy.

William Harvey

Though his major discoveries came slightly after Elizabeth I's reign, William
Harvey’s work on the circulation of blood began to challenge long-held
beliefs about the human body, marking a shift toward modern medical science.

Public Health and Hospitals

Public health during the Elizabethan era was rudimentary, with limited
infrastructure to manage disease outbreaks or provide widespread medical
care.

Hospitals and Almshouses

Hospitals existed primarily as charitable institutions for the poor and sick,
often run by religious organizations. They provided basic care but lacked
advanced medical facilities.

Sanitation and Disease Control

Sanitation was poor in urban areas, contributing to the spread of disease.
Efforts to control epidemics included quarantine, the burning of contaminated
materials, and restricting movement. However, understanding of germs and
infection was absent, limiting the effectiveness of these measures.

Public Health Regulations

Authorities occasionally implemented public health regulations such as
closing theaters during plague outbreaks and limiting public gatherings.
These measures aimed to reduce transmission but were inconsistently enforced.



Medical Tools and Instruments

The Elizabethan era saw the use of a variety of medical instruments, though
they were primitive compared to modern standards. Tools such as lancets for
bloodletting, scalpels, and surgical knives were common.

e Lancets: Used for bloodletting and minor incisions.
e Scalpels: Employed in surgical procedures.
e Trepanation Drills: Used to bore holes in the skull to relieve pressure.

e Forceps and Probes: Utilized for extracting foreign objects and
examining wounds.

Despite their rudimentary nature, these instruments were essential for the
practice of medicine and surgery during the Elizabethan era.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the common medical practices during the
Elizabethan era?

Common medical practices in the Elizabethan era included bloodletting, the
use of herbal remedies, purging, and reliance on the four humors theory to
diagnose and treat illnesses.

How did the theory of the four humors influence
medicine in the Elizabethan era?

The four humors theory, which posited that health depended on the balance of
blood, phlegm, black bile, and yellow bile, guided diagnosis and treatment,
leading physicians to use methods like bloodletting and purging to restore
balance.

What role did apothecaries play in Elizabethan
medicine?

Apothecaries acted as early pharmacists, preparing and selling herbal
remedies, potions, and medicines, and often served as accessible medical
practitioners for the general public.



How was surgery perceived and practiced in the
Elizabethan era?

Surgery was considered a separate and lower-status profession, often
performed by barber-surgeons who handled amputations, wound care, and tooth
extractions, typically without anesthesia.

What were some common herbal remedies used in
Elizabethan medicine?

Common herbal remedies included willow bark (for pain relief), lavender (for
calming), rosemary (for memory), and fennel (for digestion), often used in
teas, poultices, or salves.

How did superstition and religion affect medical
treatment in the Elizabethan era?

Superstition and religious beliefs heavily influenced medical treatment, with
many people believing that illness was a punishment from God or caused by
evil spirits, leading to the use of prayers, charms, and rituals alongside
medical treatment.

What was the role of physicians in Elizabethan
society?

Physicians were highly educated and typically served the wealthy elite,
diagnosing illnesses and prescribing treatments based on classical texts, but
their services were expensive and less accessible to common people.

How did public health and sanitation impact medicine
in the Elizabethan era?

Poor sanitation and lack of understanding of germs led to frequent outbreaks
of diseases like the plague; public health measures were minimal and often
ineffective, contributing to high mortality rates.

What were the limitations of medical knowledge
during the Elizabethan era?

Medical knowledge was limited by lack of understanding of anatomy, hygiene,
and disease causation; treatments were often based on tradition and theory
rather than scientific evidence, leading to many ineffective or harmful
practices.



How did the Elizabethan era contribute to the
development of modern medicine?

The Elizabethan era laid groundwork for modern medicine through increased
interest in anatomy, the publication of medical texts, and gradual
questioning of traditional theories, setting the stage for later scientific
advancements.

Additional Resources

1. The Herbal of John Gerard

This comprehensive herbal guide, first published in 1597, was one of the most
influential medical texts of the Elizabethan era. John Gerard meticulously
cataloged and described hundreds of plants and their medicinal uses, blending
classical knowledge with local herbal traditions. The book served as a vital
reference for physicians, apothecaries, and laypeople interested in natural
remedies.

