
mathematical terms from a to z
mathematical terms from a to z form the foundation of understanding and
communicating complex concepts in the field of mathematics. This
comprehensive article explores key mathematical terminology spanning the
entire alphabet, providing clear definitions and explanations to enhance
comprehension for students, educators, and professionals alike. From basic
arithmetic terms to advanced concepts in algebra, geometry, calculus, and
beyond, these terms are essential for grasping the language of mathematics.
Understanding these terms not only aids in solving mathematical problems but
also improves logical reasoning and analytical skills. This guide is
organized alphabetically, ensuring a systematic approach to learning
mathematical vocabulary. The following sections cover a broad spectrum of
categories and concepts, offering both definitions and contextual examples
where appropriate.

Basic Mathematical Terms

Algebraic Terms

Geometry and Measurement Terms

Calculus and Analysis Terms

Statistics and Probability Terms

Advanced and Miscellaneous Mathematical Terms

Basic Mathematical Terms

This section introduces fundamental mathematical terms that serve as building
blocks for all areas of mathematics. These terms are commonly used in
arithmetic and early mathematics education.

Addition

Addition is a basic arithmetic operation representing the process of
combining two or more numbers to find their total or sum. It is one of the
four elementary operations and is symbolized by the plus sign (+).



Base

The base in mathematics refers to the number system in use, such as base 10
(decimal system), base 2 (binary system), or base 16 (hexadecimal system). It
can also refer to the bottom side of a geometric figure like a triangle or
rectangle.

Coefficient

A coefficient is a numerical or constant factor that multiplies a variable or
term in an algebraic expression. For example, in 5x, 5 is the coefficient of
the variable x.

Denominator

The denominator is the bottom part of a fraction that indicates into how many
equal parts the whole is divided. For example, in the fraction 3/4, 4 is the
denominator.

Exponent

An exponent denotes how many times a number or expression (the base) is
multiplied by itself. For instance, in 2³, the exponent is 3, indicating 2 is
used as a factor three times.

Integer

An integer is a whole number that can be positive, negative, or zero, but not
a fraction or decimal. Examples include -3, 0, and 7.
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Algebraic Terms

Algebra introduces variables and symbols to represent numbers and
relationships. This section covers essential algebraic terms crucial for
solving equations and understanding functions.

Equation

An equation is a mathematical statement asserting the equality of two
expressions, often containing variables. Solving an equation involves finding
the values of variables that make the equality true.

Factorization

Factorization is the process of breaking down an expression into a product of
simpler expressions or factors. For example, factorizing x² - 9 results in (x
- 3)(x + 3).

Gradient

In algebra, the gradient refers to the slope of a line, representing the rate
of change between two variables. It is calculated as the ratio of the
vertical change to the horizontal change between two points.

Hyperbola

A hyperbola is a type of conic section formed by the intersection of a plane
with both halves of a double cone. It consists of two disconnected curves
called branches.

Identity

An identity is an equation that is true for all values of the variables
involved. An example is the distributive identity: a(b + c) = ab + ac.



Junction

In algebraic contexts, junction may refer to points where graphs or functions
meet or intersect, crucial for solving systems of equations graphically.
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Geometry and Measurement Terms

Geometry involves the study of shapes, sizes, and properties of space. This
section explains common terms related to geometric figures and measurement.

Angle

An angle is formed by two rays or lines meeting at a common point called the
vertex. Angles are measured in degrees or radians and describe the rotation
between the rays.

Bisector

A bisector is a line or segment that divides an angle or another segment into
two equal parts. For example, an angle bisector splits an angle into two
congruent angles.

Circle

A circle is a set of all points in a plane equidistant from a fixed point
called the center. The distance from the center to any point on the circle is



the radius.

Diameter

The diameter of a circle is a straight line passing through the center and
touching two points on the circumference. It is twice the length of the
radius.

Ellipse

An ellipse is a closed curve formed by all points for which the sum of the
distances to two fixed points (foci) is constant. It generalizes the shape of
a circle.

Formula

A formula is a mathematical expression or equation that calculates a value
based on given variables, such as the area of a triangle (1/2 × base ×
height).
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Calculus and Analysis Terms

Calculus deals with change and motion through derivatives and integrals. This
section defines fundamental terms used in differential and integral calculus.



Derivative

The derivative represents the rate of change of a function with respect to a
variable. It measures how a function's output changes as the input changes,
often interpreted as the slope of the tangent line.

Exponentiation

Exponentiation is the operation of raising one quantity (the base) to the
power of another (the exponent), indicating repeated multiplication.

