illinois physical therapy license renewal
requirements

illinois physical therapy license renewal requirements are essential for all licensed
physical therapists aiming to maintain their legal ability to practice in the state.
Understanding these requirements is crucial to ensure compliance with state regulations
and avoid penalties or lapses in licensure. This article provides a comprehensive guide on
the renewal process, including eligibility criteria, continuing education mandates,
application procedures, fees, and important deadlines. Additionally, it covers the
consequences of failing to renew on time and offers tips for a smooth renewal experience.
Whether you are a newly licensed therapist or a seasoned professional, staying informed
about Illinois physical therapy license renewal requirements will support your career
longevity and professional development. Below is a detailed overview of the main topics
covered in this guide.
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Eligibility for License Renewal

To maintain an active physical therapy license in Illinois, practitioners must meet specific
eligibility criteria set forth by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR). Eligible licensees are those who hold a current, active license and
have complied with all prior renewal and disciplinary requirements. Illinois physical
therapy license renewal requirements stipulate that the licensee must not have any
unresolved disciplinary actions that would prevent renewal. Additionally, the licensee
must ensure that all personal and professional information on file with the IDFPR is
accurate and up to date before submitting the renewal application.



License Status Verification

Before initiating the renewal process, physical therapists should verify that their license
status is active and eligible for renewal. Any license that is expired, suspended, or revoked
may require additional steps such as reinstatement rather than simple renewal. Illinois
offers an online verification tool through the IDFPR website to confirm current license
status, which is a recommended step to avoid processing delays or application rejection.
Ensuring eligibility is a foundational element of complying with Illinois physical therapy
license renewal requirements.

Continuing Education Requirements

A critical component of Illinois physical therapy license renewal requirements is the
completion of continuing education (CE) credits. Illinois mandates that licensed physical
therapists complete a minimum number of CE hours within each renewal cycle to ensure
ongoing professional competence and adherence to current standards of care. These
educational activities must be approved by recognized organizations and cover pertinent
topics relevant to physical therapy practice.

Number and Type of Continuing Education Hours

For each renewal period, Illinois physical therapists must complete at least 30 hours of
continuing education. This includes 2 hours specifically focused on ethics or professional
responsibility. The remaining 28 hours should pertain to clinical, scientific, or professional
development subjects related to physical therapy. Acceptable formats for CE include live
seminars, online courses, workshops, and conferences approved by the IDFPR or relevant
professional associations.

Documentation and Record Keeping

Licensees are required to maintain documentation of all completed continuing education
activities for a minimum of four years following the renewal date. This documentation
should include certificates of completion, attendance records, or transcripts that verify the
date, content, and number of hours earned. The IDFPR may audit licensees to confirm
compliance with continuing education requirements as part of the renewal process.
Failure to provide adequate proof can result in denial of license renewal or disciplinary
action.

Renewal Application Process

The renewal application for Illinois physical therapy licenses is a structured process
designed to confirm compliance with all regulatory requirements. The IDFPR facilitates
this process through an accessible online portal, making it convenient for licensees to
renew their licenses timely and efficiently. Understanding the procedural steps and
required documentation is essential for a smooth renewal experience.



Online Renewal Submission

Licensees must create or log into their IDFPR online account to access the renewal
application form. The application will request updated personal information, confirmation
of continuing education completion, and declarations related to any disciplinary or legal
issues since the last renewal. After completing the form, applicants must electronically
sign and submit it along with the applicable fee.

Supporting Documents

While most of the renewal process is conducted electronically, licensees should be
prepared to provide supporting documents if requested. These documents may include
certificates of continuing education, affidavits, or explanations of any reported disciplinary
matters. Keeping all relevant records organized and readily available can expedite
responses to any follow-up inquiries by the IDFPR.

Fees and Payment Information

Renewal fees are an integral part of the Illinois physical therapy license renewal
requirements and must be paid in full at the time of application submission. These fees
support the administrative costs associated with license maintenance and regulatory
oversight. Understanding the current fee structure and acceptable payment methods is
vital to avoid processing delays.