2. De Medicina by Andreas Vesalius

Though originally published earlier in the 16th century, Vesalius'’s
revolutionary anatomical studies continued to influence Elizabethan medicine
profoundly. His detailed anatomical illustrations challenged traditional
Galenic views and paved the way for more empirical approaches to medicine.
Elizabethan physicians increasingly relied on his work to understand human
anatomy and improve surgical practices.

3. The English Physician Enlarged by Nicholas Culpeper

Published in 1652 but drawing heavily on Elizabethan herbals and medical
knowledge, Culpeper’s work became a cornerstone of English herbal medicine.
It combined astrological principles with practical herbal remedies, making
medical knowledge more accessible to the general public. The book reflects
the Elizabethan era’s blending of science, folklore, and astrology in medical
practice.

4. Pharmacopoeia Londinensis

First published in 1618, this official pharmacopoeia set standards for the
preparation and use of medicinal substances in London and its surroundings.
It standardized recipes for drugs and remedies, helping to regulate the
practice of apothecaries during the late Elizabethan period. Though slightly
post-Elizabethan, its roots lie in the medical traditions established during
Elizabeth I's reign.

5. Compendious Body of Distillation by John French

This 1651 text, reflecting Elizabethan and early Stuart knowledge, detailed
the processes of distillation to produce medicinal extracts and spirits. It
highlighted the importance of chemical processes in medicine, bridging the
gap between traditional herbalism and the emerging field of iatrochemistry.
The book illustrates the era’s growing interest in refining medicinal
substances for better efficacy.



6. The Practice of Physic by Thomas Gale

A practical medical manual from the late 16th century, Gale’s book offered
physicians and surgeons guidance on diagnosing and treating common ailments.
It discussed humoral theory alongside practical treatments, reflecting the
dominant medical paradigms of the Elizabethan age. The text was widely used
as a reference for practicing physicians throughout Elizabethan England.

7. Of the Nature and Cure of Wounds by Ambroise Paré

Ambroise Paré, a French surgeon whose work was influential in Elizabethan
England, revolutionized wound treatment with antiseptic techniques and more
humane surgical methods. His treatise introduced the use of ligatures to stop
bleeding instead of cauterization, greatly improving surgical outcomes.
Elizabethan surgeons adopted many of his principles, marking a significant
advance in medical care.

8. De Morbis Puerorum by Thomas Phaer

One of the earliest English-language medical texts focusing on childhood
diseases, this book addressed the diagnosis and treatment of illnesses
affecting children. Phaer’s work reflects the Elizabethan era’s growing
attention to pediatric care, a relatively neglected field at the time. It
combined classical medical knowledge with practical advice tailored for young
patients.

9. Medicinal Plants of Elizabethan England (Anthology)

This modern compilation gathers excerpts and translations of key Elizabethan
texts on medicinal plants, offering insight into the botanical and medical
knowledge of the period. It includes contributions from herbalists,
physicians, and apothecaries, illustrating how plants were used to treat
various ailments. The anthology provides valuable context for understanding
the intersection of medicine, botany, and culture in Elizabethan times.
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medical profession. Over three hundred men (and a handful of women), heretofore unexamined as a
group, made up the medical staff of the Tudor and Stuart kings and queens of England (as well as
the Lord Protectorships of Oliver and Richard Cromwell). The royal doctors faced enormous
challenges in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries from diseases that respected no rank and
threatened the very security of the realm. Moreover, they had to weather political and religious
upheavals that led to regicide and revolution, as well as cope with sharp theoretical and
jurisdictional divisions within English medicine. The rulers often interceded in medical controversies
at the behest of their royal doctors, bringing sovereign authority to bear on the condition of
medicine. Elizabeth Lane Furdell is Professor of History at the University of North Florida.

medicine in elizabethan era: Medicine, Religion, and Magic in Early Stuart England Ofer
Hadass, 2018-03-26 The astrologer-physician Richard Napier (1559-1634) was not only a man of
practical science and medicine but also a master of occult arts and a devout parish rector who
purportedly held conversations with angels. This new interpretation of Napier reveals him to be a
coherent and methodical man whose burning desire for certain, true knowledge contributed to the
contemporary venture of putting existing knowledge to useful ends. Originally trained in theology
and ordained as an Anglican priest, Napier later studied astrological medicine and combined
astrology, religious thought, and image and ritual magic in his medical work. Ofer Hadass draws on
a remarkable archive of Napier’s medical cases and religious writings—including the interviews he
claimed to have held with angels—to show how Napier’s seemingly inconsistent approaches were
rooted in an inclusive and coherent worldview, combining equal respect for ancient authority and for
experientially derived knowledge. Napier’s endeavors exemplify the fruitful relationship between
religion and science that offered a well-founded alternative to the rising mechanistic explanation of
nature at the time. Carefully researched and compellingly told, Medicine, Religion, and Magic in
Early Stuart England is an insightful exploration of one of the most fascinating figures at the
intersection of medicine, magic, and theology in early modern England and of the healing methods
employed by physicians of the era.

