independent trucks size guide

independent trucks size guide provides essential information for skateboarders seeking
the perfect fit for their riding style and deck size. Choosing the right size of Independent
trucks is crucial for improving stability, control, and overall performance. This
comprehensive guide covers the various sizes of Independent trucks, how to measure
them correctly, and the factors to consider when selecting the right pair. Additionally, the
article delves into how different truck sizes affect skateboarding techniques and the
compatibility with different skateboard decks. Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned
skater, understanding the Independent trucks size guide will help you make an informed
decision to enhance your skateboarding experience. Below is an overview of the main
topics covered in this guide.

¢ Understanding Independent Trucks Sizes

How to Measure Independent Trucks

Choosing the Right Size for Your Deck

Impact of Truck Size on Skateboarding Performance

Popular Independent Truck Models and Their Sizes

Understanding Independent Trucks Sizes

Independent trucks come in various sizes designed to fit different skateboard deck widths
and rider preferences. The size of a truck is primarily determined by the axle width, which
corresponds to the width of the skateboard deck. Independent trucks are known for their
durability and precision, offering sizes that cater to street, park, and ramp skating. The
main sizes typically range from 129mm to 159mm in axle width, allowing skaters to select
trucks that provide optimal balance and maneuverability.

Truck Width and Axle Width Explained

The axle width is the length of the metal rod that extends from one end of the truck to the
other, where the wheels are mounted. It is important that the axle width closely matches
the skateboard deck width to ensure stability and prevent wheel bite. Independent trucks
are labeled by their hanger width, which is the width of the main T-shaped part of the
truck, but the axle width is usually about 2 inches wider than the hanger width.

Common Sizes Available

Independent trucks are available in several sizes, with the most common being:



129mm (hanger width 5.0 inches) - suitable for decks 7.5” to 7.75” wide

139mm (hanger width 5.25 inches) - suitable for decks 7.75” to 8.0” wide

144mm (hanger width 5.5 inches) - suitable for decks 8.0” to 8.25” wide

149mm (hanger width 5.6 inches) - suitable for decks 8.25” to 8.5” wide

159mm (hanger width 5.75 inches) - suitable for decks 8.5” and wider

How to Measure Independent Trucks

Accurately measuring Independent trucks is vital to ensure compatibility with the
skateboard deck. There are specific measurements skateboarders should be aware of
when selecting trucks.

Measuring the Hanger Width

The hanger width is measured from one end of the hanger to the other, excluding the axle
extensions. This measurement determines the truck size and is often used by Independent
to classify their trucks. For example, a 139 truck has a 5.25-inch hanger width.

Measuring the Axle Width

The axle width is the total length from one wheel mounting end to the other. This
measurement corresponds to the deck width range that the truck fits. Measuring axle
width helps confirm that the wheels align properly with the skateboard deck edges,
preventing overhang or excessive space.

Measuring Your Skateboard Deck

To find the right truck size, measure the width of the skateboard deck from one edge to
the other at the widest point. This measurement should then be matched with the
appropriate truck size. Independent trucks size guide recommends that axle width be as
close as possible to the deck width.

Choosing the Right Size for Your Deck

Selecting the correct Independent truck size depends primarily on the deck width and the
rider’s style. Choosing a truck that is too narrow or too wide can negatively affect
performance and control.



Matching Truck Size to Deck Width

The general rule of thumb is to pick truck axle widths that match the skateboard deck
width within a quarter inch range. This helps maintain proper wheel alignment and
stability.

Considerations for Different Skateboarding Styles

Riders focused on technical street skating often prefer slightly narrower trucks for quicker
turns and flip tricks, while vert or ramp skaters might opt for wider trucks for enhanced
stability. Independent trucks size guide encourages skaters to consider their skating
discipline when selecting truck size.

Adjusting for Personal Preference

Some skaters may choose to experiment with slightly different truck sizes to suit their
comfort and style. However, it is essential to stay within recommended size ranges to
avoid issues such as wheel bite or unstable landings.

Impact of Truck Size on Skateboarding
Performance

The size of Independent trucks directly affects the skateboard’s handling, balance, and
overall ride quality. Understanding these impacts helps skaters make informed decisions.

Stability and Balance

Wider trucks provide increased stability and balance, especially at high speeds or during
landings from tricks. They are ideal for cruising, downhill, and transition skating where
steadiness is crucial.

Maneuverability and Turning

Narrower trucks allow for quicker turns and more responsive control, benefiting technical
street skaters who perform tight maneuvers and tricks. However, excessively narrow
trucks can lead to instability.

Wheel Bite Prevention

Proper truck size helps prevent wheel bite, which occurs when the wheels touch the deck
during sharp turns, causing sudden stops and falls. Independent trucks size guide
emphasizes the importance of matching truck size to deck width to minimize this risk.



Popular Independent Truck Models and Their
Sizes

Independent offers several truck models tailored to different skating needs, each available
in various sizes. Understanding the sizing options across models helps skaters choose the
best fit.

Standard Stage 11 Trucks

The Stage 11 is Independent’s flagship truck model, known for its strength and reliability.
It comes in all standard sizes from 129mm to 159mm to fit a wide range of deck widths.

