media and technology definition

media and technology definition encompasses the understanding of how various
platforms, tools, and systems are utilized to create, distribute, and consume
information and content. This term bridges the gap between traditional
communication mediums and the advanced technological innovations that drive
modern media. The evolution of media and technology has transformed the way
people interact, access news, entertain themselves, and conduct business.
Understanding this definition involves exploring the components, functions,
and impacts of media and technology in contemporary society. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the term, its historical context, key
elements, and the role it plays across different sectors. Additionally, it
outlines the challenges and future trends associated with media and
technology, offering a well-rounded perspective for readers seeking clarity
on the subject.
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Understanding Media and Technology Definition

The media and technology definition involves recognizing the integration of
communication channels and technological tools that facilitate the creation,
delivery, and reception of information. Media refers to the various platforms
such as television, radio, newspapers, and digital networks through which
content is disseminated. Technology, on the other hand, comprises the
devices, software, and infrastructure enabling these media platforms to
function effectively. Together, media and technology form an interconnected
system that supports information exchange on a local and global scale. This
combined definition highlights the dynamic nature of communication and the
role of technological advancements in shaping media experiences.

Key Components of Media and Technology

To fully grasp the media and technology definition, it is essential to
identify its primary components. These include:



Content Creation: The process of producing information, entertainment,
or educational material.

Distribution Channels: Platforms and networks that transmit media
content to audiences.

Technological Tools: Hardware and software that facilitate media
production and dissemination.

Audience Engagement: Interaction between media producers and consumers
enabled by technology.

The Evolution of Media and Technology

The development of media and technology has undergone significant
transformations over centuries, from oral traditions to the digital age.
Understanding this evolution is crucial in contextualizing the media and
technology definition in modern times.

Historical Milestones in Media and Technology

The progression of media and technology can be traced through various key
milestones that illustrate technological innovations and their influence on
communication:

1. Printing Press: Revolutionized information dissemination by enabling
mass production of written content.

2. Telegraph and Telephone: Introduced real-time long-distance
communication.

3. Radio and Television: Expanded media reach by broadcasting audio and
visual content to widespread audiences.

4. Internet and Mobile Technology: Created interactive and instantaneous
global communication networks.

Digital Transformation and Media Convergence

The rise of digital technology has blurred the boundaries between different
types of media, leading to media convergence. This phenomenon refers to the
merging of traditional media with digital platforms, facilitated by
advancements in information technology. It has reshaped how media content is
produced, shared, and consumed, making the media and technology definition



more complex and multifaceted in the 21st century.

Types of Media and Technology

Media and technology encompass a broad range of formats and tools that serve
various functions in communication and information exchange. Classifying
these types helps clarify the media and technology definition.

Traditional Media

Traditional media includes conventional communication channels that existed
before the digital revolution. These forms continue to play a significant
role despite the rise of new technologies.

e Print Media: Newspapers, magazines, and books.
e Broadcast Media: Television and radio.

e Film and Cinema: Motion picture production and distribution.

Digital Media and Technologies

Digital media refers to content that is created, distributed, and accessed
through digital devices and platforms. This category has expanded rapidly
with technological advances.

e Internet-Based Media: Websites, blogs, social media platforms, and
streaming services.

* Mobile Technologies: Smartphones, tablets, and mobile applications.

e Emerging Technologies: Virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR),
artificial intelligence (AI), and blockchain in media.

Impact of Media and Technology on Society

The media and technology definition extends beyond technical aspects to
include their profound social, cultural, and economic impacts. These
influences shape public opinion, culture, and everyday life.



Communication and Information Access

Media and technology have revolutionized communication by increasing the
speed and accessibility of information. They enable global connectivity and
democratize information sharing, making news and knowledge more available to
diverse audiences worldwide.

Economic and Educational Effects

The integration of media and technology has transformed industries and
education systems. Economically, it has created new markets and job
opportunities in digital content creation, IT, and telecommunications.
Educationally, technology-enhanced media facilitates innovative learning
methods and remote education.

Social and Cultural Influence

Media and technology shape cultural norms and social behaviors by influencing
public discourse and cultural production. They enable communities to form
around shared interests and foster social movements through enhanced
communication tools.

