medical billing and coding wake tech

medical billing and coding wake tech is a specialized program designed to prepare students for
careers in the healthcare administration field. This comprehensive training equips learners with the
essential skills to accurately process medical claims, understand healthcare regulations, and manage
patient billing information. Wake Tech Community College offers a robust curriculum tailored to
meet industry standards, ensuring graduates are well-prepared for certification exams and
employment opportunities. The program emphasizes practical knowledge of coding systems, billing
software, and compliance with healthcare laws. This article explores the details of medical billing
and coding at Wake Tech, including program structure, course content, career prospects, and
certification pathways. Additionally, it highlights the benefits of pursuing this career through Wake
Tech’s accredited and industry-aligned program. Below is a detailed overview of the key aspects of
medical billing and coding education at Wake Tech.
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Overview of Medical Billing and Coding at Wake Tech

Medical billing and coding at Wake Tech is designed to train students in the essential administrative
tasks required in the healthcare industry. The program focuses on the accurate translation of
medical procedures and diagnoses into standardized codes used for billing and insurance purposes.
Wake Tech’s curriculum integrates knowledge of healthcare terminology, anatomy, and coding
systems such as ICD-10, CPT, and HCPCS. Students gain a thorough understanding of the billing
cycle, claim submission, and compliance with healthcare regulations such as HIPAA. The program is
ideal for individuals seeking entry-level positions in hospitals, clinics, insurance companies, and
other healthcare settings.

Program Format and Delivery

Wake Tech offers its medical billing and coding program through flexible formats, including in-
person classes, online learning, and hybrid options. This flexibility allows students to balance their
education with work or personal commitments. The program duration varies depending on whether
students enroll part-time or full-time, typically ranging from one to two years. Wake Tech’s
experienced instructors provide hands-on training using current software and real-world scenarios
to ensure practical skill development.



Admission Requirements

Prospective students interested in medical billing and coding at Wake Tech must meet certain
admission requirements. These generally include a high school diploma or equivalent, basic
computer skills, and proficiency in English. Some courses may require placement tests or
prerequisite classes in anatomy or medical terminology. Wake Tech also provides advising services
to help students understand program expectations and plan their academic path effectively.

Curriculum and Course Structure

The medical billing and coding curriculum at Wake Tech is comprehensive, covering all critical areas
needed for professional competence. The coursework is structured to build foundational knowledge
before advancing to specialized coding and billing techniques. Students learn through lectures,
practical exercises, and case studies that simulate real billing scenarios.

Core Courses

Key courses in the program include:

e Medical Terminology: Understanding the language used in healthcare documentation.

e Anatomy and Physiology: Basic knowledge of the human body necessary for accurate coding.

ICD-10-CM Coding: Learning diagnosis coding standards.

CPT and HCPCS Coding: Understanding procedure and service coding.

Medical Billing and Reimbursement: Techniques for claim processing and payment.

Healthcare Law and Ethics: Compliance with legal and ethical standards.

e Health Information Systems: Training on software used for billing and record-keeping.

Practical Training and Software Use

Wake Tech emphasizes practical application by incorporating training on industry-standard billing
and coding software. Students gain experience entering data, managing electronic health records,
and submitting claims. This hands-on approach prepares graduates to adapt quickly to workplace
technologies.

Certification and Exam Preparation

Obtaining certification is a critical step for medical billing and coding professionals. Wake Tech’s
program is aligned with the requirements of leading certification bodies such as the American



Academy of Professional Coders (AAPC) and the American Health Information Management
Association (AHIMA). The curriculum is designed to cover the content areas tested in certification
exams like the Certified Professional Coder (CPC) and Certified Coding Associate (CCA).

Certification Benefits

Certification validates a professional’s expertise and enhances employment prospects. It
demonstrates a commitment to maintaining industry standards and ongoing education. Many
employers prefer or require certified medical billers and coders, making certification a valuable
asset.

Exam Preparation Resources

Wake Tech provides students with exam preparation resources, including practice tests, study
guides, and review sessions. Instructors offer guidance on test-taking strategies and content review
to boost confidence and readiness. These resources help students successfully pass certification
exams and launch their careers.

Career Opportunities and Job Outlook

Graduates of the medical billing and coding program at Wake Tech are well-positioned to enter a
growing job market. The demand for skilled billing and coding professionals continues to rise due to
healthcare industry expansion and increased regulatory requirements. The Bureau of Labor
Statistics projects steady employment growth for these roles over the next decade.

Potential Job Roles

Career options for graduates include:

Medical Biller

Medical Coder

Health Information Technician

Billing Specialist
¢ Claims Analyst

e Revenue Cycle Specialist



Work Environments

Medical billing and coding professionals find employment in diverse healthcare settings such as
hospitals, outpatient care centers, physician offices, insurance companies, and government agencies.
The role may also offer opportunities for remote work, providing additional flexibility.

