mechanical license for cover song cost

mechanical license for cover song cost is a crucial consideration for artists, musicians, and
producers who wish to legally record and distribute cover versions of copyrighted songs.
Understanding the expenses involved in obtaining a mechanical license can help ensure compliance
with copyright law while managing budget constraints. This article delves into the factors influencing
mechanical license costs, the licensing process, and alternatives for securing permission to cover a
song. Additionally, it explains the role of licensing agencies and the legal implications of using
copyrighted material without proper authorization. By exploring these aspects, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how mechanical license costs are determined and what to expect
during the licensing procedure.
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What Is a Mechanical License?

A mechanical license is a legal authorization that allows an individual or entity to reproduce and
distribute a copyrighted musical composition in audio form. This license is essential when recording
cover songs, as it ensures that the original songwriters and copyright holders receive royalties for the
use of their work. Mechanical licenses cover various formats, including physical CDs, vinyl records,
digital downloads, and streaming services. Without obtaining this license, distributing a cover song
could result in copyright infringement claims and legal penalties.

Purpose and Scope of Mechanical Licenses

The primary purpose of a mechanical license is to grant permission to reproduce and distribute a
musical composition, not the sound recording itself. This distinction is important because the original
recording is typically owned by a record label or artist, while the composition rights belong to the
songwriters and publishers. Mechanical licenses allow cover artists to legally release their versions of
songs by paying the appropriate royalties to copyright holders. These licenses apply to both
commercial and non-commercial releases, provided the distribution method is covered under the
license terms.



Legal Framework Governing Mechanical Licenses

In the United States, mechanical licenses are governed by federal copyright law, specifically under the
compulsory license provision. This provision allows anyone to cover a song after it has been publicly
released, but they must obtain a mechanical license and pay statutory royalties to the copyright
owner. The Copyright Act establishes the royalty rates and terms for these licenses, which are subject
to periodic adjustments. This legal framework ensures fair compensation for songwriters while
enabling artists to create cover versions legally.

Factors Affecting Mechanical License for Cover Song
Cost

The cost of a mechanical license for a cover song varies based on several factors. Understanding
these elements can help artists estimate expenses and plan accordingly. Some key factors influencing
mechanical license costs include royalty rates, distribution methods, the number of copies produced,
and the licensing agency involved.

Royalty Rates and Statutory Fees

Royalty rates are the primary component of mechanical license costs. In the United States, the
statutory mechanical royalty rate is set by the Copyright Royalty Board and is typically paid per copy
of the song reproduced and distributed. As of recent adjustments, the rate is approximately 9.1 cents
per physical or digital copy for songs lasting up to five minutes, with slightly higher rates for longer
songs. These rates apply to each individual copy produced or downloaded, making the total cost
proportional to the volume of distribution.

Distribution Format and Quantity

The format in which the cover song is distributed impacts the mechanical license cost. Physical
formats such as CDs and vinyl require royalty payments for each unit manufactured, while digital
downloads and streams involve different royalty structures. For digital streaming, mechanical
royalties are often bundled with performance royalties and managed through different licensing
agreements. The quantity of copies produced or distributed also directly affects the overall cost, with
higher volumes leading to increased royalty payments.

Licensing Agency Fees and Administrative Costs

Obtaining a mechanical license often involves working with licensing agencies or rights organizations.
These entities facilitate the licensing process and collect royalties on behalf of copyright holders.
Some agencies charge administrative fees or service charges on top of the statutory royalty rates,
which can increase the mechanical license cost. Examples of such organizations include the Harry Fox
Agency and Music Reports, which handle mechanical licensing in the United States.



How to Obtain a Mechanical License

Securing a mechanical license for a cover song involves several steps that ensure legal compliance
and proper royalty payments. The process typically includes identifying the copyright holder, applying
for the license, and paying the required fees. Understanding this procedure is essential for artists who
want to legally release cover songs.

Identifying the Copyright Holder

The first step in obtaining a mechanical license is to determine who owns the copyright to the musical
composition. This information can often be found through performing rights organizations (PROs) such
as ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC, or by consulting licensing agencies. Correctly identifying the copyright

holder is crucial to securing the appropriate license and ensuring that royalties are paid to the rightful

party.