Challenges and Future Trends in Media and
Technology

While media and technology offer numerous benefits, they also present
challenges that need to be addressed to optimize their positive impact.

Challenges Facing Media and Technology

Key issues include:

e Privacy Concerns: The collection and use of personal data raise ethical
and security questions.

e Information Overload: The vast volume of content can overwhelm users and
contribute to misinformation.

e Digital Divide: Unequal access to technology limits media participation
for certain populations.

e Regulatory and Ethical Issues: Navigating censorship, intellectual
property, and content moderation.



Emerging Trends Shaping the Future

The future of media and technology is driven by continuous innovation and
changing user behaviors. Notable trends include:

e Artificial Intelligence Integration: Enhancing content personalization,
automation, and media analytics.

e Immersive Media Experiences: Growth in VR and AR applications for
entertainment and education.

¢ 5G and Connectivity Improvements: Faster and more reliable internet
access enabling real-time media streaming and interaction.

e Blockchain for Media Rights Management: Improving transparency and
security in content distribution.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of media in the context of
technology?

In the context of technology, media refers to the various channels and
platforms used to store, transmit, and receive information, such as digital
content, social networks, broadcast systems, and publishing tools.

How is technology defined in relation to media?

Technology, in relation to media, is defined as the tools, systems, and
devices that enable the creation, distribution, and consumption of media
content, including the internet, smartphones, computers, and software
applications.

What role does digital media play in modern
technology?

Digital media plays a central role in modern technology by providing
interactive, accessible, and instantaneous ways to communicate, share
information, and entertain, leveraging technologies like streaming, social
media platforms, and cloud computing.

How have media and technology evolved together?

Media and technology have evolved together through continuous innovation,
with technological advancements enabling new forms of media consumption and



production, such as from print to radio, television, and now digital and
social media.

Why is understanding the definition of media and
technology important today?

Understanding the definition of media and technology is important today
because it helps individuals and organizations navigate the digital landscape
effectively, make informed decisions, and adapt to rapid changes in
communication and information dissemination.

What impact does emerging technology have on media
definition?

Emerging technology expands the definition of media by introducing new
formats and platforms for content delivery, such as virtual reality,
augmented reality, and artificial intelligence, which transform how audiences
engage with media.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man

Marshall McLuhan's seminal work explores how different forms of media shape
human perception and society. He introduces the concept of "the medium is the
message, " emphasizing that the form of a medium embeds itself in the message
it transmits. This book is foundational in media studies and technology's
impact on culture.

2. The Innovators: How a Group of Hackers, Geniuses, and Geeks Created the
Digital Revolution

Walter Isaacson chronicles the history of technological innovation, focusing
on the pioneers who developed computers, the internet, and digital media. The
book highlights collaboration and creativity as key drivers behind the
digital age. It provides insightful context on how media technology evolved
through visionary minds.

3. Media Technology and Society: A History From the Telegraph to the Internet
Brian Winston offers a comprehensive historical overview of media
technologies and their societal impact. Covering inventions from the
telegraph to the internet, this book illustrates how each advancement
transformed communication and social structures. It is essential for
understanding the evolution of media in technological contexts.

4. Reinventing Media: The Technology of Communication

John V. Pavlik examines how emerging technologies are reshaping the media
landscape. The book discusses digital convergence, multimedia, and the future
directions of media industries. It balances theory and practical
implications, making it valuable for students and professionals in media



technology.

5. Digital Media: A Short History

Lev Manovich provides a concise yet thorough history of digital media,
analyzing its origins and development. The book explores the relationship
between digital technologies and traditional media forms. It also delves into
how digital media influence culture, art, and communication.

6. Technopoly: The Surrender of Culture to Technology

Neil Postman critiques society's overreliance on technology, especially media
technology, and its effects on culture and human values. He argues that
technological progress often comes with unintended consequences that can
undermine social cohesion. This thought-provoking book challenges readers to
rethink the place of technology in modern life.

7. Media, Technology, and Society: Theories of Media Evolution

David Crowley and Paul Heyer explore various theoretical frameworks to
understand the evolution of media technologies. The book discusses how media
technologies influence social change and vice versa. It is an academic
resource that bridges technological developments with media theory.

