indian english language movie

indian english language movie cinema represents a unique and evolving segment of the
Indian film industry, capturing diverse narratives through the medium of English. These
films have gained prominence for their global appeal, blending Indian culture, modern
themes, and universal storytelling techniques. Indian English language movies often
explore social issues, contemporary life, and cross-cultural experiences, making them
distinct from traditional Bollywood or regional-language films. This article delves into the
history, characteristics, notable examples, challenges, and the future of Indian English
language movies. By examining these aspects, the article aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of this niche cinematic genre. The following sections will guide readers
through the evolution, significance, and impact of Indian English language movies within
the global film landscape.

e History and Evolution of Indian English Language Movies

e Characteristics and Themes in Indian English Language Movies
e Notable Indian English Language Movies and Filmmakers

e Challenges Faced by Indian English Language Movies

e The Future of Indian English Language Movies

History and Evolution of Indian English Language
Movies

The history of Indian English language movies dates back several decades, although the
genre gained significant momentum during the late 20th century. Initially, English-language
films produced in India were rare and primarily targeted elite urban audiences or
international viewers. The use of English as the primary language in Indian cinema was
unconventional, as most Indian films were traditionally made in regional languages or Hindi.
However, globalization, increased exposure to Western culture, and India's growing English-
speaking population contributed to the gradual rise of Indian English language movies.

Early Experiments and Milestones

Some of the earliest Indian English language movies emerged in the 1960s and 1970s,
often made by filmmakers with Western education or influences. These films experimented
with storytelling techniques and focused on themes relevant to urban Indian society. Over
time, Indian English language movies evolved from niche art-house productions to more
mainstream offerings, incorporating elements of drama, romance, and social commentary.
The 2000s witnessed a surge in Indian English language films, with a new generation of
filmmakers embracing the language to narrate contemporary stories that resonated
globally.



Impact of Globalization

The liberalization of the Indian economy in the 1990s significantly impacted the film
industry, including Indian English language movies. Globalization facilitated cross-cultural
exchanges and increased demand for English-language content both within India and
internationally. This period saw enhanced collaboration between Indian and foreign
filmmakers, improved production quality, and broader distribution channels. Indian English
language movies started gaining recognition in international film festivals, further
establishing their credibility and appeal on the global stage.

Characteristics and Themes in Indian English
Language Movies

Indian English language movies are distinguished by their unique blend of traditional Indian
elements and contemporary global influences. The use of English allows filmmakers to
reach a wider, more diverse audience while addressing themes that are both locally rooted
and universally relevant. These movies often explore complex social issues, identity, and
cultural dynamics, reflecting the evolving Indian society.

Common Themes

Several recurring themes define Indian English language movies, such as:

e Urbanization and Modernity: Portrayal of life in metropolitan cities, highlighting the
challenges and opportunities faced by modern Indians.

e Cross-Cultural Identity: Exploration of the Indian diaspora experience, cultural
assimilation, and identity crises.

* Social Issues: Addressing topics like gender equality, class disparity, corruption, and
education.

* Romance and Relationships: Depiction of contemporary relationships, often
breaking away from traditional stereotypes.

 Family Dynamics: Examining generational conflicts and changing family values in
Indian society.

Stylistic Elements

Indian English language movies frequently employ a mix of narrative styles, including
realism, satire, and experimental storytelling. The dialogue is typically sophisticated,
reflecting urban speech patterns, and the cinematography often captures the contrast
between tradition and modernity. Music and background scores are carefully curated to
complement the film’s tone, sometimes blending Indian classical or folk influences with
international sounds.



Notable Indian English Language Movies and
Filmmakers

Several Indian English language movies have achieved critical acclaim and commercial
success, contributing significantly to the genre’s growth. These films often showcase the
talents of visionary directors, writers, and actors who have pushed the boundaries of
conventional Indian cinema.

Prominent Films

e Monsoon Wedding (2001): Directed by Mira Nair, this film combines English and
Hindi but is predominantly known for its English dialogues and global appeal. It
explores family dynamics and arranged marriage traditions.

e English, August (1994): Directed by Dev Benegal, this coming-of-age story depicts
the life of a young Indian civil servant navigating cultural and bureaucratic challenges.

e Being Cyrus (2005): A psychological thriller that presents a sophisticated narrative
style, highlighting the versatility of Indian English language cinema.

e The Lunchbox (2013): Although featuring Hindi conversations, the film’s
international success contributed to the recognition of Indian films with English
subtitles and appeal.