Applying for the License and Paying Fees

Once the copyright holder is identified, the next step is to apply for a mechanical license. This
application can be submitted through licensing agencies or directly to the copyright holder or
publisher. The applicant must provide details about the cover song, including the number of copies
intended for distribution and the format. After approval, payment of the mechanical royalties and any
administrative fees is required before distribution begins.

Compliance and Reporting

Licensees are usually required to provide regular reports detailing the number of copies produced and
distributed. These reports ensure accurate royalty payments and compliance with licensing terms.
Failure to report or pay royalties correctly can result in legal consequences, including fines and
potential lawsuits.

Typical Cost Breakdown of Mechanical Licenses

Understanding the typical cost components of a mechanical license provides clarity on budgeting for
cover song projects. Costs can vary widely depending on the scope of distribution, but several
common elements contribute to the total expense.

Statutory Royalty Payments

The largest portion of mechanical license costs is the statutory royalty payment, which is calculated
per copy of the cover song distributed. For example, if an artist plans to produce 1,000 CDs, and the
statutory rate is 9.1 cents per song, the royalty payment would be approximately $91. This amount

increases proportionally with the number of copies.



Administrative and Service Fees

Licensing agencies often charge additional fees for processing mechanical licenses. These fees can
range from a flat charge per license to a small percentage of the royalty payment. While these fees
are generally modest, they contribute to the overall cost of licensing a cover song.

Example Cost Scenario

e Number of copies: 500 CDs

e Statutory royalty rate: $0.091 per copy

e Total royalty payment: 500 x $0.091 = $45.50
o Administrative fee: $20 (flat rate)

* Total mechanical license cost: $65.50

This example illustrates how mechanical license costs can be relatively affordable for small-scale
projects but increase with larger distributions.

Alternatives and Additional Considerations

In some cases, artists may explore alternatives to traditional mechanical licenses or need to consider
additional factors related to cover song production and distribution. These considerations can affect
overall costs and legal compliance.

Direct Licensing from Publishers

Instead of obtaining a compulsory mechanical license through agencies, some artists negotiate
directly with music publishers. Direct licensing can sometimes offer more flexible terms, especially for
unique projects or international distributions. This method may involve different cost structures and
negotiation processes.

Performance Rights and Synchronization Licenses

While mechanical licenses cover reproduction and distribution, other licenses may be necessary
depending on usage. For example, public performances of cover songs require performance licenses,
and synchronization licenses are needed if the cover is used in video content. These additional
licenses have their own costs and legal requirements, which should be considered when planning
cover song projects.



International Mechanical Licensing

Mechanical license costs and procedures can vary significantly outside the United States. Different
countries have their own copyright laws and royalty rates. Artists distributing cover songs
internationally must be aware of these variations and may need to obtain separate licenses or work
with international licensing agencies.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a mechanical license for a cover song?

A mechanical license is a legal authorization that allows you to reproduce and distribute a cover
version of a copyrighted song, typically required when you want to record and sell or stream a cover.

How much does a mechanical license for a cover song
typically cost?

The cost of a mechanical license varies, but in the U.S., it is usually set by a statutory rate of 9.1 cents
per copy for songs up to 5 minutes, or 1.75 cents per minute for songs longer than 5 minutes.

Where can | obtain a mechanical license for covering a song?

You can obtain a mechanical license from agencies like the Harry Fox Agency (HFA) in the U.S., or use
platforms like Loudr, Easy Song Licensing, or Sondfile to secure the license legally.

Are there any upfront fees besides per-copy costs for
mechanical licenses?

Typically, mechanical licenses charge royalties based on the number of copies distributed rather than
an upfront fee, but some licensing services may charge a processing fee or minimum guarantee.

Do | need a mechanical license for posting a cover song on
YouTube or streaming platforms?

Yes, if you are distributing your cover song for download or sale, a mechanical license is required.
However, platforms like YouTube have blanket licenses and Content ID systems that handle some
licensing aspects automatically, but it's best to secure proper licenses to avoid copyright issues.

