
illinois teacher certification renewal

illinois teacher certification renewal is a critical process for educators in the state to maintain
their professional credentials and continue teaching legally in Illinois schools. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to understanding the requirements, procedures, and timelines involved in
renewing teacher certifications in Illinois. From eligibility criteria to the necessary professional
development hours, this guide covers all essential aspects to ensure a smooth renewal process.
Additionally, it explores the various types of certificates, renewal fees, and common challenges faced
by educators during certification renewal. Whether you hold an initial, standard, or master teaching
certificate, this article delivers up-to-date information on keeping your certification current and
compliant with Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) regulations. Read on to learn more about the
steps involved and best practices for successful Illinois teacher certification renewal.
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Overview of Illinois Teacher Certification Renewal
Illinois teacher certification renewal refers to the process by which educators in the state update
and extend their teaching credentials to continue their professional practice. The Illinois State Board
of Education (ISBE) oversees the issuance and renewal of teaching certificates, ensuring that
educators meet ongoing standards related to qualifications, professional growth, and compliance
with state education laws. The renewal process is designed to uphold the quality of education by
encouraging teachers to engage in continuous learning and skill enhancement. Understanding the
timeline and requirements for renewal is essential for all Illinois educators to avoid certification
lapses and potential employment interruptions.

Types of Illinois Teaching Certificates
The Illinois teacher certification system comprises several types of certificates, each with specific
validity periods and renewal conditions. Knowing the type of certificate held is crucial for
understanding the appropriate renewal procedure.



Initial Certificate
The Initial Certificate is typically issued to beginning teachers who have completed their teacher
preparation programs and passed required licensure tests. This certificate is valid for a limited
period, usually four years, during which teachers are expected to gain classroom experience and
complete additional professional development.

Standard Certificate
After fulfilling the requirements of the Initial Certificate, educators may apply for the Standard
Certificate, which has a validity of five years. This certificate reflects a higher level of experience
and professional development and requires more comprehensive renewal criteria.

Master Certificate
The Master Certificate is the highest level of teaching certification in Illinois and is valid for ten
years. It requires significant professional achievements, advanced education, and a record of
continuous professional growth. Renewal of this certificate involves maintaining advanced
credentials and meeting extended renewal standards.

Renewal Eligibility and Requirements
Eligibility for Illinois teacher certification renewal depends on meeting specific criteria established
by the ISBE. These criteria vary based on the certificate type but generally include completion of
required professional development hours and adherence to state policies.

Continuing Professional Development (CPD) Hours
Teachers must complete a set number of CPD hours to be eligible for renewal. These hours are
intended to enhance teaching skills and knowledge in alignment with current educational standards
and methodologies.

Background Checks and Compliance
Renewal applicants must also comply with updated background checks and maintain good standing
regarding professional conduct. Any disciplinary actions or criminal history may affect eligibility.

Professional Development and Continuing Education
Professional development is a cornerstone of Illinois teacher certification renewal. The ISBE
mandates specific continuing education requirements to ensure educators remain current with best
practices and educational innovations.



Approved Professional Development Activities
Eligible activities include workshops, seminars, coursework, and online training programs approved
by the ISBE. These activities must be relevant to the teacher’s certification area and contribute
meaningfully to professional growth.

Documentation and Record-Keeping
Maintaining accurate records of completed professional development is essential for successful
renewal. Educators should retain certificates of completion, transcripts, or other proof of
participation, as these may be requested during the application process.

Renewal Application Process
The Illinois teacher certification renewal application process involves submitting required
documentation and fees through the ISBE’s online portal or designated application systems.

Steps to Submit a Renewal Application

Log into the Illinois Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS).1.

Complete the renewal application form with updated personal and professional information.2.

Upload evidence of completed professional development and any other required documents.3.

Pay the applicable renewal fee.4.

Submit the application for review and approval by the ISBE.5.

Processing Time and Notifications
Review and processing of renewal applications typically take several weeks. Teachers receive
notifications of approval or requests for additional information through their ELIS accounts or email.

Fees and Deadlines
Renewal fees and deadlines are established by the ISBE and vary depending on the certificate type
and renewal cycle. Timely submission of applications and fees is critical to avoid penalties or
certification expiration.



Fee Structure
Renewal fees for Illinois teaching certificates generally range from $75 to $125, with exact amounts
depending on the certificate category. The ISBE provides detailed fee schedules for each renewal
cycle.

Important Renewal Deadlines
Renewal deadlines are tied to the expiration date of each certificate. Educators should begin the
renewal process well in advance of the expiration to accommodate processing times and any
unexpected issues.

Common Challenges and Tips for Renewal
Teachers often encounter challenges during the renewal process, such as incomplete
documentation, insufficient professional development hours, or technical issues with the application
portal. Awareness of these potential obstacles can help educators prepare effectively.

Avoiding Common Pitfalls

Start the renewal process early to allow ample time for gathering documents.

Verify that all professional development activities are approved by ISBE.

Keep detailed records and copies of all submitted materials.

Ensure background checks and fingerprinting requirements are current.