medicine in elizabethan era: The Time Traveler's Guide to Elizabethan England Ian
Mortimer, 2013-06-27 The author of The Time Traveler’s Guide to Medieval England takes you
through the world of Shakespeare and Queen Elizabeth I From the author of The Time Traveler’s
Guide to Medieval England, this popular history explores daily life in Queen Elizabeth’s England,
taking us inside the homes and minds of ordinary citizens as well as luminaries of the period,
including Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, Sir Walter Raleigh, and Sir Francis Drake. Organized
as a travel guide for the time-hopping tourist, Mortimer relates in delightful (and occasionally
disturbing) detail everything from the sounds and smells of sixteenth-century England to the
complex and contradictory Elizabethan attitudes toward violence, class, sex, and religion. Original
enough to interest those with previous knowledge of Elizabethan England and accessible enough to
entertain those without, The Time Traveler’s Guide is a book for Elizabethan enthusiasts and history
buffs alike.

medicine in elizabethan era: The History of Medical Education in Britain , 2020-01-29
Professional education forms a key element in the transmission of medical learning and skills, in
occupational solidarity and in creating and recreating the very image of the practitioner. Yet the
history of British medical education has hitherto been surprisingly neglected. Building upon papers
contributed to two conferences on the history of medical education in the early 1990s, this volume
presents new research and original synthesis on key aspects of medical instruction, theoretical and
practical, from early medieval times into the present century. Academic and practical aspects are
equally examined, and balanced attention is given to different sites of instruction, be it the university
or the hospital. The crucial role of education in medical qualifications and professional licensing is
also examined as is the part it has played in the regulation of the entry of women to the profession.
Contributors are Juanita Burnby, W.F. Bynum, Laurence M. Geary, Faye Getz, Johanna
Geyer-Kordesch, S.W.F. Holloway, Stephen Jacyna, Peter Murray Jones, Helen King, Susan C.
Lawrence, Irvine Loudon, Margaret Pelling, Godelieve Van Heteren, and John Harley Warner.




medicine in elizabethan era: The Time Traveller's Guide to Elizabethan England Ian
Mortimer, 2012-03-01 'A fresh and funny book that wears its learning lightly' Independent Discover
the era of William Shakespeare and Elizabeth I through the sharp, informative and hilarious eyes of
Ian Mortimer. We think of Queen Elizabeth I's reign (1558-1603) as a golden age. But what was it
actually like to live in Elizabethan England? If you could travel to the past and walk the streets of
London in the 1590s, where would you stay? What would you eat? What would you wear? Would you
really have a sense of it being a glorious age? And if so, how would that glory sit alongside the
vagrants, diseases, violence, sexism and famine of the time? In this book Ian Mortimer reveals a
country in which life expectancy is in the early thirties, people still starve to death and Catholics are
persecuted for their faith. Yet it produces some of the finest writing in the English language, some of
the most magnificent architecture, and sees Elizabeth's subjects settle in America and
circumnavigate the globe. Welcome to a country that is, in all its contradictions, the very crucible of
the modern world. 'Vivid trip back to the 16th century...highly entertaining book' Guardian

medicine in elizabethan era: The History of medicine comprising a narrative of its
progress from the earliest ages to the present time Edward Meryon, 1861