Additional Resources

1. Understanding Mechanical Licenses: A Guide for Musicians

This book offers a comprehensive overview of mechanical licenses, focusing on their importance for
musicians who want to create cover songs. It explains the legal requirements, the process of
obtaining licenses, and how to calculate costs involved. The book is ideal for independent artists and
bands looking to navigate the complexities of music licensing.



2. The Economics of Cover Songs: Mechanical License Costs Explained

Delve into the financial aspects of producing cover songs with this detailed examination of
mechanical license fees. The author breaks down how licensing costs are determined, including
statutory rates and negotiated agreements. This book is essential for anyone interested in the
business side of cover song production.

3. Music Licensing 101: Mechanical Rights and Cover Songs

Designed as an introductory guide, this book clarifies the concept of mechanical rights and their
relevance to cover songs. It covers the types of mechanical licenses available and the legal
implications of using copyrighted material. Readers will gain practical knowledge to ensure
compliance when recording and distributing covers.

4. Cover Song Licensing: Navigating Mechanical License Costs

This practical handbook focuses on the procedures for securing mechanical licenses and
understanding associated costs. It includes real-world examples and case studies to illustrate
common challenges and solutions. Musicians and producers will find this resource valuable for
budgeting and legal clearance.

5. The Legal Landscape of Mechanical Licenses for Cover Songs

Explore the evolving legal framework governing mechanical licenses in this in-depth analysis. The
book discusses recent changes in legislation, court rulings, and their impact on licensing fees for
cover songs. Legal professionals and music industry stakeholders will benefit from its thorough
coverage.

6. DIY Music Licensing: How to Obtain Mechanical Licenses for Covers

This step-by-step guide empowers independent artists to handle their own mechanical licensing
needs. It explains where to apply for licenses, how to fill out necessary paperwork, and tips for
minimizing costs. The book is perfect for musicians seeking a hands-on approach to cover song
licensing.

7. Mechanical Royalties and Cover Songs: What Every Artist Should Know

Focusing on the royalty aspects of mechanical licenses, this book details how artists earn and pay
royalties when covering songs. It discusses collection agencies, royalty splits, and reporting
requirements. The information is crucial for artists aiming to maximize their earnings while staying
compliant.

8. From Composition to Cover: Managing Mechanical License Expenses

This book guides readers through the entire lifecycle of a cover song, with emphasis on managing
mechanical license expenses effectively. It highlights budgeting strategies and offers advice on
negotiating better rates. Musicians and managers will find practical tips for cost control in this
resource.

9. The Complete Guide to Mechanical Licensing for Cover Artists

Serving as an all-in-one reference, this book covers every aspect of mechanical licensing for cover
songs. It combines legal, financial, and practical perspectives to provide a holistic understanding.
Both beginners and experienced cover artists will appreciate its thorough and accessible approach.
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mechanical license for cover song cost: Introduction to the Music Industry Catherine
Fitterman Radbill, 2013 Introduction to the Music Industry: An Entrepreneurial Approach is an
introductory textbook that offers a fresh look at one of the fastest-changing businesses int eh world
today. Emphasizing the importance of entrepreneurial thinking for the music industry, this textbook
engages college-level students in learning the fundamentals of the music business while discovering
ways to shape the industry's future. Every chapter explores the inner workings of the music
industry, using creative problem-solving exercises, and inspiring stories of actual music
entrepreneurs. The textbook's companion website provides multimedia content, study guides, and an
instructor's manual with lesson plans and suggestions for assessing students' work.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Secrets of Negotiating a Recording Contract
Moses Avalon, 2010-05-15 Secrets of Negotiating a Record Contract is a Hal Leonard publication.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Business Basics for Musicians Bobby Boryg,
2020-01-07 Today, when artists are empowered to take greater control of their careers and
earnings, the need for musicians to understand the business of music has never been greater. In a
digital age overflowing with confusing and ever-changing information, musicians need trusted
business advice from a veteran artist who can break down the basics in language they understand.
Written by a professional musician for other musicians, Business Basics for Musicians is the
laypersons guide to the music industry. In this must-have manual, music industry veteran Bobby
Borg presents vital info in a conversational tone and an easy-to-scan format regarding five vital
areas that musicians need to succeed: Career Execution, Business Relationships, Pro Teams, Deals
and Dollars, and Future Predictions. Everything from copyrights to record deals, to managers, to
merchandising, to doing it yourself is covered. With pro interviews, anecdotes, and review quizzes,
Business Basics for Musicians is the complete handbook from start to success. Updates for this
edition: Changes in copyright lawsSummary of the Music Modernization ActUpdates on record,
merch, publishing, and live performance deals New trends in sponsorships and partnerships with
product brandsNew interviews with industry professionals, including managers, producers, and
agentsNew stories paralleling current events and industry happeningsUpdated business resources,
industry contacts, and URLs

