
in times of war the law falls silent

in times of war the law falls silent is a profound and often debated maxim
that encapsulates the complex relationship between legal norms and the
exigencies of armed conflict. This phrase highlights the tension between the
rule of law and the harsh realities that governments and societies face when
confronted with war. While laws are designed to maintain order and justice
during peace, wartime conditions frequently challenge their application and
enforcement. This article explores the historical origins, legal
interpretations, and ethical implications of the notion that law recedes
during war. Additionally, it examines how international law attempts to
regulate conduct even amidst conflict, and the consequences when legal norms
are disregarded. Understanding this principle is crucial for comprehending
the balance between security and justice in times of crisis. The following
sections provide a detailed analysis of this enduring concept.

Historical Origins of the Phrase

Legal Interpretations During Wartime

International Humanitarian Law and Its Role

Ethical and Moral Considerations

Modern Examples and Implications

Historical Origins of the Phrase
The phrase "in times of war the law falls silent," often attributed to the
Roman jurist Cicero, reflects a long-standing recognition of the disruption
war causes to normal legal processes. Cicero's original Latin expression,
"Inter arma enim silent leges," translates directly to this concept and has
been cited throughout history to emphasize how legal systems become
subordinate to military necessity in wartime. The saying captures the reality
that laws, designed for peaceful governance, often struggle to function
amidst the chaos and urgency of armed conflict.

Roman Legal Context
In ancient Rome, the maxim underscored the idea that during civil unrest or
war, the usual legal protections and civil liberties might be suspended to
preserve the state. This suspension was not necessarily a rejection of law
but rather an acknowledgment that extraordinary circumstances require
extraordinary measures. Roman law laid the groundwork for later legal



traditions that grapple with balancing security and liberty.

Evolution Through History
Throughout medieval and early modern periods, the concept evolved as monarchs
and governments exercised emergency powers in wartime. The phrase was invoked
to justify suspensions of due process, censorship, and even martial law.
However, it also prompted debates about the limits of such powers and the
potential for abuse. The historical use of this principle reveals a
persistent tension between maintaining order and upholding justice.

Legal Interpretations During Wartime
Legal systems around the world have developed mechanisms to address the
challenges posed by war, but the principle that law falls silent remains a
contentious issue. In times of armed conflict, normal judicial procedures may
be altered, and certain rights curtailed. Yet, this does not imply a complete
absence of law but rather a transformation in its application.

Suspension of Civil Liberties
Governments often invoke emergency powers to suspend or limit civil liberties
during war, including freedom of speech, assembly, and due process. Such
suspensions are typically justified by the need to maintain national security
and public order. However, these measures must be balanced against the risk
of infringing on fundamental human rights.

Martial Law and Military Jurisdiction
Martial law represents a formal legal mechanism where military authorities
assume control over civilian governance and legal proceedings. This often
occurs in occupied territories or during internal conflicts. While martial
law aims to restore order, it also raises concerns about accountability and
the protection of individual rights under military jurisdiction.

Emergency Legislation
Emergency legislation allows governments to enact laws swiftly to address
wartime exigencies. These laws may grant expanded powers to security forces,
impose curfews, or regulate resources. The challenge lies in ensuring that
such legislation remains temporary and subject to oversight to prevent long-
term erosion of legal norms.



International Humanitarian Law and Its Role
Despite the notion that law falls silent in war, international humanitarian
law (IHL) strives to impose legal constraints on the conduct of hostilities
and protect those affected by armed conflict. IHL represents a body of rules
designed specifically to function during war, aiming to balance military
necessity with humanitarian considerations.

Geneva Conventions
The Geneva Conventions are cornerstone treaties in international law that
establish protections for wounded soldiers, prisoners of war, and civilians.
These conventions codify principles such as distinction, proportionality, and
humane treatment, attempting to prevent the complete disregard of law during
wartime.