Influential Filmmakers

Directors like Mira Nair, Dev Benegal, Zoya Akhtar, and Deepa Mehta have played pivotal
roles in popularizing Indian English language movies. Their works often focus on nuanced
storytelling, cultural intersections, and social commentary, setting new standards for
quality and narrative depth in Indian cinema.

Challenges Faced by Indian English Language
Movies

Despite the growing popularity of Indian English language movies, several challenges
continue to impede their widespread acceptance and commercial success within India.

Audience Perception and Market Limitations

The primary challenge lies in audience demographics. Indian English language movies tend
to attract urban, educated viewers, limiting their reach in rural and regional markets
dominated by Hindi and regional-language films. This restricts box office potential and
influences production budgets and marketing efforts.



Cultural and Linguistic Barriers

While English is widely spoken in India, it is not the first language for the majority of the
population. The cultural nuances and language used in these films may sometimes alienate
viewers who prefer traditional storytelling in their native languages. Additionally, the use of
English can create a perception of elitism, distancing the movies from the broader Indian
audience.

Competition with Mainstream Cinema

Indian English language movies often face stiff competition from Bollywood and regional
films, which have established star systems, larger budgets, and mass appeal. These
mainstream films dominate theaters and media, making it challenging for English-language
movies to secure wide distribution and visibility.

The Future of Indian English Language Movies

The future of Indian English language movies appears promising, driven by changing
audience preferences, technological advancements, and increased global connectivity.

Emerging Trends

The rise of digital streaming platforms has opened new avenues for Indian English language
movies, enabling access to global audiences without traditional distribution constraints.
This shift has encouraged filmmakers to experiment with diverse narratives and formats,
including web series and short films.

Opportunities for Growth

As India’s urban middle class expands and English education becomes more widespread,
demand for English-language content is expected to grow. Moreover, international
collaborations and co-productions offer opportunities to enhance production quality and
storytelling techniques, increasing the global competitiveness of Indian English language
movies.

Potential Impact on Indian Cinema

The continued success of Indian English language movies could foster greater inclusivity
and diversity within Indian cinema, bridging cultural gaps and promoting cross-cultural
understanding. These films can serve as a platform for emerging voices and innovative
storytelling, enriching the broader cinematic landscape in India and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What defines an Indian English language movie?

An Indian English language movie is a film produced in India where the primary language



spoken by the characters is English, often reflecting urban settings and contemporary
themes.

Why are Indian English language movies gaining
popularity?
Indian English language movies are gaining popularity due to their appeal to global

audiences, relatable urban stories, and the increasing number of English-speaking viewers
in India and abroad.

Can you name some popular Indian English language
movies?

Popular Indian English language movies include "English Vinglish," "Lunchbox," "Monsoon
Wedding," "Delhi in a Day," and "The White Tiger."

How do Indian English language movies differ from
Bollywood films?

Indian English language movies often focus on niche, urban, or diaspora-centric stories and
use English as the primary language, whereas Bollywood films primarily use Hindi and tend
to include song and dance sequences catering to a broader mass audience.

Are Indian English language movies usually produced
by mainstream studios?

Indian English language movies are sometimes produced by both mainstream studios and
independent filmmakers, with many indie productions focusing on English to reach
international film festivals and audiences.

What themes are commonly explored in Indian English
language movies?

Common themes include cultural identity, diaspora experiences, social issues, urban life,
gender roles, and the clash between tradition and modernity.

Additional Resources

1. Bollywood and Globalization: Indian English Cinema in the 21st Century

This book explores the intersection of Bollywood and the English language in contemporary
Indian cinema. It examines how globalization has influenced the use of English in Indian
movies, shaping narratives and audience reception. Through case studies, it highlights the
evolving identity of Indian English language films.

2. English in Indian Cinema: Language, Identity, and Representation
Focusing on linguistic representation, this book analyzes the role of English in Indian films



as a marker of class, education, and modernity. It discusses how English dialogues and
code-switching reflect socio-political realities in Indian society. The book offers insights into
the hybridity of language in cinematic storytelling.