medicine in elizabethan era: The Medicine of the Friars in Medieval England Peter
Murray Jones, 2024 Drawing upon a surprising wealth of evidence found in surviving manuscripts,
this book restores friars to their rightful place in the history of English health care. Friars are often
overlooked in the picture of health care in late medieval England. Physicians, surgeons,
apothecaries, barbers, midwives - these are the people we think of immediately as agents of healing;
whilst we identify university teachers as authorities on medical writings. Yet from their first
appearance in England in the 1220s to the dispersal of the friaries in the 1530s, four orders of friars
were active as healers of every type. Their care extended beyond the circle of their own brethren:
patients included royalty, nobles and bishops, and they also provided charitable aid and relief to the
poor. They wrote about medicine too. Bartholomew the Englishman and Roger Bacon were arguably
the most influential authors, alongside the Dominican Henry Daniel. Nor should we forget the
anonymous Franciscan compilers of the Tabula medicine, a handbook of cures, which, amongst other
items, contains case histories of friars practising medicine. Even after the Reformation, these texts
continued to circulate and find new readers amongst practitioners and householders. This book
restores friars to their rightful place in the history of English health care, exploring the complex,
productive entanglement between care of the soul and healing of the body, in both theoretical and
practical terms. Drawing upon the surprising wealth of evidence found in the surviving manuscripts,
it brings to light individuals such as William Holme (c. 1400), and his patient the duke of York (d.
1402), who suffered from swollen legs. Holme also wrote about medicinal simples and gave
instructions for dealing with eye and voice problems experienced by his brother Franciscans. Friars
from the thirteenth century onwards wrote their medicine differently, reflecting their religious
vocation as preachers and confessors.

medicine in elizabethan era: Medical Identities and Print Culture, 1830s-1910s Alison
Moulds, 2021-08-10 This book examines how the medical profession engaged with print and literary
culture to shape its identities between the 1830s and 1910s in Britain and its empire. Moving away
from a focus on medical education and professional appointments, the book reorients attention to
how medical self-fashioning interacted with other axes of identity, including age, gender, race, and
the spaces of practice. Drawing on medical journals and fiction, as well as professional advice guides
and popular periodicals, this volume considers how images of medical practice and professionalism
were formed in the cultural and medical imagination. Alison Moulds uncovers how medical
professionals were involved in textual production and consumption as editors, contributors,
correspondents, readers, authors, and reviewers. Ultimately, this book opens up new perspectives
on the relationship between literature and medicine, revealing how the profession engaged with a
range of textual practices to build communities, air grievances, and augment its cultural authority
and status in public life.

medicine in elizabethan era: Health Care and Popular Medicine in Nineteenth Century



England John Woodward, David Richards, 2025-07-01 Originally published in 1977, this book
presents a selection of work by historians and sociologists on medicine and society in the 19th
century. It concentrates on practitioners and patients, quackery and folk medicine, as elements in
the social, cultural, political and economic structure of the community at large. The relevance of
social history in medicine to the analysis of the role of medicine in society is discussed as well as the
knowledge of sex and sexuality and the professionalisation of medicine.

medicine in elizabethan era: The History of Medicine Comprising a Narrative of Its Progress
from the Earliest Ages to the Present Time, and of the Delusions Incidental to Its Advance from
Empiricism to the Dignity of a Science Edward Meryon, 1861

medicine in elizabethan era: Aphrodisiacs, Fertility and Medicine in Early Modern England
Jennifer Evans, 2014 An investigation into aphrodisiacs challenges pre-conceived ideas about
sexuality during this period.

medicine in elizabethan era: Women and the Practice of Medical Care in Early Modern
Europe, 1400-1800 L. Whaley, 2011-02-08 Women have engaged in healing from the beginning of
history, often within the context of the home. This book studies the role, contributions and
challenges faced by women healers in France, Spain, Italy and England, including medical practice
among women in the Jewish and Muslim communities, from the later Middle Ages to approximately
1800.

medicine in elizabethan era: Report for the year (Great Britain. Army Medical Services).
v. 1, 1859, 1861