mechanical license for cover song cost: Music 101 Priest Weems,

mechanical license for cover song cost: The Musician's Business and Legal Guide Mark
Halloran, 2017-03-16 The Musician’s Business and Legal Guide provides vital information to help
demystify the music business and the complex body of law that shapes it. This book answers such
questions as how to protect name and copyright; what is and is not legal about sampling; what are
the legal issues surrounding digital downloads and streaming; what are the jobs of managers, talent
agents and publishers; what are common contractual relationship between independent and major
labels. The new edition includes chapters not covered in depth by other books: social media law, TV
talent shows, YouTube, and international copyright. As in previous editions, the book features
clause-by-clause contract analyses for 360 record deals, music publishing, management, and
producer agreements.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Using Technology to Unlock Musical Creativity
Scott Watson, 2011-07-28 It has never been easier or more fun for students to compose, improvise,
arrange, and produce music than with today's technology. Perfect for pre- or in-service music
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educators, Using Technology to Unlock Musical Creativity offers both a pedagogical framework and
a description of the technology tools for engaging students in creative musical projects.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Monetizing Entertainment Larry Wacholtz,
2016-11-03 Monetizing Entertainment: An Insider's Handbook for Careers in the Entertainment &
Music Industry offers a thorough, guided exploration of the current state of the industry, with an
emphasis on trends in copyright, digital streaming, and practical advice for developing a career as
an artist, technician, or industry executive. This book investigates a variety of topics within the
entertainment and music industry, ranging from traditional and emerging business models to
intellectual property rights to the creative destruction happening currently. The book strategically
outlines the existing gaps that make being successful as an artist a dynamic interaction between
creativity and business. This book includes the following: An overview of the creative destruction
process that has destroyed some of the old business models and created a number of career options.
A look at innovative, entrepreneurial career options. A step-by-step examination for both creative
and business professionals of the administrative and financial structures of the industry. Detailed
analysis of trends and topics shaping the current entertainment and music industry drawn from
insiders' perspectives and other contemporary resources. An accompanying website
(www.routledge.com/cw/wacholtz), hosting case studies, videos, data, infographics, and blog posts
on business models, is the perfect companion to this authoritative resource.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Artist Management for the Music Business Paul
Allen, 2022-03-20 Anyone managing an artist’s career needs to be well versed and have a savvy
understanding of the moving parts of the music business. Learn how and why those moving parts
move, as well as how to manage and navigate a music-based career. Artist Management for the
Music Business gives a comprehensive view of how to generate income through music and how to
strategically plan for future growth. The book is full of valuable practical insights. It includes
interviews and case studies with examples of real-world management issues and outcomes. Updates
to this new edition include a new chapter for independent, self-managing artists, expanded and
updated sections on networking, social media, and streaming, and a basic introduction to data
analytics for the music business. This book gives access to resources about artist management and
the music business at its companion website, www.artistmanagementonline.com.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Music Publishing Ron Sobel, Dick Weissman,
2008-08-18 Music Publishing covers the basics of how a composition is copyrighted, published, and
promoted. Publishing in the music business goes far beyond the physical sheet--it includes live
performance and mechanical (recording) rights, and income streams from licensing deals of various
kinds. A single song can generate over thirty different royalty streams, and a writer must know how
these royalties are calculated and who controls the flow of the money. Taking a practical approach,
the authors -- one a successful music publisher and attorney, the other a songwriter and music
business professor -- explain in simple terms the basic concept of copyright law as it pertains to
compositions. Throughout, they give practical examples from real world situations that illuminate
both potential pitfalls and possible upsides for the working composers.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Entrepreneurship Andrew Zacharakis, Andrew C.
Corbett, William D. Bygrave, 2025-03-18 Guides aspiring entrepreneurs through the process of
starting a new venture in today’s economy Entrepreneurship is an essential resource for both
undergraduate and MBA courses on new venture creation. With a focused “hands-on” learning
approach, this leading textbook integrates contemporary cases, practical examples, and foundational
theory in a single volume. Student-friendly chapters explain each step of the entrepreneurial
process, including idea generation, prototyping, opportunity evaluation, business model
development, team building, marketing, financial forecasting, legal and tax considerations, and
much more. Now in its sixth edition, Entrepreneurship is thoroughly updated to reflect today’s
business environment. Entirely new material on Artificial Intelligence (Al) and digital marketing is
accompanied by new examples and case studies of entrepreneurs facing issues in the real world.
Throughout this edition, the authors provide timely insights on engaging with new ventures as