3. Screening India: The Rise of Indian English Language Films

This volume traces the emergence and growth of Indian English language films from niche
productions to mainstream recognition. It reviews landmark films and their impact on
Indian cinema’s narrative styles and global outreach. The author highlights the challenges
and opportunities faced by filmmakers working in English.

4. Dialogues Across Cultures: English Language Usage in Indian Films

This book investigates the cultural implications of English usage in Indian movies, focusing

on dialogues and screenplay writing. It delves into how filmmakers use English to negotiate
cultural identities and appeal to diverse audiences. The study also considers the reception

of English-language dialogues among Indian and international viewers.

5. Hybrid Tongues: Language Mixing in Indian English Cinema

Examining the phenomenon of code-mixing and code-switching, this book looks at how
Indian English language films blend English with regional languages. It discusses linguistic
creativity and its effect on character development and plot progression. The book also
explores audience perceptions of language hybridity in films.

6. English Language Narratives in Contemporary Indian Film

This book provides a critical analysis of narrative techniques employed in Indian films that
primarily use English. It highlights how language choice influences storytelling, character
arcs, and thematic exploration. The author also addresses the socio-cultural significance of
English narratives in Indian cinema.

7. From Bollywood to English: The Language Shift in Indian Cinema

This text examines the gradual shift from Hindi-dominated Bollywood films to productions
featuring substantial English content. It discusses the reasons behind this linguistic
transition, including market expansion and diasporic connections. The book also assesses
the impact of this shift on film production and audience demographics.

8. English and Indian Cinema: A Study of Language and Popular Culture

Focusing on popular culture, this book studies the role of English in shaping cinematic
trends and audience tastes in India. It explores how English dialogues contribute to the
modern image of characters and settings in films. The study also touches upon the
commercialization of language in Indian cinema.

9. Multilingualism in Indian Film: The Role of English Language

This book investigates the multilingual nature of Indian cinema, emphasizing the strategic
use of English alongside other languages. It analyzes how English functions as a tool for
narrative innovation and cross-cultural communication. The author provides examples from
various Indian English language movies to illustrate these dynamics.
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indian english language movie: Audiovisual Translation in India Priyanka Rachabattuni, J.
Prabhakar Rao, 2024-08-20 This book provides a comprehensive introduction to Audiovisual
Translation (AVT) in India. It examines the AVT of TV advertisements, analyses trends and practices
of AVT in India, and studies the challenges faced by AV translators, including synchronising video
with voice/dialogue in advertisements and time and space/text compression for subtitling. The
volume studies the interplay of language, culture transfer, and the role of the AV translator in Indian
AV advertisement translations and looks at how global advertising impacts local language and
culture. It emphasises the role of the translator and explores how the translator devises strategies
by considering various elements in an AV medium to achieve equivalence through the translation
process. Drawing on case studies, this work will be indispensable to students and researchers of
translation studies, media studies, language and linguistics, advertising, film studies, communication
studies, and South Asian studies.

indian english language movie: Register Variation in Indian English Chandrika
Balasubramanian, 2009-11-05 Register Variation in Indian English constitutes the first large-scale
empirical investigation of an international variety of English. Using a combination of the corpus
compiled for this project and relevant sections of ICE-India as its database, this work tests existing
descriptions and characterizations of English in India, and provides the first empirical account of
register variation in Indian English (or indeed, any international variety of English). Included in this
survey are linguistic features that have been examined before and others that have not. From an
empirical standpoint, it comments on the process of Indianization of the English used in India. The
book will be of interest to readers beyond specialists of Indian English as it is one of very few studies
to undertake a large-scale corpus analysis for the purpose of dialect research. The book provides a
model on which future studies of international Englishes can be based.

indian english language movie: India Fodor's Travel Publications, Inc., 2008 Detailed and
timely information on accommodations, restaurants, and local attractions highlight these updated
travel guides, which feature all-new covers, a two-color interior design, symbols to indicate budget
options, must-see ratings, multi-day itineraries, Smart Travel Tips, helpful bulleted maps, tips on
transportation, guidelines for shopping excursions, and other valuable features. Original.

indian english language movie: Fodor's Essential India Caroline Trefler, 2011-06-21
Describes the culture and history of India and provides recommendations for hotels, restaurants,
shopping, sightseeing, entertainment, and holy sites.