Current Renewal Fees

The standard renewal fee for a physical therapy license in Illinois is set by the IDFPR and
is subject to periodic adjustments. As of the most recent update, the fee is $150 for a two-
year renewal cycle. Additional fees may apply for late renewals or reinstatements. It is
advisable to verify the latest fee amounts directly from official IDFPR communications
before submitting payment.

Payment Methods

The IDFPR accepts various forms of payment for license renewal, including credit/debit
cards and electronic checks through the online portal. Payments must be completed at the
time of application submission to finalize the renewal process. Failure to submit the
required fee will result in an incomplete application and potential expiration of the license.

Deadlines and Renewal Periods

Adhering to deadlines is a fundamental aspect of Illinois physical therapy license renewal
requirements. Licenses are issued with a specific expiration date, and renewal
applications must be submitted before this date to maintain continuous licensure and



avoid penalties. The IDFPR establishes fixed renewal cycles and provides notification to
licensees in advance of upcoming deadlines.

Renewal Cycle Duration

Illinois physical therapy licenses are renewed every two years. The renewal period
typically begins 90 days before the license expiration date, allowing ample time for
licensees to complete continuing education, prepare documentation, and submit
applications. It is important to note that failure to renew by the expiration date results in
license expiration, which can affect the ability to legally practice.

Renewal Reminders and Notifications

The IDFPR sends renewal reminders to licensees via email and postal mail to the contact
information on record. These communications include important details such as deadlines,
fee amounts, and instructions for submitting the renewal application. Keeping contact
information current with the IDFPR ensures timely receipt of these notifications and helps
prevent unintentional lapses in licensure.

Consequences of Late or Non-Renewal

Failing to meet Illinois physical therapy license renewal requirements can lead to
significant professional and legal consequences. Understanding the repercussions of late
or non-renewal is essential for maintaining uninterrupted licensure and avoiding penalties
that may impact a physical therapist’s career.

License Expiration and Practice Restrictions

If a license is not renewed by the expiration date, it automatically becomes inactive.
Practicing physical therapy with an inactive or expired license is illegal and may result in
disciplinary action, fines, or legal sanctions. Additionally, reactivation or reinstatement of
an expired license often involves additional fees and may require submission of proof of
continuing education completed during the lapse period.

Reinstatement Procedures

Licensees who allow their license to expire must follow reinstatement procedures to
regain active status. This process typically involves submitting a reinstatement
application, paying reinstatement fees, providing evidence of completed continuing
education requirements, and possibly undergoing a review by the IDFPR. The
reinstatement process can be time-consuming and costly, emphasizing the importance of
timely renewal.



Additional Resources and Tips

Staying informed and organized is key to complying with Illinois physical therapy license
renewal requirements. Numerous resources and best practices can assist licensees in
managing their renewal obligations effectively.

Useful Practices for Renewal Preparation

Physical therapists should maintain a calendar of important renewal dates and set
reminders well in advance of deadlines. Keeping detailed records of continuing education
activities and fees paid facilitates easier application completion. Utilizing the IDFPR’s
online services for application submission and license status monitoring ensures timely
processing and immediate confirmation of renewal.

Where to Seek Assistance

For questions or issues related to license renewal, licensees can contact the Illinois
Department of Financial and Professional Regulation directly. Customer service
representatives provide guidance on application status, fee payment, continuing education
approval, and disciplinary inquiries. Professional associations such as the Illinois Physical
Therapy Association also offer resources and support for navigating renewal
requirements.

e Verify license status regularly through the IDFPR portal

e Complete required continuing education well before renewal deadlines
e Keep copies of all CE certificates and renewal confirmations

e Update personal and contact information with the IDFPR promptly

e Submit renewal applications and fees online to ensure faster processing

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements for renewing a
physical therapy license in Illinois?

To renew a physical therapy license in Illinois, you must complete the required continuing
education units (CEUs), submit a renewal application, and pay the applicable renewal fee
before the license expiration date.



How often do physical therapists need to renew their
license in Illinois?

Physical therapists in Illinois must renew their license every two years.

How many continuing education hours are required for
license renewal in Illinois?