Customary International Law
Beyond treaties, customary international law includes unwritten rules derived
from consistent state practice and opinio juris. These norms further bind
parties to conflict, prohibiting acts such as torture, genocide, and
targeting civilians. The persistence of these laws reflects international
consensus that some legal principles must remain inviolable, even in war.

Limitations and Enforcement Challenges
While international humanitarian law provides a framework for legal conduct
in war, enforcement remains problematic. Violations often occur, and
accountability mechanisms face political and practical obstacles. This gap
between law and practice fuels the perception that law falls silent during
armed conflict.

Ethical and Moral Considerations
The assertion that law falls silent in wartime raises significant ethical
questions about justice, human rights, and the moral limits of state power.
The balance between security and liberty becomes a central concern, as
actions taken in the name of war may have lasting repercussions on societies
and individuals.

Just War Theory
Just War Theory provides a moral framework to evaluate the justification for
war (jus ad bellum) and the conduct within war (jus in bello). It emphasizes



principles such as legitimate authority, proportionality, and discrimination
between combatants and non-combatants. This theory challenges the notion that
law must fall silent by insisting on ethical constraints.

Human Rights in Wartime
Even during armed conflict, human rights law continues to apply, although
some rights may be limited temporarily. The ethical imperative to protect
life, dignity, and freedom remains, underscoring the importance of
maintaining legal standards and resisting the complete suspension of law.

Dangers of Unchecked Power
When legal protections fall silent, the risk of abuse and injustice
increases. Wartime measures can lead to human rights violations, war crimes,
and authoritarianism. Ethical considerations demand vigilance to prevent the
erosion of legal norms and to promote accountability.

Modern Examples and Implications
In contemporary conflicts, the phrase "in times of war the law falls silent"
continues to resonate as governments and international bodies navigate the
complex interplay of security, law, and human rights. Case studies provide
insight into how this principle manifests today and its implications for
international relations and domestic governance.

Post-9/11 Security Measures
The global response to terrorism following the September 11 attacks involved
significant expansions of government powers, including detention without
trial, surveillance, and targeted killings. These measures sparked debate
over the extent to which legal norms can be suspended in the name of national
security.

International Criminal Tribunals
Institutions such as the International Criminal Court and ad hoc tribunals
have sought to hold perpetrators of war crimes accountable, reinforcing the
idea that law does not completely fall silent in war. These efforts aim to
close the gap between legal principles and wartime realities.



Challenges in Contemporary Conflicts
Modern warfare, including asymmetric conflicts and cyber warfare, presents
new challenges to the application of law in war. Issues such as the legality
of drone strikes, treatment of combatants, and protection of civilians remain
contentious, highlighting the ongoing struggle to uphold legal standards
amidst evolving warfare.

Historical origins and legal traditions

Suspension of civil liberties and martial law

International humanitarian law frameworks

Ethical principles guiding wartime conduct

Contemporary case studies and legal challenges

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'in times of war the law falls
silent' mean?
The phrase suggests that during war, normal legal rules and protections are
often suspended or ignored as military necessity and security concerns take
precedence.

Who originally said 'in times of war the law falls
silent'?
The phrase is often attributed to the Roman lawyer and statesman Cicero, who
said 'Inter arma enim silent leges,' meaning 'In times of arms, the laws fall
silent.'

How is the concept 'in times of war the law falls
silent' viewed in modern international law?
Modern international law seeks to uphold legal protections even during war,
such as through the Geneva Conventions, though certain rights may be limited,
the law does not entirely 'fall silent.'



What are some examples where 'the law falls silent'
during wartime?
Examples include the suspension of habeas corpus, censorship of the press,
military tribunals replacing civilian courts, and curfews imposed on civilian
populations during wartime emergencies.

Can the principle 'in times of war the law falls
silent' be justified ethically?
This principle is controversial; some argue it is necessary for national
security and survival, while others contend that abandoning the rule of law
leads to abuses and undermines justice and human rights.