indian english language movie: Post-feminist practices, subjectivities and intimacies in global
context Mehita Igani, Caio De Aratjo,

indian english language movie: Contemporary Indian English Andreas Sedlatschek, 2009
This is the first comprehensive description of Indian English and its emerging regional standard in a
corpus-linguistic framework. Drawing on a wealth of authentic spoken and written data from India
(including the Kolhapur Corpus and the International Corpus of English), this book explores the
dynamics of variation and change in the vocabulary and grammar of contemporary Indian English.

indian english language movie: Area Handbook for India American University (Washington,
D.C.). Foreign Areas Studies Division, Norman C. Walpole, 1964 The purpose of this Area Handbook
for India is to describe briefly and in general terms the political, economic and social basis of Indian
society, to outline its domestic and foreign policies and to evaluate its strengths and weaknesses.
The present study represents a thorough revision of the Human Relations Area Files Area Handbook
for India, which was issued in 1958, to consider the fundamental changes which have taken place
and to utilize the many source materials which have become available since the earlier study was
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published. It supersedes the Interim Revision to the Area Handbook for India, published in March
1963 to fill the immediate need for an updated edition of the original Handbook pending the
completion of the full revision. (Author)

indian english language movie: Indian English Through Newspapers Asima Ranjan Parhi,
2008

indian english language movie: U.S. Army Area Handbook for India American University
(Washington, D.C.). Special Operations Research Office, Norman C. Walpole, United States.
Department of the Army, 1964

indian english language movie: Breakout Strategies for Emerging Markets Jagdish N.
Sheth, Mona Sinha, Reshma Shah, 2016-06-27 Real strategies, tactics & solutions for succeeding in
emerging markets now Attract non-consumers and upscale current customers Reflect local culture,
tradition, and preferences across your business Make your products easier to find, buy, and use
Strengthen your brand and deliver on your brand promises Engage and serve all your stakeholders
Build a sustainable, profitable business How big is your emerging market opportunity? Potential
annual consumption will hit $30 trillion by 2025, with $10 trillion in India and China alone.
Emerging economies are transforming markets worldwide-attracting multinationals, strengthening
domestic firms, and launching local brands onto the global stage. Best of all, there are now proven
best practices for succeeding in these markets. They’ve been developed the hard way: through the
experiences of pioneers who've learned from mistakes and listened to their customers. This book’s
brand stories reflects these winning strategies. You'll learn from high-profile leaders like Gillette,
Levi’s, Starbucks, Alibaba, GlaxoSmith-Kline, and WeChat-and from great companies you’ll discover
for the first time. Linking theory to practice, the authors offer expert guidance on attracting
non-users, adapting products, aligning with local culture, optimizing channels, building brands,
upscaling, strengthening relationships, and much more. You've never had an opportunity this
enormous. Nobody has. Get it right-with the right advice, right from the trenches. Emerging
markets offer the biggest growth opportunity in the history of capitalism. This practical guide offers
a comprehensive, strategic marketing perspective tailored to these new markets. Leading experts
demonstrate how companies can succeed both today and tomorrow, no matter what happens in the
global economy. Breakout Strategies for Emerging Markets integrates insights drawn from the
authors’ extensive primary research worldwide, their pioneering academic research and case
development, practical consulting and management experience, and their conversations with
industry leaders on several continents. You will learn about the experiences and actions of both local
and global enterprises in industries ranging from consumer goods to entertainment, apparel to
finance. The authors share new insights for attracting non-users by developing products, aligning
with local traditions, upscaling, selecting channels, financing, brand messaging, using e-commerce,
building relationships, and more. Discover how to... Convert non-users: Optimize acceptability,
affordability, accessibility, and awareness Create “functional Fusion”: Adapt products to blend
western and local elements Design “cultural fusion”: Embed local tradition, history, language, and
taste Democratize the offer: Make products more affordable, financially and psychologically Upscale
the offer: Upgrade choices and experiences across the income spectrum Manage reach: Get your
channels and supply chains right Reinvent reach: Leverage revolutionary channels and payment
methods Build brand identity: Align your brand essence with your customer’s experience Engage
stakeholders: Serve the needs of every entity you touch