8. The Shallows: What the Internet Is Doing to Our Brains

Nicholas Carr investigates the cognitive effects of the internet and digital
media on attention, memory, and thinking. The book provides a critical
perspective on how new media technologies shape human behavior and
intellectual capacity. It is a compelling read for those interested in the
psychological dimensions of media technology.

9. Media Technologies: Essays on Communication, Materiality, and Society
Edited by Tarleton Gillespie, Pablo J. Boczkowski, and Kirsten A. Foot, this
collection of essays examines the material aspects of media technologies and
their societal implications. The contributors analyze how media technologies
are designed, used, and understood in different contexts. The book offers
diverse perspectives on the intersection of media, technology, and culture.
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concept of domestication, critically reflect on its theoretical legacy, and offer comments about
further development. The first part of Domestication of Media and Technology provides an overview
of the conceptual development and theory of domestication. In the second part of the book,
contributors look at a diverse range of empirical studies that use the domestication approach to
examine the dynamics between users and technologies. These studies include: Mobile information
and communications techologies (ICTs) and the transformation of the relationship between private
and the public spheres Home-based internet use: the two-way dynamic between the household and
its social environment Disadvantaged women in Europe undertaking introductory internet courses
Urban middle-class families in China who embrace ICTs and view them as instruments of upward
mobility and symbols of success The book offers valuable insights for both experienced researchers
and students looking for an introduction to the concept of domestication. Contributors: Maria
Bakardjieva, University of Calgary; Thomas Berker, Norwegian University of Science and
Technology; Leslie Haddon, Essex University; Maren Hartmann, University of Erfurt; Deirdre Hynes,
Dublin City University; Sun Sun Lim, National University of Singapore; Anna Maria Russo Lemor,
University of Colorado at Boulder; David Morley, Goldsmiths College, University of London; Jo
Pierson, TNO-STB, Delft, Netherlands; Yves Punie, Institute for Prospective Technological Studies
(IPTS) in Seville; Els Rommes, Nijmegen University; Roger Silverstone, London School of Economics
and Political Science; Knut H. Sgrensen, Norwegian University of Science and Technology; Katie ].
Ward, University of Sheffield.

media and technology definition: Technology, Media Literacy, and the Human Subject
Richard S. Lewis, 2021-06-03 Media literacy is often focused on evaluating the message rather than
reflecting on the medium. Bringing together postphenomenology, media ecology, posthumanism,
and complexity theory, Richard Lewis’s book offers a method for such a reflection and shows how
our everyday media environments constitute us as (post)human subjects: one that is becoming and
constitutes through relations - also with our media technologies. An original interdisciplinary effort -
including for example the term 'intrasubjective mediation' - and a must-read book for everyone
interested in how we become with and through technologies. Prof Mark Coeckelbergh, University of
Vienna Technology, Media Literacy, and the Human Subject is a clearly and concisely written book
that employs a fruitful transdisciplinary approach. It at once offers an excellent grounding in the
literature, whilst simultaneously developing a useful tool for students to reflect deeply and critically
upon their own engagement with media. Thoroughly recommended. Alexander Thomas, University of
East London What does it mean to be media literate in today’s world? How are we transformed by
the many media infrastructures around us? We are immersed in a world mediated by information
and communication technologies (ICTs). From hardware like smartphones, smartwatches, and home
assistants to software like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and Snapchat, our lives have become a
complex, interconnected network of relations. Scholarship on media literacy has tended to focus on
developing the skills to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media messages without considering or
weighing the impact of the technological medium—how it enables and constrains both messages and
media users. Additionally, there is often little attention paid to the broader context of interrelations
which affect our engagement with media technologies. This book addresses these issues by
providing a transdisciplinary method that allows for both practical and theoretical analyses of media
investigations. Informed by postphenomenology, media ecology, philosophical posthumanism, and
complexity theory the author proposes both a framework and a pragmatic instrument for
understanding the multiplicity of relations that all contribute to how we affect—and are affected
by—our relations with media technology. The author argues persuasively that the increased
awareness provided by this posthuman approach affords us a greater chance for reclaiming some of
our agency and provides a sound foundation upon which we can then judge our media relations. This
book will be an indispensable tool for educators in media literacy and media studies, as well as
academics in philosophy of technology, media and communication studies, and the post-humanities.