Additional Resources
1. In Times of War: The Silence of Justice
This book explores the fragile nature of legal systems during armed
conflicts, illustrating how laws are often ignored or suspended when war
breaks out. Through historical case studies, it reveals the consequences of
such breakdowns on civil rights and international order. The author argues
for stronger legal frameworks to protect justice even in the midst of chaos.

2. When Law Falls Silent: The Moral Challenges of War
Focusing on the ethical dilemmas faced by nations and individuals during
wartime, this book delves into how the suspension of law affects moral
decision-making. It examines the balance between security and liberty, and
the price societies pay when justice is put on hold. Philosophical
perspectives and wartime anecdotes provide a comprehensive understanding of
this issue.

3. The Vanishing Rule of Law in Wartime
This work investigates the decline of legal authority during periods of
intense conflict, highlighting examples from both recent and historical wars.
The author discusses how governments justify overrides of legal norms and the
impact on human rights. It offers recommendations for maintaining legal
accountability even under extreme circumstances.

4. Justice in the Shadow of War
A deep dive into the struggles of maintaining judicial processes during
military conflicts, this book presents stories of judges, lawyers, and
activists who strive to uphold the law. It evaluates international efforts,
such as war crimes tribunals, aimed at restoring justice post-conflict. The
narrative underscores the resilience and importance of legal institutions.

5. Lawlessness and Conflict: When Order Breaks Down
This title examines the chaotic aftermath of war where legal systems
collapse, leading to widespread lawlessness. It covers the social and



political ramifications of such breakdowns and the challenges in rebuilding
legal order. The book also discusses transitional justice mechanisms that
help societies recover.

6. War's Silence on Law: The Price of Security
Analyzing the tension between national security measures and legal
protections, this book reveals how governments often prioritize security over
law during wartime. It critiques policies that erode civil liberties and the
long-term effects on democracy. The author calls for vigilance to prevent the
normalization of legal silence.

7. When the Guns Speak Louder Than the Law
This historical study traces various conflicts where military power
overshadowed legal authority, leading to abuses and impunity. It highlights
the role of international law and the difficulties in enforcing it amid
violence. Through vivid narratives, the book emphasizes the need for stronger
global legal enforcement.

8. The Silent Collapse: Law and Order in Wartime Societies
Focusing on societies engulfed in war, this book explores how legal
institutions deteriorate and the resulting impact on civilians. It discusses
the emergence of alternative forms of justice and the struggle to reinstate
formal legal systems. The analysis offers insights into post-war
reconciliation and rebuilding.