indian english language movie: Women in Bengal Sudarshana Sen, 2024-07-26 This book
analyses the status of women in Bengal, India, by examining the versatile everyday living conditions
of women, and how they are represented as individuals and as a category in the media. Contributors
to the book start their discussion from the point that women in India have a varied experience of
living, thinking, and acting specific to the regional cultural context. Caste ideology specified
privileges and sanctions according to innate attributes, differ by sex as well as ethnicity, class, caste,
minority status, and marginal position intersect lives and render unique life experiences. With a
focus on women and their lived experiences, performances by them and performances imitating



women’s roles, the book offers a complex and rich analysis of the reality of women'’s lives based on
research and reflections by 25 scholars. Organised into two sections, the book presents women in
reality, their living conditions, struggles, and women as represented in films, stories, framed in plots
sometimes by women and sometimes by men. The chapters provide insights on how institutionalised
gender distinctions create subordination and marginality of women and their struggles to survive in
a society dominated by heteropatriarchal ideology and its practice. This book improves our
understanding of various dimensions of gender and transgender relations in India. It will be of
interest to researchers in Gender Studies, South Asian Culture and Society, and Studies on India.

indian english language movie: Profiles in Enterprise: Inspiring Stories of Indian
Business Leaders Peter Church, 2015-01-26 Profiles in Enterprise, an inspirational book on the life
stories of twenty-three Indian business leaders is a candid account of men and women who have
added value to their businesses or professions and most certainly to India as a nation. From the
importance of hard work to perfect timing, and from sharing wealth to the grit and determination to
never give in; these profiles share stories of entrepreneurs, ever ready to take risks and on a path to
a never-ending success. Enlightening, and full of fascinating anecdotes, these personal journeys are
a must read for a growing breed of first-generation entrepreneurs.

indian english language movie: Exploring Caste and Sexuality in Indian English Writing
Lucky Issar, 2024-01-16 Exploring Caste and Sexuality in Indian English Writing: Outcast
Subcultures examines the ways in which caste intersects and shapes matters of desire, gender,
religion, and language. It demonstrates how postcolonial upper-caste theorists and fiction writers
obscure caste, and when they do discuss it, they seem to reinforce it. Dominant brahminic discourse
discusses issues concerning women's rights, equality, justice, and neocolonialism, but ignores
caste-based discrimination and exclusion and the practice of untouchability which are everyday
occurrences in Indian life. To understand the brahminic obsession with caste and sexuality, this book
examines the works of Arundhati Roy, V. S. Naipaul, R. K. Narayan, and M. K. Gandhi, making a
compelling argument that the freedom of choice in matters of sexuality was not unknown in
medieval and ancient India: If the urban elite pursues desire freely today, so did the upper-caste
men and women of Vatsyana's time. Unlike the upper-caste elite, caste regulated 'ordinary people' or
Dalits then just as it regulates them now, which suggests how the brahminic elite in different epochs
creates non-normative spaces for itself without giving up caste order.

indian english language movie: Mass Media and American Politics Johanna Dunaway,
Doris A. Graber, 2022-02-05 A comprehensive, trusted core text on media’s impact on attitudes,
behavior, elections, politics, and policymaking, Mass Media and American Politics is known for its
readable introduction to the literature and theory of the field, and for staying current with each new
edition on issues of new and social media, media ownership, the regulatory environment,
infotainment, and war-time reporting. Written by the late Doris Graber--a scholar who has played an
enormous role in establishing and shaping the field of mass media and American politics--and now
lead by Johanna Dunaway, this book has set the standard for the course. New to this edition:
Extensive coverage of political misinformation - the role changing communication technologies and
mass media more generally are playing in its consumption and dissemination, as well as how the
press is handling and should handle reporting on political misinformation, especially as it pertains to
the presidency, elections, and crises like Covid-19. Updated coverage of the role social media and
other popular digital platforms are playing (or not playing) in the effort to stop the spread of mis-
and dis-information on their platforms, with special attention to both foreign and domestic efforts to
use these platforms to incite violence, cause confusion about, and/or encourage distrust in,
democratic institutions. Expanded treatment of rising affective, social, and ideological polarization in
politics, with a special focus on whether and how mass media are contributing to these forms of
polarization. New updates on causes and consequences of expanding news deserts, declining local
news, and rampant growth of hedge-fund media ownership. Up to date coverage of what researchers
are learning about the implications of growth in digital, social and mobile media use. What does it
mean for attention to news and politics?