Function

A function is a relation between a set of inputs and a set of possible
outputs where each input is related to exactly one output. Functions are
fundamental in describing mathematical models.

Integral

Integration is the process of finding the integral of a function, which
represents the accumulation of quantities, such as area under a curve.

Limit

The limit describes the value that a function approaches as the input
approaches some point. Limits are foundational in defining derivatives and
continuity.

Maximum and Minimum

Maximum and minimum refer to the highest and lowest points on a graph of a
function, known as extrema, important for optimization problems.
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Statistics and Probability Terms

Statistics and probability deal with data analysis and the likelihood of
events. This section outlines key terms used in these areas of mathematics.

Average

The average, or mean, is the sum of a set of numerical values divided by the
number of values. It represents a measure of central tendency.

Binomial Distribution

The binomial distribution models the number of successes in a fixed number of
independent Bernoulli trials, with a constant probability of success.

Correlation

Correlation measures the strength and direction of a linear relationship
between two variables, typically ranging from -1 to 1.

Deviation

Deviation refers to the difference between an observed value and a measure of
central tendency, such as the mean. It is used to analyze variability in
data.

Expected Value

The expected value is the weighted average of all possible values of a random
variable, representing its long-term average outcome.



Frequency

Frequency counts the number of times a particular value or event occurs
within a data set or experiment.
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Advanced and Miscellaneous Mathematical Terms

This section covers additional important mathematical terms that span various
disciplines and advanced topics, enriching mathematical vocabulary.

Graph Theory

Graph theory studies graphs, which consist of vertices (nodes) connected by
edges (lines). It has applications in computer science, biology, and social
sciences.

Hypothesis

A hypothesis is a proposed explanation or assumption used as a starting point
for further investigation or proof in mathematics and statistics.

Isomorphism

Isomorphism is a mapping between two structures that shows a one-to-one
correspondence preserving the structure, indicating they are essentially the
same in form.



Matrix

A matrix is a rectangular array of numbers arranged in rows and columns, used
to represent data or solve systems of linear equations.

Norm

The norm measures the size or length of a vector in a vector space, often
used in linear algebra and functional analysis.

Quaternion

Quaternions extend complex numbers to represent rotations in three-
dimensional space, widely used in computer graphics and robotics.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is an 'asymptote' in mathematics?
An asymptote is a line that a graph approaches but never actually touches or
crosses.

What does 'binomial' mean in mathematics?
A binomial is a polynomial with exactly two terms, such as (x + y).



Can you explain the term 'calculus'?
Calculus is the branch of mathematics that studies continuous change, dealing
with derivatives and integrals.

What is a 'derivative' in mathematics?
A derivative represents the rate at which a function is changing at any given
point.

What does the term 'equation' mean?
An equation is a mathematical statement that asserts the equality of two
expressions.

What is a 'function' in mathematics?
A function is a relation that assigns exactly one output to each input from a
set of inputs.

What is meant by 'geometry'?
Geometry is the branch of mathematics concerned with the properties and
relations of points, lines, surfaces, and solids.

What is a 'hypotenuse'?
In a right-angled triangle, the hypotenuse is the longest side opposite the
right angle.

Additional Resources
1. Algebraic Adventures: Unlocking the Mysteries of Variables
This book explores the fundamental concepts of algebra, making complex ideas
accessible and engaging. Readers will journey through equations,
inequalities, and functions, learning to solve problems with confidence.
Perfect for beginners and those looking to strengthen their algebraic
thinking.

2. Calculus Chronicles: The Art of Change and Motion
Dive into the world of calculus with this comprehensive guide that covers
limits, derivatives, and integrals. The book uses real-world examples to
illustrate how calculus explains change and motion in nature and technology.
Ideal for students and enthusiasts seeking a clear understanding of
foundational calculus concepts.

3. Discrete Dimensions: Exploring the Foundations of Counting and Logic
This title introduces readers to discrete mathematics, focusing on



combinatorics, graph theory, and logic. It emphasizes practical applications
in computer science and cryptography. A great resource for those interested
in the building blocks of digital technology.

4. Fractal Frontiers: Patterns in Chaos and Nature
Discover the fascinating world of fractals and their occurrence in natural
phenomena. The book explains self-similarity, fractal dimensions, and the
mathematics behind complex patterns. Readers will appreciate the blend of
theory and stunning visual illustrations.

5. Geometry Gems: Shapes, Spaces, and Theorems
This engaging text covers Euclidean and non-Euclidean geometry, exploring
points, lines, polygons, and solids. It highlights famous theorems and
practical applications in architecture and art. Suitable for learners who
enjoy visual and spatial reasoning.