9. Between War and Justice: The Fragile Line
This book investigates the precarious balance between warfare and the pursuit
of justice, highlighting moments when the law is deliberately sidelined. It
includes discussions on international humanitarian law and its enforcement
challenges. The author advocates for stronger international cooperation to
uphold the law even during conflict.
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  in times of war the law falls silent: Deep Space Nine Companion Terry J. Erdmann, Paula
M. Block, 2000 Lavishly illustrated with a wealth of rare photos and drawings, this is the first and
only fully authorized, comprehensive companion to seven seasons of the television show TV Guide
called the best acted, written, produced, and altogether finest of the four Trek series.
  in times of war the law falls silent: War Law Fouad Sabry, 2024-10-13 In international
relations, understanding the legal frameworks governing warfare is essential. War Law explores the
intricate legal principles shaping armed conflict, balancing military necessity and humanitarian
concerns, and highlighting the law’s profound impact on war. 1: Law of War: Foundational principles
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governing armed conflict, shaping modern legal norms. 2: War Crime: Definitions and examples of
war crimes and their global implications. 3: Geneva Protocol: Historic and legal significance in
protecting conflict victims. 4: Fourth Geneva Convention: Provisions focused on the protection of
civilians during war. 5: Civilian: Legal protections for civilians and responsibilities of combatants. 6:
Unlawful Combatant: Controversial category, their legal status and treatment. 7: Combatant: Rights
and obligations of recognized combatants in conflict. 8: Non-combatant: Role and protections for
non-combatants in conflict zones. 9: Hague Conventions of 1899 and 1907: Influence on modern
international humanitarian law. 10: International Humanitarian Law: Laws designed to limit the
effects of armed conflict. 11: Protocol I: Additional protocols protecting victims of international
conflicts. 12: War and Environmental Law: Legal constraints on environmental damage during
conflict. 13: Military Necessity: Balancing operational needs with humanitarian considerations. 14:
Distinction (Law): Combatants must differentiate between military and civilian targets. 15: Martens
Clause: Ensures protections even when specific rules aren't in place. 16: Aerial Bombardment and
International Law: Regulating aerial bombardments and their civilian impact. 17: Explosive Weapon:
Legal implications of using explosive weapons in conflict. 18: Geneva Conventions: Humanitarian
standards established in wartime. 19: Protocol on Incendiary Weapons: Regulating incendiary
weapons’ use and their effects. 20: Torture in International Law: The absolute prohibition of torture
under international law. 21: Indiscriminate Attack: Legal prohibitions on indiscriminate attacks,
ensuring distinction. War Law is an invaluable resource for professionals, students, and enthusiasts
alike. It offers deep insights into the legal complexities of warfare, making it a must-have for anyone
serious about understanding war law. Its coverage ensures lasting value for readers.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Shooting Up Łukasz Kamieński, 2017 From
hallucinogenic mushrooms and LSD, to coca and cocaine; from Homeric warriors and the Assassins
to the first Gulf War and today's global insurgents - drugs have sustained warriors in the field and
have been used as weapons of warfare, either as non-lethal psychochemical weapons or as a means
of subversion. Lukasz Kamienski explores why and how drugs have been issued to soldiers to
increase their battlefield performance, boost their courage and alleviate stress and fear - as well as
for medical purposes. He also delves into the history of psychoactive substances that combatants
'self-prescribe', a practice which dates as far back as the Vikings. Shooting Up is a comprehensive
and original history of the relationship between fighting men and intoxicants, from Antiquity till the
present day, and looks at how drugs will determine the wars of the future in unforeseen and
remarkable ways.
  in times of war the law falls silent: The War on Terror and the Laws of War Geoffrey S. Corn,
2015 Many years after the United States initiated a military response to the terrorist attacks of
September 11th, 2001, the nation continues to prosecute what it considers an armed conflict against
transnational terrorist groups. Understanding how the law of armed conflict applies to and regulates
military operations executed within the scope of this armed conflict against transnational non-state
terrorist groups is as important today as it was in September 2001. In The War on Terror and the
Laws of War seven legal scholars, each with experience as military officers, focus on how to strike
an effective balance between the necessity of using armed violence to subdue a threat to the nation
with the humanitarian interest of mitigating the suffering inevitably associated with that use. Each
chapter addresses a specific operational issue, including the national right of self-defense, military
targeting and the use of drones, detention, interrogation, trial by military commission of captured
terrorist operatives, and the impact of battlefield perspectives on counter-terror military operations,
while illustrating how the law of armed conflict influences resolution of that issue. This Second
Edition carries on the critical mission of continuing the ongoing dialogue about the law from an
unabashedly military perspective, bringing practical wisdom to the contentious topic of applying
international law to the battlefield.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Hashtag Jurisprudence Sharp, Cassandra, 2022-02-11
This thoroughly engaging book uses empirical analysis to illustrate that the response of individuals
to global terror events, via social media, provokes an opportunity to interpret the ways in which