Independent Forged Hollow Trucks

These lightweight trucks are designed for advanced skaters seeking performance without
added weight. They are available in sizes that mirror the Stage 11 lineup, providing
options for all deck widths.

Independent Titanium Trucks

Offering premium strength and reduced weight, titanium trucks come in selected sizes
such as 139mm and 149mm, ideal for skaters who want durability combined with
lightness.

Size Chart Overview

129mm trucks: decks 7.5”-7.75"

139mm trucks: decks 7.75”-8.0"

144mm trucks: decks 8.07-8.25”

149mm trucks: decks 8.25”-8.5"

159mm trucks: decks 8.5” and above

Frequently Asked Questions



What sizes do Independent Trucks come in?

Independent Trucks typically come in sizes ranging from 129mm to 159mm axle width,
accommodating different deck widths and rider preferences.

How do I choose the right size Independent Trucks for
my skateboard?

Choose truck size based on your skateboard deck width. For decks 7.5" to 8.0", go for
129mm or 139mm trucks; for 8.0" to 8.5" decks, 139mm to 149mm trucks work best; for
decks 8.5" and wider, 149mm to 159mm trucks are recommended.

What does the truck size number represent on
Independent Trucks?

The truck size number usually refers to the axle width in millimeters, indicating the
distance between the outer edges of the truck's axles.

Are Independent Trucks sizes compatible with all
skateboard deck widths?

No, Independent Trucks sizes are designed to match specific deck widths for optimal
performance and stability; using mismatched sizes can affect the ride quality.

Does the size of Independent Trucks affect
skateboarding performance?

Yes, truck size affects turning responsiveness and stability. Smaller trucks are lighter and
turn easier, while larger trucks provide more stability, especially at higher speeds.

Can I use smaller Independent Trucks on a wider
skateboard deck?

Using smaller trucks on wider decks can cause instability and wheel bite, so it is
recommended to match truck size with the deck width for safety and performance.

Where can I find a detailed Independent Trucks size
guide?

You can find detailed size guides on the official Independent Trucks website, skate shops,
and reputable skateboarding gear retailers online.

Do Independent Trucks sizes differ between models like
Stage 11 and Stage 10?

While core sizing standards remain consistent, some models like Stage 11 may have slight



variations in geometry or height, but the axle width sizing generally stays the same across
models.

Additional Resources

1. Ultimate Independent Truck Size Guide: Choosing the Perfect Fit for Your Skateboard
This comprehensive guide breaks down the different sizes of independent trucks and how
to select the ideal size for your skateboard deck. It covers measurements, compatibility,
and the impact of truck size on performance. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced
skater, this book helps you make informed decisions to enhance your ride.

2. Mastering Truck Sizes: A Skateboarder’s Handbook to Independent Trucks

Delve into the world of independent trucks with this detailed handbook focused on size
variations and their effects. It explains the technical aspects of truck dimensions and
provides practical advice for matching trucks to various deck widths. The book also
includes tips on customizing your setup for street, park, or cruising styles.

3. Independent Truck Size Explained: A Practical Guide for Skaters

This book offers a clear and straightforward explanation of independent truck sizes,
making it easy for readers to understand the nuances of truck width, height, and axle
length. It emphasizes how size influences stability, turning, and grinding performance.
With diagrams and size charts, it’s an essential resource for skateboard enthusiasts.

4. The Science of Independent Truck Sizing: Enhancing Skateboard Performance

Explore the physics behind independent truck sizing and how it affects skateboard
dynamics. This book combines scientific principles with real-world testing to guide skaters
in selecting the perfect truck size. It also discusses the relationship between truck size,
wheel size, and deck dimensions for optimal balance.

5. Independent Trucks Size Guide for Beginners: Start Your Skateboarding Journey Right
Designed specifically for newcomers, this guide simplifies the process of choosing the
right independent truck size. It explains the basics of truck anatomy and sizing in an
accessible way, helping beginners avoid common mistakes. The book also offers
recommendations based on riding style and skill level.

6. Customizing Your Ride: Independent Truck Sizes and Skateboard Setup

This book focuses on how different independent truck sizes can be used to customize your
skateboard for specific tricks and terrains. It includes interviews with professional skaters
and their preferred truck setups. Readers will learn how to adjust truck size to improve
control, speed, and durability.

7. The Complete Independent Truck Size Reference Manual

A definitive reference manual that catalogs every independent truck size available on the
market. It provides detailed specifications, compatibility charts, and comparative analyses.
This manual is ideal for retailers, technicians, and serious skaters looking to deepen their
technical knowledge.

8. Independent Truck Sizing and Maintenance: A Rider’s Guide
Beyond sizing, this guide covers maintenance tips tailored to different independent truck
sizes. It explains how proper care can extend the life of your trucks and maintain



performance. The book also includes troubleshooting advice related to size-specific wear
and tear issues.

9. Skateboard Setup Essentials: Understanding Independent Truck Sizes

This essential guide helps skaters understand how independent truck sizes fit into the
larger context of skateboard setup. It combines size selection with advice on wheels,
decks, and bushings for a harmonious ride. Perfect for those looking to optimize their
skateboard’s performance from the ground up.
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