6. Infinity Insights: Understanding the Endless
Explore the concept of infinity from mathematical and philosophical
perspectives. The book discusses infinite sequences, sets, and the paradoxes
that arise when dealing with the infinite. A thought-provoking read for
anyone curious about the bounds of mathematics.

7. Number Theory Narratives: Prime Mysteries and Patterns
Delve into the intriguing properties of numbers, focusing on primes,
divisibility, and modular arithmetic. The book includes puzzles and proofs
that challenge and inspire critical thinking. Perfect for readers fascinated
by the secrets hidden within numbers.

8. Probability Pathways: Navigating Chance and Uncertainty
Learn the principles of probability and statistics through clear explanations
and practical examples. The book covers probability distributions, expected
value, and real-life applications in risk assessment. An essential guide for
understanding randomness and data.

9. Topology Tales: The Shape of Space
This book introduces topology, the study of properties preserved through
deformations, twists, and stretching. Readers will explore concepts like
continuity, homeomorphisms, and topological surfaces. Ideal for those
interested in the abstract and flexible nature of shapes.
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  mathematical terms from a to z: Logic from A to Z John B. Bacon, 2013-09-05 First
published in the most ambitious international philosophy project for a generation; the Routledge
Encyclopedia of Philosophy. Logic from A to Z is a unique glossary of terms used in formal logic and
the philosophy of mathematics. Over 500 entries include key terms found in the study of: * Logic:
Argument, Turing Machine, Variable * Set and model theory: Isomorphism, Function * Computability
theory: Algorithm, Turing Machine * Plus a table of logical symbols. Extensively cross-referenced to
help comprehension and add detail, Logic from A to Z provides an indispensable reference source
for students of all branches of logic.
  mathematical terms from a to z: The A–Z of Social Research Jargon David Robinson, Val
Reed, 2019-05-23 First published in 1998, this volume examines a major function of research which
is to strengthen the knowledge base of health professions and so enhance patient care. The rapid
growth has unfortunately led to it being seen by many as an elitist activity full of jargon, carried out
by academics. This to some degree has led to a theory practice gap with some professionals not
recognising their important role within the research process. It is important to dispel the myth that
all practitioner should carry out research, though they should use elements of the research process
to develop a questioning and evaluative approach to care. This book will enable reader to demystify
and enhance their understanding of terminology used in research and contains almost 300 terms. It
offers readers a unique approach to explanations for each term by offering its Everyday use; its
Research use; an Example and Related terms.
  mathematical terms from a to z: A to Z of Physicists, Updated Edition Darryl Leiter,
2019-11-01 A to Z of Physicists, Updated Edition focuses not only on the lives and personalities of
those profiled, but also on their research and contributions to the field. A fascinating and important
element of this work is the attention paid to the obstacles that minority physicists had to overcome
to reach their personal and professional goals. Through incidents, quotations, and photographs, the
entries portray something of the human face, which is often lost in books on science and scientists. A
to Z of Physicists, Updated Edition features more than 150 entries and 51 black-and-white
photographs. Culturally inclusive and spanning the whole range of physicists from ancient times to
the present day, this is an ideal resource for students and general readers interested in the history
of physics or the significant aspects of the personal and professional lives of important physicists.
People covered include: Archimedes (ca. 285–212 BCE) Homi Jehangir Bhabha (1909–1966) Pavel
Alekseyevich Cherenkov (1904–1990) Marie Curie (1867–1934) George Gamow (1904–1968) Tsung
Dao Lee (1926–present) Lise Meitner (1878–1968) Yuval Ne'eman (1925–2006) Johannes Stark
(1874–1957) Nikola Tesla (1856–1943) Alessandro Volta (1745–1827) Hideki Yukawa (1907–1981)
  mathematical terms from a to z: Finance and the Behavioral Prospect James Ming Chen,
2016-10-01 This book explains how investor behavior, from mental accounting to the combustible
interplay of hope and fear, affects financial economics. The transformation of portfolio theory begins
with the identification of anomalies. Gaps in perception and behavioral departures from rationality
spur momentum, irrational exuberance, and speculative bubbles. Behavioral accounting undermines
the rational premises of mathematical finance. Assets and portfolios are imbued with “affect.”
Positive and negative emotions warp investment decisions. Whether hedging against intertemporal
changes in their ability to bear risk or climbing a psychological hierarchy of needs, investors arrange
their portfolios and financial affairs according to emotions and perceptions. Risk aversion and
life-cycle theories of consumption provide possible solutions to the equity premium puzzle, an iconic
financial mystery. Prospect theory has questioned the cogency of the efficient capital markets
hypothesis. Behavioral portfolio theory arises from a psychological account of security, potential,
and aspiration.
  mathematical terms from a to z: Computational Methods in Engineering & Science
Zhenhan Yao, Mingwu Yuan, 2007-12-31 The 9th EPMESC was successfully held in Macao in
November of 2003. At the end of the conference the Board of the EPMESC series decided that the
next conference would be held in a city of the mainland of China. Also I was assigned to be the Chair
person of the Conference. No doubt this is a great honor to me and also a challenge because there