Illinois requires licensed physical therapists to complete 30 hours of continuing education
every two years for license renewal.

Can continuing education courses be completed online
for Illinois physical therapy license renewal?

Yes, Illinois accepts online continuing education courses as long as they are approved by
the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation or a recognized
accrediting organization.

What is the deadline for submitting the physical therapy
license renewal application in Illinois?

The deadline for submitting the renewal application is the license expiration date, which is
typically every two years on the last day of the physical therapist's birth month.

Is there a grace period for late renewal of a physical
therapy license in Illinois?

Yes, Illinois offers a 30-day grace period after the license expiration date during which you
can renew your license without penalty, but a late fee may apply.

What happens if I fail to renew my Illinois physical
therapy license on time?

If you fail to renew on time, your license may become inactive or expired, and you cannot
practice until you complete reinstatement requirements, which may include additional
fees and continuing education.

Are there any exemptions to the continuing education
requirements for physical therapy license renewal in
I1linois?

Yes, exemptions may be granted for certain circumstances such as military service,
disability, or if the licensee was not actively practicing during the renewal period.

Documentation must be provided to the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation.



Where can I find the official Illinois physical therapy
license renewal application?

The official renewal application can be found on the Illinois Department of Financial and
Professional Regulation (IDFPR) website under the Physical Therapy section.

Additional Resources

1. Illinois Physical Therapy License Renewal Guide 2024

This comprehensive guide provides up-to-date information on the renewal process for
physical therapy licenses in Illinois. It covers continuing education requirements,
deadlines, and necessary documentation. Ideal for both new and seasoned therapists, this
book ensures compliance with the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation (IDFPR) standards.

2. Continuing Education Essentials for Illinois Physical Therapists

Focused specifically on continuing education, this book breaks down the types of courses
accepted for Illinois license renewal. It offers strategies for selecting high-quality,
approved classes and explains the importance of documentation and record-keeping. The
guide also includes a list of accredited providers and frequently asked questions.

3. Mastering Illinois Physical Therapy Licensing Regulations

This title delves into the legal and regulatory framework governing physical therapy
practice in Illinois. It provides insight into the rules for license renewal, including
penalties for late submission and non-compliance. The book is a valuable resource for
practitioners aiming to maintain their license in good standing.

4. Step-by-Step Illinois PT License Renewal Handbook

Designed as a practical manual, this book walks readers through each phase of the license
renewal process. It highlights timelines, fees, and the online renewal system specifics used
by Illinois therapists. Helpful checklists and templates make it easier to stay organized
and meet all state requirements.

5. Illinois Physical Therapy License Renewal: Common Challenges and Solutions
Addressing common pitfalls and misunderstandings, this book helps physical therapists
avoid mistakes during the renewal process. It includes case studies and expert advice on
resolving issues such as incomplete applications or continuing education disputes. The
guide aims to simplify renewal and minimize stress.

6. Illinois Physical Therapy Law and Ethics: Renewal and Compliance

This book combines legal knowledge with ethical considerations critical for license
renewal in Illinois. It explains how adherence to professional standards impacts renewal
eligibility and offers guidance on maintaining ethical practice. Ideal for therapists who
want to ensure integrity and compliance.

7. Continuing Competence for Illinois Physical Therapists

Focusing on professional development, this title explores the continuing competence
requirements tied to license renewal. It outlines various educational activities, self-
assessment tools, and reflective practices that support lifelong learning. The book



encourages a proactive approach to maintaining licensure.

8. Illinois Physical Therapy License Renewal FAQs and Resources

A handy reference, this book compiles frequently asked questions about license renewal
with clear, concise answers. It includes resource lists, contact information for regulatory
bodies, and tips for navigating the online renewal platform. Perfect for quick consultation
during the renewal period.

9. Preparing for Illinois Physical Therapy License Renewal Audits

This guide prepares therapists for potential audits by the IDFPR during the renewal
process. It explains audit triggers, required documentation, and how to respond
effectively. The book aims to help practitioners pass audits confidently and maintain
uninterrupted licensure.
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