investors, bankers, accountants, lawyers, vendors, customers, and employees. Delving into the
real-world trials and tribulations of entrepreneurs in the US and around the world,
Entrepreneurship, Sixth Edition, remains the go-to textbook for upper-level undergraduate business,
management, and entrepreneurship majors, MBA students, early-career business professionals, and
general readers wanting to understand what it takes to create a new venture in the modern business
landscape. New to this Edition: Expanded reflecting current approaches and recent developments in
the sphere of entrepreneurship New chapter on digital marketing, including real-world strategies
and challenges New coverage of the role and impact of Al in starting a new venture, especially
around prototyping Updated discussion of the entrepreneurial competitiveness of various nations
Revised material on prototyping new ideas and business models New end-of-chapter cases,
examples, and references Wiley Advantage: Helps students develop an inclusive perspective on how
businesses are born, grow, and succeed or fail Covers all stages of the entrepreneurial process from
pre-startup through harvest, including financing, business planning, and creating realistic financial
forecasts Presents an up-to-date and well-balanced exposition of all concepts and cases Contains
actual cases of entrepreneurs facing the issues discussed in each chapter Provides an “Opportunity
Journal” for students to reflect on the lessons and consider how to apply them to their future careers
Includes sample syllabi, chapter outlines, case lecture notes, an image bank, discussion questions, a
test bank, classroom activities, and other teaching resources

mechanical license for cover song cost: Kohn on Music Licensing, 5th Edition (Plan IL) Kohn,
2019-01-01 Whether you are a music publisher or songwriter looking to maximize the value of your
music catalog, or a producer, ad agency, or internet music service seeking to clear music rights for
products, performances, and other uses, the new Fifth Edition of Kohn On Music Licensing offers
you comprehensive and authoritative guidance. This one-of-a-kind resource takes you through the
various music licensing processes, type-by-type and step-by-step. In clear, coherent language, the
author, a seasoned attorney and executive in both the entertainment and high-tech industries,
provides detailed explanations of the many kinds of music licenses, identifies the critical issues
addressed in each, and offers valuable strategy and guidance to both rights owners and prospective
licensees. Kohn on Music Licensing, Fifth Edition: Walks the reader through the history of the music
publishing business, from Tin Pan Alley to the user-generated content phenomena of the present.
Dissects the songwriter agreement, providing the reader with a clause-by-clause analysis and
offering the best negotiating strategies to achieve the best possible outcome for their clients.
Analyses the newly enacted Music Modernization Act, signed into law in September 2018, which
significantly changed the way music is licensed in sound recordings in the United States. Guides the
reader through the complexities of co-publishing agreements, administration agreements, and
international subpublishing agreements, with a report on the rapidly changing music licensing
landscape in Europe. Takes on the intricacies of licensing music in sound recordings, from the
traditional CD format to the newer delivery methods, including downloads, streams, ringtones and
ringbacks--including the rates and terms used in the U.S., Canada and the United Kingdom.
Confronts the pitfalls of licensing music for audiovisual works (synchronization licenses) using
history as a guide, from the early talkies through streaming internet content. Explores new media
and its impact on the licensing process. Technological developments have forced the industry to
rethink licenses when dealing with video games, computer software, karaoke, and digital print
(including downloadable sheet music, lyric database websites, and digital guitar tabs.. Sizes up the
digital sampling controversy and offers up suggestions for negotiating licenses for digital samples.
Explores the ever-evolving concept of Fair Use and its application to the music industry. Provides
the reader with a look at the landscape of licensing fees, including going rates for synch, print, radio
& TV advertising, new media, and other licenses, to assist in negotiating the best rates for their
clients. Proven tips and suggestions, along with the most up-to-date analysis, are given for the
technical aspects of music licensing, from the perspective of both the rights owners and prospective
licensees, including How to clear a license Advice on maximizing the value of your music copyrights
Formalities of licensing Duration of copyright, renewal and termination of grants Typical fees And