are so many professional international conferences in computational mechanics happening
frequently in the world. After the successful organizing of WCCM6 in Beijing, September of 2004,1
engaged to organize the 10th EPMESC. First of all, I had to choose the venue of the Conference.
After some investigation and a lot of negotiation we went to see the site of the venue in Sanya,
Hainan Island, the south-most city in China. Finally we made the decision. The most important
reason for the choice was the ecological environment of this city. It is beneficial to our health after
hard work. We scientists and engineers need a good relaxing place after working hard- a place to
enjoy life with friends and family. Sanya is an ideal place and a real green city. Blue sky and white
clouds, the peaceful sea and the long beach with white sand, shells and pearls, no pollution and no
industry. Everything is so beautiful.
  mathematical terms from a to z: Journal of the London Mathematical Society London
Mathematical Society, 1926
  mathematical terms from a to z: The Parabolic Anderson Model Wolfgang König,
2016-06-30 This is a comprehensive survey on the research on the parabolic Anderson model – the
heat equation with random potential or the random walk in random potential – of the years 1990 –
2015. The investigation of this model requires a combination of tools from probability (large
deviations, extreme-value theory, e.g.) and analysis (spectral theory for the Laplace operator with
potential, variational analysis, e.g.). We explain the background, the applications, the questions and
the connections with other models and formulate the most relevant results on the long-time behavior
of the solution, like quenched and annealed asymptotics for the total mass, intermittency,
confinement and concentration properties and mass flow. Furthermore, we explain the most
successful proof methods and give a list of open research problems. Proofs are not detailed, but
concisely outlined and commented; the formulations of some theorems are slightly simplified for
better comprehension.
  mathematical terms from a to z: Explaining Psychological Statistics Barry H. Cohen, 2008
This comprehensive graduate-level statistics text is aimed at students with a minimal background in
the area or those who are wary of the subject matter. The new edition of this successful text will
continue to offer students a lively and engaging introduction to the field, provide comprehensive
coverage of the material, and will also include examples and exercises using common statistical
software packages (SPSS).
  mathematical terms from a to z: From Calculus to Chaos David Acheson, 1997 What is
calculus really for? This book is a highly readable introduction to applications of calculus, from
Newton's time to the present day. These often involve questions of dynamics, i.e. of how - and why -
things change with time. Problems of this kind lie at the heart of much of applied mathematics,
physics, and engineering. From Calculus to Chaos takes a fresh approach to the subject as a whole,
by moving from first steps to the frontiers, and by highlighting only the most important and
interesting ideas, which can get lost amid a snowstorm of detail in conventional texts. The book is
aimed at a wide readership, and assumes only some knowledge of elementary calculus. There are
exercises (with full solutions) and simple but powerful computer programs which are suitable even
for readers with no previous computing experience. David Acheson's book will inspire new students
by providing a foretaste of more advanced mathematics and showing just how interesting the subject
can be.
  mathematical terms from a to z: The Mathematical Gazette , 1907
  mathematical terms from a to z: Dictionary of Philosophy and Psychology: Text, Le-Z.
Addenda. Indices: I Greek terms. II. Latin terms. III. German terms. IV. French terms. V. Italian
terms James Mark Baldwin, 1901
  mathematical terms from a to z: Continuous System Simulation D.J. Murray-Smith,
2012-12-06 obtained by simulation more quickly, effec Computer simulation of dynamic systems is a
topic which is growing steadily in importance tively and cheaply than by experimentation and testing
of the real system. System perfor in the physical sciences, engineering, biology and medicine. The
reasons for this trend mance can also be investigated using simula relate not only to the steadily