media and technology definition: Instructional Media and Technology Phillip J. Sleeman,
D. M. Rockwell, 1976 USA. Compilation of articles comprising a reference book on the



implementation of unified educational technology programmes - examines planning, design and
management of multi-media educational facilities, covers curriculum development, tele-education,
audiovisual aids, field testing and evaluation, programmed instruction, the role of the teacher, etc.,
and includes a selected bibliography of material published between 1965 and 1974. References.

media and technology definition: Handbook of New Media Leah A Lievrouw, Sonia M.
Livingstone, 2006-01-17 Thoroughly revised and updated, this Student Edition of the successful
Handbook of New Media has been abridged to showcase the best of the hardback edition. This
Handbook sets out boundaries of new media research and scholarship and provides a definitive
statement of the current state-of-the-art of the field. Covering major problem areas of research, the
Handbook of New Media includes an introductory essay by the editors and a concluding essay by
Ron Rice. Each chapter, written by an internationally renowned scholar, provides a review of the
most significant social research findings and insights.

media and technology definition: Media Technologies Tarleton Gillespie, Pablo J. Boczkowski,
Kirsten A. Foot, 2014-01-24 Scholars from communication and media studies join those from science
and technology studies to examine media technologies as complex, sociomaterial phenomena. In
recent years, scholarship around media technologies has finally shed the assumption that these
technologies are separate from and powerfully determining of social life, looking at them instead as
produced by and embedded in distinct social, cultural, and political practices. Communication and
media scholars have increasingly taken theoretical perspectives originating in science and
technology studies (STS), while some STS scholars interested in information technologies have
linked their research to media studies inquiries into the symbolic dimensions of these tools. In this
volume, scholars from both fields come together to advance this view of media technologies as
complex sociomaterial phenomena. The contributors first address the relationship between
materiality and mediation, considering such topics as the lived realities of network infrastructure.
The contributors then highlight media technologies as always in motion, held together through the
minute, unobserved work of many, including efforts to keep these technologies alive. Contributors
Pablo J. Boczkowski, Geoffrey C. Bowker, Finn Brunton, Gabriella Coleman, Gregory ]J. Downey,
Kirsten A. Foot, Tarleton Gillespie, Steven ]. Jackson, Christopher M. Kelty, Leah A. Lievrouw, Sonia
Livingstone, Ignacio Siles, Jonathan Sterne, Lucy Suchman, Fred Turner

media and technology definition: Integration of Cloud Technologies in Digitally
Networked Classrooms and Learning Communities Gurung, Binod, Limbu, Marohang,
2016-11-22 The application of emerging technology in educational settings has proven to
significantly enhance students’ experiences. These tools provide better learning opportunities and
engagement between students and instructors. Integration of Cloud Technologies in Digitally
Networked Classrooms and Learning Communities is a pivotal reference source for the latest
scholarly research on the implementation of cloud pedagogies and innovations in classroom
environments. Highlighting concepts related to learning engagement, curriculum design, and
theoretical perspectives, this book is ideally designed for researchers, practitioners, professionals,
and students interested in the use of cloud technology in digital classrooms.

media and technology definition: Educational Media and Technology Yearbook, 1987 Elwood
E. Miller, Mary Louise Mosley, 1987

media and technology definition: Handbook of Research on Digital Media and Creative
Technologies Harrison, Dew, 2015-03-31 Emerging technologies enable a wide variety of creative
expression, from music and video to innovations in visual art. These aesthetics, when properly
explored, can enable enhanced communication between all kinds of people and cultures. The
Handbook of Research on Digital Media and Creative Technologies considers the latest research in
education, communication, and creative social expression using digital technologies. By exploring
advances in art and culture across national and sociological borders, this handbook serves to provide
artists, theorists, information communication specialists, and researchers with the tools they need to
effectively disseminate their ideas across the digital plane.