individuals view their place in the world and their relation to law and justice. It is through analysing
these responses that Cassandra Sharp demonstrates that a ‘hashtag jurisprudence’ can be
constructed.
  in times of war the law falls silent: The Retrieval of Liberalism in Policing Luke William
Hunt, 2019 Policing in liberal societies has become illiberal in light of its response to both internal
and external threats to security. The Retrieval of Liberalism in Policing provides an account of what
it might mean to retrieve policing that is consistent with the limits imposed by the basic legal and
philosophical tenets of liberalism.
  in times of war the law falls silent: American Science Fiction Television and Space Joel
Hawkes, Alexander Christie, Tom Nienhuis, 2023-03-05 This collection reads the science fiction
genre and television medium as examples of heterotopia (and television as science fiction
technology), in which forms, processes, and productions of space and time collide – a multiplicity of
spaces produced and (re)configured. The book looks to be a heterotopic production, with different
chapters and “spaces” (of genre, production, mediums, technologies, homes, bodies, etc), reflecting,
refracting, and colliding to offer insight into spatial relationships and the implications of these
spaces for a society that increasingly inhabits the world through the space of the screen. A focus on
American science fiction offers further spatial focus for this study – a question of geographical and
cultural borders and influence not only in terms of American science fiction but American television
and streaming services. The (contested) hegemonic nature of American science fiction television will
be discussed alongside a nation that has significantly been understood, even produced, through the
television screen. Essays will examine the various (re)configurations, or productions, of space as
they collapse into the science fiction heterotopia of television since 1987, the year Star Trek: Next
Generation began airing.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Just Peace After Conflict Stahn Carsten [VNV], Jens
Iverson, Rafael Braga da Silva, 2020 As contemporary studies have increasingly viewed just post
bellum to the concept of peace, or the law of peace, so opinions concerning what a 'just peace' could
look like have diverged. Is it merely an elusive ideal? Or is it predominantly procedural justice? Is it
dependent on concessions and compromise? In this volume, the third output of a major research
project on Jus Post Bellum, Carsten Stahn, Jens Iverson, and Jennifer Easterday bring together a
team of experts to explore the issues surrounding a just peace, what it is composed of, and how it
makes itself felt in the modern world, concluding that a just peace is not only related to form and
  in times of war the law falls silent: In the Name of Justice Weifang He, 2012-11-05 This
ebook is now available from Bloomsbury Academic. Bloomsbury Academic publish acclaimed
resources for undergraduate and postgraduate courses, as well as the general reader, across a
broad range of subjects including Archaeology, Art & Visual Culture, Biblical Studies, Business &
Management, Drama & Performance Studies, Economics, Education, Film & Media, History,
Linguistics, Literary Studies, Music & Sound Studies, Philosophy, Politics & International Relations,
Psychology, Religious Studies, Social Work & Social Welfare, Sociology, Study Skills, Theology, and
Wellbeing, Health & Lifestyle. Visit bloomsbury.com for more information.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Shadow (Book 1) Sophia Gray, This is book 1 of the War
Reapers MC series! Books 2 and 3 are available everywhere now! I took her in the shadows, so no
one could hear her scream. NIC My days are filled with violence, my nights with blood. The most
dangerous crime lord in the city wants my MC slaughtered. It’s why I ride alone. Any woman in my
life has to leave the next morning – for her own safety. But when Lauren walks into my biker bar on
Christmas, looking sweet and innocent and seductive? I can’t resist. I take her home. I make her
scream my name until her throat is hoarse. I give her a night to remember. But then she disappears.
Months later, I’m in the battle of a lifetime, trying to keep my MC alive. But guess who I end up
saving one night? Lauren. And to make things worse? She’s carrying my child. Now she—and the
baby she carries—are in mortal danger. And it might cost me everything to keep them both safe.
LAUREN When my boyfriend dumps me, I refuse to spend Christmas alone. I go to the place I’ve
always been too scared to enter: the city’s biker bar. There, I see the most gorgeous man. With