increasing tion for a much wider range of conditions than can be contemplated for the real system
power of computers and the rapidly falling costs of hardware, but also to the availability because of
operating constraints or safety of appropriate software tools in the form of requirements. Similar
factors can apply in simulation languages. Problem-oriented lan other fields, such as biomedical
systems guages of this kind assist those who are not engineering. specialists in computational
methods to trans System simulation, using digital computers, can relate either to models based on
continu late a mathematical description into a simula tion program in a simple and straightforward
ous variables or to discrete-event descriptions. fashion. They can also provide useful diag
Continuous system simulation techniques are applied to systems described by sets of differ nostic
information when difficulties are encountered. Therefore, a simulation lan ential equations and
algebraic equations.
  mathematical terms from a to z: The Logical Foundations of Statistical Inference Henry E.
Kyburg Jr., 2012-12-06 Everyone knows it is easy to lie with statistics. It is important then to be able
to tell a statistical lie from a valid statistical inference. It is a relatively widely accepted
commonplace that our scientific knowledge is not certain and incorrigible, but merely probable,
subject to refinement, modifi cation, and even overthrow. The rankest beginner at a gambling table
understands that his decisions must be based on mathematical ex pectations - that is, on utilities
weighted by probabilities. It is widely held that the same principles apply almost all the time in the
game of life. If we turn to philosophers, or to mathematical statisticians, or to probability theorists
for criteria of validity in statistical inference, for the general principles that distinguish well
grounded from ill grounded generalizations and laws, or for the interpretation of that probability we
must, like the gambler, take as our guide in life, we find disagreement, confusion, and frustration.
We might be prepared to find disagreements on a philosophical and theoretical level (although we
do not find them in the case of deductive logic) but we do not expect, and we may be surprised to
find, that these theoretical disagreements lead to differences in the conclusions that are regarded as
'acceptable' in the practice of science and public affairs, and in the conduct of business.
  mathematical terms from a to z: Physical Aspects of Soil Water and Salts in Ecosystems
A. Hadas, Dale Swartzendruber, P.E. Rijtema, M. Fuchs, B. Yaron, 2012-12-06 The papers collected
in this book were given and discussed at the symposium on Soil water physics and technology, which
was held in Rehovot, Israel, from August 19th-September 4th, 1971. It was sponsored by the
International Society of Soil Science (1.S.S.S.) through its Commissions I (soil physics) and VI (soil
technology), and organized by the Israeli Soil Science Society. Thanks are due to the Editors for
having assembled contributions and discussion remarks into a well-rounded, coherent book. The
subjects covered in this book are the theoretical and practical aspects of the following topics: water
movement in soils, soil-water interactions, evaporation from soil and plants, water requirements of
crops, ion activity and migration in soils, soilwater management and salinity. In as much as these
contributions were not solicited, they represent ideas and subjects considered important by the
authors and debators. In science, one often finds a gap between basic research and practical
application. If reading this book creates a feeling of an apparent lack of balance between theory and
practice, this represents the state of our science today, and the thoughtful reader can and will
recognize that much remains to be done. W. R. GARDNER T.]. MAR5HAL President, Commission I
President, Commission VI 1.5.5.5.
  mathematical terms from a to z: Branching Processes in Biology Marek Kimmel, David E.
Axelrod, 2006-05-26 In this book biological examples of Branching Processes are introduced from
molecular and cellular biology as well as from the fields of human evolution and medicine and
discussed in the context of the relevant mathematics, providing a useful introduction on how the
modelling can be done and for what types of problems branching processes can be useful. As an aid
to understanding specific examples, two introductory chapters provide background material in
mathematics and biology. This book will interest scientists who work in quantitative modelling of
biological systems, particularly probabilists, mathematical biologists, biostatisticians, and cell and
molecular biologists and bioinformaticians. The authors of this monograph are a mathematician and



a cell biologist who have collaborated in the field of Branching Processes for more than a decade.
  mathematical terms from a to z: The Control Handbook William S. Levine, 1996-02-23 This
is the biggest, most comprehensive, and most prestigious compilation of articles on control systems
imaginable. Every aspect of control is expertly covered, from the mathematical foundations to
applications in robot and manipulator control. Never before has such a massive amount of
authoritative, detailed, accurate, and well-organized information been available in a single volume.
Absolutely everyone working in any aspect of systems and controls must have this book!
  mathematical terms from a to z: NBS Special Publication , 1945
  mathematical terms from a to z: A Treatise on the Mathematical Theory of Elasticity
Augustus Edward Hough Love, 1920
  mathematical terms from a to z: Miscellaneous Publication - National Bureau of Standards
United States. National Bureau of Standards, 1934
  mathematical terms from a to z: National Directory of Commodity Specifications United
States. National Bureau of Standards, 1945
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