much more Every chapter of Kohn on Music Licensing has been completely updated in this expanded
Fifth Edition. New topics include: The Music Modernization Act, enacted in 2018, which changed the
way music is licensed in sound recordings in the United States. Mechanical license fee regimes,
including rates for ringtones and on-demand streaming for U.S., Canada, and U.K. Webcasting rates
in the U.S., Canada, and U.K. A discussion of the right of publicity in the context of digital sampling.
Print License chapter has an updated discussion on adaptation right as well as examines terms for
digital print, digital guitar tabs, etc. Custom musical arrangements are also covered. Synch License
chapter now covers terms for downloading and streaming of video. Previous Edition: Kohn on Music
Licensing, Fourth Edition, ISBN : 9780735590908

mechanical license for cover song cost: A Cappella Pop Brody McDonald, 2012-05-29 A
Cappella pop singing . . . it's the hottest trend in the nation! Author Brody McDonald's
award-winning ensemble, Eleventh Hour, was the first high school group to appear on NBC's The
Sing-Off, and now you can similarly challenge your top high school and collegiate age singers with
this book! With a foreword by Deke Sharon, topics include forming your ensemble, music selection,
rehearsal techniques, sound reinforcement, vocal percussion, and much more!

mechanical license for cover song cost: The Music Business and Recording Industry Geoffrey
P. Hull, Thomas William Hutchison, Richard Strasser, 2011 A brief but comprehensive examination
of how records are made, marketed, and sold. This new edition takes into account the massive
changes in the recording industry occurring today due to the revolution of music on the web.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Copyright in the Music Industry Hayleigh Bosher,
2021-02-26 This must-have book is a comprehensive yet accessible guide to copyright and related
rights in the music industry, illustrated with relevant cases and real world examples. Key features
include: * An engaging and approachable writing style ¢ A practical orientation for those in the
industry and their advisors ¢ The impact of social media on copyright infringement, management
and remedies * Accessible explanations of key concepts in copyright and related rights, as well as
commonly misunderstood topics such as sampling and fair use.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Unbelievable Film Budgets Ethan Parker, Al,
2025-03-29 Unbelievable Film Budgets explores the crucial role of finance in filmmaking, examining
how budget decisions impact everything from casting to distribution. The book argues that a film's
financial blueprint is a creative constraint, illustrating how resourcefulness can outweigh sheer
monetary investment. Did you know that some films with massive budgets flop, while others on a
shoestring achieve great success? Or that understanding film finance is vital, with the industry
continually evolving from nickelodeons to billion-dollar blockbusters? The book dissects the anatomy
of film budgets, explores the correlation between budget size and success, and examines innovative
financing models for independent filmmakers. Understanding key terms like pre-sales, tax
incentives, and deficit financing is key. Through case studies, it contrasts big-budget productions
with low-cost films, highlighting budgetary strategies and outcomes. A section focuses on the
independent film sector, showcasing alternative financing models. Ultimately, Unbelievable Film
Budgets challenges the notion that big budgets guarantee blockbusters. It provides a comprehensive
overview of film finance, making it valuable for film students, industry professionals, and anyone
interested in the business side of Hollywood. The book progresses from basic concepts to detailed
case studies and future trends, including crowdfunding and streaming services, offering practical
insights into film investment and production.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Understanding the Music Industries Chris
Anderton, Andrew Dubber, Martin James, 2012-12-14 Everyone knows music is big business, but do
you really understand how ideas and inspiration become songs, products, downloads, concerts and
careers? This textbook guides students to a full understanding of the processes that drive the music
industries. More than just an expose or 'how to” guide, this book gives students the tools to make
sense of technological change, socio-cultural processes, and the constantly shifting music business
environment, putting them in the front line of innovation and entrepreneurship in the future. Packed
with case studies, this book: * Takes the reader on a journey from Glastonbury and the X-Factor to