Benefits of Choosing Wake Tech for Medical Billing
and Coding

Wake Tech Community College offers several advantages for students pursuing medical billing and
coding careers. The program’s accreditation ensures quality education aligned with industry
standards. Wake Tech’s faculty comprises experienced professionals dedicated to student success.
The college also provides career services, including job placement assistance and networking
opportunities.

Affordable Education and Support Services

Wake Tech is known for its affordable tuition rates compared to four-year institutions, making it an
accessible option for many learners. Additionally, students benefit from tutoring, academic advising,
and technical support throughout their studies. These resources enhance the learning experience
and support timely program completion.

Industry Connections and Internship Opportunities

The college maintains relationships with local healthcare providers and employers, facilitating
internship placements and job connections for students. These partnerships allow students to gain
real-world experience and build professional networks prior to graduation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What programs does Wake Tech offer for medical billing and
coding?

Wake Tech offers a Medical Billing and Coding Certificate program that prepares students with the
necessary skills to enter the healthcare administration field.

How long does it take to complete the medical billing and
coding program at Wake Tech?

The Medical Billing and Coding Certificate program at Wake Tech typically takes about one year to
complete, depending on course load and scheduling.



Are Wake Tech’s medical billing and coding courses
accredited?

Yes, Wake Tech’s medical billing and coding courses are accredited and align with industry
standards to prepare students for certification exams like the CPC (Certified Professional Coder).

What career opportunities are available after completing
medical billing and coding at Wake Tech?

Graduates can pursue careers as medical billers, coding specialists, health information technicians,
or medical records coders in hospitals, clinics, insurance companies, and other healthcare settings.

Does Wake Tech provide job placement assistance for medical
billing and coding graduates?

Wake Tech offers career services, including job placement assistance, resume building, and
interview preparation to help medical billing and coding graduates find employment.

Additional Resources

1. Medical Billing and Coding Fundamentals: Wake Tech Edition

This comprehensive guide offers an introduction to medical billing and coding principles tailored for
Wake Technical Community College students. It covers essential topics such as ICD-10, CPT coding
systems, and billing procedures. The book includes practical examples and exercises to reinforce
learning and prepare students for certification exams.

2. ICD-10-CM and CPT Coding Workbook for Wake Tech Students

Designed specifically for Wake Tech learners, this workbook provides hands-on practice with
ICD-10-CM and CPT coding. It includes real-world scenarios and case studies to help students
develop proficiency in assigning accurate codes. The exercises support mastery of coding guidelines
critical for medical billing professionals.

3. Medical Billing Software and Electronic Health Records: A Wake Tech Guide

This book explores the integration of medical billing software and electronic health records (EHR)
from a Wake Tech perspective. It discusses the latest technologies used in healthcare administration
and how to efficiently manage patient data and billing processes. Students gain insights into
software applications that streamline revenue cycle management.

4. Healthcare Reimbursement Methods and Compliance at Wake Tech

Focused on reimbursement methodologies, this text explains various payment models including
Medicare, Medicaid, and private insurance. It emphasizes compliance and regulatory requirements
essential for accurate billing. Wake Tech students will find clear explanations of claims processing
and denial management strategies.

5. Professional Communication for Medical Billers and Coders: Wake Tech Curriculum

Effective communication is vital in medical billing and coding. This book presents communication
skills tailored for healthcare settings, including patient interactions, insurance correspondence, and
teamwork with medical staff. It includes exercises to enhance written and verbal communication



competency for Wake Tech students.

6. Medical Terminology for Billing and Coding: Wake Tech Learning Series

A solid understanding of medical terminology is crucial in coding accuracy. This book provides Wake
Tech students with a detailed overview of medical terms related to anatomy, diseases, and
procedures. It uses mnemonic devices and quizzes to aid retention and ensure precise coding
practices.

7. Ethics and Legal Issues in Medical Billing: Wake Tech Perspectives

This book addresses the ethical and legal considerations in the medical billing and coding
profession. Topics include patient confidentiality under HIPAA, fraud prevention, and professional
responsibility. Wake Tech students will learn best practices to maintain integrity and compliance in
their careers.

8. Revenue Cycle Management: Concepts and Practices at Wake Tech

Covering the entire revenue cycle from patient registration to final payment, this text is tailored for
Wake Tech medical billing students. It explains the roles of different stakeholders and highlights
strategies for optimizing cash flow. Case studies illustrate common challenges and solutions in
revenue cycle management.

9. Certification Exam Review: Medical Billing and Coding for Wake Tech Students

This review book is designed to help Wake Tech students prepare for nationally recognized
certification exams such as the CPC and CCA. It includes practice questions, test-taking strategies,
and content summaries aligned with exam objectives. The book helps build confidence and improve
test performance.
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