muscles rippling and tattoos all over his body, he puts me under his spell. When Nic says he’s taking
me to his bed? I don’t resist. He gives me the greatest pleasure I’ve ever known. All through the
night, he claims me. But that one night has consequences. Because now I’m pregnant with Nic’s
baby. I don’t know how to tell him. How can a man like him be a father? But when he rescues me,
keeps me safe, I want to believe we can be a family. Can I tell him I love him—before it’s too late?
*** SHADOW is about Nic and Lauren, a bad boy biker and an innocent girl. They were from two
different worlds, but in this new adult contemporary romance, they find their way into each other’s
arms. The dark romance story with sex and passion is an exciting, action-filled read. It will quickly
become your favorite alpha male bad boy biker romance series of all-time – guaranteed! So check
out this romance thriller suspense right now!
  in times of war the law falls silent: Judicial Review of National Security David Scharia,
2015 In recent years, countries around the world introduced numerous national security programs
and military campaigns. Despite the complex legal questions they raise, very few of these measures
have been the subject of rigorous judicial review. Nevertheless, the absence of real-time review has
had an enormous effect on human rights, rule of law, and on national security. The Supreme Court of
Israel provides an excellent case study of a different approach, which allows judges to assess
military action in real-time and to issue non-binding results of their evaluation. This raises the
question: How was the Court actually able to uphold this challenge? In Judicial Review of National
Security, David Scharia explains how the Supreme Court of Israel developed unconventional judicial
review tools and practices that allowed it to provide judicial guidance to the Executive in real-time.
In this book, he argues that courts could play a much more dominant role in reviewing national
security, and demonstrates the importance of intensive real-time inter-branch dialogue with the
Executive, as a tool used by the Israeli Court to provide such review. This book aims to show that if
one Supreme Court was able to provide rigorous judicial review of national security in real-time,
then we should reconsider the conventional wisdom regarding the limits of judicial review of
national security.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Tea James R. Fichter, 2023-12-15 In Tea, James R. Fichter
reveals that despite the so-called Boston Tea Party in 1773, two large shipments of tea from the East
India Company survived and were ultimately drunk in North America. Their survival shaped the
politics of the years ahead, impeded efforts to reimburse the company for the tea lost in Boston
Harbor, and hinted at the enduring potency of consumerism in revolutionary politics. Tea protests
were widespread in 1774, but so were tea advertisements and tea sales, Fichter argues. The protests
were noisy and sometimes misleading performances, not clear signs that tea consumption was
unpopular. Revolutionaries vilified tea in their propaganda and prohibited the importation and
consumption of tea and British goods. Yet merchant ledgers reveal these goods were still widely sold
and consumed in 1775. Colonists supported Patriots more than they abided by non-consumption.
When Congress ended its prohibition against tea in 1776, it reasoned that the ban was too widely
violated to enforce. War was a more effective means than boycott for resisting Parliament, after all,
and as rebel arms advanced, Patriots seized tea and other goods Britons left behind. By 1776,
protesters sought tea and, objecting to its high price, redistributed rather than destroyed it. Yet as
Fichter demonstrates in Tea, by then the commodity was not a symbol of the British state, but of
American consumerism.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Secret Alliances Michael Davis, AI, 2025-03-21 Secret
Alliances explores the hidden political and military agreements that have significantly influenced
global power dynamics and historical events. The book reveals how these covert alliances, often
intended to create strategic advantages, have instead led to unforeseen consequences and
destabilized the global order. One intriguing fact is that many alliances formed in secrecy to ensure
security have paradoxically fostered an environment of mistrust, ultimately increasing the likelihood
of conflict. The book begins by tracing the origins of secret alliances from ancient times to the
modern era, classifying them by type and exploring the motivations behind their formation. It then
examines several case studies, such as those preceding World War I and Cold War-era pacts, to