medicine in elizabethan era: Powerful Medicines Jerry Avorn, M.D., 2005-08-09 If you believe
that the latest blockbuster medication is worth a premium price over your generic brand, or that
doctors have access to all the information they need about a drug’s safety and effectiveness each
time they write a prescription, Dr. Jerry Avorn has some sobering news. Drawing on more than
twenty-five years of patient care, teaching, and research at Harvard Medical School, he shares his
firsthand experience of the wide gap in our knowledge of the effectiveness of one medication as
compared to another. In Powerful Medicines, he reminds us that every pill we take represents a
delicate compromise between the promise of healing, the risk of side effects, and an increasingly
daunting price. The stakes on each front grow higher every year as new drugs with impressive
power, worrisome side effects, and troubling costs are introduced. This is a comprehensive
behind-the-scenes look at issues that affect everyone: our shortage of data comparing the worth of
similar drugs for the same condition; alarming lapses in the detection of lethal side effects; the
underuse of life-saving medications; lavish marketing campaigns that influence what doctors
prescribe; and the resulting upward spiral of costs that places vital drugs beyond the reach of many
Americans. In this engagingly written book, Dr. Avorn asks questions that will interest every
consumer: How can a product judged safe by the Food and Drug Administration turn out to have
unexpectedly lethal side effects? Why has the nation’s drug bill been growing at nearly 20 percent
per year? How can physicians and patients pick the best medication in its class? How do doctors
actually make their prescribing decisions, and why do those decisions sometimes go wrong? Why do
so many Americans suffer preventable illnesses and deaths that proper drug use could have averted?
How can the nation gain control over its escalating drug budget without resorting to rationing or
draconian governmental controls? Using clinical case histories taken from his own work as a
practitioner, researcher, and advocate, Dr. Avorn demonstrates the impressive power of the
well-conceived prescription as well as the debacles that can result when medications are misused.
He describes an innovative program that employs the pharmaceutical industry’s own marketing
techniques to reduce use of some of the most overprescribed and overpriced products. Powerful
Medicines offers timely and practical advice on how the nation can improve its drug-approval
process, and how patients can work with doctors to make sure their prescriptions are safe, effective,
and as affordable as possible. This is a passionate and provocative call for action as well as a
compelling work of clear-headed science.

medicine in elizabethan era: Medical Conflicts in Early Modern London Margaret Pelling,




Frances White, 2006-05-06 Physicians have had a major role in framing the middle-class values of
modern western society, especially those relating to the professions. This book questions the bases
of this hegemony, by looking first at the early modern physician's insecurities in terms of status and
gender, and then at the wider world of medicine in London which the College of Physicians sought to
suppress. The College's proceedings against irregular practitioners constitute a case-study in the
regulation of an occupation critical for the well-being of contemporary Londoners. However, the
College was, it is argued, an anomalous body, detached from most other forms of male authority in
the urban context, and its claims lacked social recognition. It used stereotyping to construct an
account designed for higher authority, but at the same time, its regulatory efforts were constantly
undermined by the effects of patronage. The so-called irregular practitioners emerge as extremely
diverse in country of origin, religious belief, and levels of formal education, yet the full analysis
provided here also shows that most were literate, and that a significant number later became
members of the College. Many were London artisans, barber-surgeons and apothecaries who can be
seen as the 'excluded middle' between the two better-known extremes of the physician and the
quack. In suppressing artisan practitioners, the College was also seeking to suppress contractual or
‘citizen' medicine, an alternative system of structuring relations between the active patient and the
practitioner which was fully integrated in contemporary urban custom and practice, but which has
since disappeared. The College's selective account also inadvertently reveals the existence of female
artisans who practised medicine outside the household routinely and for payment. Although
distorted by the College's proximity to the Crown and to élite patrons, the Annals of the College give
access to the rich variety of medical practice in early modern London and to the forms of resistance
and self-presentation with which those outside the College justified, or denied, their identity as
practitioners.

medicine in elizabethan era: The Funny side of physic: or, The Mysteries of medicine
Addison Darre Crabtre, 1872

medicine in elizabethan era: The Making of the United Kingdom and Black Peoples of
the Americas Nigel Kelly, Rosemary Rees, Jane Shuter, 1998 Helping you win the battle for History

medicine in elizabethan era: Civic and Medical Worlds in Early Modern England E.
Decamp, 2016-06-15 Through its rich foray into popular literary culture and medical history, this
book investigates representations of regular and irregular medical practice in early modern
England. Focusing on the prolific figures of the barber, surgeon and barber-surgeon, the author
explores what it meant to the early modern population for a group of practitioners to be associated
with both the trade guilds and an emerging professional medical world. The book uncovers the
differences and cross-pollinations between barbers and surgeons' practices which play out across
the literature: we learn not only about their cultural, civic, medical and occupational histories but
also about how we should interpret patterns in language, name choice, performance, materiality,
acoustics and semiology in the period. The investigations prompt new readings of Shakespeare,
Jonson, Middleton and Beaumont, among others. And with chapters delving into early modern
representations of medical instruments, hairiness, bloodletting procedures, waxy or infected ears,
wart removals and skeletons, readers will find much of the contribution of this book is in its detail,
which brings its subject to life.
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