house concerts and crowd-funded releases; * Demystifies management, publishing and recording
contracts, and the world of copyright, intellectual property and music piracy; * Explains how digital
technologies have changed almost all aspects of music making, performing, promotion and
consumption; ¢ Explores all levels of the music industries, from micro-independent businesses to
corporate conglomerates; * Enables students to meet the challenge of the transforming music
industries. This is the must-have primer for understanding and getting ahead in the music industries.
It is essential reading for students of popular music in media studies, sociology and musicology.

mechanical license for cover song cost: The Absolute Essentials of Songwriting Success
Rand Bishop, 2010-06-28 Your greatest desire is for your original songs to be recorded, released,
and broadcast. But do you have a realistic plan to make this dream your reality? Author and hit
tunesmith Rand Bishop draws from 40 years of on-the-job experience while visiting with some of the
most-honored song crafters of the last five decades, unveiling a long-term strategy for building a
career composing hit songs. The lessons, essays, quotations, and profiles in this book reveal how a
Song Dog becomes Top Dog.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Creative Industries Richard E. Caves, 2000-06-30
Drawing on industrial economics and contract theory, Caves explores the organization of creative
industries, including visual and performing arts, movies, theater, sound recordings, and book
publishing. In each, artistic inputs are combined with “humdrum” inputs. But Caves finds the deals
bringing these inputs together are inherently problematic.

mechanical license for cover song cost: Music Business For Dummies Loren Weisman,
2015-06-17 Start your music career off right with this fun guide to the music industry Music
Business For Dummies explains the ins and outs of the music industry for artists and business
people just starting out. You'll learn how file-sharing, streaming, and iTunes have transformed the
industry, and how to navigate your way through the new distribution models to capitalize on your
work. It all begins with the right team, and this practical guide explains who you need to have on
your side as you begin to grow and get more exposure. Coverage includes rehearsing, performing,
recording, publishing, copyrights, royalties, and much more, giving you the information you need to
start your career off smart. Music industry success has never been easy to achieve, and recent
transformations and disruptions to the business side have made the whole idea even more daunting
than before. This guide gives you a roadmap around the landmines, and provides expert advice for
starting out on the right foot. Find the right players, agents, and business managers Make more
money from your work with smart distribution Build your brand and get people talking about you
Get gigs, go on tour, and keep on growing If music is your calling, you need to plan your career in a
way that sets you up for success from the very beginning. Put the right people in place, get the most
out of your investments, and learn how to work the crowd both virtually and in person. Music
Business For Dummies is your companion on your journey to the music career you want.

mechanical license for cover song cost: WIPO Guide on the Licensing of Copyright and
Related Rights World Intellectual Property Organization, 2004 The WIPO Guide provides a practical
overview of licensing of copyright and related rights in a global marketplace, for literary, musical,
graphic and pictorial works, motion pictures, multimedia entertainment and education products and
computer software. Internationally renowned authors address each industry in turn, as well as
giving an overview of the general business and legal principles involved in the licensing of copyright
and related rights, and their collective management.
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