analyze their immediate impacts and long-term repercussions. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of how these alliances have affected smaller nations and the complexities of
international relations, offering a unique perspective on the dangers of secrecy in shaping the
modern world. The book also discusses the legacy of secret alliances in contemporary international
relations, addressing challenges to transparency, accountability, and global stability. By drawing on
primary source documents and secondary analyses, it provides a comprehensive account of these
covert pacts and their role in perpetuating conflict. This approach connects to international law and
conflict resolution, offering a balanced assessment of the potential benefits and drawbacks of these
hidden agreements.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Religion, Law and Security in Africa M Christian
Green, T Jeremy Gunn, Mark Hill, 2018-05-16 Security is a key topic of our time. But how do we
understand it? Do law and religion take different views of it? In this fifth volume in the Law and
Religion in Africa series, radicalisation, terrorism, blasphemy, hate speech, religious freedom and
just war theories rub shoulders with issues of witchcraft, female genital mutilation circumcision,
child marriage, displaced communities and additional issues besides. This unique collection of topics
is both challenging and inspiring, providing illumination in troubled times, and forming a sound
foundation for future scholarship.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Rise and Kill First Ronen Bergman, 2019-07-09 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The first definitive history of Israel’s targeted killing programs, which
have shaped the Israeli nation, the Middle East, and the larger world—from the man hailed by David
Remnick as “arguably [Israel’s] best investigative reporter.” “An exceptional work, a humane book
about an incendiary subject . . . full of shocking moments, surprising disturbances in a narrative full
of fateful twists and unintended consequences.”—The New York Times WINNER OF THE NATIONAL
JEWISH BOOK AWARD IN HISTORY • ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: Jennifer
Szalai, The New York Times • A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR: The Economist, The New York Times
Book Review, BBC History Magazine, Mother Jones The Talmud says: “If someone comes to kill you,
rise up and kill him first.” This instinct to take every measure, even the most aggressive, to defend
the Jewish people is hardwired into Israel’s DNA. From the very beginning of its statehood in 1948,
protecting the nation from harm has been the responsibility of its intelligence community and armed
services, and there is one weapon in their vast arsenal that they have relied upon to thwart the most
serious threats: Targeted assassinations have been used countless times, on enemies large and
small, sometimes in response to attacks against the Israeli people and sometimes preemptively. In
this page-turning, eye-opening book, journalist and military analyst Ronen Bergman—praised by
David Remnick as “arguably [Israel’s] best investigative reporter”—offers a riveting inside account
of the targeted killing programs: their successes, their failures, and the moral and political price
exacted on the men and women who approved and carried out the missions. Bergman has gained the
exceedingly rare cooperation of many current and former members of the Israeli government,
including Prime Ministers Shimon Peres, Ehud Barak, Ariel Sharon, and Benjamin Netanyahu, as
well as high-level figures in the country’s military and intelligence services: the IDF (Israel Defense
Forces), the Mossad (the world’s most feared intelligence agency), Caesarea (a “Mossad within the
Mossad” that carries out attacks on the highest-value targets), and the Shin Bet (an internal security
service that implemented the largest targeted assassination campaign ever, in order to stop what
had once appeared to be unstoppable: suicide terrorism). Including never-before-reported,
behind-the-curtain accounts of key operations, and based on hundreds of on-the-record interviews
and thousands of files to which Bergman has gotten exclusive access over his decades of reporting,
Rise and Kill First brings us deep into the heart of Israel’s most secret activities. Bergman traces,
from statehood to the present, the gripping events and thorny ethical questions underlying Israel’s
targeted killing campaign, which has shaped the Israeli nation, the Middle East, and the larger
world.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Black Wolf Kathleen Kent, 2023-02-14 A masterful and
riveting thriller about a female CIA agent whose extraordinary facial recognition powers lead her