media and technology definition: The Oxford Handbook of Media, Technology, and



Organization Studies Timon Beyes, Robin Holt, Claus Pias, 2019-12-17 Our most basic relationship
with the world is one of technological mediation. Nowadays our available tools are digital, and
increasingly what counts in economic, social, and cultural life is what can be digitally stored,
distributed, replayed, augmented, and switched. Yet the digital remains very much materially
configured, and though it now permeates nearly all human life it has not eclipsed all older
technologies. This Handbook is grounded in an understanding that our technologically mediated
condition is a condition of organization. It maps and theorizes the largely unchartered territory of
media, technology, and organization studies. Written by scholars of organization and theorists of
media and technology, the chapters focus on specific, and specifically mediating, objects that shape
the practices, processes, and effects of organization. It is in this spirit that each chapter focuses on a
specific technological object, such as the Battery, Clock, High Heels, Container, or Smartphone,
asking the question, how does this object or process organize? In staying with the object the
chapters remain committed to the everyday, empirical world, rather than being confined to
established disciplinary concerns and theoretical developments. As the first sustained and
systematic interrogation of the relation between technologies, media, and organization, this
Handbook consolidates, deepens, and further develops the empirics and concepts required to make
sense of the material forces of organization.

media and technology definition: Remapping the Rhetorical Situation in Networked
Culture Ramesh Pokharel, 2021-06-02 With the advent of new media and technology, the notion of
the rhetorical situation has changed, and there is now the exigence of a new theory of the rhetorical
situation that better incorporates such new notions. By bringing together critical theory of
technology and theory of critical geography, along with rhetoric and language theory, this book
proposes a new theory on the rhetorical situation that has more explanatory power, and accounts
for, frames, critiques, and analyses the fundamental assumptions and beliefs on the rhetorical
situation. This theory conceives the constituents of the rhetorical situations as indiscrete and
non-linear entities. The book offers an innovative way to study the rhetorical situation in a new light
that will broaden the research scope of rhetoric.

media and technology definition: A Guide to Sources in Educational Media and Technology
Dorothy T. Taggart, 1975 Annotated bibliography of reference books, bibliographys and research
materials on audiovisual aids and educational technology in the USA - includes a list of periodicals
and a directory of publishers, etc.

media and technology definition: Communication Theory David Holmes, 2005-04-23 "This is
a very clear and concise summary of media studies, present and future. There is no other book that
can both be used as a teaching tool and can help scholars organize their thinking about new media
as this book can' - Steve Jones, University of Chicago This book offers an introduction to
communication theory that is appropriate to our post-broadcast, interactive, media environment. The
author contrasts the " first media age' of broadcast with the “second media age' of interactivity.
Communication Theory argues that the different kinds of communication dynamics found in
cyberspace demand a reassessment of the methodologies used to explore media, as well as new
understandings of the concepts of interaction and community (virtual communities and broadcast
communities). The media are examined not simply in terms of content, but also in terms of medium
and network forms. Holmes also explores the differences between analogue and digital cultures, and
between cyberspace and virtual reality. The book serves both as an upper level textbook for New
Media courses and a good general guide to understanding the sociological complexities of the
modern communications environment.

media and technology definition: Educational Media and Technology Yearbook , 1992

media and technology definition: Education Media and Technology Yearbook, 1994
Donald P. Ely, Barbara B. Minor, 1994-10

media and technology definition: New Media, Knowledge Practices and Multiliteracies Will
W.K. Ma, Allan H.K. Yuen, Jae Park, Wilfred W.F. Lau, Liping Deng, 2014-10-21 This volume
highlights key aspects of new media, knowledge practices and multiliteracies in communication and



education, providing readers with a range of empirical findings, novel theories and applications. The
reports also include best practices, case studies, innovative solutions and lessons learned with
regard to three core fields: (1) New media: discussions on the effects of traditional and new media,
legal risks concerning social media, the effects of media intervention on help-seeking attitudes,
obstacles of using tablets for learning, qualitative interpretation of media reporting, use of social
media for enhancing design practices, and news-reading habits; (2) Knowledge practices:
exploration of online viewing and lifestyles, reform of school management models, undergraduate
students’ mathematics learning experiences, perceived accounting ethics and online knowledge
sharing, creating knowledge repositories, digital technologies outside school, smartphone usage and
life satisfaction, and cultural differences and isomerism; and (3) Multiliteracies: studies on learning
style inventories, the impact of ICT in interdisciplinary approaches, ePortfolios for learning, video
production and generic skills enhancement, mobile-assisted collaborative learning, and the effects of
project-based learning on student achievements. The reports presented are from various countries
and organizations.