Contact ISBE support promptly for any technical difficulties or questions.

Utilizing Resources and Support
Educators can access various resources, including ISBE guidelines, professional organizations, and
school district support staff, to assist with certification renewal. Leveraging these resources can
streamline the renewal experience and ensure compliance with all requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the process for renewing a teaching certificate in
Illinois?
To renew a teaching certificate in Illinois, educators must complete the required professional
development activities, apply for renewal through the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) online
portal, and pay any associated fees. Renewal typically involves completing 120 Professional
Development Hours (PDHs) within a 5-year validity period.

How many Professional Development Hours are required for
Illinois teacher certificate renewal?
Illinois requires teachers to complete 120 Professional Development Hours (PDHs) every 5 years to
be eligible for certificate renewal.

Can Illinois teachers renew their certification online?
Yes, Illinois teachers can renew their certification online through the Illinois State Board of
Education's Educator Licensure Information System (ELIS) portal.

Are there any fees associated with renewing a teaching
certificate in Illinois?
Yes, there is a renewal fee that must be paid when applying for certificate renewal in Illinois. The fee
amount can vary, so it is recommended to check the Illinois State Board of Education website for the
most current fee information.

What happens if an Illinois teacher does not renew their
certificate on time?
If a teacher does not renew their Illinois teaching certificate before it expires, they may be required
to stop teaching until the certificate is renewed. Late renewal may also involve additional steps or
fees.

Is there a grace period for Illinois teacher certificate renewal?
Illinois typically does not offer a formal grace period for certificate renewal. Educators should renew
their certificates before the expiration date to avoid any disruption in licensure status.

What types of professional development activities qualify for
Illinois certificate renewal?
Qualifying professional development activities include workshops, courses, seminars, conferences,
and other learning experiences related to education that meet ISBE standards and contribute to
professional growth.



Can Illinois teachers renew their certificates with expired
credentials?
If a certificate has expired, educators must follow the reinstatement or late renewal process outlined
by the ISBE, which may include completing additional professional development or submitting a new
application.

Where can Illinois teachers find resources and information
about certificate renewal?
Teachers can find detailed information, resources, and renewal application instructions on the
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) official website, specifically within the Educator Licensure
Information System (ELIS) section.

Additional Resources
1. Illinois Teacher Certification Renewal Guide: Policies and Procedures
This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth look at the rules and procedures for renewing
teacher certification in Illinois. It covers the latest state requirements, including professional
development hours, documentation, and deadlines. Educators will find practical advice on
maintaining compliance and avoiding common pitfalls during the renewal process.

2. Continuing Professional Development for Illinois Educators
Focused on helping Illinois teachers meet their certification renewal requirements, this book
outlines effective strategies for professional growth. It discusses various approved activities such as
workshops, courses, and conferences that count toward renewal credits. Teachers can use this
resource to plan their development activities strategically.

3. Mastering the Illinois Teacher Licensure Renewal Process
This step-by-step manual simplifies the often complex renewal process for Illinois educators. It
includes checklists, sample forms, and timelines to ensure teachers stay organized and meet all state
mandates. The book also offers tips on navigating the Illinois State Board of Education’s online
renewal system.

4. Illinois Educator’s Handbook: Certification and Beyond
Beyond just renewal, this handbook provides a broad overview of teacher certification in Illinois,
including initial licensure, endorsements, and renewals. It also addresses professional ethics and
ongoing responsibilities of licensed educators. This resource is ideal for teachers seeking a thorough
understanding of their certification lifecycle.

5. Professional Learning Communities and Illinois Teacher Renewal
This book explores how participation in Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) can fulfill Illinois
certification renewal requirements. It presents case studies and practical examples of PLCs
enhancing teacher development while meeting state criteria. Educators will learn how collaborative
learning supports both renewal and improved classroom practice.

6. Technology Integration for Illinois Teacher Certification Renewal
With a focus on technology, this guide helps Illinois teachers incorporate digital tools into their



professional development plans. It explains how tech-based learning activities can satisfy renewal
credits and enhance instructional skills. The book also reviews state standards related to technology
proficiency for educators.

7. Renewing Your Illinois Teaching License: FAQs and Expert Advice
This Q&A style book addresses common questions and concerns about renewing teaching licenses in
Illinois. It includes expert insights on handling unusual situations, such as lapses in certification or
changes in endorsement areas. Readers will appreciate the straightforward explanations and
practical solutions offered.

8. Illinois Teacher Renewal and Professional Ethics
Focusing on the ethical dimensions of teaching, this book highlights the role of professional conduct
in certification renewal. It discusses how adherence to the educator code of ethics is evaluated
during renewal and why it matters. Teachers will gain a deeper understanding of ethical
responsibilities tied to maintaining their license.

9. Advanced Strategies for Illinois Teacher Certification Maintenance
Designed for experienced educators, this book presents advanced techniques for maintaining
certification with minimal stress. It covers topics like portfolio development, leadership roles, and
innovative professional development options approved by Illinois. This resource helps seasoned
teachers stay current and engaged in their careers.
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