into the dangerous heart of the Soviet Union—and the path of a killer who shouldn’t exist (Joseph
Finder, New York Times bestselling author). She never forgets a face. He never forgets his prey. It is
1990 when Melvina Donleavy arrives in Soviet Belarus on her first undercover mission with the CIA,
alongside three fellow agents—none of whom know she is playing two roles. To the prying eyes of
the KGB, she is merely a secretary; to her CIA minders, she is the only one who can stop the flow of
nuclear weapons from the crumbling Soviet Union into the Middle East. For Mel has a secret; she is
a “super recognizer,” someone who never forgets a face. But no training could prepare her for the
reality of life undercover, and for the streets of Minsk, where women have been disappearing. Soviet
law enforcement is firm: murder is a capitalist disease. But could a serial killer be at work?
Especially if he knew no one was watching? As Mel searches for answers, she catches the eye of an
entirely different kind of threat: the elusive and petrifying “Black Wolf,” head of the KGB. Filled with
insider details from the author’s own time working under the direction of the U.S. Department of
Defense, Black Wolf is a riveting new spy thriller from an Edgar-nominated crime writer, and a
biting exploration of the divide between two nations, two masterminds, and two roles played by a
woman pushed to her breaking point, where she’ll learn that you can only ever trust one person:
yourself.
  in times of war the law falls silent: John Buchan and the Idea of Modernity Kate Macdonald,
Nathan Waddell, 2015-10-06 Considered a quintessentially 'popular' author, John Buchan was a
writer of fiction, journalism, philosophy and Scottish history. By examining his engagement with
empire, psychoanalysis and propaganda, the contributors to this volume place Buchan at the centre
of the debate between popular culture and the modernist elite.
  in times of war the law falls silent: A Look at China and Sino-Belarus Cooperation Kiryl
Rudy, 2021-01-08 This book is simultaneously a scientific study, a practical guide and diplomatic
memoir about the new era in China’s development, which began in 2013 with Xi Jinping coming to
power. It explores the modern Chinese experience of the political centralization of power, the fight
against corruption, strengthening the country’s defense system, reinforcing the country’s diplomacy,
the political rapprochement between China and Russia, and exacerbation of relations with the
United States. It also considers issues of China’s adjusting its policy of reforms and its openness to a
new era, transforming inefficient state-owned enterprises, building an IT-focused country, and
overcoming phobias in the construction of the “Belt and Road” initiative related to the “debt trap”
and the “trade deficit”, as well as the role of the Huawei Corporation. A separate section of the book
is devoted to Belarus-China relations, exploring the reasons for the political rapprochement between
these two very different countries.
  in times of war the law falls silent: Dispatches from the Land of Erasure Philip Metres,
2025-09-16 Drawn from a decade of writing and conversations by Arab American poet and writer
Philip Metres, Dispatches from the Land of Erasure redefines the writer’s role as a catalyst for
justice and a resister of empire. Gathering together a wide range of writing and writers, particularly
from Arab and Black diaspora, Dispatches reports on what white imperial culture attempts to erase,
while uplifting the voices and people who resist that erasure, offering a vision of a more just and
peaceful world. With keen insight into the lived experience of Arab Americans and other historically
marginalized communities, the book explores the struggle for a just peace through reading
Palestinian Arab and Israeli Jewish writers of conscience who contend with the wall of silence
around the issue of Palestine. Further, Dispatches illuminates how to write a poetry of peace and
justice, and how poetic activism and activist poets situate themselves in communities seeking
change. Divided into four sections—Erasing the Erasures: Writing While Arab, The Poetics of
Palestine, The Poetics of Justice, and The Poetics of Peacebuilding—Dispatches weaves personal
essays, cultural criticism, group chats, interviews, literary analysis, reviews, and roundtables that
include luminaries like Mosab Abu Toha, Hayan Charara, Sahar Khalifeh, Marwa Helal, Erika
Meitner, Naomi Shihab Nye, Craig Santos Perez, and M. NourbeSe Philip. Together, the book
models the crucial need for robust dialogue to overcome the echo chamber that limits the growth
and reach of social movements and to dream of a future beyond the land of erasure.



  in times of war the law falls silent: Walt Kelly and Pogo James Eric Black, 2016-01-13 One
of the most popular comic strips of the 1950s and the first to reference politics of the day, Walt
Kelly's Pogo took on Joe McCarthy before the controversial senator was a blip on Edward R.
Murrow's radar. The strip's satire was so biting, it was often relegated to newspaper editorial
sections at a time when artists in other media were blacklisted for far less. Pogo was the vanguard of
today's political comic strips, such as Doonesbury and Pearls Before Swine, and a precursor of the
modern political parody of late night television. This comprehensive biography of Kelly reveals the
life of a conflicted man and unravels the symbolism and word-play of his art for modern readers.
There are 241 original Pogo comic strips illustrated and 13 other Kelly artworks (as well as
illustrations by other cartoonists).
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