media and technology definition: Media Innovations AR and VR Elle Langer, 2023-01-23
Augmented and virtual reality are media innovations with specific characteristics. They create
immersion in the user, as the user is immersed in the medium and its 360° environment. To
successfully develop content and applications for AR and VR, psychological effects, the specifics of
the 360° environment, the story, and the way the media is used must be aligned with the needs and
experiences of the user. Content producers face novel challenges in content development, method
selection, teamwork, and the overall production process of AR and VR experiences. The book
introduces readers to the characteristics of immersive media and provides scientific evidence and
practical tips to help them produce high-quality, user-centric content for immersive media. The
scientifically derived success factors in the form of checklists are a guide and an ideal basis for
standardizing the production process and further developing one's own projects. This book is a
translation of the original German 1st edition Medieninnovationen AR und VR by Elle Langer,
published by Springer-Verlag GmbH Germany, part of Springer Nature in 2020. The translation was
done with the help of artificial intelligence (machine translation by the service DeepL.com). A
subsequent human revision was done primarily in terms of content, so that the book will read
stylistically differently from a conventional translation. Springer Nature works continuously to
further the development of tools for the production of books and on the related technologies to
support the authors.

media and technology definition: Digital Sociology Noortje Marres, 2017-05-11 This
provocative new introduction to the field of digital sociology offers a critical overview of
interdisciplinary debates about new ways of knowing society that are emerging today at the
interface of computing, media, social research and social life. Digital Sociology introduces key
concepts, methods and understandings that currently inform the development of specifically digital
forms of social enquiry. Marres assesses the relevance and usefulness of digital methods, data and
techniques for the study of sociological phenomena and evaluates the major claim that computation
makes possible a new ‘science of society’. As Marres argues, the digital does much more than inspire
innovation in social research: it forces us to engage anew with fundamental sociological questions.
We must learn to appreciate that the digital has the capacity to throw into crisis existing knowledge
frameworks and is likely to reconfigure wider relations. This timely engagement with a key
transformation of our age will be indispensable reading for undergraduate and graduate students
taking courses in digital sociology, digital media, computing and society.

media and technology definition: Media, Technology and Society Brian Winston,
2002-09-11 Challenging the popular myth of a present-day 'information revolution', Media
Technology and Society is essential reading for anyone interested in the social impact of
technological change. Winston argues that the development of new media forms, from the telegraph
and the telephone to computers, satellite and virtual reality, is the product of a constant play-off
between social necessity and suppression: the unwritten law by which new technologies are



introduced into society only insofar as their disruptive potential is limited.

media and technology definition: De Gruyter Handbook of Media Technology and Innovation
Richard A. Gershon, 2025-01-27 The De Gruyter Handbook of Media Technology and Innovation
brings together scholars from around the world to provide key insights on emerging technology
trends and issues related to the fields of media management, information technology, product design
planning and digital lifestyle. This handbook is about the power of good ideas. It’s about those
business enterprises, government planners, educators and entrepreneurs that have harnessed the
power of good ideas to become real difference makers in the world we live in. Keeping pace with fast
paced technology change requires ongoing assessment and reassessment of the media management
and technology fields to address important questions and emerging issues. A major premise of this
book is that given the complex and ever-changing state of media technology - we have a
responsibility and obligation to engage in a broader interdisciplinary dialogue whose purpose is to
understand the current and future state of media technology and innovation as well as to appreciate
the social impact that such technologies have on business, education and the general public.
Forecasting the future, as any weatherperson or stock broker can tell you, is a risky business. But in
this book we use the phrase the creative next step as a way to talk about the future and what we can
expect in terms of the opportunities and challenges going forward.

media and technology definition: Active Media Technology Ning Zhong, Vic Callaghan, Ali
A. Ghorbani, Bin Hu, 2011-08-19 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 7th
International Conference on Active Media Technology, AMT 2011, held in Lanzhou, China, in
September 2011. The 30 revised full papers and 6 keynote talks were carefully reviewed and
selected for inclusion in the book. They are grouped in topcial sections on data mining and pattern
analysis in active media; active human-Web interaction and social media; active Web intelligence
applications; active multi-agent and network systems; as well as technology intelligence.
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