indian english language movie: Screening Culture Heather Norris Nicholson, 2003-01-01 The
lives of Indigenous peoples have long been framed for the outside world by others' cinematic gaze.
But during the past thirty years, North America's Indigenous image-makers, particularly in Canada,
have used the changing technologies of film, video, television, and computer to present their
peoples' histories, identities, and perspectives. This edited collection of essays, conversations, and
interviews combines Indigenous and non-Indigenous voices as it sets changing representations of
Indigenous people on screen against broader socio-cultural, ideological, and economic
considerations.

indian english language movie: Fodor's Essential India Fodor's Travel Guides, 2015-03-31
Written by locals, Fodor's travel guides have been offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets
for 80 years. India is a country of vibrant and enticing contrasts: exquisite palaces are juxtaposed
against simple temples, and modern high-tech industry coexists with ancient customs and rituals.
There's much to see and do in this vast and geographically diverse country, and Fodor's Essential
India covers the must-see sights better than anyone else. This travel guide includes: - Dozens of
full-color maps - An 8-page color insert with a brief introduction and spectacular photos that capture
the top experiences and attractions throughout India - Hundreds of hotel and restaurant
recommendations, with Fodor's Choice designating our top picks - Multiple itineraries to explore the
top attractions and what’s off the beaten path - Side Trips from Delhi including Agra and environs,
Khajuraho, and Varanasi - Coverage of Delhi, Rajasthan, Mumbai, Goa, Kerala, and Kolkata

indian english language movie: India Prakash Chander, 2003 This Book Merits The Attention
Of South Asia Experts, Diplomats And Policy Makers Of Developed Countries.

indian english language movie: Perspectives on Indian English Fiction Jaydipsinh Dodiya,
2006 Contributed articles on 20th century English fiction.

indian english language movie: Becoming American, Being Indian Madhulika S. Khandelwal,
2018-08-06 Since the 1960s the number of Indian immigrants and their descendants living in the
United States has grown dramatically. During the same period, the make-up of this community has
also changed—the highly educated professional elite who came to this country from the subcontinent
in the 1960s has given way to a population encompassing many from the working and middle
classes. In her fascinating account of Indian immigrants in New York City, Madhulika S. Khandelwal
explores the ways in which their world has evolved over four decades.How did this highly diverse
ethnic group form an identity and community? Drawing on her extensive interviews with
immigrants, Khandelwal examines the transplanting of Indian culture onto the Manhattan and
Queens landscapes. She considers festivals and media, food and dress, religious activities of
followers of different faiths, work and class, gender and generational differences, and the
emergence of a variety of associations.Khandelwal analyzes how this growing ethnic community has
gradually become more Indian, with a stronger religious focus, larger family networks, and
increasingly traditional marriage patterns. She discusses as well the ways in which the American
experience has altered the lives of her subjects.

indian english language movie: Piracy in the Indian Film Industry Arul George Scaria,
2014-05-15 This book studies the social, cultural, historical, legal and economic dimensions of
copyright piracy in India.
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landed and I'll be honest, I don't see any changes. My ride in a 2021 Challenger DH. One of the
updates listed is the following:

2025 Scout Tuning | Indian Motorcycle Forum I bought my 2025 scout bobber May 10th last
week I taken her back to the Indian dealership and the did the performance re-mapping for $319.00.
This tune gave my bike

Gilroy Era Indian Specific Forum This era of Indian Motorcycles were produced by the Indian
Motorcycle Company of America These Indians were manufactured in 1999 at the former CMC's
facilities in Gilroy,

Indian Roadmaster - Indian Motorcycle Forum Indian Roadmaster model specific forum
Indian Challenger/Chieftain PowerPlus - Indian Motorcycle Forum Indian
Challenger/Chieftain PowerPlus model specific forum

Indian Motorcycles Classifieds | Indian Motorcycle Forum Want to Buy LTB 2021 Indian
Roadmaster in Turquoise & Pearl White $1.00 TheRamblinMan Richmond, Virginia 6 728 For Sale
2017 Indian Classic Scout in

Indian Motorcycle General Discussion General discussion of Indian Motorcycles for topics that
don't fit into the other more specific categories
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